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CONCERNING THE SACRED TERMS HIPH OR 
SIPH, AND .CUL OR COL AND THE VA¬ 
RIOUS TRADITIONS FOUNDED UPON THEM. 

I SHALL now proceed to offer a few ob- 
fervations upon the facred terms Hiph or 
Siph, and Cul or Col. 

The oriental mythologifls feem, from the 
moft remote periods, to have particularly de¬ 
lighted in the wild luxuriance of metaphori- * 
cal language; and confequently in, what is 
very nearly related to it, fymbolical imagery. 
This imagery, though frequently but ill un- 
derftood, was early carried into the weflern 
world ; the whole religion of Greece having 
been borrowed from the theology of Egypt, 
Chaldea, and Phenicia. Hence we find, that 
the Ark was reprefented by 'vl variety of em¬ 
blematical animals, one of the principal of 
which was a Mare; while Noah, who was 
ufually confidered as the allegorical confort of 
the Ark, was venerated under the fymbol of 

a Horfe \ By the Greeks however a mare v 

\ 

a This hieroglyphic has been noticed by Mr. Bryant $ but 

b 2 he 
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m 

0 

was denominated Hippa : and I am inclined 
to conjecture, that this animal was fo called 
by them, not arbitrarily, but dejignedly, and 
in confequence of its being an emblem of the 
Ark j the Chaldeans and Phenicians terming 
that immenfe veflel, in oppofition to fmall 
open boats, Hipha or Siphina, which lignifies 
a decked or covered Jhip b . From this root the 
Greeks formed their word Hippa, a mare, be- 
caufe a mare was the lymbol of Hipha, the 
Ark ; and hence, although in their vulgar 
dialed the meaning of the mafculine term 
Hippos was limply a horfe, yet they Hill re¬ 
tained, even in that vulgar dialed, fome re¬ 
membrance of the primitive fenfe of Hipha. 
Accordingly, Hippos fignifies a Jhip c ; Hip- 


he has neither attempted to afcertain the precife meaning of 

the term Hippa or Hippos , nor has he purfued the fubje£t 

through all its various ramifications. 

b riDH Texit, Occultavit, Operuit. Buxt. Lex. PH'DD Na- ' 

% ' • 
vis, proprie magna, quae fupernc te£ta eft. Ibid. m 3'DD in 

reality lprings from the .primitive root HD/T, or, in its moil 

ftmple (hape, 3 being formed by the addition of the prefix 

S: and it is one of the many inftances, which might be brought 

fo {hew, that the Hebrew is by no means fo uncomppunded a 

language, as it is generally fuppofed to be. 

c *1 Trims ycLg b 9rot>jT*?c rccs *xv<; htts, xxi v/xsh; top TJoth^upx Hr- 

viov KxXovfjiep. Artem. lib. i. cap. 58. Thus alfo Plautus : 

Nempe equo ligneo per vias caeruieas 
Eftis ve<ftae. Ruden. Atl. i. Sc. 5. 

In a fimilar manner, Sophocles ufes the phrafe pcc vaytx 

when 
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parchus, a commander of Jhips d ; Hippion, a 
mariner *; Ibenus, a Jhip f ; and Hipos s , or 
Hipnos h , a particular part (poffibly the deck) 
of a Jhip. A large fifh being an emblem of 
the Ark, no lefs than a mare, the term, ap¬ 
propriated by the Greeks to the latter, was 
fometimes transferred to the former. Hence 
Hippidion fignifies a fifh '; and Hippos, a 

when defcribing a chariot race j (EIe6t. ver. 732.) and Strabo 
fpeaks of fmall lhips denominated Hip ft. (Strab. Geog. lib. ii.) 
Thefe remarks may perhaps account for the nautical phrafes of 
" a (hip riding at anchor/* and a fhip riding out a ftorm.*' 
They may alfo explain the idea of the word hrvtvcvtroH, which 
is ufed by Nonnus to exprefs the floating of the ifland Delo9 

or Alteria. 

» 

O *CCTTep AftfWV (plXoTTOtfStVOPj SPb *DOPTU 

t^uxs tcrctXn^ofAOp, neroKtp uvtt,p 
A roLTQ* inilETOTSAN apoiGah cvpfyoptop avpvj 
Kv(A etc IP *fV$t\i)tTQP tPiggb^WCSP AnoXXvP. 

Nonni Dionyf. lib. xxxiii. p. 552. 
They may likewife Ihew us the reafon, why Aftrampfychus 
affirms a horfe at full fpeed to be fomething myltical. 

fiXentip Tps%0PTa, fxvnxop to&. 

Aftramp. Oniroc. p. 98. 

A horfe at full lpeed lymbolized a fhip running before the 
wind. 

4 'lmrttgxog, a tup pwp san/x mttq* Aukucip. Hefych. 

^ • 
c lwtivp, 0 mXsup. Suid. 

* l&iiw, kpGvtqi. Hefych. 

* *l7rof, (Algos Tb Ting Pius. Etym. Mag. 

^ ptEpoj Tb dca;;. Hefych. 

* b)ftvf TTObOg. Ibid. 

b 3 large 
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\ 

largefea-jijh k . Laftly, fince the original im¬ 
port of the verb Hipha is to cover , the Punic 
word Hoph l , and the Greek word Hippos m , 
equally fignrfy a harbour ; and Hippoporij, 
cither a houfe , Or a valley n , from the idea of 
their being covered and protected. 

Hipha then being equivalent to a decked 
Jhip t Argos, or the city of the Ark, was per¬ 
petually by the old mythologifts ftyled Hip- 
pian ; and that, not from any connection with 
horfes, except indeed fymbolically, but, as we 
are informed by Hefychius, from Hippa the 
allegorical daughter of Danaus, or Da-Nau°. 
This Hippa was the nurfe of Bacchus or Noah, 
and the is feigned to have received him at his 
fecond birth from the thigh of Jupiter p . Ac- 


k Ittwo* rov fjayat SuXapcriov Hefych. 

1 fpn Portus, quad navium prote&io. Buxt. Lex. It is 
Remarkable, that in the Greek language Sipbna is the name of 
a particular kind of fifh. Tifw n-o»o$ Hefych. 

m Iwof, Aiptevo?. Ibid. 

n *1 &iroiropt { 9 kg avXiriy capet. Ibid. 

• *l7T7T£»oy, to Agyo<;, airo l7T7rr t $ tj?j Aa.va.ov, Ibid. Danaus* 
or Noah, is faid to have firft introduced into Argos the ufe of 
aquatic initruments. Strab. Geog. lib. i. p. 23. The city 
Argcs-Hippion in Italy, which was feigned to have been built 
by Diomede, and which was afterwards corrupted into Argi - 
ripa 9 owed its name, like the celebrated town of Greece, to the 
Arca-Hipha, or decked ark. Serv. in iEneid. lib. i. p. 632. 

P Trare^, K govov vie ffaSafye, KV^ipte ^ctipovy 



Digitized by ^.ooQie 



ON THE CABIRI. 


7 


cording to the author of the Orphic hymns, 
lhe was the fame as Proferpine or Cybele q i 
and fhe was fometimes called Mifa, which 
appears to be M’lfa, or M’lfis, the great Ifis r : 
hence Ino, or Ifis, is faid to have been the 
nurfe of Bacchus, no lefs than Hippa s . Hefy- 
chius fuppofes, that fhe was Juno *; and Pro- 
clus flyles her the life of the world, and re- 
prefents her as being, like Ceres Cabiria u , 
begirt with a ferpent, at the time that fhe 

t 

\ 

Y 

Of Ba*xov Aiorvaot is guQitrrw 

M npv eyx.aTtpa.'i'a*;, o vvs TsrthsGfxtfo^ iA9»j 
Tfxuhot ts riya.§to9, irag 'Ikttou nahhivetprjop. 

Orph. Hymn. 47 . 

* *19 rircte nixhfitrnv Bax^a rpofor, tvafct xapj*, 

Mt/n 7 roXo» TthtTouffib ayethhofjuvw XfltCa aytov , 

Nt'XTi^iOKTi x°f 0icri > vrvgtGgsfAtToif ja^owf 
.fcta&s fx a fvp£OjtAi»ov> y^onot (Af)Tnp fiactXeiXj 
Esti crv y n Qpvyiy netrtyw I&jf ogo$ otytot, 

H Tpwhos TtgTris tre, nothin At>&>scr» Soacr^ta* 

E^X £0 *5°^ TtXir«f iepu yv$w0& •Bpoauiry* 

Orph. Hymn t 48 . 

* ©iayx 0 ^ 0 £ 0 » netihtu 90tg&1}XC$Cp09 AlOWJOP, 

TvnpfAA vohvfmrov nohvunvpU EtCaArjo;, 

*AyWjl IVSipO* Ti MlOjVi «S££1}T0» CtieLffGOM. 

Orph. Hymn. 41. 

* 

s Pauf. Lacon. p. 271 . 

1 'isnra, — mxw? xas *Hp. This is a remarkable inftance of 
the convertibility of the heathen goddeffes. Juno is properly 
fpcaking the arkite dove, yet here (he is faijJ to be Hippa, or 

the Ark. 

tt Minuc. Fel. Odtav. p. 168 . 

B 4 re- 
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received Bacchus from his father*. She was 

i 

in fhort the Hipha, or covered Ark , of Noah; 
and her reception of Bacchus, and his inclo- 
iure in the thigh of Jupiter, both relate to the 
entrance of that patriarch into his divinely 
conftrudted veflel. Noah was defcribed by 
the orientalifts, as being Ihut up in an Arech, 
or ark ; fome of their fucceflors corrupted 
Arech into Yarech y , which fignifies a thigh ; 

I 

and the Greeks completed the corruption, by 
thence feigning, that Bacchus was inclofed 
in the thigh of Jupiter z . 

In confequence of Hipha or Siphina figni- 
fyirfg a decked Jhip , the title of Hippian or 
maritime, which we have already feen applied 
to Argos, was bellowed likewife upon nearly 
all the arkite gods. Paufanias accordingly, 

* l 

x *H (aw yap 'iTTTTflfc T8 vratr oj o vara 4 xai kru xixAsi/xcmi vraga 
ru Ssohoycp — Taxto* tin xipa^jj? Si/**»>}, xetf tyaxom atrro 

to xpx^taioir, viroh%iTat Atopveror, — o & airo rov /Avpov tow 
A toj iTfosta-iv £»? etvvv9. — xa\ avXXafxGxvto-Sctf xaf *1 mea teyiTau 

TixTovTt t u Au. Proc. in Tim. apud Orph. p. 401. Edit. 
Gefn. 

y tv. 

z It may be proper however to obferve, that this fable might 
poflibly originate from the tradition, that Bacchus was bom in 
the Indian mountain Meros, or Meru. See Afiat. Ref. vol. i. 
p. 258. If fuch fhould be the cafe, the younger Bacchus or 

Raamah mull, in this inftance, have been confounded with the 

* ^ 

elder, or Noah. 

in 
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in a (ingle paflage, mentions a Hippian Nep¬ 
tune, a Hippian Juno, a Hippian Mars, and 
a Hippian Minerva ; conne&ing them at the 
lame time with the Diofcori, or Cabiri a : 
and Artemidorus allures us, that Neptune 
was called Hippius, not from Hippos, a horfe, 
but from Hippos, a Jhip b . 

The hiltory of Neptune is replete with le¬ 
gends refpedting horfes, all of which, I appre¬ 
hend, are to be interpreted lymbolically. In 
his conteft with Minerva for the territory of 
Athens, he is faid to have produced the horfe 
Scypbius c ; while the goddefs caufed to fpring 
from the earth the propitious diluvian olive d . 
He is reported like wife to have brought the 
firft horfe Sijyphas out of a rock in Theffaly, 
by a ftroke. of his trident'; and he is even 

* Er /A £P TU> VTTCL&pCp T*}$ O'Q&O'WS XOOTCt fAS(TOV 7T8 (ACtXirCC, TloCl^U- 
VOS Iwie, XUi Hpus HCIV lltltiUS 7T£QS & TCtf XiOVi, AiOCTK^UV, 

Ttk os top tfJvGhov xaKovfxetop tcrofov, rrj y.sv l 7 rmv, t*j it 

A$v)vae litmus Pauf. i Eliac. p. 414. 

b Vide fupra p. 4. note c. 
c Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 766. 
d See Gen. viii. 11. 

c IsrTnoc, ° riocrei^W, ot« Joxit itfUTov fonrov yeyEnjxeyai Y,iav<$cv tv 

Oto'crahia, t y Tpuurri itsrpav irouaas- Etym. Magn. The Theffalian 
horfe Sijjpbus is the fame as the Attic horle Scypbius, which 
fliall be more particularly noticed in the courfe of the preient 
chapter. The names of both are equally derived from the ra¬ 
dical Sipb . 

feigned 

f t 
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feigned to have metamorphofed himfelf into 
a horfe, and thus to have enjoyed the em¬ 
braces of Ceres, or Hippa. It is obfervable, that 
this allegorical amour, which fignifies nothing 
more than the marriage of Noah and the Ark, 
is immediately connected with the waters of 
Styx, or the deluge. According to Ptolemy 
Hepheflion, the deity of the ocean folicited 
Ceres in the neighbourhood of the Arcadian 
Styx, when fhe was in fearch of her daughter 
Proferpine. The reluctant goddefs, vainly 
wifhing to efcape from him, changed herfelf 
into a Hippa, or mare; and afterwards, be¬ 
holding her new form in the Stygian foun¬ 
tain, fhe in difgufl miraculoully tinged the 
water with black f . The fruit of this her 
intercourfe with Neptune was fuppofed to be 
the horfe Arion, which faved the life of 
Adraflus at the imaginary liege of Thebes s : 
the fabulous Hippos-Arion however was 
merely the Hiph-Aron, or decked Ark , while 
his rider Adraflus was Adar-As-Theus, the 
illujirious folar Noah *; and the whole ffcory 

f Ptol. Hephaeft. Nov. Hift. lib. iii. 

6 A^jearo* & povov tmro$ <hso , uo , iv Ap»<w>* taro* ex Ilocfeiaiurof syev* 
rr,ae A eix'atcrBeicrcc JLgmvi xaTct rw cvi/uaw, Apollod. Bibl* 
lib. iii. cap. 6. 

h Adraflus, mounted upon Arion, is the fame as Bellero- 
phon, mounted upon Pegafus : accordingly Neptune is equally 
faid to have been the father of both thofe horfes. 

of 
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of the fiege of Thebes feems to have been 
founded upon the war between the votaries 
of the two fuperflitionsThe Arcadians of 


1 I have ventured to adopt this explanation, partly from the 
connexion of the horfe Arion with Neptune and Ceres, and 
partly from the undoubted circumftance, that what the Greeks 
called the early hiftory of Thebes was purely fabulous. When 
we find the (lory of Edipus and Jocafta, the parents of Eteo- 
cles and Polynices, accurately preferved in the ancient books of 
the Hindoos, we lhall not be eafily perfuaded to believe, that 
their tragical adventures ever really took place in Beotia. For, 
as it is not very credible, that the .early occurrences, which 
happened in a petty barbarous ftate of Greece, could ever have 
attraXed the notice of a great and polifhed empire, fuch as 
Hindoftan ; fo it is furely much more probable, that the 
Greeks, through the medium of Egypt, borrowed the fable 
from the Hindoos, and adapted it to their own country, than 
that the Hindoos borrowed it from the Greeks. 

According to Captain Wilford, one of the defeendants of 
Palli “ was Lubdhaca 5 — and from Lubdhaca defeended the 
44 unfortunate Linalli,— whole tragical adventures are told in 
** the Rajaniti, and whofe death was lamented annually by the 
<( people of Egypt. All his misfortunes arole from the incon- 
“ tinence of his wife Yoga, Bhralia, or Yogacafhta ; and his 
“ fon Mahafura, having by miftake committed incelt with her, 
put himfelf to death, when he difeovered his crime, leaving 
€€ itfue by bis lawful wife. May we not reafonably conjecture, 
“ that Lubdhaca was the Labdacus , Linafu the Laras, and 
€< Yogacafhta the Joe aft a , of the Greeks ? The word Yadufa , 
“ from which Edipus may be derived, fignifies king of the Yadu 
family , and might have been a title of the-unhappy Maha- 
€t fura.” (Afiat. Ref. vol. iii. p. 75.) 

I have little doubt, but that this ftory, like many others of 
incelluous connexions which I have already noticed, (vide fupra 

vol. i. 
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Phigalea had a tradition, that Ceres*-Hippa, 
or the Ark, being diftradted with forrow on 

\ * 

vol. i. p. 184.) was founded upon the mythological chara6ter 
of the Ark. This veflel was at once confidered as the mother, 
the-daughter, the fitter, and the wife of Noah 5 and from fuch 
different relations, mifunderftood by the poets, naturally arofe 
a variety of wild legends refpefting inceft. Jocalta in fhort is 
Oc-Afta, the oceanic Vefia $ and Mahafura is Maha-Surya, the 
great Noetic Sun: while Linafu, or Laius, the imaginary father 
of Edipus, whofe death was yearly lamented by the people of 
Egypt, is evidently no other than Ofiris. 

Linafu is alfo the fame as Linus, who was the reputed fon 
of Apollo, and the brother of Orpheus. Accordingly, the fup- 
pofed death of this Linus was lamented, in a manner precifely 
fimilar to that of Ofiris, by women and virgins; and his rites 
became fo famous, that the name of Linus was ufually inferted 
by the Argive poets in every funereal dirge. It is remarkable, 
that he was feigned to have been brought up during his infan¬ 
cy in the midft of a flock of lambs 5 whence the month in 
which his feflival was celebrated was denominated Aniens, and 
the feflival itfelf Arnis . Much the fame ftory, as I have al¬ 
ready obferved, (vide fupra vol. i. p; 304.) is told refpe&ing 
Neptune, and for the veiy fame reafon. The Greeks con¬ 
founded Am, the Ark , with Arnos the genitive of Ars, a lamb \ 
hence the month Arneus, and the feflival Arnis, were fo called, 
not from their having any connexion with lambs, but becaufe 
Linus, Linafu, Laius, or Ofiris, were preferred, or, in the lan¬ 
guage of the Myfteries, buried, in Arn, an ark or coffin. 
(Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. 3.—Conon. Narrat. 19.) Some 
fuppofed Linus to be the fon of a certain gegenes , named Pier us, 
and not of Apollo. (Tzet. in Hef. Oper. et Dier. ver. i.) 
Pierus however was in fa& the fame as Apollo, being Pi-Ur, 
the oracular Sun . It is not unworthy of obfervation, that Non- 
nus beftows upon Linus the titles of Arcas t or the arkite , and 
of Aletes , or the god of fire. 

Kac 


« 
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account of the rape of Proferpine, long con¬ 
cealed berfelf within the dark recefles of a 


K«» Awof tviTtrjf <5>o Agxccf A^virrtf. 

Dionyf. lib. xli. p. 707. 

The reader will recoiled, that the fame perfons, who were 
called Titans, were alfo called Alette. 

1 

Linns moreover, as we are plainly informed by Herodotus, 
was the fame as the Egyptian Maneros, whom I take to be 
no other than Ofiris m , for, like him, he was yearly bewailed by 

t 

the Egyptians on account of his fuppofed death. (Herod, lib. ii. 
cap. 79.) The Greeks indeed metamorphofed Maneros into 
the god of love, and denominated him Eros, which the Latins 
conceived to be equivalent to Cupido j but the whole of this 
miftake arofe from a circumftance in the Myfteries, which I 
have already hinted at. Noah’s egfefs from the Ark was re- 

prefented as his fecond birth : hence he was fometimes natu- 

/ 

rally enough defcribed as a child; and hence we are told by 
Plutarch, that the Sun (viz. the Noetic Sun) was depidted by 
the Egyptians as an infant fitting upon the fymbolical lotus. 
(Plut. de Ifid. p. 355.) This infant £ros f or Cupid, is faid to 
have been the Ion of Venus : but Venus was a perfonification 

1 

of the Ark ; and was cfteemed, in confeqtience of the intro- 
dudtion of the phallic worlhip, the goddefs of love. Such be¬ 
ing the cafe, her allegorical fon Noah, who, as I have juft ob- 
ferved, was fometimes reprefented as an infant, was by claffi- 
cal writers transformed into the boy Cupid, and fuppofed to 
be the god of lqve. The Egyptians called him Maneros, or 
Man-Eres, the Noetic Sun : the Greeks denominated him Eros, 
or Eres, the Sun ; and, efteeming him the god of love, derived 
from that appellation their verb Erao, to love: but the' Latins, 
totally loling fight of his original charadter, and confidering 
him only as an amatory deity, termed him Cupido , or defire. 
The ancient author of the ineftimably valuable Orphic writings 
very juftly aflociates him with Chaos, and Cronus $ intitling 
him the double god, the father of night, and Pbanes, which Phanes 

I have 
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rocky cavern. In confequence of her ab- 
fence, the earth ceafed to yield its increafe, 
and the human race was vifited by a dreadful 
peftilential disorder. To perpetuate the me¬ 
mory of this event, the Phigalenfians con- 
flruded an artificial grotto, and placed with- 

I have already fhewn to be*the fame as Bacchus, Noah, or the 
Sun, (Orph. Argon, ver. 12. et infra.) 

As for the word Linus , I am much inclined to derive it from 
Aie old Celtic radical Lin, a lake . According to this deriva^ 
tion, Linus will be Lin-Nus, Noah the god of the lake; that 
patriarch being fo called from the circumfiance of his being 
worfhipped in an artificial floating ifland in the midft of a 
lake, fuch as thofe of Cotyle, Buto, and BambycS. 

I am further inclined to conje&ure, that Linus is the very 
fame perfon as the famous Britifh enchanter Merlin, or Mer- 
Lin: but the hiflojy of this lingular chara£ter mull be referved 
for future confideration. (Vide infra chap, x.) * 

Linus, Maneros, or Cupid, then, being equally the folar 
Noah, we fhall perceive the reafon why the imaginary god of 
love, no lefs than his arkite mother Venus, was frequently re- 
prefented as a marine deity. Montfaucon has prefented us 
■with a variety of engravings, in which Cupid appears fome¬ 
times riding upon the back of a fifh 5 fometimes driving over 
the waves a chariot drawn by two filhes 5 fometimes hovering 
in the air, while he holds the reins, by which he dire6ts a va¬ 
riety of fea-monfters, compounded either of a horfe and a fifh, 
a ram and a filh, a lion and a fifh, or a griffin and a fifh; 
fometimes floating upon the ocean in a (hell * and fometimes 
gliding over the waters, as he fits upon a fort of pitcher, and 
expands his fail to the wind. (See Mont. Ant. Expl. vol. i. 
p. 111. et infra.) This pitcher I apprehend is much the fame 
fymbol as the cup, of which I fhall treat at the end of the pre- 
ient chapter. 

in 
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in it a ftatue of Ceres of a very remarkable 
form. The goddefs was reprefented in a fit¬ 
ting pofture, having a horfe’s head k , the hair 
of which was intermingled with ferpents ; a 
long robe reached down to her ancles; and 
in one hand fhe held a dolphin, and in the 
other a dove 1 . It is almoft fuperfluous to 
obferve, that the horfe’s head was given to 
Ceres, on account of her fuppofed amour 
with Neptune; and that the dolphin, and 
the dove, equally relate to the hiftory of the 
deluge. As for the grotto within which fhe 
was placed, I apprehend that it was con- 
ftru&ed for the purpofe of initiating afpirants 
into the Myfteries of the Cabiri, one of 
whom, as we are informed by Mnafeas, was 
Ceres m . By thfe epoptae a cavern was 
efteemed the moft proper fymbol of Hades, 
or the vaft central cavity of the earth: hence 
we almoft invariably find, that the rites of 
the Cabiri were celebrated in caves, either 

k One of the three heads of Hecate or Diana, who was the 
fame as Ceres, was that of a horfe. Vide fupra vol. i. p. 281. 

1 Pauf. Arcad. p. 686. — Cocl. Rhodig. 'Le£t. Ant. lib. xv. 
cap, 31. 

m The reafon, why Ceres,- or the Ark, was placed within 
this cavern, is the very fame as that, why the principal arkite 
god was fuppofed to have defeended into the infernal regions. 
Vide fupra vol. i. p. 230. 

natural. 
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natural, or artificial ". There is one curious 
particular, which mud not be left unnoticed 
in confidering the fabulous loves of Neptune 
and Ceres. Apollodorus mentions, that fhe 
received his embraces in the fhape of an 
Erinnus, or Fury°; and Tzetzes adds, that 
Ceres-Erinnus was highly venerated at Ong- 
cx, a city of Arcadia p . The reader will re¬ 
coiled:, that I attempted in a former chapter’ 
to Ihew, that the whole fidion of the infernal 
regions was built entirely upon the helio- 
arkite Mylleries: owing to this circumftance, 

' V . 

Ceres-Hippa is faid to have become an Erin¬ 
nus, which the Greeks metamorphofed into 
a Fury, and placed in Hell; but which is 
fimply, when dripped of its poetical terrors, 
Aren-Nus, the Ark of Noah. Hence Ihe was 


n This fubje& will be refumed at large hereafter. Vide in¬ 
fra chap. x. The Phigalenfian cavern of Ceres-Cabiria was 
one of the fame nature as the fubterraneous vault, in which 

Acrifius confined his daughter Dana£, whom I have already 

* 

fhewn to be Da-Nau£, or the Noetic Ark. Vide fupra vol. i. 
p. 200. It was likewife of the fame nature as the cave of the 
Nymphs, the cave of Chiron, the cave of Trophonius, and the 
cave of Zerinthus in Samothrace. » 

° Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 6. 

P Eptm/c r) Aij/x>jT?5p, tv Oyx.au; tsroAei Apxaha; ri/xarat. Tzet. 
in Lycoph. ver. 1225. For the teftimony of Apollodorus fee 
the laft citation. 

^ Vide fupra chap. v. 

wor- 



Digitized by ^.ooQie 



ON THE CAB I El. 


♦ 


*7 

Worshipped in Arcadia at Ongcae, or Ong-Ai, 
the region facred to the ocean. With the fame 
allufion to the arkite Hippa, Neptune is 
feigned alfo to have ravifhed HippothoC r , and 
Medufa; the latter of whom bore to him 
the horfe Pegafus*. This Hippothoe is mere¬ 
ly Hippo-Thea, the divine Ark ; while her 
father Meftor, who was the reputed offspring 
of Perfeus, is M’Es-Tor, the great folar bull: 
and as for Pegafus, Palephatus does not fcru- 
ple to declare, that he was not a horfe, but 
a long (hip, or, as the Phenicians would have 
expreffed it, Arca-Sipbina *. 

I have obferved, that Juno Was the dove, 
that Mars was the Noetic Sun, and that Mi¬ 
nerva was the divine wifdom, which preferved 
the Ark; we Shall not be furprifed therefore 
to find, that they were all denominated Hip- 
pian deities. Hence, on account of the .con¬ 
nection of Minerva" with the hiftory of the 


r Apottod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. 4. 

• Ex Medufa Gorgonis filia et Neptuno nati funt Chryfaor, 
et equus Pegafus. Hyg. Fab. 151. For an account of Me* 
dufa, vide fupra vol. k. p. a 66 . 

1 Otofxa & tjp Tty vtXotty Utiyacof, «!( hcci pvp ixarop raff vrXoivv oyo- 
pet i^s»* [xatyop dfexts whow, 1j Wiry opofxx upxi Utyaao^. Palaeph. 

de Incred. Hift. cap. 29, 

u The following fables, refpe&ing the birth of Minerva, evi¬ 
dently originated from a mifprifion of the term Hippa. *1^ 

h A0fjr«* isrii «* tu$ xt$a\w rv Aiot puS’ Itfitvp a^Xaro, 
VOL. II. 0 *»<t 
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deluge, Thebes was efteemed facred to her x ; 
hence alfo fhe was reported to have affifted 
Mercury in purifying the daughters of Da- 
naus, after the murder of their hufbands y ; 
hence lhe was faid to have built the fhip of 
Danaus, in which he efcaped the machina¬ 
tions of his brother Egyptus z , that fhip, which 
was the very fame as the celebrated Argo *; 
and hence, as we have already feen, fhe was 
fabled to have preferved in an ark the femi- 
dracontian form of Erichthonius. By the 
advice of Minerva alfo, the wooden horfe’ of 
Troy was conftru<fled; the hiftory of which 
feems to be nothing more, than a corrupted 
tradition of the facred Hippa b . Servius evi¬ 
dently gives no credit to the vulgar fable re- 
fpe&ing it; and indeed few perfons will be 
inclined to believe, that any fortified town 
could ever have been really taken by fo ftrange 
a contrivance. He mentions, that fome wri- 

a 

v; o t7r ctvT7)f 9} oTi ricG’tiS'fcW ecru Svyujitp xeu Kopvipvf 

tij? Qxsccpe e%ecu ug/xu, lyiywjSsf Etym. Magn. 
x Apoll. Argon, lib. iv. ver. 26 o. 
y Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. 1. 

* Minerva prima navem biproram Danao aedificavit, in qua 
.ASgyptum fratrem profugit. Hyg. Fab. 277. 

* Apyar—-aXAot heyovcri Auvucv ^a/xo^tcyo* vvo Aiywrre, crpurov 

xuTctffxtvuo’ui, o$gy Kui Auiuif 8xXj?9?j. Schol. in Apoll. Argon, 
lib. i. ver. 4. 

b Hyg* Fab. 108. 

ters 
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tcrs fuppofed it to have been an engine of 

\ . 

war; and others, the gate, by which Ante- 
nor admitted the Greeks, and over which was 
placed the figure of a horfe: while others 
again were of opinion, that it related only to 
an equeftrian battle, in which the Trojans 
were completely routed by the Greeks; and 
others referred it to a mountain called Htp- 
pius, behind which the Greeks placed them- 
felves in ambufcade c . The defcription, given 
by Virgil of the mode in which this horfe was 
conftru&ed, fingularly refembles the procefs 
of naval archite&ure; 

——FraCti bello, fatifque repulli, 

Du&ores. DanaClm, tot jam labentibus annis, 
Inftar montis equum, divina Palladis arte, 
ALdificant; feCtaque intexunt abiete coftas a . 

And Tryphiodorus direClly compares its bulk 
to that of a (hip. 

yap j8»A*i tri 3‘e>ir Cnroefyof 1£.7 tsik 
T poifjf syppov ctycbXjjtct, irsAagiov ewoiet. 


c De hoc equo varia in hiftoriis le£ta funt: ut Hyginus di- 
cit, machinamentum bellicum fuit.—Ut alii, porta quam eis 
Antenor operuit, equum pi£tum habuifle memoratur : vel certe 
Antenoria domus, quo poflet agnofci. Aut equeftri praelio vie- 
ta eft Troja. Aut a monte Hippio, poft quem fe abfeonderant 
Graeci. Serv. in yEneid. lib. ii. p. 233. 
d iEneid. lib. ii. ver. 13. 

C 2, Horn 

0 


1 


m 


Digitized by ^ OQie 




A DISSERTATION 


80 

that S'* evpoTXTtif fjtev sm 7rXevptif ecpetpvutf 

Tits'ipct, xaityvctf otthtom vsos ctptQuAio-trrif 

OpQgov STTt <>afi[i»iv f^sySos Tofniutretlo tsxIuv *» 

In confequenCe of the radical- Hipb enter¬ 
ing into the epithets of nearly all the arkite 
gods, Venus, v/hofe Ordinary employment is 
certainly not fuppofed by any of the poets to 
confift in taming horfeS, is neverthelefs called 
Hippodamia f . This title is in fad; Hippa-da- 
Maia, the great arkite mother ; and it was be¬ 
llowed upon Venus in the fame fenfe, as that 
of Demeter or Da-Mater, and that of Damia 
or Da-Maia s , were upoti 'Ceres. 

I apprehend, that Venus-Hippodamia was 
the, fame mythological charader as Hippoda¬ 
mia the wife of Pelops. This Hippodamia 
was the daughter of Enomaiis by Euarete, 
the lifter of Danae. Terrified by an oracle, 
which predided his death from his future 
fon-in-law, Enomaiis refufed' to give his 
daughter to any perfon, except the man who 
fhould firft conquer him in a chariot-race. 
Pelops accepted the challenge ; and, by means 
of a ftratagem, obtained the vidory h . Pa- 
lephatus relates, that the horfes of Pelops were 

I 

e Tryph. de Hi! Capt. ver. 56. 
f 'iffTroSafAua, —A^§e^T»j. Hefych. 

* Herod, lib. v. cap, 82. 
h Hyg. Fab. 84. 

winged 
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winged; but he concludes with obferving, 
that they were nothing more than a fhip, 
upon the head of which two winged horfes 
were reprefented 1 ; and Cicero, in perfect con¬ 
formity with this explanation of Palephatus, 
fuppofes him to have received his chariot and 
horfes as a gift from Neptune, and defcribes 
them as lightly Humming over the furface of 
the Ocean k . Enomaiis himfelf was the Ion 
of Mars; and his mother was fabled to be 
either Arpina the daughter of Afopus, or 
Eurythoe the daughter of Danaus: while 
his charioteer Myrtilus was the offspring of 
Mercury, and Phaethufa another of the fa¬ 
mily of DanausAs for Pelops, he is limply 

P’El-Op, the divine.folar ferpent m \ and I have 

# 

* E yu $e ret etvrot \iyu xoti irtpi rov ITiXowof, airtp xett vrtpt rov 
Unyacrov — ptino* ay, otj IIiA&ftj/ »>xS** wAoio* tytygonrro & nr* 
rou irhoiov, iTnrot ivoicTtpoi' agirctcaq & rr)v xopw, uxtro (ptvyvr. 

Palaeph. de Incred. Hilt. cap. 30. The fame aflertion is made 
by Tzetzes. Schol. in Lycoph. CaiTan. ver. 136. 

k Equi Pelopis ill! Neptunii, qui per undas currus fufpenfos 

rapuilfe dicuntur. Cic. Tufc. Difp. lib. ii. cap. 2$. 

* 

1 Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 752. 
m It is a remarkable circumltance, and whatferves addition¬ 
ally to (hew the connexion of Pelops with the arkite worlhip, 
that the Trojan Palladium was fuppofed to have been formed 
out of the bones of that Hero. Arnob. adv. Gent. lib. iv.—Clem. 
Alex. Strom, lib. vi.—Jul. Firm, de Err. Prof. Rel. Hippoda- 
mia, in gratitude for her marriage with Pelops, built a temple 
to Junp, the Noetic dove. Pauf. i. Eliac. p. 417. 

c 3 little 
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little doubt of his being the fame perfon as 
Bacchus, or Ofiris. Hence, like thole deities, 
he is feigned to have been torn limb/rom 
limb, and afterwards to have had his fcat- 
tered members joined together again m ; and 
hence, in allufion to the fecond or mytholo¬ 
gical birth of the patriarch, he is defcribed by 
Lycophron as reftored to life, and enjoying 
the pleafures of a fecond youth 

i 

*Ov Jff r}£curctVTcL 3 xouf @cl()vv irodov 

QvyovToL Nclv/as^ovto? k^raxrtj^iov, 

E<T£*A’ Epe%S'eu? ts Acutqcuvcuxz yvta ,f °. 

♦ 

Another of the Hippian or arkite gods was 
Hercules: whence we find, that the title of 
Hippodites was given to him; ' that he was 
worfhipped both at Oncheftus and Thebes p ; 


m Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 152. 

n The fable of the dilaceration of Bacchus, as I lhall here¬ 
after fhew, is a corruption of the primitive allegory; which 
reprefented, not the god of the Ark, but the Ark itfelf, as torn 
afunder, and as having its limbs fcattered over the face of the 
whole world. Vide infra chap. viii. 

0 Lyc. Caff. ver. 136. 

P *H^axAjj< 0 tv Oyxprv rifM/fxuof, 0! h tv ©q&ti;. 

Hefych. Apollodorus has given us a catalogue of the fons of 
Hercules, among whom we find Hippeus, Tripfippas (Tor- 
Ip-Sip), Onefippus (On-Es-Ip), Menippides (Men-Hippa- 
Dus), Hippodromes (Hip-Adar-Am-Es), Hippotus, Argelas 
(Arg-El-As), Archedices (Arca-dag), Alopius (Al-Op), Afo- 

pides 
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and that a variety of traditions refpe&ing 
horfes occur in his fabulous hiftory. He is 
faid for inftance to have driven away the 
Thracian mares of Diomede, the fon of Mars 
and Cyrene, which fed upon human flefh; 
a circumftance, I apprehend, allufive to the 
cruel rites, with which the joint worfhip of 
the Ark and the Sun were anciently cele- 

S 

brated q : and he is fuppofed to have under¬ 
taken the deliverance of the Trojan Helione 
from the Cetus, upon condition that Lao- 
medon fliould give him the mares, which he 
had received from Jupiter in recompenfe for 
the rape of Ganymede'. He is further re¬ 
ported to have llain Hippolyta, the imaginary 
queen of the Amazojis, or fire-worlhippers, 
Juno having inftigated their army to attack 
him *; which fable, like many others of the 
fame nature, apparently relates to the war 
between the two great fe&s of the Ark and 
the Sun *. 

With regard to the Amazons, whom the 

» 1 __ *> 3 

pidcs (As-Op), Mentor (Menah-Tor), Hippocrates, and Hip- 

pozygus. Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. j. 

* Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. 4. 

* 

r Ibid. cap. j. 

8 Ibid. cap. 4, 

1 Or, as the Hindoos term them, in their account of this 
war, the worfhippers of the Yoni and the Lingam. 

c 4 Greeks, 
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Greeks, by deriving that appellation from a 
word in their own language, converted into a 
nation of female warriors u , they feem to have 
been fo called from the adoration of Am- 

# ' V 

Azon, the blazing Sun x . Hence they are faid 
to have been the children of Mars by Har¬ 
monia y . ■ The fcholiafl however upon Efchy- 
lus defcribes Harmonia, not as the confort of 
Mars, but as his offspring by Venus z ; while 
the fcholiafl upon Apollonius reprefents her 
as the lifter of Dardanus &nd Jafion, and as 
the daughter of Elebtra a . Both thefe gene¬ 
alogies of Harmonia are equally mythologi¬ 
cal: for Dardanus-Polyarches, as I have al- 


u See a difiert. on this fubje& in Bryant’s Anal. vol. 3. 
x Palephatus does not fcruple to declare, that the Amazons 
were not women, but a nation of barbarians. Ilip» Apoi&w rat 
h Akyfcwr, 07 t y yitottxti titrate aU* atfyts (zafeagoi. Palaeph. <Jc In* 
cred. Hift. cap. 33. 

y Apoll. Argon, lib. ii. ver. 992. 

z 'Append* TV}* AQpoh tijs xai Aptvs 0 K afpos* Schol. in 
Sept. con. Theb. ver. 140. 

a Exa ya(> («r ry Eapo$paxy) ux it HXixt pad y A'7'AarTOf, xat m ro- 
pa^tTo vito tuv ty%vpw2TfjeTvyi{, v* (fycriv ' EXAecnxoq HAixt pvvtyv 
xd\iio$cti. Eysmjo-e t petg / &aahcf, Aot^xtov Tor 1 ? Tfoiocr xarotxij- 
trufTa, o* xa.i Tlohvdpxv) Qccai fayerSatt vvo rvv ty%wpiv 9 ' xon Hit*- 
tovot) 09 \uaw9d o9opd^aa , i* —— Tpny* vryvt *Appo*td9, yr vyaytro 
Ka^pof, xai aw 0 t>js pyrpof aurys HXexrp^uf TnAa? tjj? 0W?uf oro* 
pacrcu If-ogst - E XhdVixoq cr vj^uTid Tpmxu*, xai loops9tv{ <r VgvTy 

T fvXxMf. Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 916. 

ready 
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ready obferved b , is Dar-da-Nus-Bol-Arca, the 
iUujlrious Noah, the lord -of the Ark ; his bro¬ 
ther Jafion is As-On, the blazing filar orb\ 
Mars is the Sun; and Venus, the Ark. * The 
amours therefore of Mars and Venus, which, 
are celebrated fo_ continually by the poets, - 
relate only to the allegorical marriage of the 

folar Noah and the lunar Ark. Harmonia 

\ 

is ufually fuppofed to have been the wife of 
the Phenician Cadmus, the founder of Thebes; 
but Palephatus makes the Sphinx to be his 
confort, arid adds, that; (he was an Amazon 
and an Argive c . The Sphinx feems to have 
been nothing more, than an hieroglyphical re- 
prefentation of the two united fu perditions, 
by means of their fymbols, the woman, the 
lion, and the ferpent; and the whole fable 
refpedling her was mod probably ingrafted 
upon the emblematical theology of the Cuth- 
ites, whom the Greeks denominated Ethio¬ 
pians : accordingly, we learn from Pifander, 
that the Sphinx was fent by Juno out of 
Ethiopia, for the puniihment of Laius and 
the Thebans d . Since Cadmus then is gene¬ 
rally repreferited as a Phenician®, we have 

b Vide fupra vol. i. p. 344. 

c Palseph. cap. 7. 

4 Pif. apod fchol. in Eurip. Phcen. ver. 1789. 

• He is Sometimes however laid to have come from Thebes 

in 
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every reafon to believe, that from him the 

Canaanitilh Cadmonites f derived their appel¬ 
lation, as the Hermonites * did theirs from his 
wife Harmonia. .Not that there were ever 
really fuch perfons as Cadmus and Harmonia, 
for, Cadmus, or Cadm-On h , the oriental Sun, 


in Egypt. Diod. Bibl. lib. i. p. 20.—Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 12 q 6. 
The fa6fc is, that the fame helio-arkite worfhip was equally ef- 
tablifhed in Greece, in Egypt, and in Phenicia. 

1 Gen. xv. 19. 

s Pfalm xlii. 6. Mount Hermon was called Sirion by the 
Tyrians. Deut. iii. 9. The reafon of this is obvious : Sirion 
is the folar deity Noah , and thence naturally connedted with 
Har-Mon, the bill of the Ark. 

h Cadmus is a&ually denominated Cadmon by Stephanus of 
Byzantium. De Urb. p. 415. The editor has indeed corrected 
Cadmon to Cadmus ; but he acknowledges, that it is contrary 
to the reading of every copy, both printed and manufcript. The 
various travels of Cadmus feem to relate to the migrations of 
his wbrlhippers, who were originally Phenicians or Egyptians, 
and who carried with them, wherever they went, the rites of 
the Cabiri. Hence we find that Cadrpus is fuppofed to have 
been in Rhodes, in Thera, in Thafus, in Eubea, and in Samo- 
thrace 5 all which places, as we have feen, were famed for the 
worihip of the Cabiric deities. Accordingly in Samothrace, 
he is faid to have been initiated into the Myfteries. Diod. Bibl. 
lib. v. p. 329, 323.—Herod, lib. iv. cap. 147.—Euftath. in 
Dionyf. Perieg. ver. 517.—Strab. Geog. lib. x. p. 6 85. It is 
remarkable, that Nonnus beftows upon him the appellation of 
Aletes or Titan . Nonni Dionyf. lib. xiii. p. 242. In fhort, as 
I have already obferved, that Cadmus was the fame perfon as 
Hercules, or the folar Noah; fo Tzetzes informs us, that he was 
likewife the fame as the Cabiric Cadmilus, or Hermes. 

piAtf 
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was a title of the great Noetic god of the 
eaftem world ; while the term Harmonia re¬ 
lates, not to a woman, but a country. It 
alludes to the joint worfhip of the Moon and 
the Ark ; and, like Armenia, Is' Ar-Mon-Aia, 
the mountainous country of the arkite crefcent. 
From thefe remarks on the genealogy of the 
Amazons, it is chronologically evident, that, 
if we fuppofe them to be literally the children 
of Harmonia, the niece of Dardanus, they ne¬ 
ver could have been a powerful nation at war 
with Hercules, in the age immediately pre¬ 
ceding that of the fiege of Troy. Equally ir- 
reconcileable with the common courle of na¬ 
ture will be the other fuppofition, that they 
were the defendants of the Phenician Har- 
monia. They were in fa6t a nation, addi&ed 
to the prevailing fuperftition, and deriving 
their name from it; while their mythologi¬ 
cal genealogy, when analyfed, f rves only to 
lhew, that, like all other pagan nations, they 
deduced their origin from the folar Noah, and 
the lunar Ark. 

I have obferved in a preceding page, (to 
return from this digreffion refpedting the Ama¬ 
zons,) that Mercury is M’Erech-Ur, the great 

i 

t 

Hite xui KetSfjw, ijTo* 'Epps. Tzet. in Lycopb. ver. 219. "o 
Kalftot; fir ok 'Eppw, urtt Xtyopivof wot^ct Bowroif. Ibid. 

fre- 



% 


Digitized by 




A DISSERTATION 


aS 

fire-deity of the Ark; and have offered a vari¬ 
ety of reafons to (hew that this title is ftridtly 
applicable to his character. Confidered then 
as an arkite God, he bears the name of Hip-> 
parcheus *, or the deity of the Hippian Ark k .* 
and is feigned, under the appellation of Odin, 
(as he was denominated by the northern na¬ 
tions,) to have poffeffed a wonderful horfe, 
with eight legs, called Sleipner l . This animal 
was produced at a time when the gods were 
in great danger from the incurfions of the gi¬ 
ants > who are equally, in the Gothic, the 
Grecian, the Egyptian, and the Hindoo my¬ 
thology, fuppofed to have exifted at the-era 

* * ^ r _ 

of the deluge. They were in fhort the irre¬ 
claimable antediluvians; and, as fuch, are 
faid in the Rdda to have been fwept away by 
the waters of a flood 11 *. Upon the horfe 
Sleipner, or, in other words, in the Ark, 
Gdin, the father of inchantments, defcended 

X 

into the infernal regions; thofe regions by 


* *l'7rrra,%yjios ) *Ep^t*js‘ Hefych. 

* The fable of Mercury being changed into an dbis, when 
the gods affumed the forms of different animals through fear of 
Typhon, may perhaps relate only to the arkite Hippa j the P 
paffing into B. 'Eppw h l£»f. Ant. lib. Metam. cap. 28. Cyl- 
lenius Ibidis alis. Ovid. Metam. lib. v. ver. 331. 

1 Edda, Fab. 21, 

1 

” Ibid. Fab. 4, 


which 
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which the ancients fymbolically defcribed the 
central cavity of the earth, the vafl recepta¬ 
cle of the diluvian watersIf from Scan¬ 
dinavia we extend our refearches into the 
Eaft, we fhall find, that the Japanefe Budfdo- 
Siaka, who is the fame as Buddha, Odin, Fo- 
hi, and Hermes, is no lels connected with the 
arkite horfe, than the great deity of the Goths. 
According to Kasmpfer, the firfl, that taught 
the religion of Budfdo in China, “ came over 
4< thither about the year of Chrift fixty-three, 
“ and obtained leave to build a temple, which 
<( is ftill called Fakubafi, that is, the temple of 
u the 'white horfe 0 , becaufe the Kio, or holy 
“ book of Sifika, was brought over on a 
“ white horfe p .” 

* “ Odin, the foyereign of men arifes: he faddles his horfe 
" Sleipner 5 he mounts, and is conveyed to the fubterraneous 
"abode of Hela.” Bartholin, lib. iii. cap. ». apud Mallet* 
vol. a. p. 220. It is poffible, that the word Skipner may be * 
variation of Sip-Ner, i& Hip or ark of the feu . Perhapis alfo the 
precife number of his .legs may allude to the arkite ogdoad. 

0 Mr. Maurice thinks, that Kaempfer has erroneovfy given 
to Budfdo the white horfe of the tenth Avatar : (Hift. of Hind* 
ver. i. p. 481.) but I am by no means inclined to affent to his 
fupportion, both becaufe Kaempfer relates the tradition upon 
the authority of the Japanefe hiflorians •> becaufe a Budfdoin 
temple Vras a&ually built in honour of this white horfe ; and 
becaufe the horfe in the Avatar is repnefented with wings, 110 
mention of which is made by Kaempfer in fpeaking of the horfe 
pf Budfdo. 

* foempL. Japan, p. 247. The holy book Kio is probably 

the 
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The emblematical horfe is introduced alfo 
into the hiftory of Saturn. This deity is laid 
to have metamorphofed himfelf into one of 
thole animals, and in that form to have en¬ 
joyed Phil)'ra the daughter of Oceanus. The 
fruit of their loves was the centaur Chiron; 
who is clofely connected with the Argonautic 
expedition, and who was the preceptor of the 
renowned Achilles q . The daughter of Chi¬ 
ron (for the whole of his genealogy is entire¬ 
ly mythological) was called Hippa, or Mena - 


the fame as the holy book, which the Hindoos believe to have 
been recovered by Vifhnou from the demon Hyagriva when the 

4 

waters of the deluge abated. (Afiat. Ref. vol. i. p. 233.) It is 

4 

not unworthy of obfervation, that in the third Avatar, which 
manifeftly relates to the hiftory of the flood, two of the arkite 
lymbols, the cow and the horfe, are very conlpicuoufly intro¬ 
duced. (See the print in Maur. Hift. of Hind. vol. i. p. 581.) 
They are depi£ted Handing upon the neighbouring fhore, while 
the Soors and Afloors, or the good and evil genii, violently 
churn the ocean with the mountain Mandar, on the top of 
which is feated Vifhnou, and round which is twifted a huge 
ferpent. (Maur. Hift. of Hind. vol. i. p. 584.) Mandar feems 
to be the Ark, the word itfelf being perhaps a contra£lion of 
Manah-Adar, the illujirious Noetic Ark ; the ferpent relates to 
the folar worfhip; and the bow, which appears beneath the 
tortoife, brings to our remembrance the propitious rainbow, the 
flgn of God’s clemency towards the renovated world. As for 
the cow, it is denominated by the Hindoos the co%u of plenty 5 
and that with perfe6t propriety, for it was a fymbol of the Ark, 
the Ceres or Magna Mater of claflical antiquity. 
q Hyg. Fab. 138:—Schol. in Pind. Pyth. 3. vol. i. 

lippa 
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lippa; and flie was feigned by fome to have 
been changed into a mare, and placed among 
the conftellations 1 : but others fuppofed, that 
the catafterifm of the horfe was not Hippa, 
but Pegafus *. The import of both thefe tra¬ 
ditions however is precifely the fame j for as 
Pegafus is the Hippo-P’Aga, or diluvian Ark, 
fo Hippa, or Menalippa, is Men-El-Hippa, 
the divine Noetic Hippa. Although Saturn, 
when confidered with a reference to the ark- 
ite worlhip, be the fcriptural Noah; yet in 
another point of view, like moft of the prin¬ 
cipal heathen deities, he is the Sun *. Hence 
his fabulous conlort, Rhea, or Cybele, was 
frequently termed Ops, or the ophite goddefs u ; 
notwithftanding the circumftance of her be¬ 
ing, like Venus, both the lunar Ark in the 
diluvian myfteries, and the globe of the Earth 
emerging from the bofom of the waters x . In 

* Hyg. Poet. Aftron. lib. ii. cap. 18. 

• Ibid. ' 

1 Saturnus ipfe, qui au&or eft temporum, et ideo a Graecis i 
immutata litera Kpo wc quali Xporos vocatur, quid aliud nili Sol 
intelligendus eft? Macrob. Saturn, lib. i. cap. 22. 

u Idem (Saturnus) fororem fuam Rheam, quam Latine Opem 
idicimus. Ladt. de Fal. Rel. lib. i. cap. 13. Hanc deam Opem 
Satumi conjugem crediderunt. Macrob. Saturn, lib. i. cap. 10. 

x Terram Opem.—Huic deaefedentes vota concipiunt, ter- 
ramque de induftria tangunt; demonftrantes et ipfam matrem 
cfle terram mortalibus appetendam. Ibid. 

this 
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this laft Capacity, flic had an oracle in com¬ 
mon with Neptune, which was attended by 
a prieft denominated Purcon, or P’Ur-Chon, 
the priefl of fire , in allufion to the lolar devo¬ 
tion 7 . 

Having now confldered the hiftories of the 
Several Hippian or arkite deities, I fliall pro¬ 
ceed to analyfe fome of the many gentile tra¬ 
ditions, which are founded upon the lymbo- 
lical Hippa. 

The city of Oncheftus, celebrated for the 
worfliip both of Neptune and Hercules, re¬ 
ceived its name from One, or Ogc, the Ocean ; 
and as fuch was the fuppofed refidence of 
Hippomenes. According to Ovid, the father 
of this hero was Megareus; his grandfather, 
Oncheftius and his great-grandfather, Nep¬ 
tune*. He was the lover of the beautiful 
Atalanta; who was by tome believed to be 
the child of Scheneus, and by others, of Ia- 
fus and Clymene the daughter of Minyas, 
from whom the Argonauts were called Mi- 
nyae a . Atalanta, when an infant, was ex- 


y Tiwuioms £t xoivy xctt Tik •»>** to jxarrtitu' xai tx* fxtt x& 9 
ttt UocH^un h imagerx* «? ret fttetmvptetret titan Tlvfxwtct* Pauf« 
Phoc. p. 309. 

* Ovid. Metam. lib. x. ver. 603. 

* Thefc two Atalantae are fpoken of as different perfons, but 
I apprehend them to have been originally the fame. 

pofed 
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pofed by her father, and fuckled by a bear: 
afterwards, when arrived at years of maturity, 
fhe became the wife of Hippomenes, who had 
conquered her in the race by the artifice of the 
golden apples b . Hyginus fays, that both fhe 
and her hufband were at length changed into 
lions by Jupiter, in the neighbourhood of 
ParnafTus c ; but Ovid afcribes their* meta- 1 
morphofis to Cybele, the mother of the 
gods d . 

Hippomenes is Hippo-Menes, the arkite 
Menes, or Noah j and his confort Atalanta is 
At-Al-An-Ta, the divine Jhip of the Sun. e . 
Minyas, as we fhall fee more at large here¬ 
after, is Menu, or Noah; and Megareus, the 
father of Hippomenes, is Ma-Car, the Ulujlri - 
ms Sun. The circumftance of Atalanta’s be¬ 
ing nurfed by a bear is a ftory of much the 
fame, import, as the metamorphofis of Callif- 
to into one of thofe animals, and the unnatu¬ 
ral paffion of Polyphonte for another of them. 
The Greek word, which fignifies a bear , hap¬ 
pens to be Ardlos, and the Noetic veil'd was 
worfhipped under the name of Arc-Do , or 

b Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. ix. 
c Or the arkite mountain . Vide fupra vol. i. p. 255. 
d Hyg. Fab. 183.—Ovid. Metam. lib. x. ver. 686. 
e I have already obferved, that many of the goddefies derived 
their titles from folar appellations. Vide fupra voL i. p. 178. 

vol. n. d the 
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the divine. Ark ; hence they were confounded 
together, and hence originated the wild fabler 
of bears being in fome manner connedled 
with perfons denominated Areas , Bootes , Hip-* 
pomenes, or Hipponus. Thus Areas, or JSoo-. 
tes, was the reputed Ion of Callifto; Hippo- 
menes, the reputed hufband of Atalanta j and 
Hipponus, or Hippo-Nus, the Hippian Noab t 
the reputed father of Polyphontc f . The lit 
ons. Into which Hippomenes and his confbrt 
were fuppofed to have been changed, are only, 
as we have repeatedly feen, the ufual folar 
emblems s . 

As for Minyas, or Menu* the fon of Orcho* 
menus, and the grandfather of Atalanta, he is 
laid by Antoninus Liberalis to have had three 
daughters, Leucippa, Arfippa, and Alcatho&. 
Thefe were driven to madnefs by Bacchus, 
and compelled to ramble wildly through the 
mountains, till Leucippa, in her diftra&oui' 
tore her fon Hippafus in pieces h . 


f Anton. Liber. Metam. cap. 21. 

s This huntrefs Atalanta is enumerated by Apollodorus 
among the Argonauts$ (Bibl. lib. i. cap. 9.) but Apollonius 
only makes her exprefs a with to accompany them, on account 
of her affe&ion for Jafon. (Argon, lib. i. ver. 771.) At any 

® J * • * 

rate Ihe was immediately connected with the Minyae or Noa- 
chidae, being, as I have juft remarked, the grand-daughter of 
Minyas. 

h Anton. Liber. Metam. cap. 10. 

The 
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The wanderings of Lepcippa and her fillers 
are of the fame nature as thofe of To and Ce* 
res; and allude only to the unfettled flate of 
the Ark upon the furface of the waters. 
Hence, as Bacchus or Noah is faid to have 
driven the daughters of Minyas to madnefs, fo 
the fame calamity is fuppofed to have been 
brought upon lo by Juno, or the dove. Leu- 
cippa accordingly is Luc-Hippa; and Arfip- 
pa, Ares-Hippa, the Jrk of' the folar Noah : 
while Hippafus is Hippa-Zeus, the god of the 
Hippa. Hence we find, that the legend of 
the death of Hippafus is nearly related to the 
misfortunes of Bacchus and Ofiris; the for- 
mer of whom was feigned to have been torn 
by the Titans, and the latter by Typhon. 

The ftory of Hippolytus is another tradition 
founded upon the term Htph. Hippolytus 
was the fon of Thefeus, and was faid to have 
been accidentally killed in confequence of his 
horfes taking fright at a fea-mopfler. Diana, 
by the affiflance of Efculapius, brought him 
back from the infernal regions, and conveyed 
him to the grove Aricia in Italy. Here he 
was Worfhipped under the name of Virbius l , 

* 

* Quatuor millibus ab urbe eft Virbii clivus, qua iter eft ad 
Ariciam, et ad nemus Dianas, ubi Virbius colitur, id eft Hip¬ 
polytus, quod bis in vitam prolapfus fit. Schol. in Perf. Sat. 6 . 
▼er. 56. , 

D 2. or 

' < 


Digitized by ^.ooQie 



36 A DISSERTATION 

' % 

I /■ 

or the twice-born; and was feigned to have 
become the confort of the nymph Aricia, and 
the father of a fecond Virbius. 

Ibat et Hippolyti proles pulcherrima bello, 
Virbius : infignem quem mater Aricia mifit, 
i Edudum Egerias lucis humentia circum 
Littora, pinguis ubi et placabilis ara Dianas. 
Namque feruntfama Hippolytum, poflquam ar¬ 
te novercas 

Occident, patriafque explerit fanguine poenas, 
Turbatis diftradus equis, ad fidera rurfus 
JEtherea, et fuperas cceli venifle fub auras, 
Paeoniis revocatum herbis, et amore Dianas. 
Turn pater omnipotens, aliquem indignatus ab 
umbris 

Mortalem infernis ad lumina lurgere vitas, 

Ipfe repertorem medicine tabs et artis 
Fulmine Phoebigenam Stygias detrufit ad undas. 
At Trivia'Hippolytum fecretis alma recondit 
Sedibus, et nymphae Egerias nemorique relegat: 
Solus ubi in fylvis ltalis ignobilis asvum 
Exigeret, verfoque ubi nomine Virbius eflet. 
Unde etiam Trivise templo lucifque facratis 
Cornipedes arcentur equi, quod littore currum 
Et juvenem monftris pavidi effudere marinis k . 

The fon of fam’d Hippolytus was there ; 
Fam’d as his fire, and as his mother fair. 

k -/Eaeid. lib. vii. ver. 561. 

Whom 
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Whom in'Egerian groves Aricia bore, 

And nurs’d his youth along the marlhy fhore: 
Where great Diana’s peaceful altars dame 
In fruitful fields, and Virbius was his name. 
Hippolytus, as old records have faid, 

Was by his Stepdame fought to lhare her bed: 
But when no female arts his mind could move. 
She turn’d to furious hate her impious love. ' 
Torn by wild horfes on the fandy (hore. 
Another’s crimes th’unhappy hunter borej 
Glutting his father’s eyes with guiltlefs gore, 
But chafte Diana, who his death deplor’d, 

With Efculapian herbs his life reftor’d. 

When Jove, who law from high, with juft dif- 
dain 

The dead in pfir’d with vital breath again, 
Struck to the centre with his darning dart, 

Th’ unhappy founder of the godlike art. 

But Trivia kept in fecret (hades alone, 

Her care, Hippolytus, to fate unknown j 
And call’d him Virbius in th’ Egerian grove : 
Where then he liv’d obfcure, but fafe from Jove, 

I 

For this, from Trivia’s temple and her wood. 
Are couriers driven, who Ihed their maftet’s 
blood, 

Affrighted by the monfters of the dood. 

Dryden. 


Servius, in his commentary upon the Ene- 
id, very juftly remarks, that Virbius, or Hip¬ 
polytus,. was worfhipped in conjun&ion with 

d 3 Diana, 
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Diana, precifely in the fame manner as Attis 
was joined to the mother of the Gods, Erich- 
thonius to Minerva, and Adonis to Venus *. 
He was, in fa<ft, like each of thofe deities, no 
other than the principal god of the Hippa, or 
Ark m . Hence, as Hercules, Bacchus, Ofiris, 
Adonis, and Mercury, are all feigned to have 
returned from the fabulous regions of Hades ; 
<6 we find Hippolytus, by the favour of the 

Tauric Diana 1 *, and the medicines of the Ca- 

* 

1 Re vera autem, et ut fupra diximus, Virbius eft numen 
co&jun&um Dianae, ut matri De£tm Attis, Minervae Erichtho? 

4 

nius, Veneri Adonis. Serv. in loc. 

m One of the wives of Thefeus was called Hippa , whom I 
take to be the fame mythological perfonage as Hippolyta, the 
fuppofed mother of Hippolytus. A then. Deipnof. lib. xiii. 
P‘ 557 * Thefeus himfelf is enumerated by Apollonius among the 

fabulous Argonauts ; and is faid, like his fon Hippolytus, to 

# 

have defcended into Hades, and afterwards to have been reftored 

V 

to the light of day. Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. ioi.« —Schol. 
in loc. He is alfo rep re fen ted as being contemporary with the 
Cretan Minos or Menu. 

n It is plain that this Diana is the Tauric Diana, fo called 
from Taurus, ibt arkit* ball , becaufe Virgil applies to her 
the epithet placabilis . Upon which Servius remarks : Placabi- 
lis, ac d dice ret, non qualis ante fuit, vel illic vel apud Centau- 
ros humano gaudens cruore ; quam hiftoriam plene in fecundo 
diximus, cum Iphigeniae incidit commemoratio. Iphigenia, 
the daughter of Agamemnon, was the prieftefs of the Tauric 
Diana. See Eurip. Iphig. in Taur. Iphigenia is Ipha-Chenah, 
the pn fiefs of tb& Ipba or Ark. She was, moreover, not only a 
p®icftcjs of Diana, but alfo Diana herfelf; the mimfters of the 
heathen gods, as we have repeatedly obferved, bearing frequent* 


# 
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bir Efculapius, reftored to the light of day, 
after his confinement in the gloom of Hell. 
The ftory of his death being occafioned by 
his horfes taking fright at a fea-monfter is a 
mere petverfion of two of the arkite lymbols ° j 
and his allegorical confort Aricia p is nothing 
more than the Ark. 

It is Worthy of oblervation, that, according 
to the text of Servius, Efculapius, who re¬ 
ftored Hippolytus to life, is by Virgil ftyled 
a Pbentcian. 

f 

9 

Fulmine Pxnigenam Stygias detrufit ad undas. 

This circumftance naturally reminds us of the 

> 

ly thi names of the deities, whom they feryed. Thus the Tatu 
rians themfelves afierted, that their goddefs was Iphigertia, the 
daughter of Agamemnon. Tip h foupopa ravryp ry Svetri, htyua-p 
av to * Tat/foi Iftyipuut tip AyaptfAPOfOi iihbi . Herod, lib. lv. cap. 
I03. 

0 Ovid fays, that the fea-monfter, which frightened the horfes 
of Hippolytus, was a bull, that emerged from the waves, like 
the Cretan bultof Minos. 

■ — Mare furrexit, cumulufque immanis aquarum 
Iii montis fpeciem curvari, et crefcere vifus, 

£t dare mugitus, fummoque cacumine findi. 

Corniger hint: taurus ruptis expellitur undis, 

Peftoribufque tenus molles ere&us in auras, 

Naribus et patulo partem maris eVomit ore. 

Me tarn. lib. xv. ver. 508. 

p From this Aricia, the Arician grove, where Numa held his 
no&urnal conferences with the goddefs Egeria, was fuppofed to 

have derived its name. 

d 4 Pbe- 
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Phenician Cabir Efculapius of Sanchoniatho; 
and refers us nof to Greece, but to the Eaft, 
for the fable of Hippolytus. The ancient 
commentator upon ‘Horace introduces Juno, 
or the dove, into this mythological hiflory, 
which I do not recollect to have feen done by 
any other writer. He mentions, that, although 
Diana had once brought her favourite hero 
from the fhades below, yet Juno was not able 
• to lave him from a fecond, that is a natural 
death q . 

The fame allufion to the facred Hippa maybe 
traced in the fabulous hiftory of Alopd. Alope 
was the daughter of Cercyon, the Ion of Vul¬ 
can ; and, by a lecret intercourfe with Nep¬ 
tune, lhe became the mother of Hippothoiis. 
Unwilling that her Ihame fhould' be difco- 
vered by her father, file expofed her infant; 
but it was fuckled by a mare, and thus pre- 
ferved from death r . 

Alope, like Europa, was fo denominated 
in honour of Al-Op, the divine ferpent s ; and 


* Revocare quidem ilium potuit (Diana ab infcris), at im- 
mortalem facere non potuit: quia licet dicatur Hippolytus re- 
vocatus, non potuit tamen a Junone in hac luce teneri. Vet. 
Commen. in Horat. lib. iv. Od. 7. cum emend. Jacobi Cruquii 
Mefifenii, 4to. 

r Hyg. Fab. 187. 

1 I have already attempted to account for the application of 

folar 
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her father Cercyon is Cer-Chon, the priejl of 
the Sun. Hence, in reference to. the folar 
worfhip, he is made the offspring of Vulcan. 
The imaginary amour therefore of Neptune 
and Alope, and the fable of the mare adting 
as a nurfe to their offspring, are founded en¬ 
tirely upon a mifunderftanding of the mytho¬ 
logical term Hippa \ 

Nearly the fame ftory is told of Neptune, 
and Menalippa u ; whofe infants were, in a 
fimilar manner, expofed, and fuckled by the 
other arkite emblem, the cow x . The name of 
one of thefe children was Beotus, from whom 
Beotia was fuppofed to have received its ap¬ 
pellation. Beotus however was the fame as 
Butes, Bootes, Buddha, and Budfdo ; in other 
wor<ls, he was the god of the fymbolical hei¬ 
fer : whence Thebes, the capital of Beotia, 
was fo called, as we hare already feen, from 
Theba, the Ark. 

lam much inclined to think like wife, that 


folar titles to the heathen goddeffes. Vide fupra vol. i, p. 178. 
note p. 

* Hippothoiis afterwards became king of Arcadia, or the land 

. / 

of the divine Ark , Pauf. Arcad. p. 607. . 

u We have already feen, that Menalippa was the daughter 
of Chiron, and that (he was feigtied to have been changed into 
a mare. 


* Hyg,- Fab.. 18 6 . 

»• f 
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the mythological Hippa is purpofely intro- 
. duced by Virgil into his epifode refpeCting 
• Camilla. Servius, his commentator, fcmples 
Hot to affert, that the word Camilla is derived 
from Cafmilus of Camillas , the title of the 
Samothracian Cabir Mercury: and it abun¬ 
dantly appears, that the Eneid is peculiarly a 
theological poem, both from the obfervations 
which have already been made upon the 
myftic Hades, and from the criticifms of Ma- 
crobius. Thefe confideratiorts render it by 
no means improbable, that the romantic fable 
of Camilla having been fuckled by a mare is 
built upon Virgil’s acquaintance with the 
Myfteries of the Hippio-Cabiric Ceres *. 

1 have already noticed Abas, as being con¬ 
nected with the Abantes; and Perfeus, as 
being Peres-Zeus, or the folar deity. They 
were both efteemed Argives or arkites; 
whence we may naturally expeCt to meet 
with forne allufions to the iymbolical Hippa 
in the courfe of their fabulous genealogy. 
Abas was the fon of Hypermneftra, by Lyn- 
ceus, the fucceffor of Danaus at Argos. He 
cfpoufed Ocalea, the daughter of Mantineus, 
and became the father of Acrifius and Pre- 
tus; who are faid to have quarrelled even in 

z iEneid. Servii, lib - , xi. p. 6jo. 

their 
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their mother’s womb, and afterwards, when 
arrived at man’s edate, to have contended for 
die kingdom. In this druggie, Acrifius 
proved victorious; and Pretus was forced to 
retire to Tiryns. Here he begot Lyfippa, 
Iphinoe, and Iphianafla; who were driven to 
madnefs, and compelled to ramble through 
the whole country of the Argives, for having 
flighted, according to Hefiod, the Myfteries 
of Bacchus, but, according to Acufilaus, for 
defpifmg the ftatue of Juno a . 

The genealogy of the line of Danaus, like 
mod others of the fabulous ages, is entirely 
mythological; confiding only of varied repe¬ 
titions of the diluvian hidory b . Thus, while 
Danaus himfelf is the great patriarch, his re- 


* ApoIIod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. a. 

b Hence we find, that the radicals Hifb and Arg perpetu¬ 
ally occur in the genealogies of Danaus and Egyptus. The 
wife of the latter of thefe brothers was Argyphia (Arg-Hipha) ; 
and among his* ions we meet with Bufiris (Bu-Sir), Daiphron 
(Da-Hiph-Aron), Alcmenon (Al-Oc-Men-On), Hippothous 
(Hippo-Thus), Menalcas (Mcn-Al-Oc-As), Argius (Arghi), 
Archelaus (Arc-©), and Hippocoryfies (Hippo-Cor). Mod 
alfo of the names, which the daughters of Danaus bear, are 
words of a fimilar origin. Thus we have Hippodamia (Hippa- 

Ba-Maia), Hippomedufa (Hippa-Ma-Dufa), Iphimedufa (Hi-* 

» 

ph*-Ma-Dufa)j Pirene (P* Arena), Euhippa (the beautiful Hif* 
pa), Chryfippa (the golden Hip fa) , Glaucippa (the fea-green 
Hippo), Dioxippa (Di-Og-Hippa), Pylargg (Bala-Arga), and 
^odafeg (Bond*Area). See Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. i. 

mote 
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mote defcendant Perleus, from the circum- 
ftance of his having been expofed in an ark, 
is evidently the lame. In a limilar manner, 
Hypermneftra the wife of Lynceus, and Oca- 
lea the mother of Acrifius and Pretus, are 
equally a perfonification of the Ark. Hy¬ 
permneftra is Hip-Or-Menes-Tora, the hippo - 
tauriform Ark of the fclar Menes j and Oca- 
lea, the allegorical daughter of Mantineus, or 
Man-Tin-Nus, the arkite Cetus Noah, is Oc- 
Alla, the goddefs of the Ocean. The conteft 
between- the two brothers, like that of the 
Th.eban pteocles and Polynices c , relates to 
the ftruggle between the votaries of the two 
fuperftitions; and as for the ftory of the 
madnefs of Lyftppa, Iphinoe, and Iphianafta, 
it is a mere repetition of the fable of Leu- 
cippa, Arfippa, and Alcathoe, the daughters 
of Minyas d . They both relate to the wan¬ 
derings of the Hippa or Ark; whence we 
find Bacchus and Juno, or* Noah and the 
dove, introduced as principal adtors. Ly- 
fippa is the fame title as Leucippa; Iphino£ 
is Ipha-Noe, the Ark of Noah ; and Iphianafta 
is the royal Ipba. It is remarkable, that one 
of thefe virgins is allegorically faid by Apol- 
lodorus to have efpoufed Melampus, the fbn 

c Vide fupra u. d Vide fupra p. 34. 

of 

> * 
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of Amythaon by Idomene the daughter of 
Abas ; the fame Melampus, who, according 
to Herodotus, learned from Cadmus the ne¬ 
farious rites of Bacchus, the Cabiri, and the 
Phallus, and firft introduced them among the 
Hellenes e . I have little doubt, but that 
Melampus is juft as fabulous a character as 
Cadmus, Abas, or Acrifius : the word is pro¬ 
perly an arkite title, M’El-Am-Bus, the di¬ 
vine helio-arkite bull, which the Greeks, as 
they were wont, perverted into Melampus, 
a perfon with black feet. Hence we find, that 
Melampus is laid by Cicero to have been one 
of the Cabiri, or Diofcori f . 

It has been obferved, upon the authority 
of Palephatus, that Pegafus, the winged horfe 
of Bellerophon, was nothing more than an 
ark, or long ihip 8 . If Pegafus then be the 
Ark, Bellerophon muft of courfe be the god 
of the Ark, or Noah. Accordingly he is faid 
by Tzetzes to have been likewife called Hip - 


e Herod, lib. ii. cap. 49, 50, 51. The ancient Pelafgi wdto 
already in pofleflion of thofe Myfteries. 
t Cicer. de Nat. Deor. lib. iii. cap. 21. 

8 From this Hippo-Pegafus the • celebrated fountain Hippo- 
crene received its name. It was fituated in Beotia, and was 
fuppoied to have been produced by a ftroke of his hoof, Hyg. 
Poet. Aftron. lib. ii. cap. 18. 

p • * 

porius, 
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■ponus, or Hippo-Nus, the Hippia'n Noah h ; 
and he is reprefented by Hyginus as the bro¬ 
ther of the Phenician Agenor, as the fbn of 
Neptune, and as the grandfon of NufusIt 
is almoil fuperfluous to remark, that this ge¬ 
nealogy is purely mythological, and that Nu¬ 
fus and Hipponus are one and the fame per¬ 
son, Tzetzes mentions, that Bellerophon ac¬ 
quired his name from his having involuntarily 
llain Bellerus*. This is a {lory of precifely 
the fame nature as that of the murder of Ar¬ 
gus by Mercury-Argiphontes. Bellerophon, 
Bellerophontes, or Bel-Ur-Opb-Phont, was 
merely a title of the folar deity Noah 1 ; and 
it will be evident how very little dependence 
can be placed upon the fable of this imagi¬ 
nary hero having killed Bellerus, when we 
find, that fome mythologills fuppofe him to 
have {lain, not Bellerus, but Deliades, Piren, 

or Atcimenes m . The faffc is, that no raur. 

*. 

** BiAAfpo<pornK> o xtu *lmropx$ x&teptvof, Tzct. in Lycoph, 
# Ter. 17. 

4 Hyg. Fah. 157. 

k Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 17. 

1 The fcholiaft upon Hefiod accordingly informs us, that 
Bellerophon was only a title of the Sun. Tbr/ct- 

ca tvro% 8 fjwos, b Schol. Allcg. in Hefiod. Theog. 

▼er. 319. 

m Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 17. 

der 
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der was ever really committed, the fable 
having entirely originated from a mifconcep- 
tion 'of the title Bel-Ur-Opb-Pbont. Belle- 
rophon is further faid to have efpoufed Phi- 
loqoe or Bala-Noa, the princely Noetic Ark 6 ; 
and his horfe Pegafus is declared by Tzetzes, 
in perfect conformity with Palephatus, to be 
merely a fhip °. 

The hiftory pf the city Tarfus in Cilicia is 
clqfely connected with the legend of Bellero- 
phon. Various accounts arc given of its ori¬ 
ginal foundation. According to Eufiathius, 
it was a colony of thofe Argives, who were 
lent in fearch pf Jo, the daughter of Inachus; 

■ but Solinus p , and Antipater q , make Perfeus 
to have been its founder. The difference 
however between thefe fables is more appa¬ 
rent than real, for they are both of the very 
fame import, and merely ferve to point out 
to ps» that Tarfus was an arkite city: hence 
we find, that a tradition of the deluge pre¬ 
vailed there. In the account, which the 
Tarfians gave of this cataftrophe, they af- 

* Tset. in Lycoph. ver, 17. 

* & oyx ij* twos, « 7*p *n* ova t*s Ivttot 

aAAa yrAoitt! a VTsga Tvyyjxvn t a \l%yoc709 ^ 

n Ibid. 

* Solin. Polyhift. cap. 38. 

* n CQf xTirw* Tagtrt K ttoAk Antip. Epig. 

ferted. 
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ferted, that, when the waters began to retire, 
the tops of the Tauric mountains firft ap¬ 
peared ; at the feet of which flood Tarfus. 
From this circumftance it acquired the name 
of Polls Terjia, or the city of drynefs, which 
was afterwards changed into Tarjiis *; but 
fome mythologifts fuppofed it to have been 
io called oltto roiptrou tow Tbiycarov, from the hoof 
of Pegafus , Bellerophon having been there 
difmounted, and doomed to linger out the 
reft of his days in the Aleian plains s . - Into 
this fame country of Cilicia, as the Argives 
of Inachus had done before him, came Cilix 
alio the fon of Agenor, while employed in 
feeking for his lifter Europa 4 . Thus at length 
we perceive, that the two fables of Io, and 
Europa, meet in ope point. They both al¬ 
lude to the fame circumftance, the voyage of 
the Ark ; and confequently the emblematical 
bull makes a confpicuous appearance in them 


AAXoi fl6» TO* TO QVOflCC TJJf TToXsVS V7T0flVY)flX Tvj$ TH BlXAl^O^OtTOO 
XjuXiiat; utoci (pouri rrjy 7 ro?u*j hoc to fierce rov kocrxxXvafioe, n fierce 
T 7 jp TTguTw avrxern tup v^xtup Tr^offy^upavruv Ttj* Bu^xacrccv, roc 
ixit xpxfrgai/Bwxi irpurce T xvpixx 0£>f ho xxi t»j» 9roA *v T eperwv rort 
xhtiStjw, us xwo rov reptru to vrtgo* h Taptrov. Euftath. 

in Dion. Perieg. ver. 870. This paflage appears to have fuf- 
fered fome corruption. 

8 Or the plain of the Titanic Aletae. Euftath. in Dion. 
Perieg. ver. 870. 

* 

t Ibid. ver. 874. 


both. 
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both. From Tor, a bull, therefore I equally 
derive the name of mount Taurus, and of the 
city j Tarjus, being naturally led to fuch an 
etymology by the hiftory of the place u . Bo- 
chart indeed*, and after him Dr. Wells y , 
fappofe Tarfus to have been one of the fet- 
tlements of Tarfhiih, the fon of Japhet: but 
this I very much doubt, notwithftanding 
fome words of Euftathius, which certainly 
appear to favour their fyftem, though neither 
of thofe authors have noticed them. In the 
neighbourhood of Tarfus, for inftance, flood 
Anchiale, which, according to Euftathius, 
received its appellation from Anchiale, the 
daughter of Iapetus z . I queftion however, 
whether this alone be fufficient to induce us 
to believe, that a city like Tarfus, confefledly 
founded by a colony of Hammonian Argives * 
and Phenicians, could ever have borrowed its 
name from a fon of Japhet. 

Tarfus then being thus devoted to the helio- 


u Tarfus was fo called in honour of Tar-Zeus, the hello-ar Jtiu 
hull. 

* Boch. Phaleg; lib. iii. cap. 7. 
y Wells’s Geog. vol. i. p. 65. 

Euftath. in Dion. ver. 875. 

* The Argives were Dorians, who came originally from 

r 

Egypt, and confequently w%re of the line of Ham. Herod, 
lib. vi. cap. 53. . 

vol. 11. e arkite 
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arkite Myfteries, we fhall not be furprifed to 
find prevalent, in its immediate vicinity, a 
tradition, apparently founded upon the ac¬ 
count given by Mofes of the Noetic raven. 
A neighbouring city, denominated Mallus , 
was fuppofed to have derived its appellation 
from the circumftance of a raven’s having 
brought a lock of wool there b . 

From Tarfus let us proceed to Carthage. 
With regard to this famous city, the mod 
powerful of all the Phenician colonies, evident 
traces of the two principal arkite fymbols, the 
bull and the horfe, occur in the very uncer¬ 
tain hiftory of its foundation. According to 
fome, it was built by Dido upon as much 


b Euftath. in Dionyf. Perieg. ver. 875* Celenderis, another 
Cilician city, is faid by Apollodorus to have been built by San- 
docus, who came out of Syria. Sandocus was defeended from 
Mercuiy and Hers&, through the line of Cephalus, Tithoftus, 
Phaethon, and Aftynoiis ; and he was the parent of Cinyras, 
the father of Adonis. Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 13. This 
is one of thofe fabulous genealogies fo common in the mytho¬ 
logy of the ancients. At the head of it Hands the arkite Mer¬ 
cury : arid in the courfe of it we find enumerated Tithonus, 
or Tithon-Nus, the Titanic Noah ; Phaethon, or Ph’Aith-Ori, 
the burning Sun $ and Sandocus, or San-Dag, the folat jijb-god. 
In a fimilar manner Adonis, who is here reprefented as.the 
grandfon of Sandocus, and the remote defeendant of Mercury, 
is rieverthelefs, if taken in one point of view, the Sun, and, if 
in another, the patriarch Noah ; being the fame mythological 
character as Bacchus, Attis, or Ofiris. 
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ground as file could inclofe with a bull's hide, 
purfoant to her agreement with Iarbas the 
king of the Libyans; whence the citadel after¬ 
wards bore the name of Burfa: but according 
to others, it was founded by Carchedon, a 
Phenician, and was called the new city c , or 
Cadmia d , or Caccahe; which laft name, as we 
are told byEuftathius, fignifies, in the language 
of the country, a horfe's head*. This title 
originated from the following wild fable. 
When the Phenician colonifts began to lay 
the foundations of their future city, they dug 
up the head of an ox ; and, terrified with the 
prefage, which they thought portended fervi- 
tude, they haftily relinquiflied the work. 
Commencing however afrelh in the neigh- 


c Bochart has very j uflly obferved, that fuch is the literal 
fignification of Carthage, or NJ"nn-Kmp Cartha-Hadtha, civ\» 
tas nova . 

d The name of Cadmia was given to Carthage in honour of 
Cadmus, or Cadm-On, the oriental Sun. Cadmia alfo in Ar¬ 
menia, into which country Cadmus is faid to have travelled, 
and Cadmia in Cilicia, moll probably received their refpe&ivc 

appellations from the worfhip of the fame deity. Mof. Cho- 

* 

ren.Hift. Armen, lib. i. cap. 9, 10.—Eufeb. Chron. p. 30. 

* This word is derived by Bochart from rQyv“O t Car (~0) 
is a leader , and thence analogically a head : from it the Greeks 
appear to have borrowed their term nap or xapa. Carthag^ 
according to Stephanus of Byzantium, was alfo called Bnujfa ,, 
which feems to be Ai-Nufla, the territory Jacred to the Ark. Steph< 
Byzan. de Urb. p. 454. 

E 2 bow* 
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bourhood of a palm tree, they next found a 
horfe’s head and, conceiving it to be an. 
omen of liberty and empire, they joyfully pur¬ 
sued their tindertaking f . Virgil mentions, 
that this prodigy was fent by Juno, or the 
dove, the guardian deity of Carthage. 

Lucus in urbe fuit media, ketiflimus umbra j 
Quo primum jadtati undis, et turbine Poeni 
• Effodere loco lignum, quod regia Juno 

Monftrarat, caput acris equi j fic namfore bello 

Egregiam, et facilem vidtu per faecula gentem s. 

% 

Full in the centre of the town there flood. 
Thick fet with trees, a venerable wood : 

The Tyrians landed near this holy ground. 

And digging here, a profperous omen found : 
From under earth a courfer’s head they drew. 
Their growth and future fortune to forefhew : 
This fated fign their found refs Juno gave. 

Of a foil fruitful, and a people brave. 

Dryden. 


From an expreffion of Eufebius, Carthage 
appears to have been twice founded by the 
Tyrians. The firfl colony bore the name of 
Origo, and was mofl probably deflroyed by the 
native Africans : the fecond was the mighty 

fl 


f Euftath. in Dionyf. Perieg, ver. 195. 
s iEneid. i. ver. 445, \ 

rival 

v V * 
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rival of Rome h . Since the Cabiric Myfteries 
were fo well known in Phenicia, as we have 
abundantly feen from Sanchoniatho, it is not 
very likely, that the Tyrians of Carthage 
could have been ignorant of them. Hence 
I conjecture, that Origo is derived from Orech, 
or Arech, the Ark *; a term, which fuffici- 
ently points out the nature of the Carthagi¬ 
nian worfhip. 

If we coall along the ihore of the Mediter¬ 
ranean weftward from Carthage, we fhall find 
two cities, each called Hippo, and diflin- 
guifhed from one another by the epithets re- 
gius, and Zaritus k . One of them, in fuc- 
ceeding ages, was rendered juftly famous on 
account of its eminently pious bifhop Auguf- 

b Kdp%i)ia/r tmxTicrSy vvo rtt Tvptttf it afoot, Ctto 

Atidf tvs ixim* Qvyarpoq ■*— txafano it tc^o tut* O pyv, Eufeb. 

Chron. lib. i. p. 34. This citation is brought forward by Bo- 
chart $ but I cannot aflent to his criticifm upon the word Origo , 
which he fuppofes tQ have been the name of Dido, and not of 
the town. The compound En«x*n<r$u certainly implies a fecond 
foundation ; and in that cafe, as well as from the conftru&ion 
of the Greek, it is much more natural to refer Origo to the 
city, than to the queen. 

* The Latin word Origo , whence the Englifh Origin, feems 
in a fimilar manner to be deducible from Oreg, the Ark ; that 
veflel being the origin of all things in the renovated world. 
From the fame root, and with much the fame idea, the Greek 
term Arche, the beginning, is alfo derived. 

k Zar-Ait, the burning Sun . 

E 3 tine. 




Digitized by ^.ooQie 



54 A DISSERTATION 

tine. Salluft informs us, that Hippo, along 
with Adrumetum, Leptis, and feveral -other 
feaports, was founded by the Phenicians 1 $ 
whence we may reafonably conclude their 
names to be Punic. Hippo accordingly feems 
to have been fo called from Hippa, the Ark % 
Adrumetum, from Adar-Am-Ait, the illufiri - 
ous fiery Sun ; and Leptis, from Lepd-Es-*" , 
the burning lamp of day. 

I fliall conclude this chapter with a few 
remarks upon the cups of the ancients, which 
will be found nearly connected with the pre¬ 
ceding difcuffion of the radical Hipb or Stpb. 

' It is a curious circumftance, that moft of 
the Greek appellations, by which drinking, 
veflels were defignated, are terms properly and 
primarily applicable to fhips n . The reafon of 
this, according to Macrobius, was their re- 
femblance to them in point of form °. Some 

\ 

1 Poftea Phcenices, alii multitudinis domi minuendae gratia* 
pars imperii cupidine, follicitata plebe aliifque novarum rerum 
avidis, Hipponem, Hadrumetum, Leptim, aliafque urbes in 
ora maritima condidere. Salluft. Jjugur. cap. 19. 

m aw-ns^. 

n K ettSapof' on fisv otouct xoi>c>* bn ^1 y.oci irorrjpio* n trro» 

xxfaiTat, ApcEt^ctf <t»' Athen. Deipnof. lib. xi. p. 473. 
IlAotor i) xt/pt&j—— vroTypoF' Ibid. p. 4^2. 

• Cymbia autem haec, ut ipfius nominis figura indicat, di¬ 
minutive a cymba di&a : quod et apud Graecos, et apud nos 
ill is trahentes navigii genus eft. Ac fane animadverti ego apud 
Graecos multa poculorum genera a re navali cognominataj ut 

carchefta 
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of thefe ancient cups were called Carchejta t 
which feems to be a contraction of Ga-Arc, 
the illujirious Ark j others were known by the 
name of Manes p , a title, as we have repeat¬ 
edly feen, of the great patriarch j others were 
denominated Scypbi ; and others, Gault q . 
They were frequently adorned with figures 
of doves perched upon them, in reference to 
the conllellation of the Pleiades r , whofe hif- 
tory I have Ihewn to be conned;ed with that 
of the Noetic dove and the deluge. They 
were fometimes dedicated to Bacchus, Or 
Noah, and fometimes to Venus, or the Ark; 
and it was ufual to make libations out of 
them to the Ocean. 


carcheda fupra docui, ut haec cymbia pocula procera ac navibus 
iimilia. Mem in it hujus poculi Eratofthenes vir longe do£titfi- 
mus in epiftola ad Hagetorem Lacedaemonium his verbis : K^a- 

nrrjpct yap true** to»$ ^io»?, uk apyvgtor, dXKot, rr y ; 

K vXtaSos* tvtop ¥ ocraxi; vrrtTrhvigvffccitp, u7ro<nrnvcitTtf rot; Stott tx 
mt <pta\f);, upo^ohp fictTrrom; ru xv(a£u», Macrob. Saturn, 

lib. v. cap. 21. See alfo Athen. Deipnof. lib. xi. p. 482. In 
a fimilar manner, at our own entertainments, thole veflels, 

1 

which contain fauces, are from their (hape ulually denominated 
boats . 

P Mawj?’ wompm Athen. Deipnof. lib. xi. p. 487. 

* 4>ioXa$' rptyptt;, rfaythafue, xec^yyicta, 

rat/Xtff ©*o xpvovs irhotu' Ttf? pup up 

KceAw* yavXaf warrif ol vgoyartpt;, Antiph. apud Athen. 
Deipnof. lib. xi. p. 500. 

r Athen, Deipnof. lib. xi. p. 487, 490. 

e 4 —Cape 
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-Cape Masonii carchefia Bacchi, 

1 # f 

Oceano libemus, ait 5 .-— 

S' 

\ 

It may perhaps be faid, that a cup is afcribed 
to Bacchus, only in his capacity of the god of 
wine. However this may have been done by 
the poets, Macrobius plainly informs us, that 
a goblet was affigned to Bacchus in the fame 
fenfe, as it was to Hercules; and that this 
goblet was in reality no other than a, Ihip *■. 
In proof of his aflertion he cites a paflage from 
a comedy of Menander, wherein a perfon, 
glad of the return of his friend Theophilus 
from a voyage, offers to treat his neighbour 
with a cup of wine upon the occafion; and 
then laughs at his fimplicity, becaufe he did 

5 Virg. apud Macrob. Saturn, lib. v. cap. ar. Bacchus- 

* ^ _ 

Meonius is the fame, I apprehend, as Baal-Meon, (Nprab. 

xxxii. 37.—Jofti. xiii. 17) or Men! $ for Menu, Minyas, Me* 

ties. Manes, Meon, and Mem are all mere variations of the fcrip- 

tural appellation Noah. The idol Meni is mentioned by Jfai- 

ah j (Ifaiah lv. 11) but in our verfion the name is loft by an 

improper tranflation of the paflage, which I conceive fhould be 

rendered as follows. f< But ye are they, that—prepare a table 

* 

i( unto Gad, and that furnifh a drink-offering unto Mem? 

t Scyphus Herculis poculum eft, ita ut Liberi patris cantha- 
rus—Antiqua hiftoria eft Herculem poculo tanquam navigio, 
vends immenfa maria tranfiflfe—Ego tamen arbitror non po¬ 
culo Herculem maria tranfve£lum,fed navigio cui fcyphonomen 
fuitj ita ut fupra canlharum et carcheftum et a cymbis deri- 
vata cymbia, omnia haec afleruimus efle navigiorum vocabula. 
Macrob. Saturn, lib. v. cap. 2t. See aifo Athen. Deipnof. 
lib. xi. p. 469. , 

not 
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not difcover, that he meant only the vefTel, 

in which his friend had arrived. 

' 1 

H Kei A i7ruv Aiyeuov elAfwpov jS ctS'es 
&eo<piAof Tifuv a ’Xto.ptuv, us es x'&Xov 

Tar vlov evrv%itnet icell o m eru<r/xevov, 

Hfuros eyu rot tovo expvntv x.ctv&apof. ' 

Tloicv ; To TrAwoy, x£e jx oir&as, aB'Aie ; 

. As for the word Scyphus, by which one fort 
of the ancient cups was defignated, it is evi¬ 
dently the fame as Hiph, or Siph, a decked 
Jhip ; whence; alfo our Englilh terms Ship and 
Skiff, as well as the Dutch appellation Skip¬ 
per u , and the Greek Scapbe, names of the 
fame import, are plainly deducible. This 
derivation of Scyphus will fatisfadtorily account 
for the name both of the horfe, which Nep¬ 
tune was faid to have produced at the hill Co- 
lonus, in his conteft with Minerva; arid like- 
wife of the horfe, which he was reported to 
have brought out of a rock in ThelTaly by a 
ftroke of his trident. The firft of thefe ima¬ 
ginary animals was called Scyphius, Actronetes, 
or Scyronites x the fecond was denominated 

u From Shipper we ftill retain in our own language Skipper , 
as the title of a particular naval officer. 

x AAAo* Qctcnv, oti fnp» raj werpa; ra bp KoX*;»tf 

(o Ilorsihp), %ou iirwof ZxvQiog bp, o xeu Axnpwwj- 

rtif Xtyofxtpof,—o mu Aeyo/4110$. Tzet. in Lycoph. 

vcr. 7 66 . 

Si - 
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Sifypbus y . The term Scypbius, if literally 
tranflated, will be equivalent to the cup horfe’, 
an appellation, to which it is not ea fy to an¬ 
nex any very definite idea: we muft there¬ 
fore conclude it to be a mere modification of 

* 

Hippos or Sippos, the covered Ark. Sifyphus is 
in fadt the fame title as Scypbius , being formed 
from the fande radical Sipb, by the redupli¬ 
cation of the firft letter. Acironetes and Scy- 
ronites are words of fimilar import, being 
equally compounded of Ac-Aron-»Ait-Es, the 
oceanic Ark of the folar Noah. 

Another name, which the ancients, 3s I 
have juft obferved,befto wed upon the navicular 
cup, was Carchefum ; and the criticifm of 
Macrobius, upon a curious tradition refpedt- 
ing it, will throw yet more light upon the no¬ 
tion, that Hercules traverfed the fea in a gol¬ 
den goblet. According to Pherecydes, Jupi¬ 
ter gave to Alcmena, the mother of the arkite 
Hercules, a Carchefum , or cup formed like a 
jhip. The meaning however of this primitive 
fable Plautus has entirely perverted, as Ma¬ 
crobius at leaft aflerts, by fubftituting Pa¬ 
tera, which is a flat open cup z , for the navi- 

y Vide fupra p. 9, note e. v 

* I do not perfe£tty aflent to this obfervation of Macrobius 
upon the word Patera , for Patera itfelf, no lefs than Carcbe - 
Jium, was a name of the Ark. Vide infra chap. viii. 
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cular Car chefum*. The whole tradition in 
faCt relates to the hiftory of the deluge; for 
Hercules, as we have already feen, is Erech- 
El-Es, the folar god of the Ark , while: his fup- 
pofed mother Alcmena is Al-Oc-Mena, the 
divine Noetic Ark of the Ocean. 

A third fpecies of cup was the Gaulus, and 
this alfo, like the Carchefium y was moft pro¬ 
bably made in the form of a ihip. So, I 
think, we may reafonably conjecture, from 
the circumftance of the word Gaulus lignify- 
ing a Jhip in the Pheniciari language; whence 
it was transferred in the fame fenfe into the 
Greek % and whence we alfo have borrowed 
our Englilh term Galley, It is remarkable, 

, l • 


* Eft carchefium poculum Gratis tantummodo notum : mc- 
minit cjus Pherecydes in libris hiftoriarum } aitque Jovem Alc- 
menae pretium concubitus carchefium aureum dono dedifle: 
fed Plautus infuetum nomen reliquit; aitque in fabula Am- 
phitryone pateram datam, cum longe utriufque poculi ftgura 
diverfa fit. Patera enim, ut et ipfum nomen indicio eft, pla¬ 
num ac patens eft :—Afclepiades autem carchefia a navali re 
exiftimat di&a. Macrob. Sat. lib. v. cap. a i. See alfo Athen. 
Deipnof. lib. xi. p. 474. 

* rat/Aoi ,——ra <£omxct vXohx. Hefych. KvirpoSt TiSouo c pi x«- 

Snyaysv nSeth TavXof. Fragm. Callim. apud Schol. in Ariftoph. 

1 

Aves, ver. 599 * r«tAo» xrvp.cu, xcu pctvxXnp*. Arid. Aves, Ibid. 

r«t;Ao5,——irAoior ti tyofTtryop <J>omxtxo». Suid. KaraSarrtf drift 
1? xftft $omxt ]if vobu, avrata put rptvipiaf ho ftfrAjj- 

fucrotp, dfAM h atmonjk x*i r clvXop vrxnowp ayaSoti, Herod, 
vlib. iii. cap. 136. 
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* 

* 

that the moft ancient Ogyges or Noah was 
denominated by the Babylonians Gallus, on 
account of his having been the means of pre- 
ferving his family from the waters of the de¬ 
luge. Hence, as we are informed by Xeno¬ 
phon, the Sag*, or Scythian Arameans, in 
whole country Noah quitted the Ark, called 
a {hip Galleris°\ hence alfo the Cabiric priefts 
of Cybele were fometimes termed Galli, or 
arkites c ; and hence, in confequerice of their 
devotion to the rites of the deluge, a nation, 
that once overfpread nearly the whole of Eu- , 
rope, was intitled Celt a, Galatce, Galli, Gaulsi 
or Gaels , all which names are only different 


b Ogyges plures fuere. Primus fupradi&us attavus Nini, 
quern Babylonii Galium cognominant, quod in inundatione 
etiam fuperftes alios eripuerU et genuerit. Hinc Sagae, apud 
quos navigio falvatus eft et ereptus, ratem vocant Galkrim, 
quod undis fervet. Xenoph. de iEquiv. foL 113. 

c Phaed. lib. iii. fab. 20.—Herodian. lib. i. p. 30.—Catull. 
E!eg. lxi. ver. 12. According to Ovid, the priefts of Cybele 
"were called Galli from (Callus , a river in Phrygia, and not from 
Gallia the country, as fome appear to have ridiculoufly fan¬ 
cied. 

Cur igitur Gallos , qui le excidere, vocamus ? 

Cum tanto Phrygia Gallica diftet humus. 

Inter, ait, viridem Cybelen altafque Celoenas, 

Amnis et infana, nomine Gallus, aqua. 

Qui bibit inde, furit.- Faft. lib. iv. ver. 361. 

The river Gallus itfelf received its name from the fame fuper- 
ftition, ,as the Galli did theirs. 

in- 
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inflexions of the fame original word d . This 
word I apprehend to be Cul ’or Col, to con¬ 
tain as in a cavity *. From it the Greeks 

t 

* 

d Col. Vallancey aflerts, that Gael ought properly to be 
written Gaedal , a name aifumed, as he fuppofes, by the Mago- 
gians, in token of their defcent from Japhet-Gadul, Japbet tbi 
great, or, as our tranflators render it, Japbet the elder, (Gen. 
x. 21.) Hence he cenfures the Scots for making a diftki&ioa 
between the titles Gael and Gaedal $ and maintains, that the 
d, in the latter of thefe words, “ was afpirated, and loft its 
u found, by a vicious pronunciation, not long introduced.” (Ef- 
fay towards illuftrating the ancient Hift. of the Britannic Ifles, 
p. 21.) I cannot help fufpe£ting however, that the Scots are 
accurate in the diftin<ftion, which they make between the two 
words ; and confequently, that Gael and Gaedal, however they 
may have been afterwards confounded, were originally entirely 
different appellations. With regard to the d being loft by a 
vicious pronunciation, not bug introduced , Col. Vallancey teems 
to have forgotten, that in the year of Rome 363, the Galli, 
not the Gadalli, were conquered by Camillus; and that thefp 
fame Galli were, many years afterwards, finally fubdued by 
Cefar. In a fimilar manner, the Hyperboreans were termed 
Celt a y not Cedeltce; the Gallic colony of Galatians, Galata, 
not Gadalatee 5 and the Spanifli Gaels, Celtiberians, not Cedd- 
tiberians It is fufficiently evident therefore, that, if Gael be 

w 

only a corruption of Gaedal, (which I much doubt) it is a cor¬ 
ruption of very remote antiquity, fo far from being a m ^pronun¬ 
ciation not long introduced. 

e b)2, capere, continere, complefti. Buxt. Heb. Lex. It is 
poflible however that both Gallus and Galleris may be derived, 
from Galim (O^j), the waves of the fea. I fufpe£l, that Ner- 

m 

gal, the idol of the Cuthites, (fee 2 Kings xvii. 30.) was in 
reality Ner-Gal, the oceanic Gallus or Noab. Selden fuppofes, 
that he was the facred fire, which was kept continually burning 

in 
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borrowed their terms Coilos, hollow ; and 
Coilia, and Colon, the belly: the Latins, Ca- 
lix, a cup; and Collum, the neck, from its 
perforation: and the Englilh, Gullet, the 
throat; Gully, a hollow glen formed by a win - 
ter s torrent ; Caul, the integument inclofing 
the entrails } Gill, a jmall drinking mejfel ; and 
Cell or Cellar, a fubterraneous comity. 

The radical Cul thus conveying the idea of 
hollownefs , the Ark was thence denominated 
Cula , Cola , or Gaulus, as being the hollow 
womb of the Magna Mater of paganifm, in 
which the rudiments of the new world were 
comprehended. Accordingly Venus, or the 
Ark, was fometimes ftyled Colt as f , under 
which name we read of a navicular goblet 


in the oriental pyratheia, as a fymbol of the Sun 5 (Seld. de 
Diis Syris, Synt. ii. cap. 8 ) and the Rabbins afiert, that he 
was worshipped under the form of a cock. (Ibid.) Both thefe 
opinions are perfectly compatible with the fuppofition, that he 
was Noah. That patriarch was adored in conjunction with 
the Sun $ and the cock, as it is well known, was efteemed a 
facred folar bird. Hence he was termed by the Latins Gallus , 
from the great helio-arkite deity Gal, or Ner-Gal. Mercury 
accordingly is very often reprefented attended by a cock; (fee 
Montfaucon’s Ant. vol. i. p. 78. et infra) a circumftance, at 
which we fhall not be much furprifed, when we coniider, that 
Mercury, Ner-Gal, and Noah, were all one and the fame per- 
fon. 

{ KvXiaf Apfc^iTKf tnr tggop «» ij Amxp. Hefych. 

being 
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being dedicated to her 8 ; while, as we have 
ieen, with the fame allufion to the arkite 
Cola, the Syrian Atargatis is intitled by Sim¬ 
plicius the receptacle of the gods h . This will 
lhew us the reafon, why Argos, or the city of 
the Ark, is fo perpetually celebrated by the 
poets as being Coilon, or hollow '; and it may 
perhaps alfo favour the conjecture, that the 
fmall Scottifh ifle of Coll was fo denominated 
in honour of Cola, as Bute was in honour of 
Buto, and Arran of Aran. 

Nearly connected with Venus-Colias was 

* Vide fupra p. 54. note o. 

h Simp, in Arid. Aufc. Phyf. lib. iv. 

* To xoiAov A gyof jSa? Qvyaf, tfffQcrfotfdoam 
Kv)$oe t « xcupot, xat %v*otainr*f QiXovf. 

Oedip. Colon, ver. 391. 

The fame epithet Coile is bellowed by Homer upon Lacede- 
mon or Sparta, the lifter city of Argos j and, I apprehend, for 
the very fame reafon. He ftyles it likewife Cetoejfa, a title de¬ 
rived from Cetus, a fea-monfter . 

Ol ¥ xxhXw AocxtSociponcl xurmtrtraK 

OdylT. lib. iv. ver. 1. 

This lall appellation, according to Elian, alluded to the large 
fifties of the Laiconian fea: (jElian. de Anim. lib. xvii. cap. 6.) 
but fuch a fuppofition is furely not very probable, when we 
confider, that Lacedemon was an inland, not a maritime city. 
I am rather inclined to think, that, as Argos was called Hip - 
plan from the fymbolical arkite Hippa, fo Lacedemon was 
called Cetoejfa from the arkite Cetus* The name Lacedemon 
may poflibly be Laca-da-Mon, the place of Mton or Noah. For 
this iignification of Laca, fee Aliat. Ref. vol. vi. p. 482. 

the 


Digitized b\ ^.ooQie 



1 


64 A DISSERTATION 

1 • 

the ancient Athenian goddefs Colenis, who is 
faid to have received her name from Colenus, 

, a king of Attica prior even to Cecrops K 
Colenis is merely a perfonification of the 
Ark; and Colenus is Cola-Nus, the arkite 
Noab. From the fame diluvian worfhip the 
hill of Colonus-Hippotes near Athens re¬ 
ceived its appellation: accordingly we find, 
that the arkite gods, Neptune, Prometheus, 

and the Erinnues, were there adored with a 

* 

variety of myfterious rites. 

XaQOf ftev Upog zsag oS* eypi S's viv 

'XsfJLVO? Iloo-iljbov' €V £ 0 TffV^Opog &£ 0 f 
TlT&V HpOfAJf&€vg. Ov € 7 Tl<?£l(oeif T 07 TQY 

XB'oyog KcuXeiTctf ty\s Jk 0 $ 0 f, 

'E (>et<r[j£ AS’fjvcoy 9 <ti *aAt\<noi yvoCf 

Toyf imrartiv KoXum svxflrreu <r<pta-iv 
Apxryov stvctt, xcu Qsptio-t ntvofut 
To Titos koivov xseurrsf avofjuwfitvov^. 

This place is facred all: j*reat Neptune here 
Prefides, and he who bears the living fire 
Titan Prometheus; where thou tread’ft, is call’d - 
The brazen way, the bulwark of our ftate : 

From this equeftrian hill, their fafeft guard. 

The neighbouring villagers their general name 

_ # 

Derive, thence call’d Colonians all. Francklin. 

I 

• n . 

k Pauf. Attic, p. 78. 

1 Oedip. Colon, ver. 54. s 
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A$ucror, no eonjref eu yeto sptyeGoi 

Qtccf <r<p s%i/oi, yi\e rt xcu rxern xcqcu™. 

--’Tis a place, 

Where but to tread is impious, and to dwell 

Forbidden ; where the dreadful goddefies. 

Daughters of earth and night, alone inhabit. 

At the brazen way near the hill Colonus, 
there was fuppofed to be a defcent into the 
infernal regions The whole however of 
the terrific machinery of the myflic Hades 
I have already fhewn to be allufive partly to 
the hiflory of the deluge, and,partly to the. 
folar fuperftition fo early ingrafted upon the 
commemorative rites of the Ark. This hill 
was alfo the fcene of the imaginary contefl 
between Neptune and Minerva; and Paufa- 
nias informs us, that that goddefs was wor- 
fhipped there under the name of Hippia °. 

There was a hill Colona moreover in La¬ 
conia, upon which flood a temple of Bac- 
chus-Colonates p ; and a town in Troas de- 

I 

* 

* 

m Oedip. Colon, yer. 39. 

n Schol. in ibid. ver. 38, 1661. 

0 Atut»vruf it xat xaAtfpurof KoAwrof — Atyovcri i* 

ovv 1 tat PvfMt Xloruimof ‘iaranot/, xott ASijraf Wt«;. Fauf. Attic, 

p. 76. 

* 

* Awacmxpv it i rt ottpui^ofxtm K&d/tx f xai Awvcrw Kotowra 

»«o$. Ibid. Lacon. p. 239. 

vol. 11. f nominated 
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nominated Colonce, where Cycnus, the fon of 
Neptune, and the father of that Tennes, 
who was expofed at fea in an ark, formerly 
reigned q . Laftly, the principal fcene of the 
exploits of Jafon and his Argonauts was Col- 
chi. All thefe places feem to have received 
their refpedtive names in honour of Cola, the 
Ark r . 1 

It appears then, that a cup was one of the 
many fymbols, under which the Noetic Ark 
was reprefented by the ancient mythologifts. 
Hence Hercules, as we have feen, was lup- 
pofed to have failed over the Ocean in a 
goblet, which was prefented to him by the 
Sun ; and hence the Sun himfelf, who was 
in faft the lame as Hercules or Noah, was 
believed alfo to have performed the fame 
myftic voyage. 

AA toe J’ 'Yireptovtaar Jurar etnutTsCcuve ^pureor. 
Oippa. at Slxeavoto 'use^aaar, 

AtpixyS' ie^ar wors fievB'ea vvKTor epepivar, 

lion fjuvrepet,, xuptatav f etAe%oy, 

licit Jar re QtXxr. 'O a tr aXror eCot 

^ Kvxvot waifr* ctyai IJoj-h^vo^ ttau Qacir tv KoXuvxk;'' 

al uxovtro sp rv yn tv T caa$i ocl * KoXa/rat. Pauf. Attic. Phoc. 

* 4 9 4 s I S 

p. 83 I . 

T The Greek word Colonus, and the Latin Collis, both which 
fignify a hill, appear to fpring from the fame root Col , in the 
idea of hills comprehending and furrounding a valley. 

Aatyveun 
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# 

AeUpvxttn xcltoutkiov 
Tlo<r<ri zseuf A 10c s . 

O’er the broad furface of the troubled main 
Safe in his golden cup bright Phebus fail’d. 

And fought the weftern realms of evening grey; 
Eager to fee his venerable mother, 

His beauteous confort, and his infant children. 
Arriv’d at length, the fair-hair’d fon of Jove 
Hid his fierce beams within his grove of laurels.' 

The facred Beotian cups, mentioned by 
Bacchylides, out of which they were ac- 
cuftomed to make libations to the Diofcori 
or Cabiri, the guardian deities of navigation, 
feem alfo to be nearly allied to the lymboli- 
cal goblet of Hercules *. 


8 Fragm. Stefichori apud A then. Deipnof. lib. xl. p. 469. 

* Mvtyiom’it h Twr Boujtikcjh <rxv<p*n Bax^vX^nq bp rovro^y 'ttrotot- 
uipoq top Xoyor <apoq rovq Aioaxovgovg> xotXup avTovq £mx. 

Ov (Soup «r«pir» ov&t x^ vao *» 

Ov$t ero£^t/gcoi TaTnjTij, aXXx Sujaos tVfxtrr);, 

Mo v<ret rt yXvxuat, xai Bot«To» tm bp <ncv^o»~ 
eip ou of yfvf. 

Fragm. Bacchyl. apud Athen. Deipnof. lib. xi. p. Joo. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

✓ 

t 

' THE CONNECTION OP THE ARCONAUTIC VOY- 
AGE WITH THE HELIO-ARKITE SUPERSTI¬ 
TION. 

The beautiful legend of the Argo was firft, 

I believe, by Mr. Bryant referred to the hif- 
tory of the deluge: I lhall therefore endea¬ 
vour, in the following difquifition, to avoid, 
as much as poffible, encroaching upon what 
he has already faid upon the fubjedt. That 
part of it, with which I am more particularly 
concerned, its connection with the worfhip * 
of the Cabiri and with the folar fuperftition, 
he has, to the beft of my recollection, left 
totally unnoticed. In this point of view then 
I purpole, to confider it; and I truft, that it 
will be found to throw additional light upon 
the preceding obfervations. 

The poetical account of the Argoan voy¬ 
age is briefly as follows. Pelias, king of 
Iolcus, fearing that his kinfman Jafon might 
fupplant him in his empire, commanded him 
to fail to Colchi, upon the dangerous enter- 
prife of fetching the golden fleece, which 
was hung up in the grove of Mars, and was 

watched 
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I 

watched by a never-fleeping dragon *. Thus, 
circumftanced, Jafon invited Argus, the fon 
of Phrixus, to accompany him ; who, by the 
inftru&ion of Minerva, built the vetTel, which 
from him was denominated the Argo. The 
boldeft of the Grecian youths engaged in the 
expedition; and the neceflary preparations 

t 

being completed, they failed with a profper- 
ous wind from Pagafee. After fpending fome 
time at Lemnos, and touching upon the 
coaffe of Samothrace, Cyzicus, Myfia, Bithy- 
nia, and Thrace, they found themfelves in 
4 b dreadful neighbourhood of the Sym pie¬ 
ces. Thefe were rocks, which, dafhing 
againft each other with a tremendous con- 
cuffion, rendered it almoft impoffible for any 
ihip to fail between them. In this difficul¬ 
ty, purfuant to the advice of Phineus, they 

fent out a dove, which flew between, the 

% 

Symplegades with fuch rapidity, that the fea- 

j 

* The ram, from which the fleece was taken, is faid to have 
been the offspring of Neptune and Theophane 5 and it had 
previoufly carried Phrixus acrofs the Heliefpont, when on his 
journey to Colchi. Hyg. Fab. 188 —Apoll. Argon, lib. i. 
ver. 256.' The reader will recolle6t, that this ram is faid by 
the fcholiaft upon Apollonius to have been nothing more than 
a fhip. Schol. in ibid. It was in faone of the animals, 
which were ufed to lyrabolize the Ark. 

f 3 thers 
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thers of its tail alone were brufhed by the 
collifion of the rocks. Encouraged by the 
efcape of the dove, they ventured to fleer 
their veffel through the paflage ; which they 
happily effe&ed, without any other damage, 
than fome trifling injury to the flem and the 
rudder. At length they arrived in fafety at 
Colchi, and communicated the purpofe of 
their voyage to Eetes; who promifed, that 
Jafon fhould have the golden fleece, provided 
he could tame to the plough the brazen- 
hoofed fiery bulls, and would venture to fbw 
the ground with the remaining teeth of the 
. ferpent, which Cadmus flew at Thebes. 
Meanwhile Medea, the daughter of Eetes, 
having conceived a paflion for Jafon, * gave 
him fome magical potions, by which the 
fury of the bulls might be fubdued; and 
inflru&ed him how to efcape the fwords 
of the armed men, who were about to 
be generated from the teeth of the dra¬ 
gon. Thus, by her aflifiance, Jafon per¬ 
formed the prefcribed conditions, and de¬ 
manded the fleece; but Eetes, fo far from 
complying, threatened to burn his fhip, and 
to deflroy his whole company. Medea how¬ 
ever again affifled him, by laying afleep the 
dragon with her incantations, till he had 
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carried off the fleece, and along with it the 

b 

Such were the adventures of the Argo¬ 
nauts in the firft part of their voyage: but 
writers are by no means agreed as, to the par¬ 
ticular route, which they took on their paf- 
fage homeward. The author of the Orphic 
Argonautics brings them to the Britifti ifles, 
by way of the Baltic j and afterwards, through 
the ftraits of Gibraltar, into the Mediterra¬ 
nean c . Herodotus makes them return by 
the way which they went. Hecateus the 
Milelian fays, that they pafled from the river 
Phafis into the Ocean, and thence to the 
Nile, from which they returned to the Gre¬ 
cian feas: but Artemidorus and Eratofthenes 

b Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 9.—Apoll. Argon.—Val. Flac. 
Argon 

c This poet bellows upon the Britilh ifles the appellation of 
Erinnues, becaufe the Erinnus, or avenging fury, of Abfyrtus 

i 

purfued the Argo on her return home. Orph. Argon, ver. 1160. 
Erinnus however is manifeflly no other than Erin, the title, by 
which the native Irifli dill continue to delignate their illand ; 
and I am ftrongly inclined to fufpeft, that, in confequence of 
the introdu6tion of the diluvian Myfteries into the Celtico-Bri- 
tilh territories, Erinnus, or Ireland, was fo called in honour of 
Aran-Nus, the Ark of Noab. The Erinnues of the fabulous 
Hades, as I have already obferved, received their name, in a 
fimilar manner, from Aran-Nus. Hence, the Erinnus of Ab- 
fyrtus, who, as we (hall hereafter fee, was the fame mythologi¬ 
cal chara6ter as Apis, or Oliris, is limply the Ark . 

F 4 juftly 
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juftly affert the phyfical impoffibility of fiich 
a courfe. Timagetus brings them along the 
river Ifter into the Celtic fea; and thence to 
Tyrrhenia: while Hefiod, Pindar, and Anti- 

machus, concur in maintaining, that they 

* 

failed through the ocean to Libya; and then, 
carrying their Ihip by land upon their ihoul- 
ders,-launched her again into the Mediterra¬ 
nean 4 . 

As for Apollonius, he fuppofes the Argo- 

** *Hpo3<vpoj tp to i? Agyopctvrxtf Ipv cn &cc ryg ctvry; daXacorvit bttxp- 
sX$£»P SV* tit x«» i 7 rop£v§Y}aup st$ KoX^es* *Exa rant o MiXrjcriof, 
ix r a <J>acr*lo$ <hsXS«»v tig top Sbttam, nra txt&tp ii; to» Ne*X©»* o&i* 
u; m» lijMTifap Sctkxercav, tuto o EQwws A^rt^upot 
<f r)<TM nut** top yap (pa. a it fxn cvfxQaXXnp ra ZlKtoctu, a AX* e( opeup 
xara$tpta$ou m to uv to xat ev y, ytuypalpULUP (punt, 

Ti[SMynro{ it a. vtpi XifAUUP, top Iff or xara(ptg£<r$ai tx rap 

fZiXrtx&p »gwp m nr a tx&$bp»i «k K.*Xrn«jr X»pc»u>' jxmo ratnet nt 
?'vo ffyityaSai to xat to /xsr u; to* Ev^euo* vtqptqp tic&aXXtu, to 
$ k Ht Tup K«Xti**j* SaXaaaar. fia Is t«t« t» fofxocjot v Xtvaau rut 
Apyopuvrat, xat iXSeii «k Tvgp-nnxv, xaraxoXaBet avry xas AnroX* 
Xamo?. h, x«f » Ilt/StoMxaK, x*» Ampta^o? » 

^mo T» ttxtaut fijatp eX$i»» javTdt nt AtStnfp, xat f$t*r out arret* 

typ Apyc*> »( to ipciTipoi mXayos yeftcrSct i. Schol. in 'Apollon. 
Argon, lib. iv. ver. 259. Cato mentions fome writers who 
fuppofed the Argo to have been carried from the liter or Da* 
nube, on the ihoulders of the crew, and afterwards to have been 
launched in the Adriatic. Fingunt alii Argo navim in Hif* 
triam primum ab Ii^ro e montibus humeris ve£tam, et in 
Adriaticum derniifam. M. Caton. Fragjn. de Orig. fol. 170. 
He afterwards very juftJy ridicules thofe, who could believe fo 
improbable a itory. 
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nauts to haye proceeded along the Ifler, till 
they catne to a mouth of that river in the 
Adriatic. They next tailed into the Sardi¬ 
nian fea by way of the Po and the Rhone; 
when, landing upon the illand of Circfc, they 
were purified by her from the murder of Ab- 
fyrtus, whom Jafon, or, as fome fay, Medea, 
had flain in order to ftop the purfuit of Eetes. 
Afterwards they encountered the dangers of 
Scylla and Charybdis, from which they were 
delivered by the kind mediation of their 
guardian deity Juno. Next they coafted the 
ifland of the Syrens; and then, having firft 
touched at Corcyra, were driven on fhore 
upon the quickfands of Africa. From this 
perplexing difficulty they were relieved by a 
vifion of three nymphs, who appeared to Ja¬ 
fon, and. commanded, that he and his com¬ 
rades fhould forthwith prepare to cany that 
mother, who had fo long borne them all in 
her womb. This was interpreted by Peleus 
to fignify their ihipj and, while they were 
preparing to put the plan in execution, a horfe 
fent by Neptune fprung from the foaming 
billows, and preceded them to the lake TrU 
tonis. 

Ei#"* to [mik&ov t epauv 'Mtwtmv trvx,&*i. 

' E| tfjre^ovas irOw^ios tovB’ofiev iniros. 
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AfAtpiXa&q?, yjnxrewn fAtryjoqof &v%tvcL xeurair. 

'VlfJL'PdL Jlf (TZUrcLfAZVGS yviuv V7T0 VYJXJUTOV CtAfJLY\V, 

Xl^ro &esiv, 7rmv\ ixeAof Tracts' ct,t\J/a, Jk rbjAev? 
rrjB’qcroLZ eraqounv a/Liriyepeecm fJLeTfp^ct. 

'Apparel fjiiv £rj Ylcxrei&ctwvof eycoye 
H£rj vuv olAoxoio (piAv\$ v7ro %ep<n AeAi ttrB’eu* 

M>J TS(>CL UK CLAAvJV 7T()(mO(r<roibUU fJ€7T€^ OWTtJV 
N 'yet, 7TSASIV' YJ yd £ KOLTCt VY\SvO$ CtfAfAS (pe^XlTA 

NcdAe/ae? cLgycttecicnv oi^vei Kd/LcetroKriv. 

AAA CL fMV CL<7€[jtty€l T€ GlVj KCti CLTSiperiV GOfJLOtf 
t Y\f/oS’eu ctvS’efASvot, \pa,jLut3*ct)Jeor ev^oB’i yourjg- 
Quropisv, y 7rparrepco<re retype 7ro$a.£ tiAcurev \ 7 nrag. 
Ov ya^ l ye typqv v7roSv(r<rerou. i%via, fj/^iv 

veetv tiv eoAjrct fjuvypv 3ictS'v7repB'e 3’ctAcLorrif e . 

-A portent greater far appears: 

Fierce from the foamy deep, of wondrous lize. 
Springs a huge horfe ; his mane expanded flies. 
From his ftrong tides he fhakes th’ adherent 
fpray, 

Then towards the coaft diredls his rapid way. 
Skill’d in whate’er this prodigy portends, 

With pleafure Peleus thus confoles his friends. 

Now by his confort’s hand releas'd I fee 
The car of Neptune, and his horfes free. 

A mother’s name, or I predidt in vain, 

Argo may boaft ; fhe feels a mother’s pain. 

Her pregnant womb a troop of heroes bears. 
And endlefs perils for their fafety (hares. 


e Apollon. Argon, lib. iv. ver. 1364. 

Come, 
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Come, let us now our boafted ftrength difplay. 

And on our (houlders bear our (hip away. 

Steer we through depths of fand our dangerous 
courfe. 

Led by the fteps of this portentous horfe. 

His fteps reludtant prefs the dufty plain, 

But rapid bear him to his kindred main ; 

Thither attend his flight.- — - Fawkes. 

# 

Here we again find the arkite fymbol, the 
horfe; and, what-is very well worth our no¬ 
tice, we may obferve the Argo perfonified, 
like the Ark, under the character of a fruit¬ 
ful and beneficent female. 

After quitting Tritonis f the Argonauts touch¬ 
ed upon the fhore of Crete, where they were 
furiouily attacked by the brazen Talus; but 
that gigantic monfter was foon overcome by 

, « * 

f It is a curious circumfiance, that Cadmus or Cadm-On, 

whofe connexion with the Cabiric Myfteries I have already 
fhewn, is faid by Nonnus to have efpoufed Harmonia at thit 
lake Triton is. 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ * — Tratggft Tpiram^ Xipty 

% Agfjt,onvi sra^iAixTo Ka^c( A^T7?f. 

Dionyf. lib. xiii. p. 242. 

Near the fame lake was a port denominated Argons, which, 
according to Apollonius, was fo called from the Argo; but I 
apprehend, that, like a variety of other memorials of this fa¬ 
mous voyage, the name is rather to be afcribed to the wide 
diffufion of the arkite Myfleries. Apoll. Argon, lib, iv. 
ver. 1620. 

* 

the 
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the incantations of Med&a, and the Argo faved 
from impending danger. They next landed 
upon a fmall ifland, which lay oppofite to 
Hippuris; where they reared an altar, and 
facrificed to Apollo s . At length, having pre-. 

vioufly coafted the lhores of Eubea, and Lo- 

/ 

cris, they returned in fafety to Pagafae, where 
their voyage had originally commenced h . 

The firft matter to be obferved refpeCting 
the Argonautic expedition is, that, although 
the Greeks have laid the fcene of it in their 
own part of the world, and have arbitrarily 
embellilhed it with a variety of fictitious cir- 
cumftances, yet they certainly were not the 
original inventors of the fable. The fcholiaft 
upon Apollonius allows, that the Argo was 
the (hip of Danaus, in which he made his es¬ 
cape from Egypt; and obferves, that from 
him it was fbmetimes called Danats ': while 
Plutarch direCtly aflerts, that it was the fhip 
of Ofiris k . Ofiris however, and Danaus, as 
I have already Ihewn, were, equally the patri¬ 
arch Noah: hence it will follow, that the 


6 Hippuris Teems to have been To called in honour of Hiph- 
Uf, the blazing deity of the Htffa . 
h Apoll. Argon, lib. iv. 

’ Schol. in Apoll. Argon. lib.J. ver. 4. 

k To nrftofoy, 0 xaAwcr** 'EAAtjM? A gytf, nj? Ortpt&f vitff ujlwtav tar* 

xaTvo-Ti^cr/xffO)', Plut, de Iiid. et Ofir, p. 3S9- 

Argo 
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Argo is the Ark j and hence Mr. Bryant has 
with great probability conjectured, that the 
ftoiy of the Argonauts carrying their veflel 
from the coaft of Africa to the lake Tritonis 
originated from the facred proceffions of Egypt, 
in which the Baris of Ifis was iolemnly borne 
upon the fhoulders of the priefts l . 

Notwithftanding the circumffance of the 
Argo being the (hip both o£ Danaus and Ofi- 
ris, I know not, that we have any right to 
conclude, that its legend was invented even 
by the Egyptian mythologifts. We find traces 
of it in almoft every quarter of the globe; 
and nations widely feparated from each other 
concur in bearing their refpe&ive teftimonics 
to its celebrated voyage. This will be rea¬ 
dily accounted for upon the fiippoiition, that 
the Argo was the Ark ; but, if the expedition 

L 

1 Col. Vallancey informs us, that in the old Celtico-Iriih 
language Arg fignifies a nerval commander , Eifs a Jbip , and Ca¬ 
ws a Jbip of war. He farther adds, that Eifs-Aire, like Arg, 
h a commander of a Jbip. Hence he concludes, that Ofiris, the 
captain of the Argo, is Eifs-Aire$ that His, whofe well known 
fymbol was a (hip, is Eifs; and that Ceres, the Grecian His, is 
Caras. (Collect, de Reb. Hibem. vol. iv. p. 157. Pref.) He 
likewife mentions, that Arg (ignifies a naval commander in the 
Arabic. This I can cafily conceive from the affinity of that 
language to the Hebrew; for, if the feminine Area or Arga is 
a long Jbipt the mafeuline Arg or Arghi will of courfe be tbt 
commander of that (hip. It is fomewhat curious to arrive at 
the fame conclufion through fuch very different channels. 

tQ 
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to Colchi be admitted as a portion of authen¬ 
tic hiftory, it will be no ealy matter to give 
a fatisfadtory reafbn for its fame being fo very 
generally diffufed. It is incredible, that an 
obfcure marauding party, in a bark to fmall 
that it could be carried feveral miles upon 

H « 

their fhoulders, fhould ever have fignalized 
themfelves in. fuch a manner, as to - become 
celebrated throughout the whole world. At 
the imaginary epoch of the Argoan voyage, 
Greece was, comparatively fpeaking, in a flate 
of barbarifm; while Alia, as is evident from 
Holy Scripture, was the feat of large and po- 
lifhed kingdoms: we may therefore with juft 
as much reafbn believe, that a handful of 
Scandinavian pirates in a tingle veffel could 
make themfelves known throughout the Ro¬ 
man empire, as .that Jafon and his comrades 
could attradl the notice of the Hindoos, the 
Medes, the Perfians, and the Egyptians m . 


m I have frequently, in the courfe of the prefent work, had 
occafion to notice a practice very common in the ancient world ; 
I mean that of incorporating into a local hiftoiy a variety of 
fadt9, which equally concern the whole univerfe. Of this the 
legend of the Argo, or, in other words, of the Noetic Ark, af¬ 
fords a remarkable inftance. Thefe local appropriations feem, 
in a great meafure, to have arifen naturally out of the gradu¬ 
ally extended migrations of the pofierity of Noah. Each fa¬ 
mily carried along with them a body of traditions founded upon 
real matter of fadl 5 but, by making their new, infiead of their 

old 


✓ 
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We have juft feen, that Pindar brings the 
Argonauts to Libya by way of the Ocean. 
This Ocean is that, which laves the lhores of 
Hindoftan,as the poet himfelf plainly declares 
by giving it the title of Erytbrus ; a title, not 
confined by the ancient geographers to the 


old fettlcment, the icene of thofe ancient tranfaCtions, they have 
ftrangely involved in confufion the primitive hiftory of man¬ 
kind. Owing to this circumftance, Atlas, as we have ieen, 
was fuppofed to have been a king of Arcadia 5 and the tragi¬ 
cal adventures of Edipus and Jocafta were believed to have li¬ 
terally taken place at Thebes in Beotia. M. Bailiy has fo Very 
pertinent a remark upon this fubjeCl, that I cannot refrain 

from tranfcribing his words. Speaking of the infant age of 

# 

fociety, before the introduction of regular hiftory, he obierves; 
" Chaque p&re a racont6 fa vie d fes enfans, et de ces recits fuc- 
u cefiifs a £t6 formee la vie de la nation entiere, ou l’hiftoire de 
“ fa dur6e. Mais lorfqu’une nation en corps, ou feulement 
" par des colonies, a change d’habitation, elle a tout tranfportc 
“ avec elle, dans ce voyage paifible, fes inftitutions, fes con- 
* naiffances, le (ouvenir des grands faits paftes, et la mCmoire 
t( de fes anc&tiles. L’hiftoire de fon premier etat a toujours 
u pn6c€d£ l’hiftoire du fecond. A la longue les traditions fc 
f ‘ font alterees par leur vieilleiTe j le terns a tout confondu, et 
“ les deux hiftoires n’en ont plus fait qu’une. Voik\ comment 
M des faits, vrais en eux-memes, deviennent faux relativement 
u aux lieuxoil on fuppofe qu’ils font arrives. Cette obfervation 
“ peut repandre un grand jour fur l’obfcurite de l’hiftoire. 
“ Accoutumons-nous & penfer que les terns heroi'ques de la 
u Grece, ces terns dont elle fe glorifie, ne lui appartiennent pas, 
u et font la premiere hiftoire du peuple qui eft venu l’habiter.” 
Bailiy fur 1’Atlantide, p. 28. 

nar- 





Digitized by ^.ooQie 



A DISSERTATION 


to 

narrow arm of the Red-Sea, but extendjng to 
the whole Indian Ocean. 

» 

K/ie\piv re M n^Siav ovv au¬ 
ra,, rctv YleAiao <peiW 
Ev r Claeava TreXayeo-triv fjuyev, 

IT ovra r E pvB'pu n . 

Accordingly we find fuch a tradition of the 
Argo ftill preferved among the Hindoos, as 
indifputably proves it to have been the Ark 
of Noah. 

“ The fummit of C’haila-ghar,” lays Captain 
Wilford, “ is always covered with fnow; in 
4< the midfl of which are feen feveral ftreaks 
“ of a reddifh hue, fuppofed by pilgrims to be 
€< the mark or impreffion made by the "feet 
** of the dove, which Noah let out of the 
,e Ark. For it is the general and uniform 
** tradition of that country, that Noah built 

M 

“ the Ark on the fummit of this mountain, 

“ and there embarked: that, when the flood 

• ' 

** afluaged, the fiimmit of it firft appeared 
“ above the waters, and was the refting place 
“ of the dove, which left the impreflion of 
4< her feet in the mud, which with time was 
“ hardened into a <ock. The Ark itfelf 


m Pind. Od. Pyth. 4. 


4 


refted 
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*' refted about half way up the mountain, on 
“ a projecting plain of a very fmall extent.— 
“ With refpeCt to the footfteps of the dove, 
“ they are known only by tradition; for the 
“ inhabitants of that country aflert, that they 
** have never heard of any body going up fo 
** high, on account of the ruggednefs of the 
“ mountain, and of the fnow. The Bhaud- 
“ dhifts 0 , who were the firft inhabitants of 
“ that country, are,* I am told, of the fame 
“ opinion, as to the place where the Ark 
“ refted; but hitherto I have been able to 
“ procure a ftngle paflage only, from the 
“ Buddha-dharma-charya-Sindhu, in which it 
“ is declared, that Shama or Shem travelled 
“ firft to the north-eaft, and then turning to 
“ the north-weft, he arrived on the fpot, 
“ where he built afterwards the town of Ba- 
“ miyan p . Shama, they fay, having de- 
“ fcended from the mountain of C’haifa-ghar, 
“ travelled north-eaft, as far as the confluence 
<f of the Attock with the Indus; where he 
“ made 'Xapafya q ; he then proceeded north- 
“ weft to Bamiyan. 

0 Followers of the religion of Buddha, the Hindoo Mercugv 
whom I have attempted to prove to be the Patriarch Noah, 
the real Bu-Deva, or god of the tauriform Ark. 

P Probably Bama-Ianah, the high place of the dove, 

* Did penance. 

vol. ii. o " The 
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** The Pauranics infill, that, as it is de- 
“ clared in their facred books, that Satyavrata 
“ made faft the Ark to the famous peak, 
“ called from that circumftance Nau-Bandba, 
“ with a cable of a prodigious length, he mull 
“ have built it in the adjacent country. Nau, 
“ a Jhip r , and bandha, to make fajl t is the 
“ name of a famous peak lituated in Calh- 
“ mir, three days journey to the north-north- 
'* eaft of the Purganah of Lar. This place 
“ is reforted to by pilgrims, from all parts of 
“ India, who fcramble up among the rocks 
“ to a cavern, beyond which they never go. 
“ A few doves, frightened with the noife, 
“ fly from rock to rock; thefe the pilgrims 
“ fancy to be their guides to the holy place, 
** and believe, that they are the genuine off- 
tf fpring of the dove, which Noah let out of 
“ the Arkf At all events, in the numerous 
“ legends, which I have extracted from the 
“ Puranas, relating to Satyavrata arid the Ark, 
“ no mention is made of his letting out the 
“ dove. The whole llory I fhall give in ab- 
* c llradl. 

** Satyavrata having built the Ark ; and, 
“ the flood increaling, it was made fall to the 


« 

r Nau, like its Greek derivation Naus, comes originally from 
Nau or Noah. 





0 


Digitized by ^.ooQie 





S3 


ON THE CAB IRI. 

> 

“ peak of Nau-bandha, with a cable of pro- 
“ digious length. During the flood, Brahma, 
“ or the creating power, was afleep at the 
“ bottom of the abyfs; the generative pow- 
“ ers of nature, both male and female, were 
“ reduced to their fimpleft elements, the 
“ Linga * and the Yoni 1 ; the latter of which 
" aflumed the fliape of the hull of a {hip fince 
“ typified by the Argha, whilft the Linga 
“ became the mail. Maha-deva is fometimes 

“ reprefented {landing erect in the middle of 

#■ 

“ the Argha in the room of the mail. In 
“ this manner they were wafted over the 
“ deep, under the care and protection of Vifh- 
“ nou. When the waters had retired, the 
“ female power of nature appeared immedi- 
“ ately in the character of Capotefwari, or 
“ the dove ; and fhe was foon joined by her 
“ confbrt, in the lhape of Capotefwara. 

“ The mountains of Coh-Suleiman are 
“ fometimes called by the natives the moun- 
“ tains of the dove. The whole range as far 
“ as Gazni is called by Ptolemy the Paruetoi 
“ mountains, probably from Parvata, or Para- 

“ vat, which fignifies a dove. - 

“ According to the Pauranics, and the fol- 


1 At&iojr yvtctucHW. 

g 2 “ lowers 
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“ lowers of Buddha, the Ark relied on the 
“ mountain of Aryavarta, Aryawart, or India, 
** an appellation, which has no fmall affinity 
“ with the Araraut of Scripture u .” , 

In a former chapter I obferved, that the 
Ark was frequently lymbolized by a cup lhaped 
like a boat; and thence accounted for the fa¬ 
ble of Hercules failing over the Ocean in a 
navicular goblet. It is remarkable, that this 
mode of reprefentation was known in Hin- 
dollan, no lefs than in Greece j and, what is 
particularly worthy of our attention, we find 
it fpecially introduced into the legend of the 
Argha. 

“ Another of their emblems,” fays the fame 
valuable author, whom I laft cited, “ is called 
** Argha, which means a cup or dijh, or any 
“ other vejfel, in which fruit and flowers are 
“ offered to the deities; and which ought al- 
“ ways to be lhaped like a boat, though we 
“ now fee Arghas of many different forms, 
“ oval, circular, or fquare; and hence it is, 
“ that Ifwara has the title of Arghanatha, or 
“ the lord of the boat-Jhaped vejfel. A rim 
“ round the Argha reprefents the myllerious 
“ Yoni, arid the navel of Yiffinou is com- 
“ monly denoted by a convexity in the cen- 

1 

/ 

n Wilford on Mount Caucafus j Aliat. Ref. vol. vi. p. 521. 

“ tre. 
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" tre, while the contents of the velTel are lym- 
“ bols of the Linga. This Argha, as a type 
“ of the adbara-fa£li , or power of conception, 
“ excited, and vivified by the Linga, or Phal- 
** lus, I cannot but fuppofe to be one and the 
“ fame with the fhip Argo; which was built, 
“ according to Orpheus, by Juno and Pallas, 
“ or according to Apollonius, by Pallas and 
“ Argus at the inftance of Juno. The word 
“ Toni, as it is ufually pronounced, nearly re- 
u fembles the name of the principal Etrufcan 
" goddefs* ; and the Sanfcrit phrafe Argha - 
“ natha lfwara feems accurately rendered by 
** Plutarch, when he aflerts, that Ofiris was 
** commander of the Argo y .” 

From thefe very curious paffages, leVeral 
interefting particulars may be deduced. The 
lhip Argha is evidently the Argo of the Greeks, 
whom the Hindoos call Tonijas *, or worjhip- 
pers of the Toni, efteeming them the fubje&s 
of Deo-Cal-Yun a ; and Deo-Cal-Yun is no 
lefs evidently the Hellenic Deucalion, the 
hufband of Pyrrha, in whofe time the deluge 
is faid to have happened b . As for Maha-De- 


x Namely, Juno, 

y Wilford on Egyptj Afiat. Ref, vol. iii, p. 134. 

* Yonijas is the fame word as Jonians. 

* Wilford on Mount Caucafus 5 Afiat. Ref. vol. vi. p. 534. 
b Deucalion, or Deo-Cal-Yun, feems to be Du-Cal-Yoni, 

03 tbi 
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va, or Ifwara, he is the fame perfon as Ofiris 
or Bacchus j and accordingly we find the Lin- 
ga or Phallus equally facred to them all. 
Weftera mythologies however have precifely 
inverted the hiftory of this deity, by afcrib- 
ing to Bacchus or Ofiris the calamity, which 
the Hindoos feign to have befallen Sita or 
Parvata 0 , the confort of Maha-Deva. Thus, 
as Bacchus was fuppofed to have been tom 
in pieces by the Titans, and to have hadshis 
limbs joined together again by Rhea d ; and 
as Ofiris, in a fimilar manner, was murdered 
by Typhon, and his foattered limbs fought for 
over the whole world by Ifis, on which ac¬ 
count Diodorus Siculus derives the phallic 
worfhip of Bacchus from Ofiris c : fo the very 
lame ftory is related by the Hindoos of Maha- 
Deva, and Sita, excepting only, that Sita is 
torn in pieces, and fought for by Maha-Deva, 
inllead of the reverie. 

“ Maha-Deva took up the. body of his 


the god of the arkite dove, worlhipped under its lymbol, the myf- 
tic Yoni. 

c Anglice, the dove . Vide fupra p. 83. 
d Phorn. de Nat. Deor. cap. 30. 

e Diod. Sic. Bibl. lib. i. p. 19. Maha-Deva, or Ifwara, was 
fuppofed by the Hindoo mythologifts to have been mutilated, 
like the Bacchus of the weftern nations. Afiat. Refearch. 

, t ‘ 

vol. iii, p. 130. 

“be- 
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" beloved Sita on his fhoulders, and went fe- 
“ ven times round the world, bewailing his 
“ misfortune : but the gods, whom Sita con- 
“ tained in her womb, burft out; her limbs 
“ were fcattered all over the world: and the 
“ places, where they fell, are become fa- 
“ cred f . 

* 

I am fully perfuaded, that fuch was the 
original tradition ; and that it was corrupted 
firft in Egypt, and afterwards in Greece, by 
an abfurd inverfion of perfons. Sita is mani- 
feftly the fame as Atargatis, whom Simplicius 
ftyles tbe receptacle of the gods 6 ; and the burft- 
ing forth of the deities is the egrefs of the 
Noachidae from the Ark. Noah certainly 
cannot, with any degree of propriety, be faid 
to have experienced fuch a calamity ; but the 
circumftance is perfectly applicable to his 
mythological confort. The Greeks and Egyp¬ 
tians feem, in fa<ft, to have blended together 
into one legend two entirely different mat¬ 
ters; the myftic death of Bacchus or Ofiris, 

f Afiat. Ref. vol.vi. p.477. Much the fame remark is made 
by Plutarch refpe<Sring Ofiris. Ova wra & *? ‘fow ckfcot f 

TctiKKoLyjd XvyofAtva t « crapcnot. Plut. de Ifid. p. 3 J> 9 * 

' * She is likewife the fame as the Japanefe goddefs Quanwon, 
who is fuppofed to be “ the happy mother of many a deified 
“ hero, and an emblematical reprefentation of, the birth of the 
" gods in general/’ Vide fupra vol. i. p. 314. 

6 4 and 
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and the egrefs of the hero-gods from the 
womb of the Magna Mater. The former of 
thefe, as I have already obferved, fignifies 
nothing more than the entrance of Noah into 
the Ark : and the latter, his quitting it along 
with his family, which, afterwards fpreading 
itfelf in every diredtion, replenifhed the earth 
with inhabitants ; a circumflance defcribed, 
in the language of the Myfteries, by the great 
goddefs burfting afunder, by her limbs being 
fcattered over the whole world, and by the 
gods ifluing from her womb. This fable 
moreover affords another proof of the conver¬ 
tibility of the heathen goddeffes ; for we be¬ 
hold Sita at once the Argba , or Ark , and the 
Toni metamorphofed into the dove. As for 
the title Sita, it is merely the feminine of 
Sit on, which Sanchoniatho alferts to be a name 
of the Phenician Dagon h . The patriarch was 
reprefented under the figure of a man iffuing 
out of the mouth of a fifh, and thus confti- 
tuted a mafculine idol, called Vijhnou , Sit on, 
or Dagon; while the Ark was fymbolized by 
the image of a woman united with a cetus, 
and worfhipped as Sita, Vtnus-Colias, Ifit, 
Rhea, or Atargatis. 

As Sita, confidered as the Ark, is the weft- 

, , 4 . * ‘ * * * * • 


\ ?ufeb. Praep. Evan. lib. i. cap. io. 

. - • * 
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era Venus, or Rhea; fo, confidered as the 
dove, fhe is the weftern Juno ‘, as will abun^ 
dantly appear from the following circumftance 
common to them both. Paufanias mentions 
a temple of Juno near Mycenae, in which 
there was a flatue of the goddefs, holding 
in one hand a pomegranate, and in the other 
a fceptre. Upon the top of the fceptre was 
a fmall figure of a cuckoo, in allufion to the 
fable of Jupiter’s having affumed the form of 
that bird, when he was attempting to gain 
the affections of Juno k ; a metamorphofis, 
which, according to the fcholjafl upon Theo¬ 
critus, took place on mount Thronax 1 in the 
midft of a violent tempeft of rain, which Ju¬ 
piter had purpofely raifed m . In a fimilar 

* The reader will recoiled the obfervation of Captain Wfl- 
ford, that the word Yoni, as it is ufually pronounced, approxi¬ 
mates in found veiy near to Juno . 

k To & ayaKfuc rvjf *Hp«$ tirt xaByrati, fxtytSn pityu xgvov 
xcu tht(pctP70{, noAvjtAiiTot; is tpyo*. Eirir* it o» rsfetrof Xaptrat 
SXJU9 xou siFHgyaafAUcts' xcu 7U9 %up»9 ry fxtv xupTF of ftgu |ot- 

rv) ill 0xr,vr£O9. Ta pen ovv 1 ; ryv poias (awoppjTopof yog ijr»* 0 
heyof) a<ptur$v pco»* xoxxvyot it vtt% 7to axyitrpy xaSyoSa 1 (paun, \t- 
yorrif tov Aia, bit ypa vrap&stov rvjf 'Hpa^ t( rovrot 799 opuSet ahXa m 
yweu' 7 fi 9 il AT< TTCuypt09 Bygeurau. Paul Corin. p. 148. 

1 Thronax was perhaps fo called in honour of Tor-Anax, 
the royal bull. 

m Schol. in Theoc. Idyll, i j. ver. 64. When engaged in 
profecuting another amour, Jupiter is faid to have changed 
Jiimfelf into a dove. Athen. Deipnof. lib. ix. p. 395. 

manner 
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SO 

manner Maha-Deva, to pleafe Sita, changed 
himfelf into a Pica, or cuckoo; and was there¬ 
fore worlhipped under the appellation of Pi~ 
cefivara or Picefa-Maha-deva. But he was 
more generally known by the title of CocileJ'- 
voara-Maba-deva ; Cocila n being another name 
for the bird Pica or Picas °. 

* 

Since then the fable of Bacchus or Ofiris 

V 

being torn afunder is apparently a perverfion 
of the flory of Maha-Deva and Sita, and {ince 
the Hellenic Argo is manifeilly the Hindoo 
Argba j I am much inclined to conjecture, 
that the Greeks have metamorphofed the 
god Maha-Deva into the heroine Medda 9 , 
and that her cruelty to her brother Abfyrtus 
is nothing but a frefti corruption of the ori¬ 
ginal Hindoo allegory : and I am the more 
confirmed in this opinion by the declaration 
of Tzetzes, that the Colchians were a tribe 
of IndorScythians q . Medea, finding herfelf 
purfued by her father Eetes, flew Abfyrtus, 


n Whence the Latin word CucuJus, 

° Afiat. Ref. vol. vi. p. 476. Picefa-Maha-deva is evidently 
the prototype of the Jupiter Picus of the ancient Latins. 

p Mah-Deva is the great god ; Ma-Dea is the great goddefs . 
In corrupting the tradition, the Greeks have changed the fex 
of Mah-Deva, in the fame manner as they fuppofe Bacchus to 
have been tom afunder, inftead of Rhea. 

/ 

^ Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 174. 

and 
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and fcattered his limbs over the furface of 
the waves ; which horrid deed, by delaying 
the Ihips of the Colchians till they had col¬ 
lected together the different parts of the la¬ 
cerated body, enabled Jafon to cffeCl his 

_ * - 

efcape r . Dreadful as this circumftance ap¬ 
pears, I apprehend, that it will be found, 
when analyfed, to be purely mythological. 
The title Abfyrtus feems to be only a con¬ 
traction of Apis-Soros, the bull Apis *; and it 
is worthy of obfcrvation, that the territory of 
Apfarus, or, as Hyginus calls it, Abforis x y 
which Arrian informs us received its name 
from the dilaceration of Abfyrtus by his filter 
McdCa u , approaches yet more nearly to Apt- 
Soros, or, as it would be expreffed contracted- 


r Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 9.—Orph. Argon, ver. 1029.— 
Ovid. Trift. lib. iii. Eleg. 9.—Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 175. 

* From Sor a bull, is derived Soros, an ark or coffin> 

in oonfequence of a heifer being fymbolical of the Ark. Hence 

\ 

the coffin, in.which the bull Apis was folemnly placed after 
his death, was denominated Soros. His return to life gave 
occafion to one of the principal feftivals of Egypt. The en¬ 
trance of Apis into the facred Soros related to the entrance 
into the Ark, and his revivification to the quitting it. 

* Hyg. Fab. 23. 

u *0 h ro X u f 109 on A^vpros ixatetro crors* *»« 

ya£ t ov A'i'Vfrov v7Sq Mnfoutf a>7ro§<zm». Arr. Perip,* 

Pont. Eux. p. 117. 

iy. 
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ly, Ap-Soros. Abfyrtus or Apis, in fhort, was 
no other than Ofiris, or the folar Noah. 
Hence, though I think erroneoully, he is 
feigned, like Ofiris, to have been tom limb 
from limb ; and hence, while he is fuppofed 
by Sophocles to be the offspring of the Ne¬ 
reid Neera x , he is faid by Apollonius to have 
been called by the Colchians Pbaetbon, or 
the Sun y . 

The Hindoos, like the weftern mytholo-* 
gifts, feem to have confidered the Ark in the 
light of an univerfal mother to the renovated 
human fpecies : hence they reprefented it, as 
appears from the preceding citations, under 

the difgraceful fymbol of the Toni ; while 

* 

Maha-Deva, or Noah z , was typified by the 
hinga or Phallus. From this idea of the pa¬ 
triarch being the father, and the Ark the mo¬ 
ther of mankind, united perhaps with fbme 
traditional remembrance of the crime of 
Ham, I doubt not but that the whole of the 

* Soph, apud Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. iii. ver. 242. 
Neera is Nera, the oceanic Ark. I have already noticed the fi- 
xnilar fable of Pelops. Vide fupra p. 22. 

y Apoll. Argon, lib. iii. ver. 245. 

* Maha-Deva feems alfo to be Ham. There is precifely the 
ihme confufion in the chara&er of Maha-Deva, as in that of the 
claffical Jupiter : he fpmetimes appears to be Ham, and fome- 
times Noah, 

de- 
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deteftable Phallic orgies derived their exift- 
ence\ They were early introduced into the 
Cabiric or diluvian Myfteries b ; and the abo¬ 
minations, which accompanied them, called 
forth the loudeft and moft pointed invectives, 
from Arnobius, and Clemens Alexandrinus c . 
The Ionim, or Yonijas, of Deucalion brought 
them to the temple of the Syrian goddefs 
Atargatis; and ereCted a number of phalli in 
the area before the veftibule, for the fpecial 
purpofe of commemorating the events of the 
deluge. Twice each year, in allufion to that 
dreadful cataftrophe, a perfon climbed to the 
top of one of the phalli, where he remained 
feven days; the precife period, which elapled 
between each time of Noah’s fending forth 
the dove d . Laftly, the' fame indecencies 
were praClifed in the rites of the Cabiric Ce¬ 
res, as in thofe of Bacchus, Ofiris, and Maha- 

1 

Deva. Her deluded votaries vied with each 


a Vide fupra vol. i. p. 364. note d. The prevalence of this 
notion occafioned the following feemingly difcordant hgnidea¬ 
tions to be alcribed to the word Hippon.. Ittttov, to p . ogm, %»% 
vo ttk yviatxos, xcct rov av$ po$* xat to* /xtya* &u?uw<no 9 

Hefych. 

b Herod, lib. ii. cap. 51. 

c Arnob. adv. Gent. lib. v. p. 174.—Clem. Alex. Cohort, 
ad Gent. p. 17. 

d Lucian, de Dea Syra, feft. 28. 

other 
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other in a ftudied, obfcenity of language*; 
and her nocturnal orgies were contaminated 
with the grofleft lafcivioufnefs f . 

We have juft feen how clofely Satyavrata, 
who was faved in an Ark from the waters of 
the , deluge, is connected with the Argha of 
Maha-Deva, or, in other words, with the Argo 
of Ofiris : • before his hiftory be entirely dif- 
milfed, it will be proper to notice two parti¬ 
culars, one of which remarkably confirms the 
opinion which forms the bafis of the prefent 
diflertation ; and the other ferves to fhew the 
very general adoption of the fea-monfter, as 
an emblem of the Ark. 

In a preceding chapter I obferved, that 
Bacchus, Ofiris, Hercules, Adonis, Perfeus, 
and moft of the principal heathen gods, are 
at once the folar orb, and the patriarch Noah; 
while Ms, Venus, or Cybele, with their kin¬ 
dred deities, were adored both as the Ark, 
and the Moon: and I ftated, that the reafon 
of this apparent confufiori was to be deduced 

c e$o$ y sr»y avroig tv rcturctte t«k rips fats at(r%potoy ttv xoclcc rxs 
aAArjAot;; to tv* $tav i m rv rvf Kopvf ctpjrayv 

vrefisw* ythcurctf hot tv* aia^oXoyta*. Diod. Sic. Bibl. lib. v. 
p. 289. The caufe of the goddefs’s laughter is detailed with 
a moft difgufting particularity by more than one ancient au¬ 
thor. 

{ Arnob. et Clem. Alex, ut fupra. 

from 
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from the union of the Sabian and arkite fu- 
perftitions s when the hero-gods were placed 
in the fphere, and worlhipped in conjunction 
with the hoft of heaven. “ Whenever the 
“ deity condefcends to be born of woman,” 
fays Captain Wilford, fpeaking of the Indian 
Avatars, “ the perfon is one, but there are 
“ two natures. To this diftinftion we rauft 
“ carefully attend, in order to reconcile many 
“ feeming contradictions in the Puranas; and 
“ more particularly fo, with refpeft to Vai- 
“ vafwata and Satyavrata, who are acknow- 
“ ledged to be but one perfon. The divine 
“ nature is an emanation of Vifhnou in his 
1( character of the Sun; and Satyavrata is the 
“ human nature: theft two natures often aft 
“ independently of each other, and may exift 
“ at the fame time in different places s .” 

The fecond particular in the hiftory of Sa¬ 
tyavrata, which I purpoftd to notice, was the 
introduction of the emblematical fea-mon- 
fter. A tomb is fhewn at Naulakhi, which, 
according to the Baudhifts, contains the 
bones of Buddha-Narayana, or Buddha dwell - 
ing in the waters ; but the Hindoos denomi¬ 
nate the perfon, who is fuppofed to be in¬ 
terred there, Mach'hodar-Nath, or the Jove- 

\ 

I 

s Afiat. Ref. vol. vi, p, 479.. 

reign 
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reign prince in the belly of the fjh b . This dis¬ 
crepancy however is more apparent than real; 
for Buddha, as we have already feen, is the 
great patriarch, no lefs than Satyavratat The 
Mahometans indeed abfurdly imagine, that 
the tomb is the fepulchre of Lamech, the 
father of Noah; but, as Captain Wilford 
juftly obfcrves, the preceding titles are by no 
means applicable to Lamech, but to Noah 
alone. “ By the belly of the filh,” lays that 
gentleman, “ they underftand the cavity, or 
“ inlide of the Ark. There is a place under 
«* ground at Banares, which they call Macb'bo- 
“ dara. The centrical and moll elevated 
** part of Banares is alio called Mach 'hodara ; 
“ becaufe when the lower parts of the city 
“ are laid under water by lome unufual over- 
“ flowing of the Ganges, this part remains 
“ free from water like the belly of a filh. 
“ The city allb is lometimes thus called; be— 
“ caufe, during the general floods, the waters 
“ rife like a circular wall round the holy city. 
“ In Ihort, any place in the middle of wa- 
“ ters, either natural or artificial, which can 
** afford Ihelter to living beings, is called 
** Mach'hodara. 

** The place, where Lamech is fuppofed 

h Afiat. Ref, vol. vi. p. 479. 

to 
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u to lie entombed, is called Naulakhi, a word 

» • 

“ which fignifies nine laks; becaufe, it is 
“ faid, Sultan Mahmood granted to this holy 
“ place a yearly revenue of nine lakhs of ru- 
“ pees. Be this as it may, the foundation 
“ no longer exifts, and I believe it never did. 
“ The real name is probably Nau-Laca, or 
" Nub-Laca, which in the language of that 
“ country implies the place of Nub or Noah. 
“ — Mach’hodara-Natha is not unknown in 
“ China; at leaft there is an idol near Pekin, 
“ which is fuppofed by pilgrims from India 
“ and Tibet to reprefent Mach’hodara, or 
“ Maitre-Burghan. This account I received 
“ from a famous traveller called Arcefwara, 
“ who was introduced to my acquaintance 
“ by Mr. Duncan three years ago. He faid, 
“ that the Myau , or temple, is at a fmall dif- 
" tance from the north-weft corner of the 
“ wall of Pekin, and is called Maha-Cala- 
“ MyaUi from its chief deity Maha-Cala'; 
“ who is worfhipped there, and whofe ftatue 
“ is on one fide of the river, and the Myau 
“ on the other. That in one part of the 
“ Myau is a gilt ftatue of Mach’hodara-Nath, 
‘‘.about eighteen feet high: in another part 
“ is the Charan-Pad, or the impreffion of the 

1 Maha-Cala is the great arkite cavity, frgm the radical Col. 

vol. ii. h “ feet 
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** feet of Dattatreya or Datta, called Toth by 
“ the Egyptians V’ 

The voyage of Jafon then being in reality 
that of the patriarch Noah, we {hail not be 
furprifed to find a variety of traditions re- 
fpedting it in feveral Other quarters of the 
globe, as well as in Greece, in Egypt, and 
in Hindoftan; a circumftance utterly unac¬ 
countable upon the fuppofition, that an Ar- 
gonautic expedition, fuch as it is deferibed by 
the poets, ever literally took place from Pa- 
• gafae to Colchi upon the Euxine. Strabo in¬ 
forms us, that there were many fa/onia , or 
high places of fafon , in Armenia, in Media, 
and in the neighbouring countries; that they 
abounded on the coaft of Sinope, the Propon¬ 
tis, and the Hellefpont as far as Lemnos ; 
> and that the fabulous hiftory of Phrixus was 
likewife well known in .thofe diftridts. He 
notices alfo a lofty mountain near the Cafpice 
Pylee denominated fa/onium j and further 

k Afiat. Ref. vol. vi. p. 481. 

1 Strabo mentions, that a report prevailed in Armenia, that 
Jafon dug the channel, through which the river Araxes at pre- 
fent empties itfelf into the Cafpian fea. Strab. Geog. lib. xi. 
p. 531. Armenia being the country where the Ark firft 
landed, and Jafon being Noah, it will be almoft fuperfluous to 
obferve, that Araxes received its name in honour of Arach, 
the Ark. 

men- 
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mentions, that there were traces of Jafon in 
Crete, in Italy, and round the Adriatic. He 
adds, that he had a temple at Abdera; and 
that many perfons fuppofed him to have 
failed up the liter or Danube m . In a limi- 
lar manner, while Arrian obferves, that there 
was a promontory in the Euxine fea near 
Polemonium, which bore the fame facred 
name of yajbnium ", Homer denominates one 
of the principal towns of Greece Jafonian 
Argos °; and that with great propriety, for 
Argos was peculiarly the city of the Ark, and 
thence fuppofed to be under the immediate 
protection of Juno, or the dove. Thefe Ja- 
fonia were greatly reverenced by the Aliatics; 


® T cl letroma woAAa^ov xa» tjk Appafiaf, xai Trjg xai 

rut 'mXfinoX'Vput ocvToc k Totrwr htxrvTcct. Ka» /xyt xoct mtpi Tirumit, 
xai Ttjt TavTvt 'mapothixt, xa» t yt Zl^ovotT^cc, xa* top '’EXhtiffirotTot 
i t up Xoctcl Tt)t Ayptot Torrut, teytreu TroAAa te xpyptcL this ti Ia- 
ectof fpecTitctf, xai Ti)f $pme $ locaotof, xai Tit tmhu^atrup 
Ko tyup, pexpi tvs KpyTtKf xai tjj? IraXiaf, xai t» — Tins & 

xu Tor Ir^ov ocvoLirfovaai feten f*t%pi woAAoi; rot>$ wipi Toy Iatroia. 

Strab. Geog. lib. i. p. 4 5 *— Toy n aC&j^ok now t« Ia?c*of. Ibid. 

lib. xi. p. ^31. Ttf piir Ia^ovof virofAtijfjcalcc HtstfTOL lacotucc 'Hgua, 

TipMfJLttfr CrtpofysZ V7T0 TUP ficLf&OCpUt' Ifl & XCti . 0 £ 0 f fJCtyCL V 1 )Tip TUP 

K&ffmup HvXsup ir ccp^tpa, xctXovjxit op I acwtiot. Ibid. lib. xi. 

p. 526. 

B Axo IIoAE^&mot/ Eif axpett Icuronot xaXovfxttot, rahoi rgiaxotTCL 

**i Ixaro p, Arrian, Perip. Pont. Eux. p. 128. 

0 Ei sramf ffi iJoiee a/ Iowoy Apyof Ap^auoi. OdyfT. lib. xviii. 
yer. 245. 
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nor was it without reafon, inafmuch as the 
god there worlhipped was in reality their 
principal deity. Jalon himfelf is laid to 
have been accompanied in his voyage by Ar- 
menius, and to have penetrated as far as the 
Cafpian fea, Iberia, and Albania, as well as 
Media, and Armenia p . Both this imaginary 
Armenius however, and the country Arme¬ 
nia, equally derived their refpedtive names 
from Ar-Menah, the mountain of the Noetic 
Ark ; and as for the word Albania , it appears 
to be compounded of Alban’Aia q , the land of 
the Moon , which planet, upon the introduction 
of Sabianifm, was worlhipped conjointly with 
the Ark. 

In the neighbourhood of the Euxine Jalo- 
nium, mentioned by Arrian, we find another 

p A tyeTecf Ictcrovcc fierx Agjxent? m GbtIccXov xctrtz rov $rXot/» 

Tor Tovg KoXp^ovf, oppt>j£rai K&o'to’WS SoihtzcrGrw, xfifct TV* 

» 

T£ xau ryv AhGxvijc* erre^Ss iv 9 xa» ttoAAcc tjj? Ahmets, xcti r»jf 

Mnh*4. Strab. Geog. lib. i. p. 503. 

* Heb. Lehanah , or Albanah, properly lignifies 

tie Moon $ but, in confequence of the Ark being worlhipped in 
conjun£tion with that planet, the Armenian Scythians deno¬ 
minated a fhip Leaban , and Leabarn. Vallancey’s Efifay to¬ 
wards illultrating the ancient hiftory of the Britilh illes, p. 33. 
Leaban^ ltri£tly fpeaking, is the Moon; Leabarn is the compound 
term Leaban-Arn, the lunar Ark . Albany in Scotland, like Al¬ 
bania in Alia, was fo called from the prevailing arheo-lunar 
fuperftition. The fame remark may be applied to Albion , the 
ancient name of Britain. 

pro- 
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promontory denominated Heraclius from the 
arkite Hercules,, a place called Genetes, and 
two cities intitled Cuturus and Pharnacia r . 
All thefe are names allufive either to the fo- 
lar or the arkite worlhip. Genetes received 
its appellation from Chen-Ait-Es, the priejl of 
the burning Sun ; Pharnacia, from Ph’Arn-Ac, 
the oceanic Ark ; and Cuturus, from Cuth- 
Ur, the folar deity Cujh. The pofterity of this 
patriarch appear to have been of a very bold 
and pnterprifing difpofition, and to have 
planted colonies in regions widely feparated 
from each other s . One of their tribes, I 
apprehend, was feated at Colchi, the inha¬ 
bitants of which are faid by Tzetzes to be 
Indo-Scythians, and to have been likewife 
called Lazi *. They were probably a branch 
of the Cuttree or war tribe of the Hindoos; 


1 Er rv) «TetpaXux rotvrv) Afxiatt vrhtovair, rj HpaxActo; axpoc wpu» 

top «n>* etrec aAA v) axpoc laeroviot, xai o tevsTW' *»t a Kovrovgog «ro- 

w evvccxicSri i) fPapvaxtoc. Strab. Geog. lib. xii. p. ^48. 
There was alfo a place in Pontus named Tb'iba , from Theba, 
the Ark. Stephanus of Byzantium fays, that it received its 
appellation from one of the Amazons, fuppofed to have been 
flam there by Hercules. Steph. Byzant. de Urb. p. 397. I 
have already noticed thp fabulous hiftory of the Amazons. 

* See Bryant’s Anal. vol. ii*i. 

* Oi h KoAp^oi, Ik&xoi 'ExvSaf ewij, c! xa\ Aa^oi Kakapipoi. Tzet. 
in Lycoph. ver. 174. Perhaps we may trace the appellative 
Lazus in the modern term Lafcar, which is applied to* fome 
battalions of the native Indian troops. 

H 3 who 
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who feem, in* a fimilar manner, to have de¬ 
rived both their name and their origin from 
Cufli, or, as it is pronounced in the Chaldean 
dialect, Cuth". Herodotus however is of 
opinion, that theColchians came from Egypt; 
and mentions an affertion of the Egyptians, 
that they were the remains of the army of 
king Sefbftris x . It is evident therefore, whe- 


u If we allow the Colchians to be of Hindoo extraction, we 
fhali be able to account very fatisfa&orily for the affertion of 
Arrian, that there was a city denominated Col chi, not far from 
Comara, in the modem territory of Camata; and that near it 
was a traCt of land, which bore the name of Argalus . Axo h 

vov Koptapet txTutovoa x u t a £> xoXv/a£u <n$ tw mt hxm 

trip, octto xaraxgi&ifAVP xursfryu^tTau. — Mnec h KoX^as txitxsrmt 
ttpqtbpos otiyiaXos tp xoXwy xeipu »o?, x u f a9 ^troytxop, Tuyoputce 

* c 

ApyaX ov. Arrian. Perip. Mar. Eryth. p. 175. Both the Hin¬ 
doo and the Euxine Colchi feem to be equally Col-Och-Ai, the 
country of the oceanic Ark ; while Argalus was fo called, I ap¬ 
prehend, in honour of Argh’Al, the god of the Argha . Argh’Al, 
or Argalus, was the Arcles of the Phenicians, and the Hercules 
of claflical writers. I fufpeCt, that Argyle in Scotland received 
its name from this fame Argalus or Argh’Al. The Scots have 
a wild tradition, that they are defended from Ere, the fon of 
Scota, whom they fancy to have been the daughter of Pharaoh, 
king of Egypt. Scota however is nothing more than the Ark, 
as is evident from the circumftance of Scuth, Scudb , or (when 
latinized) Scota, (ignifying, in the Celtic dialeds, a Jhif ; and 
Ere, or Erchi, is the arkite, for fo the great arkite Noah was 

j 

denominated xccr e£oxvp- Vallancey’s Effay, p. 22, 26. 

x (pocu'ofTcci f/AP yap com? o» A»yt>7rI»o*'— popt^eip ifpctcxp 

Atyvimot this Zeovrpiof rpzTiris ntou tovs KoX^ovj. Herod, lib. ii. 
cap. 104. 

ther 
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ther we fuppofc them to be of .Hindoo, or of 
Egyptian extraction y , that they were of the 
line, of Ham, and I think molt probably 
through the patriarch Cufh, Hence we find 

in the diftriCt of Colchis two cities denomi- 

' * 

nated Cuturus and' Cutea z ; and hence Lyco- 
phron, when fpeaking of Achilles, who was 
feigned to have efpoufed Medea in the infer¬ 
nal regions, ftyles that princefs a Cutbian a . 


y The Hindoos and Egyptians feem to have been very 
dofely conne&ed in the earlieft ages, and to have very nearly 
refembled each other both in manners, polity, and religion. 

* Kvrutoc Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 174* 

t 

There was a harbour near mount IJindymus, which in a funi* 
lar manner was called Cutus , moft probably from the fame pa¬ 
triarch. Apoll. Argbn. lib. i. ver. 987. 

* To* f*t>JiQ 9 VfjL<p 09 tvrrnjy Kvratxfif 

Tvt(iroGaxxW'— Lycoph. Caftan. ver. 174. 

Tor AyiXKta, Toy gy Aity ynjxeu /xsXXorra ruy M /xvBtvoylen 

yap, oti gy Alfy ptaxap#* mcroif syjjptc*. Tzet. in loc. Maha* 
Deva being the great arkite god, and Mah-Dea, the great ark- 
ite goddefs, the two names were eafily confounded together; 
which circumftance, I apprehend, will account for this part of 
the hiftory of Medea, as well as for her fabulous marriage 
with Jafon. Hence her imaginary nuptials in the myftic Ha¬ 
des with Achilles relate only to the allegorical marriage of 
Noah and the Afk. Achilles, as I have already obferved, is Ac- 
El-Es, the burning deity of the Ocean: accordingly he is deferibed 
as the fon of Thetis orTethys,and is faid to have been immerfed 
in the waters of Styx, or the deluge, by which he was rendered 
invulnerable in every part of his body fave his heel. Achilles 
feems to be the fame mythological character as the Cretan Ta¬ 
lus, who is reprefented, in a fimilar manner, as invulnerable in 

B 4 every 
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As the Eaft was filled with the high places 
of Jafon, and with traditions of his voyage, fq 
the Greeks aflerted, that from the heroine 

a 

Medea the kingdom of Media borrowed its 
name. Finding herfelf flighted by Jafon, 
fhe murdered the two children, whom fhe 
had had by him b ; and, mounting the chariot 
of the Sun drawn by winged dragons, fhe 
flew away into Media c . Herodotus mentions, 
that the inhabitants of that country were called 
jdrii, before they afiumed the name of Medes ; 
and, what is very remarkable, he aflerts, that 
they themfelves deduced the origin of their 
fecond appellation, from the Argonautic he¬ 
roine* 1 . In one fenfe I believe this opinion 

to have been founded on truth : for, as the 

« * 

Perfians are feigned to have received their 


fcvery part, except his ancle. Though J[ believe, that there 
may have been a liege of Troy, yet Homers heroes feem to 
be entirely fidlitious, as I lhall attempt to Ihew in the courfe 
of the prelent chapter. 

b The names of thele children were Mermerus , and Pheres : 
the firlt of which appellations leems to be equivalent to thefca - 
god , the word Mer or Mare lignifying, equally in the Celtic 
and Latin dialefts, the Jea $' while the fecond is Ph’Eres, the 
Sun. 

c Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 9. 

^ 0* h —exaXeoi»To waXcu TTg oj ifolvtcm Agtot' ctwixafAtvYif h 

Tr ; ? Ko^p^o? ef A§woum t; Agitf$ jjLsrtSocXop net, 1 

wToi to ovo^ioc. Avroi ctpB&v Xtyaat Herpd. lib. vii. 

cap. 62. 

name 


Digitized by ^.ooQie 



ON THE CABIRI. 


105 


name from Perfes, the imaginary fon of Per- 

feus e or P’Eres-Zeus, the Sun ; fo the Medes, 

* 

who were originally denominated Arii, from 
Ar, the folar light, afterwards exchanged that 
title for' Medi, in honour of Medea, or Mah- 
Deva, the great god of the Hindoos. This fup- 
pofition is confirmed both by the -vicinity of 
Media to Hindoftan, and by the tradition of 
a battle between the inhabitants of the two 
countries, in which, according to Appllodo- 
rus, Medus, the fon of Medea, loft his life f - 

c 0 1 trspi Ktomap troptxot (paw, — 1( Agyttg as AtSiomett trctpetye* 
ymra Bv 1 rxq Kij Qwq Svyctrgoq rot I legna, txtiBet hs etq n^-’ 

eccq fAirctroLv’rot, Hsgcctiq (jav airo rtvoq t cov tyyotut rrjq xAjj ecuq fxtret-* 

hum. Agatharchid. apud Phot. Bibl. p. 1354. The fame 
account is given by Herodotus, who adds, that Cepheus, the 
father of Andromeda, was the fon of Belus or Baal. Ette» 

Wtpeivq 6 Aatctrjq ti xcu Ai oq ctwixtro teapot Krista rot xai ivyc 

uvra tut Svyartgct Athpofxthvjt, yitsreti ccury iea\q rat 0 vvofxot eSsto 
Ibgcyjr. Tovrot hi xaTaXetsm,— t*m rovrov hi rw etrwtv/xtnt t<r%ot» 

Herod, lib. vii. cap. 61. It is remarkable, that the ftory of 
Perfeus and Andromeda is well known to the Hindoos. Per- 
feus they call Parafica y and Andromeda Antarmada m , while to 
Caffiopea they aflign the name of Cajyapi, and to Cepheus that 
of Capeya. We are further told, that a Pundit, being requefted 
to point out in the heavens the Hindoo conftellation of Para- 
fica and Antarmada, immediately pitched upon that of Per* 
feus and Andromeda. See Afiat. Ref. vol. iii. p. 222. As 
for Perfes, the fi£litious fon of Perfeus, he was, like his father, 
no other than the Sun. r Upo-yt rot tout Xeyn. Schol. in Hef« 
Theog. p. 269. 

f Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 9.—Tzef in Lycoph. ver. 175. 

I much doubt whether the Medes were fo called from Madai 

the 
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Since then the voyage of the Argonauts is 
in fa& the voyage of the Noachidas, we may 
naturally expert to find them clofely con¬ 
nected with Cybele or the Ark. Accordingly 
they are reported to have built a temple to 
the Idean mother at Cyzicus in Phrygia, near 
the mountains Dindymum and Arfton 5 ; where 


the fon of Japhet, as Bochart fuppofes, both becaufe the Greek 
hiftorians fo politively affert that their original name was Aril ; 
becaufe they are mentioned as a nation for the firft time fo late 
as 2 Kings xvii. 6. and becaufe their cuftoms and inftitutesare 
totally diflimilar to thofe of the Japhetic or Tartarian tribes. 
The word Arius is no feigned appellation, but a name actually 
exifting among the Medes. Tlccpuytpofjiipij (b ts nj» Aiyo- 

fA,ent tot i Aptap, Tot? apBpuxo i? s$afxt to opo/au xa\e t<7$a» M vinous ax* 
av ruf. Fauf. Corin. p. 118. A piapa eBpof x^ooiyi% rot? Kaiov 
c*»ot?. Steph. Byzan. de Urb. 0ctptn^toi ti?? tyyve K&$- 

vo-iup. Xenoph. Rer. Graec. lib. ii. The Thamnerii are, as 
Bochart jultly obferves, the Theman-Arii, or fouthern Arii, 
C 3 mN- 5 D'ru Thefe three citations are given by Bochart him- 
felf. Phaleg. lib. iii. cap. 14. 

8 0» AgyovavToti itAiopti? it? 4>owtp ityvaairo ra t»k 

itpa s' zrt Kv^txop. Strab. Geog. lib. i. p. 45. See alio Conon. 
Narrat. cap. 41. KaAitTat h A^ktup to cpo?* vxt^xtiTen & «AA« 

AtP ^VfXOP fJLQPO$Vi$, itgop t^OPTPJ? AtP^l/jXJJP*}? MjJTpO? TWP $£&/K, ityvpaTUP 

AfyopctvTdv. Strab. Geog. lib. xii. p. 575* Dindymum appears 
to have been fo denominated in honour of Tin-da-Mu, (Mow, 
to v$up. Hefych.) the arkite fijh of the waters ; while Ar 61 on re¬ 
ceived its appellation from Arc-To, the divine Ark, of which 
the mighty mother Rhea, or Cyhel£, was a perfonification. 
Ar6lon, according to the Greeks, was the hill of hears 5 and tra¬ 
dition aflerted, that the nurfes of Jupiter were there changed 
into animals of that^ecies. Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. 
ver. 936. This fable is in fubftance the fame as that of Cal- 

lifto, 
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Apollonius, with the ftrideft mythological 
propriety, reprefents them as performing the 
iacred dance Betarmus, in honour of that god- 
defs. 

HoXXa h rrjv ye XtTvyrtv atro<rge^sa,i epyaXctg 
A itroviSrjs yava^er e'TnXs&otv iegounv 
AtB’Oftevoig* aftv&tg £e v'eoi O (ttpfjog avayy 
'Xkcliqqvtbs (ivfTa^fto^ evmXiov ct>pxvi<ra,no, 

K at craxea fyQsemv S7rexTV7rov , cog xsv toovj 
Avcrtpy/xog TrXaZptTo JV tje(>og, yv sri Xaot 
KfjJew (icunXvjog avegrsvov' evB'ev eg atet 
'Pof&foc*) xat rvTfcLvod 'P eiyv $(wyeg iXcurxovrat. 

H Jk 7rn evayeeovtv enrt tyeva 9’vjxs S'vfjXatg 
Avrcutj iatftur too eoucora <TfjftetT eyevro. 
AevJjpea, ftev kclqttqv %sov ov, afttyt Jk groovy 
AvToftctTvj (pve yata Tspewfig avS'ea 7roiv\g. 

Qfjgsg £ eiXvxg re xara %vXo%xg re XiTroneg, 
Ovfnynv (ratvovreg eTnjXuS’ov’ vj Jk xat aXX 0 
Qrfxe Tepag' eirei art nsapoiTspov v^ctn vatev 
AtvJv/tov, aXXa crtptv to]’ ave&pa%e Jk pa Jog avroog 
Ex xofnjtyrjg aXXvjXTov. lffcrovtav J eveirwtv 
K etvo wctov XQfjvtiv 7T€ftiv custom avfyeg V7TUr<rto. 

K ou tots ftev JatT a/ttpt B’eoog &e<r<tv x par tv Aqxloov, 
MeX^rovreg 'P etvjv 7roXv7roTvtav m aura,q eg vjoo 
Avfeavrodv avsftcdv, vti<rov Xmov et^artv^rtv 

While on the burning vi&ims Jafon pours 
Libations due, the goddefshe implores 

lifto, and Polyphonte ; they all equally arofe from a mifprifion 
of the term Arftos. The hiftory of the birth of Jupiter will be 
confidered at large hereafter. Vide infra chap. ix f 
h Apollon. Argon, lib. i. ver. H32. 

To 
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To (mile propitious on the Grecian train. 

And ftill the tempefts of the roaring main. 

Then Orpheus call’d, and youthful chiefs ad-? 
vance, 

All clad in arms, to lead the martial dance 

With flalhing fwords they clatter’d on their 
Ihields, 


And fill’d with feftive founds th’ aerial fields., 
Loft in thefe founds was every doleful ftrain. 
And their loud wailings for their monarch flain. 
The Phrygians ftill their goddefs’ favour win. 

By the revolving wheel and timbril’s din. 

Of thefe pure rites the mighty mother Ihew’d 
Her mind approving, by thefe figns bellow’d : 
Boughs bend with fruit, earth from her bofom 

* 

pours 

Herbs ever green, and voluntary flowers. 

Fierce foreft beafts forfake the lonely den. 
Approach with gentleriefs, and fawn on men. 

A pleafing omen, and more wondrous ftill 
The goddefs gave : the Dindymgan hill, 

That ne er knew water on its airy brow, 

Burfts into ftreams, and founts perennial flow. 
This wonder ftill the Phrygian fhepherds fing. 
And give the name of Jafon to the fpring. 

Then on the mount 1 the chiefs the feaft prolong. 
And praife the venerable queen in fong. 

But when the morning rofe they plied their oars. 
And the wind ceafing, left the Phrygian fhores. 


' Arfton. 


Fciwkes. 
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The fupernatural tamenefs of the beafts, 
and the burfting forth of the fountain, which 
are mentioned in this curious palfage, feerti 
both to allude to the events of. the deluge j 
and the dance Betarmus , from the defcrip- 
tion given of it by Apollonius, is evidently 
the, fame as the Pyrrhic dance of the Cabiric 
Corybantes. Mr. Bryant fuppofes, and I think 
very juftly, that this frantic dance was infti- 
tuted to commemorate the hurry and confu>* 
fipn of quitting the Ark; but I doubt the 
propriety of his deriving the term Betarmus 
from Bet-Armon, the temple of Baal-Hermon. 
I am rather inclined to deduce it from Petar, 
to difmifs, to open, or to let out k , the name be-* 

k Animadverfione dignum eft, ut vox *1EDD fubftantivum 
praecipue valeat apertio vulva : vulva autem, uti jam aijtea nota- 
vimus, Arcae fuit fymbolum, cum apud Indos, turn etiam apud 
Graecos. Quoniam igitur Area fuit Magna Mater five Cybele, 
egreflus Noachidarum parturitio quaedam haud ineptd eft habi¬ 
tus. Hinc evenit, Arcam, five 'Juno, five Diana, five Lucina, 
five Protbyraa , five Mylitta , five Venus, five Luna fit nuncupata, 
velut praefidem generationis et parturitionis efle excultam; patri- 
archa interim nomen Baal- Peor, feu Dominus apertiojiis (fcilicet 
Vulvae), rite fibi vindicante.. Bene igitur notat Kircherus, (Obel. 
p. 531.) ut “ Hebraei Baal-Phegor cole rent ad fterilitatem aver- 
“tendam.” Hifce praecipuede caufis, ficut Arcae vulVa, itaNoaci 
phallus erat fymbolum; amboque, in nefandis Cabiraeorum myf- 
teriis, arcanam Bacchi, five Ofiridis, regenerationem more quo- 
dam umbratili exhibuerunt. Kan ya% a? teXet a», tefte Theodorelo, 
*a* r* ra rot/r up AINirMATA, top xtepx per n Ehsva-i?, 

t 7 } 
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ing given to the dance in allufion to the egrefs 
from the Ark; and I think it not improbable, 
that for the fame reafon the Greek word 
Orcheomai, to dance, may be ultimately traced 
to Orcha, the Ark. 

Such was the original defign, with which 
the dance Betarmus was inftituted; but, in 
procefs of time, when the Sabian worlhip, was 
ingrafted upon the rites of "the Ark, its influ¬ 
ence extended alfo to the facred commemo¬ 
rative dance. Though the wildnefs of the 
primitive Betarmus was fcrupuloufly retained 
by the Cabiric priefts, as far as their own ges¬ 
ticulations were concerned, yet its general ir- 

* 

0 

% 

5 <pc&&ayuy\a, Tor <pa.}J\or. Theod. Therap. lib. vii. In epi- 
ftola Pfeudo-Jeremiae ad Baruchum, confuetudo Babyloniorum 
faediifima, ab Herodoto commemorata, (Herod, lib. i. cap. 199.) 
hifce verbis notatur. Ai$e yvta.kx.tq •jrtp&efjLtvott a^omet tt ratq 
tyxa§r)tTou Svfjnuaou rot n ITT PA* brat & rtq otvratt a<peXxv§uaa. vvo 
r tvoq rut vragcnrogtvQiJLitvr xoipw&j, tjjf TrAijno? onthQtt, oti ovx 
vsrvrtg AVTH3 iirt to avrrjy htppayn. Haec mTvgx, fecunduna 

virum do&iflimum Jabobum Bryant, liba erant facra dei Pator, 
quem conjicit efle Solem. Pator procul dubio fuit Sol Noeti- 
cus ) vocula autem ipfa mihi fane videtur non valere Petipbe - 
rah, fed potius Protbyranis five Patuldus. Utrv^oc nempe ifta 
• puellarum meri tori arum, ficuti ab ipfo probe liquet Jeremiae fer- 
mone, revera erant liba divi iftius architae, qui generationi leu 
vulvae apertioni praefidet. 

From this word Patar , in allufion to the egrefs from the Ark, 
the Cabiric gods were fometimes denominated Diipatroi, or Dii 
patriot . 

regu- 
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regularity in point of figure was now fyflema- 
tically exchanged for order j till at length it 
became the circular dance, and as fuch was 
devoutly performed in honour of the Sun, 
and the revolving hofl of heaven. Accord¬ 
ingly, in this its lafl modification, it received 
the name of Pyrrhic, like Pyrrha the confbrt 
of Deucalion, from P’Ur, the foiar fire. Thefe 
martial dances were ufed by the priefls of the 
Corybantes, when they were about to initiate 
any perfon into their My fieri es 1 ; and the 
Curetic deities themfelves are faid by Nonnus 
to have clafhed their fwords upon the birth 
of Bacchus, in the fame manner as they did 
upon that of Jupiter. 


Kai r^o’XftKoi KopvGetvrsr era &eooey/jcovos avAyr 
Ilcuaoxofta A iovvtov s/^iTpucrctvTo %optiiy 
K at fyipect x.TV 7 r££cr>iov etftoiGcuyri oe fi 7 ra,te 
kimrio&s txpairci.no xvQi^piSi piS^ea, 

Kapoovwv xAtTrronec ctt^o/jceva A lovvira m . 


1 IIotf»TO» h TOCVT09 QVtf 0 1 tV T») TlAcT*) T tJt KtgvSaiTUt, OTCLf 7919 
Sforvcru vompIm 9 Tt£» tovIm*, o» m ptXKvai TtXsiy, km yap txe * %opeia tij 
« n, kxi vatha, i» apct km tctiAc*«i. Plat. Euthyd. p. 193. 

m Nonni Dionyf. lib. ix. p. 167. This poet particularly 
notices the frantic mode, in which the rites of the Cabiri were 
celebrated. 

Bpvx*$fjiu h Acorn? o/ao^Ao?* ctvo fatipiu* 

MvnwoXtH aAoA«y/Aov t/xi/xijrevro KaGtipw 

Efxfpova A v 7 ffM c^orra.—• Dionyf. lib. iii. p. ^4, 

The 
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The Cabiric gods and their priefts being 
frequently confounded, and often defignated 
by the very lame appellation, we find the 
dancing minifters of Cybele indifferently called 
Idei DaSiyli n , Curetes 0 , and Corybantes p . 
They were alfo denominated GalJi' 1 , and Me- 
nades: the former of which titles, as I have 
already obferved, is derived from Cal, or Gal, 
tbe cavity of the Ark ; and the latter, from 
Mena, tbe Ark of Noah. Hence, in reference 
to the diluvian voyage, Catullus deferibes their 
leader Attis, or Atys, as failing over the fea 
in a fwift (hip, before he took up his abode 
in Phrygia'. 

Super alta ve&us Atys celeri rate maria 
Phrygium nemus citato cupide pede tetigit, 
Adiitque opaca fylvis redimita loca deae ; 
Stimulatus ubi furenti rabie, vagus animi 
Devolvit ilia acuta fibi pondera Alice. 

Itaque ut reli<5ta fenfit fibi membra fine viro, 


* Solin. Polyhift. cap. I;?. . 

• Claudian. in Eutfop. lib. ii. ver. ‘281. 

P Val. Flac. Argon, lib. vii. ver. 935. 

Ep h tv irfoagv)y.tttp ThaaHMm, moLhou uir V( yia£o9 gp rv 

irorctfAU T aXAo; 7 rapctppeom, & Trip i^kupv^xolp (ptpuaip 01 t» r«- 

fjuai itgvf/.tpoii Herodian. lib. i. cap. 11. p. 35 - 

r Catullus makes Atys call himfelf a Menas : 

Egone de&m miniftra, et Cybeles fartiula ferar ? 

Ego Maenas, ego mei pars,, ego vir fterilis ero ? 

Catull. Eleg. 60 . 

Et 
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Et jam recente terra fola fanguine maculans, 
Niveis citata cepit manibus leve tympanum. 
Tympanum tubam Cybelles; tua, mater, initia: 
Quatienfque terga tauri teneris cava digitis, 
Canere hac fuis adorta eft tremibunda comiti- 
bus j 

Agite, ite ad alta, Galla, Cybeles nemora 
fimul, 

« 

--duce me, mihi comites 

Rapidum falum tuliftis, truculeptaque pelagi. 

Mora tarda mente cedat x fimul ite ; fequimeni 
Phrygiam ad d'omum, Cybelles Phrygia ad ne¬ 
mora Dea : 

•> 

Ubi cymbalum fonat vox, ubi tympana reboant, 
Tibicen ubi canit Phryx curvo grave calamo, 
Ubi capita Manades vi jaciunt ederigera s . 

% 

As the frantic dances, performed by the 
Cabiric priefts, were contrived, after the in¬ 
troduction of Sabianifm, to imitate the orbits 
of the heavenly bodies; fo the flower, and 
more ftately movements of the chorus in the 
Greek drama had the very fame myftic allu- 

fion *. “ In the Strophe, they danced from 

% 

* Catull. Eleg. 60. 

1 Antiqui deorum laudes car minibus com prehen fas circum 
r aras eorum euntes canebant: cujus primum ambitum quern in- 
grediebantur ex parte dextra rpopn* vocabant: reverlionem au- 
tem finiftrorfum faftam completo priore orbe amtrrpofiji' appel- 
' vol. ii. i labant 
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** the right hand to the left, by which motion} 

** Plutarch is of opinion, they meant to indi- 
** cate the apparent motion of the heavens* 
“ from eaft to weft: in the Antiftrophe, they 
“ moved from the left to the right, in allu- 
“ lion to the motion of the planets, from weft 
“ to eaft; and by the flow, or ftationary mo- 
“ tion, before the altar, the permanent ftabi- 
“ lity of the earth u .” It is remarkable, that 
the fame kind of aftronomical dance was ufed 
by the Hindoos in their religious ceremonies, 
and called the Raas Jattra, or dance of the cir¬ 
cle. Vilhnou, who, confidered in one point, 
of view, is the Sun, and in another, the pa¬ 
triarch Noah ifluing from the arkite cetus, is 
fuppofed to have originally performed it with 
feven beautiful virgins, the number equally of 
the planets, and of the Cabirides x . This cir¬ 
cular dance, in honour of the heavenly bodies, 
was in ufe among a variety of ancient nations. 
The Romans, during their public worihip, 
were accuftomed to turn themfelves round 
from left to right, fometimes in larger, and 
fometimes in fmaller circles; and they derived 


labant. Dein in confpe6tu deorum foliti confiftere, cantici reli- 
qua confequebantur, appeiiantes id epodon . Mar. Vi6tor. lib. i. 
p. 74. apud Maurice’s Ind. Antiq. vol. v. p. 920. 
u Ibid. p. 921. 
x Ibid, p. 922, 

this 
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this practice, according to Plutarch, from their 
religious monarch Numa y , who was deeply 
fkilled in the Myfteries of the Samothracian 
Cabiri. The Gauls, on the contrary, as we 
learn from Pliny, turned from right to left 2 ; 
a ceremony, which was carefully obferved 
like wife by the Druids a . The very great an¬ 
tiquity of fuch dances appears from the ac¬ 
count, which the facred hiftorian gives us of 
the idolatrous worfhip paid by the Ifraelites to 
the molten calf. Defpairing of their leader’s 
return from amidft the fmoke and fire of Si¬ 
nai, his rebellious followers fpeedily polluted 
themfelves with the licentious rites of paga- 
nifm, and performed the circular dance round 
the image of the helio-arkite bull of Ofiris. 

“ They rofe up early on the morrow, and 

* f 

y Plut. in Vita Numae. 

4 

* In adorando dextram ad ofculum referimus, totumque cor¬ 
pus circumagimus, quod in laevum fecifle Galli religiofius cre- 
dunt. Plin. Nat. Hift. lib. xxviii. cap. 2. This pra&ice of luff¬ 
ing the hand to the Sun reminds us of a paflage in the very 
ancient book of Job. “ If I beheld the fun when it (hined, or 
,c the moon walking in brightnefs $ and rap heart hath been 
“ (ecretly enticed, or my mouth hath killed my hand : this alfo 
“ were an iniquity to be puniftied by the judge, for I fhould 
“ have denied the God, that is above. ,, Job. xxxi. 2 6. 

* Toland's Hift. of the Druids, p. 108. For thefe three laft 
citations I . am indebted to Dr. Borlafe’s Cornwall, p. 127. 
where the reader will find many curious particulars relative to 
this mode of worflijp. 

13 “ of- 
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** offered burnt offerings, and brought peace 
- “ offerings ; and the people fat down, to eat 

“ and to drink, and rofe up to play. And 

* \ a \ 

<f the Lord faid unto Mofes, Go, get thee 
“ down: for the people, which thou brought- 
“ eft out of the land of Egypt, have cor- 
“ rupted themfelves.—And it came to pafs 
“ as foon as he came nigh unto the camp, 
“ that he faw the calf, and the dancing: and 
“ Mofes’ anger waxed hot, and he caft the 
“ tables out of his hands, and brake them be- 
“■ neath the mount b .” 

With the fame propriety, that Apollonius 
connects his band of heroes with the Phry¬ 
gian Cybele, he brings them likewife to the 
Samothracian ifle of the Cabiri, in order that, 
being initiated into the Myfteries, they might 
navigate the tempeftuous main with fearlefs 
fecurity. 

'E trirepioi a Oplprjas etpripoovvyriv sxtXroov * - 
N»/<roi' ss H Xexr^s AtActnioog’ otypct $a,ivrei 
AppyKTUr ctycivtin reXs<r([)o0iyri S’spKseos, 

'Suoregoi x/>vog<r<ra,v wth(> ctXct voumTAomo. 

Tm ptv st a iztporepu pudyropctf' a,}Aco xcuf ewrtj 
Nffroc opus xexctpoiTo, Key oi Xa&ov opyiet xstvco 
Aetipoves evveceraf too pev a B’lpts etppiv eut&iv c .- 

b Exod. xxxii. 6 , 7, 19. * , 

c Apollon, Argon, lib. i. ver. 915. 

As 
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As Orpheus counfell’d, and mild evening near. 
To Samothrace, Eleftra’s ille, they fteer. 

That there initiated in rites divine. 

Safe they might fail the navigable brine. 

But, mufe, prefume not of thele rites to tell; 
Farewell, dread ifle! dire deities, farewell! 

Let not my verfe thefe Myfteries explain; 

To name is impious, to reveal profane. 

Fawkes. 

The Myfteries of the Cabiri are ftyled by 
Apollonius Orgies, a name, which is'ufually 
applied alfo to the frantic rites of Bacchus d . 
His fcholiaft derives the term, either from 
the etfclufion of the uninitiated, or from the 

* 

circumftance of the Myfteries being uftially 
celebrated in places abounding with wood 
and water, which were called Orgades e ; and 
Helladius informs us, that the Athenians ap¬ 
plied the word Orgas, in a peculiar manner, 
to the confecrated inclofure of the temple of 
the great goddeifes, Ceres and Proferpine $ 
the reafbn of which was obvioully the con¬ 
nection of ‘ thofe deities with the Cabiri f . I 
• • 

The Myfteries of Bacchus, Ceres, I(is, Rhea, and the Ca- 
bifi, were all the fame, and alluftve to the fame events, as lhall 
be lhewn at large hereafter. Vide infra chap. x. 

c Opytu, t at *nlatpot to stpystp t«$ apvirref ctvJw' d rat tv 

ogyourt y»»o{A£ia* ofyethi 0 ! crvfxtpvloi tottos xctf vypot* Schol. in 
' Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 920. 

f Of yeti, xowvs rju<rot v y>), oay tirmiiu* xagoi xctpvuv yo- 

1 3 W 
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have little doubt, however, but that both Or- 
gia , Orgas, and Ergo*, are ultimately deduci- 
ble from the fame root as the fhip Argo, or, 
as the Hindoos call it, Argha; namely, Arca- 
Siphinah, a long Iiippa or decked Jhip h . Ac¬ 
cordingly Herodotus ', Philoftephanus k , and 
the fcholiaft upon Apollonius 1 , all concur in 
declaring, that the Argo was the firft long 



opya^a c'i ihug exa\et ol A$i)iea o» rnv Tacit Stoat cttetfxtntt nif 

At 7 »xi?? fitra^v xea ms MtyapiSag. Hellad. apud Phot. Bibl. 

P l 59 2 * 

* Epyco. 

h With all the deference, which the fuperior judgment of 
Mr. Bryant has a right to expert, I cannot help doubting the 
propriety of his deriving Argo, and Argos, from the Hebrew 
word Argaz, The word occurs in the account of the 
retufrn of the ark from the land of the Philjftines. li Take the 
“ ark of the Lord, and lay it upon the cart: and put the 
“ jewels of gold, which ye return him for a trefpafs offering, 
u in a coffer (Argaz) by the fide thereof} and fend it away, 
ft that it may go.*’ x Sam. vi. 8. Argaz, according to Bux- 
torf, is derived from Arag, to weave } hence, both from its 
etymology, and from the context of the preceding pafifage, it 
appears to fignify a Jmall wicker or woven bajket, rather than an 
ark . 

‘ Kalav^aavrag yap fjcax^p rr’i eg Atat re tij t KoA^*^a, xaj evt 

<ba<?i* woTa^cov—x. r. Herod, lib. i. cap. 2. 

k Longa nave Jafonem primum navigaffe Philoftephanus 
au£lor eft. Plin. lib. vii. cap, 56, 

1 Tavnot $t (tj?» A pyu) tya<ryvparnt tavt yevt&ca paxgat. Schol. 

in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 4. 

I fhall 
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I fliall now proceed to confider the genea¬ 
logies, and mythological hiltory of Medea and 
Jafon. 

Medea was laid by the poets to be the off- 
fpring of Eetes, whofe father was the Sun, 
and of Iduia, who was the daughter of 
Oceanus ra . The mother of Eetes was Perse, 
who was another daughter of Oceanus. Ac¬ 
cording to Tzetzes, the Sun gave the king¬ 
dom of Arcadia to Aloeus, and that of Co¬ 
rinth to his brother Eetes; but the latter, 
being diflatisfied with his portion, committed 
the care of it to Bunus the fon of Mercury, 
and migrated to Colchi. There he efpoufed 
Iduia in the city Cutea, and became the fa¬ 
ther of Medea and Abfyrtus. The fillers of 
Eetes were Circe, Pafiphae, and Calypfo ”. 

The whole of this genealogy is purely my¬ 
thological. Eetes, or, as the Greeks called 
him, Aietes, is Ait-Es, the folar Jire ; his fup- 
poled mother Perse is P’Erela, the goddefs of 
the Sun 0 ; Iduia, the allegorical daughter of 
Oceanus, is, like Ida the parent of the Idei 


m Svyccrtpct aauv Awry xai EiStm? fix %mov Suya- 

T^05—Anjlnj? x«f AAoJctf *HAiy traces xat IlipcnK Tijf fi Ktunov ^vyalpofp 

Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 174. 

® Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 174. 

* The application of folar titles to goddeffes has been al¬ 
ready confidercd. Vide fupra vol. i. p. 178. note p, 

1 4 Pac- 
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Dadlyli, and Nephele the mother of the Cen¬ 
taurs, Aida, a cloud; Bunus, the fon of the atk- 
ite Mercury, is Bu-Nus, the tauric Noah ; and 
Ablyrtus is Ap-Soros, the bull Apis. The gene¬ 
alogy of Medea thus relating partly to the ark- 
ite, and partly to the folar fuperftition, we fhall 
not be furprifed to find, that the Corybantes, or 
C^biri, were fuppofed by fbme to have come 
from Colchi upon the Phafis p ; that the rites 
of Cybele, or the Ark, were celebrated in 
that city, as well as in Phenicia, Troas, and 
Phrygia ; and that the pretended anchor of 
the Argo was fliewn in her temple q . Thefe 

p O» ^ f* K o\%v* (paau (rut KoppGaflag atpiyfxertts). StraK, 
Geog. lib. x. p. 472. 

^ Zu °a.7\XoPlUJV $6 Eif T 09 Q>a,aiv, E9 aprtfOt i&fVTal f) <bcLa\OLlYl $to {. 

JEnj & ccp ctiro ye ru cxypialos TexiA.aipopLVtu x y Pea, Kat yap xvp- 
(eahct [tela %se<>as YOti t'wo to; $%ovv> xai xaSijT a\ vamp 

ip t V fjc.alf.vctj A§yvyaip y t« <J>n<$W. Arr. Perip. Pont. Eux. p. 120. 
EfctuSa xa\ y ayxvpa $nxptflai tvs Apy&t. Ibid. The newneis of 
this anchor in the days of Arrian (hewed clearly, that the dory 

•i 

was t mere fi&ion of the prieds. Ovk i&>|i pioe mat «raX«i*. 
Ibid. Thofe impofiors do not feem to have conddered, that 
fueh pretentions involved a dire£l anachronifm. Anchors are 
never once mentioned by Homer, the remarkable exa&nefs of 
whofe defcriptions is well known ; hence we* may reafonably 
conclude, that they were a fubfequent invention. How then 
could the Argo have had an anchor, when its imaginary voy¬ 
age is unanimoully fuppofed to have been prior (o the fiege of 
Troy ? Apollonius with great propriety gives his heroes a 
large done for an anchor. Argon, lib. i. ver. 955. 

>Vfame 
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fame tnyfteries, as we have already feen, were 
afterwards introduced into Italy; and the 
banks of the Almo, like thofe of the Phafis, 
refounded with the wild Ihrieks of the frantic, 
Corybantes r . 

The genealogy and hiftory of Jafon, the 
hero of the Argonautic expedition, is no lefs 
mythological, than that of his confort Medea. 
All ancient authors agree, that his father was 
Efon,. the fon of Cretheus ; but, with regard 
to his maternal defeent, there are confiderable 
difcrepancies of opinion. Apollodorus fup- 
pofes, that Polymede, the daughter of Auto- 
lycus, -was his mother 8 ; Hyginus, Alcimede, 
the daughter of Clymenus *; Apollonius, Al¬ 
cimede, the daughter of Phylacus “; Herodo- 
rus, Polypheme, the daughter of Autolycus 1 ; 
and Andron, Theognete, the daughter of 
Laodicus y . Pherecydes aflents to the opinion 
of Apollonius 8 ; while Tzetzes mentions* that 

r Sic ubi Mygdonios plan&us facer abluit Almo, 

Laetaque jam Cy bele. ■ ■■ 

Val. Flacc. Argon .-lib. viii. ver. 239. 

Almo received its name from Al-Mon, the arkite lunar deity,. 

8 Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 9. 

1 Hyg. Fab. 9. 

* Apollon. Argon, lib. i. ver. 45. 

x Schol. in ibid. 

y Ibid. 

* Ibic*. 

fome 
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lome efleemed him the Ion of Arn£, and 
others of Scaphe a . Moll of thefe names are 
Significant. Thus, Efon is Es-On, the blazing 
Sun ; Clymenus is Cula-Menus, the arkiti 
Noah b ; Crethcus is Cur-Aith-Theus, the di- 
•ome folar fire ; and Arne, and Scaphe, equally 
fignify an ark c . 

As for Jalon himlelf, he was, like Bacchus, 
Hercules, or Ofiris, the patriarch Noah wor- 
Ihipped in conjunction with the Sun. Hence 
we meet with a curious tradition, preferved 
by Tzetzes, of his being incloied in an ark, 
like one dead, in order that he might efcape 
the fury of Pelias j and of his being delivered 

a Schol. in Lycoph. ver. 872, 

b Clymenus was the fame perfon as Pluto or Adoneus, 
Phorn. de Nat. Deor. cap. 35. 

c In a fimilar manner Pheres, the fuppofed Ton of Cretheus, 
and uncle of Jafon, (Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 9.—Schol. in 
Find. Pyth. iv. ver. 124.) is Ph’Eres, the Sun . By this Pheres, 
Pherae in Theffaly was thought to have been built, (Apollod. 
Bibl. lib. i. cap. 9.—Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver, 49.) 
as Pharae in Achaia was by Phares, the grandfon of Danaus. 
(Pauf. Achaic. p. 580.) Both Pheres and Phares however are 
equally the lolar Noah, although the firft occurs in the genea- 
logy of Jafon, and the fecond in that of Danaus. This plainly 

appears from the circumftance of the Argo being fometimes 

$ 

efteemed the lhip of Jafon, and fometimes of Danaus. (Schol. in 
Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 4.) That the Cabiric worfhip was 
eftablidled at Pharae, is evident, frqm there being in its neigh¬ 
bourhood a grove of the Diofcori." (Pauf. Achaic. p. 579.) 

in 
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in this fituation to the centaur Chiron, who 
carefully educated him in his cave, from the 
obfcurity of which he at length emerged, and 
immortalized his name by the Argonautic ex-- 
pedition. 

P 

IleAiK os Qovsvonos sranas ms AtoAi^as, 

X^^a-fzn o*iXarros vjr etmuv tivos avaipeB'wat, 
Ts%3'orra> tov I aarova fipe<pos sv&vs amiy.cz 
Qavsiv ctmov srA curcrafzsvoi (poQui tu m Tie Am, 

'O 7ra.7T7ro; yap latrcvos KwS'svs, AioAx yovos, 

Ev Aapvaxi tu Xeieuvi xojziQscrn, us vsxuv d . 

This tradition is. noticed alio by Pindar, 
who adds, that Jafon was placed in the ark 
during the night, arid that his fuppofed death 
was loudly lamented by the women of his 
family, precifely in the fame manner as the 
women of Byblos bewailed the untimely fate 

of Adonis, or Thammuz. 

\ 

Toi /LI, S7TSI 7rctfl^60T0y tl$0V 
$eyyof, v7rsp(putXy dye/novo? 

AeurdArre? xaJta d(r- 
ei re (p&tftevx ^votyepov 
Ey S'oofjucun B'qxeL/tevoi perct, kc*>- 

XVTCt) yvvouKcov, xgvGJd 7T£[JL~ 

ttov tnr&pycLvois sv 7ro^(pv^eoif. 


4 Tzet. 

ver * 175. 


Chil. vii. Hift. 96.—Sec alfo Schol. in Lycoph, 

1 

Nt/xr* 
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Nuxre xoivouracnee oS'ov, Kpovtoec, 

As rpoMpev Xeipun Jukccv e . 

Now, when we recollect, that the Argo was 
the {hip of Ofiris or Danaus, and confequent- 
ly, that the legend of its fuppofed voyage was 
borrowed by the Greeks from the Egyptians; 
we can fcarcely doubt, that Jafon and Ofiris 
were one and the fame mythological charac¬ 
ter, and that the preceding tradition refpedt- 
ing the former was entirely founded upon the 
hifiory of the latter. In fhort, the inclofure 
of Jafon within an ark is the inclofure of 

Ofiris within an ark ; the fictitious death of 

* 

Jafon is the allegorical death of Ofiris; and 
his emerging to life and light from the obfou- 
rity of the cave of Chiron, which, like that 
of Ceres, Anius, Bacchus, and Hecate, was 
ly mbolical of the central abyfs, is equivalent 
to the imaginary revivification of Ofiris. 

If then we fuppofe Jafon to be the fcriptu- 
ral Noah, we lhall immediately perceive the 
reafon, why Jund, or the dove, is invariably 

deforibed as being lb peculiarly propitious to 

* _ « 

him. Thus, when he is firft commanded by 
Pelias to undertake the hazardous enterprize 
of bringing off the golden fleece from Colchi» 


* Pind. Pyth. iv. ver, 19.7. 
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* 

he is reprefented by the author of the Orphic 
Argonautics as invoking the aid of his tute¬ 
lary goddels; who, ever attentive to the pray¬ 
er of her favourite hero, immediately com¬ 
mands Minerva to affift him, in the talk of 
conitrudting his veflel. 

« 

fascrfarct yap> TleXiu? $ei$i<r<rero, fiy ol omrS'er 1 
Xeiqof V7r Aurovda xaB’eXy] (ZanXifiov a^xuv. 

K at cl v7ro 7rpct,7n&m JoAcu rqiQov rj7re^07reve m 
T arire yet{> ex KaA%ow xqvitsiov xooas eveixai 
QecrtraXifjv ewrcoXov. ‘O wf xXvev exvo/xov avStyv, 
Xeipa? eTranewas £7rexexXero 7rvrvtav 'Hquv 
T fjv ^e yap ex Muxaqcov 7re(>i&Q<na xv$aivetrxev. 

'H $€ 7ra,(? evxcoAv\<riv e^e<T7rero xti^o/uevri 7rep‘ 

E fy%u yap ]xe^o7ro$v fjya^ero xai (piXeecrxev 
Astvo£ir}v fj^aa TreqixXurov Anrovos via , 

K at pa xaXe<rcra/uevy} e7rereXXeT0 T qiToyevety* 

Kai cl (ptjywetjv tt(wtqv TexrwaTo vtja , 

‘H xai wr eiXanvoig e^er/aoi? aXi/uvgea (iev9'fi 
TlpooTV} V7rejr67repf}<re , rp&xs <F tivvave &aXacror^. 

With terror ftruck, left by young Jafon’s hand 
His crown fhould be rent from him, Pelias 
fought 

By machinations dark to flay his foe. 

From Colchian realms to bring the golden fleece 
He charg’d the youth ; who ftraight with up¬ 
rais’d hands 

Invok’d the mighty emprefs of the Ikies, 


f Orph. Argon, ver. 55. 


The 


/ 
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- The white-arm’d Juno, his peculiar guardian. 

Forthwith a ready ear the goddefs lent 

To favour’d Jafon, whom above the tribes 

Of mortal men flie lov’d j and to Minerva 

Affign’d the talk of building for her hero 

A llately (hip, the firft that plough’d the main. 

* 

* 

According to Apollonius, Jafon procured 
the favour of Juno by a fomewhat lingular 
a& of piety towards her; the ftory of which 
feems to have originated from the circum- 
flance of Npah’s readmitting the dove into 
the Ark, when it fled from the horrors of'the 
yet unabated deluge. While Juno wasprov¬ 
ing in difguife the religion of his contempo¬ 
raries, Jafon bore her in fafety over a winter’s 
torrent, which impeded her progrels f . 

V 

YLcti ctKhws m Kcti 7t(>iv e/aoi fJLsyou QiXrccr 
Itjrcov, 

or €7ri 7Tpo%ovi<riv riB’ovTo? Avctvpx, 

A vtycov svvQfjurif TreipM/Lievq ctrreGoXyirev, 

Qrj^ ejraviav. Ni^erco €7rotXvv£ro Trairra,, 

Outset, kou <ncQ 7 ria,i 7repifjt,ijxeef oi holt curroot 

T&tljJULppQl KCLVCL%Yl$& XvXtV^O/ASVOl Qo(>6QVTO. 

Tfifi fju ucret^ivviv oAotyugero, xett fju uvastgat 

f This fable is precifely the fame, as that related by Tzetzes 
of Areas, or the arkite deity , He is faid to have preferred the 
nymph Chryfopeleia, ox the golden dove > from the-fury of a win- 
tery torrent, and afterwards to have efpoufed her. Tzet. in 
Lycoph. ver. 480. 

Avrtf 
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Autos' sotf v/xotfi Ji sktt^oaXss Qtgtv Cam' 

Tu vu mv <tAA»jxrov Ttpmercu 8.— 

Nay more, young Jafon claims my love and 
grace. 

Whom late I met returning from the chafe, 

Returning met, as o’er the world I ftray’d, 

And human kind, and human works furvey’d; 

Hard by Anaurus I beheld the man, 

Wide o’er its banks the rapid currents ran. 

From fnow-clad hills, in torrents loud and 
ftrong, 

Roar’d the fwoln ftreams the tugged rocks 
among. 

He, on his back, though like a crone I Hood, 

Securely brought me o’er the foaming flood; 

This won my love h .—— Fazvkes. 

With the fame traditional allufion to the 
Noetic dove, Apollonius defcribes one of thofe 
birds as flying into the bofom of Jafon during 
the courfe of his voyage ; while Theocritus 

* Apollon. Argon, lib. iii. vcr. 66 . 

h In confequehce of Juno being the reputed patronefs of Ja- 
fon, we find a temple of the Argive Juno in Lucania, a pro¬ 
vince of Italy, faid to have been built by that hero$ and ano¬ 
ther at Samos of the fame goddefs, fuppofcd to have been con¬ 
secrated by the Argonauts. Mrr» to ro (** t» Acvxa- 

Mtj xai to t v& 1 1pop riff Apytiaf, Iotrorof lapvpca. Strab. Geog. 

lib. vi. p. 2j2. To or to tr njf inw oi iecixracrSaH 

Ttt? i> tv) Apyoi wAiom**, anayiaSm it tcvrus to ceyafyut i{ 

Pauf. Achaic. p. 530. 

aflerts, 
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afferts, that the Argonauts commenced their 
voyage at the time of the riling of the Plei¬ 
ades . 

✓ 

C £l? tyaLTQy TQMTl S'S TfJJAA B’SOl £q<TAV tVfJiSVBOVTS^ 

T i*hqw [tsv QevyxcA (&mv xtgxoio 7reAeiAf 
'Yxfso&ev A irovi&oo 7re^)oSrjpcevfi e/xirert xotoroi? 

Her faid ; when lo ! the fignal of their love 

*■ 

Was kindly given them by the powers above; 
For, by a falcon chas’d, a trembling dove 
Far from his foe to Jafon’s bofom flies. 
r Fawkes. 

i 

t AfJiog (tnsXKom TleteiA&z, erx&Ticu Ss 

A^va veov (&o<rxQVTi y rerpAfjijxevis siApo? 

T&ftof vautiAias /xi/xvAcrxeTo amt os 

'Hpaair xotAdv Js xAS'ityvB’evref zs A^yco, 
'EAAaottovtov ixonoK — 

When firft the pleafing Pleiades appear. 

And grafs-green meads pronounc’d the fummer 
near, 

Of chiefs a valiant band, the flower of Greece, 
Had plann’d the emprife of the golden fleece, 

In Argo lodg’d they fpread their fwelling fails, 
And foon pafs’d Hellelpont with fouthern gales, 

Fawkes . 

* The hiftory of the Pleiades, their connexion with the rites 
of Samothrace,. and their metamorphofis into doves, have been 
already confidered. Vide fupra vol. i. p. 336. 
k Apoll. Argon, lib. iii. ver. 540. 

1 Theoc. Idyll, xiii. ver. 25. 

Thefe 
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Thefe remarks on the mythological charac- 
ter of Jafon, as connected with Juno, will 
prepare the way for an examination of the 
wild fable of the Symplegades. 

Ql S* ore JV (ntoKioio <?hvoo7tqv Ixovro 9 

Tpfjx&iqz ovriAcL&env ee^ypevov cLfjutpOTequ&sv, 
AivyjXf ^ wreve^S’ev ctvotxXv^ecrxev ixercLv 
N net poo?, rso?Xov JV QoGa) 'UJ^orepcore veovro m 
HJV ae <rtf)i(rt Sxttqs A^curcrofjLevm vserpcLoov 
lAooXsyteg Hour e£a,?Xe, (&otiv £ kXijJLvQees cLxrctj 
Avi tot\ S7re$ ? 0 fjbsv copI'o zjeXsia^a, fJLSfjtcLpTcoe 
JLvtpvifJLOs 'USpodfHjs €7nfotjf^svcti % ol $ V7r et^coyvf 
Titpvo? A yvi&to B'eXyj/^ovoo t3oiv\<tclvtq 
E ifieertviv, iv S7rsiTct £1 ex zssrpeig eXcureiav, 

Kcoplei a 'GSiavvot. Ta,? 3* cwrixct, Aoie&iov ctTXeov 
Chyofisvaf, etyxoovet ttegtyvco/uApeovref, ikovto. 

tvv £e <r(ptv x uT0 B’vpto^. O ctifcoLf 'wlepvy&rariv 

E vtprj/btof zjqevjKe vssXetou^ar rot $ cl/lcol zsctvref 
H sipcbv xs^ntXdg erodedftev or tj £e $1 cwtoov 
Etttolto • Toy S* etpyhs rsouXiv ctvricq a,Xk&i?WM 

A pt(pCO OfJLX jryvixrajf S7reXTV7TQV m OdQTQ £e ttoTitf 

'AXftri obva,Q(>cL<t t $'ei<ra vetyos m* ewe rsovrof 
X/A€(>£a,Xsov' 'UJcLVTfi £s ttepi fJLsyccg eZpefjusv ou&fjf 
KoiXoq <r7rtiXvyfef wro (r7nXat^atg T^xeictt 
KXu£x<ryi? clXos evJov eCo/A^ecv v\]so3'i 
Aevxtj xctyxXco^ovTog etv€7rrve xvjxobrog ct^yj. 

N YjA P S7THTCL 'USSpl^ BiXei pOQf* CLKQCb SKO^/OLV 
OvQcua zffrega, raj ye rteXeia^oz' ^ £ ct,7ro{>x<rsv 
A (rxvfS'W . epercu £e fJLey icl%ov' e&QcJLxe £ clvtqs 
*Y i(pvf eqercrefAeve&i xpeur spots' oiyovro yct^ au&is 
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Av$ix<t' tx? S' sAclovtcls exev Tfto/jiog, otya juiv 
cams 

XlAn^v^g TfoLAivoprog a,vspxo[&evfi ^cctsvsiksv 
JLktop vjst^uoov' tots S' cuvotcotov Ssog si As 
nctVTct? v?rs(> xsCfictArif yap apcrix&vos risv oAsOpog. 

US*} S* SV&O, KOU SvS’CG StCL TSAcLTUg SlSsTO ttOVTOg. 

Kai <r(pi<rtv aTr^opccIcpg clvsSv fjcsyct xv/lcol 'ujxqoiQsv, 
K vfrrov, ci 7 rGT/u,yjyt <rxo7nv\ i<tqv' oi S' stnSonsg 
H fjcv<rctv A ofcoin xa^cunr sutclto ya £ pet 

N y\0$ V7TS(> ZScKTfig XOLTS7TClA[JLSVQV a/xtyixaAv^/sw. 

ATAa fjuv g(p5*j? Tityvg V7r stqstrty (Zapv&xroLv 
Ayx&Acuretg' to Ss 'GqTAov v7ro t^ottiv sj'SxvAiS’*!. 
Ex S' cu/rqv zJPvpLvq&sv avsipvcrs TrjAo&i vrjcb 
nerpaw' v\px Ss /u,stux$ 0V19 1 ® e<po$*JTo. 

TLvtyfffJuog S’ avee pavrag icov (ZooLcurxev ercuqug 
E/aGaAsstv KW7rv\<nv o<rov c&svog. Oi S’ aActAvpu> 
Kotttov vSap' o(r<rov S' ccv v7rstxctB's ytjvg sgsryn, 
Aif To<rov cc\p avroputrsv' S7rsymjX7TTovlo Ss xairat, 

H VTS X0LjJL7rvA0L TQ^CL, (ZlCL^OftSVCM VjpGOOOV. 

Ev&sv S' curnx €7rsiTcL xarvipstysg strovro xv/xec. 

'H S' ct/p*^ otqs xvAivSqog, S7rslpsxe kv/xoPu Aouupop 
n^07T^oxcLTctiySr]v xoiAvjg aAog' sv S' <tpa /xSTcatg 
TlAijycun Stvysig £%& pW cti S' excursus 

%SlO[XSVCtf fZ^QfXSOV* PS7rsSffT0 Ss Vf]'icC Sxpot,. 

Keif tot A3’r t vcLifj s’tQctpyjg ctvrs(T7rctcrs TSST^fjg 
XxeLty, SsfctTSff Ss StCLjJL7T£()SS CtKTS Qs(>S(r&CU. 

*H S'jXSAf} TSTSpOSVTl fisrffopog SGTVT oiq’OC. 

Efxwfjg S a/pAasgoio zua^sB’pi<rctv axpa xoPV[i£a, 

N&A s/xsg SfLwAfi^iKrcLf svavTuq' cujtglq A 3’fjVfj 
OvAv[A 7 rovS' avoqxcrsv, or curxfjS’sig xmaAvfy&v. 
Hsr^ecj S' stg svcl Xfopov S7ri%sSov ctAkyAyci 

N0- 
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N*>A B/igg o iff KoLf pojHrifiov tjsv 

E k M ccxecpm, but etv Tig i$w Slot, vtj'i 'ttsqcury 
Oi S'i 7rx oKpvosnog ccvbttvbov ccjrri <po£oio. 

He pec zJcC7rrccivovT€g ojA,x> TSBXecyog tb 3’ccXccavtig 
T^A’ ccveC7r€7rTct[ASVov' ycc(> tyoercev b% Ai^eco 
'SancS'ccf m .- 

When now the heroes through the vaft pro¬ 
found 

Reach the dire fttaights with rocks encompafs’d 
round, 

Though boiling gulphs the failing pine detain’d, 
Still on their way the labouring Grecians gain’d; 
When the loud juftling rocks increas’d their 
fears, 

The (hores refounding thunder’d in their ears. 
High on the prow Euphemus took his ftand, 
And held the dove that trembled in his hand. 
The reft with Tiphys on their ftrength relied, 
To fhun the rocks, and ftem the roaring-tide. 
Soon, one (harp angle pafs’d, the joyful train 
Saw the cleft crags wide opening to the main. 
Euphemus loos’d the dove, the heroes ftood 
Ereft to fee her fkim the foaming flood. 

She through the rocks a ready paflage found ; 
The dire rocks meet, and give a dreadful foun^l. 
The fait fea fpray in clouds began to rife; 

Old ocean thunder’d ; the cerulian Ikies 
Rebellow’d loudly with the fearful din ; 

The caves below remurmur’d from within. 

m Apollon. Argon, lib. ii. ver. 551. 

K a O’er 
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O’er wave worn cliffs, the coaft’s high margin 
o’er. 

Boil’d the light foam, and whiten’d all the fhore. 
Round whirl’d the fhip; the rocks, with rapid 
fway, 

Lopp’d from the dove her fleering tail away ; 
Yet ftill fecurely through the ftraights fhe flew : 
Loud joy infpir’d the circumfpedtive crew. 

But Tiphys urg’d the chiefs their oars to ply. 
For the rocks yawn’d tremendous to the eye. 
Then terror feiz’d them, when with fudden 
fhock 

■v 

The refluent billows forc’d them on the rock : 

« 

With chilling fears was every nerve unflrung. 
While o’er their heads impending ruin hung, 
Before, behind, they faw the fpacious deep; 
When inftant, lo! a billow, vaft, and fteep. 

Still rifes higher, and ftill wider fpreads. 

And hangs, a watery mountain, o’er their heads. 
The heroes ftoop’d, expecting by its fall 
That mighty billow would o’erwhelm them all 
But Tiphys’ art reliev’d the labouring oars : 

I 

On Argo’s keel th’ impetuous torrent pours. 
Which rais’d the fhip above the rocks fo high, 
She feem’d fublimely failing in the fky. 
Euphemus haftening urg’d the valiant crew 
Their courfe with all their vigour to purfue. 
Shouting they plied their oars, but plied in 
vain; 

• „ 

For the rough billows beat them back again. 

And 
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And as the heroes unremitting row. 

Their labouring oars were bent into a bow. 

" Swift down the mountainous billows Argo 
glides, 

Like a huge cylinder along the tides, 

Entangled with thick, craggy, rocks around. 
Her learns all burlling, and her planks unbound. 
In that nice moment, the Tritonian maid 
To lacred Argo lent the timely aid. 

Her left hand heav’d her from the craggy fteep. 
Her right difmifs’d her gently to the deep : 
Then, like an arrow from th* elaftic yew. 

Swift o’er the foaming waves the veflel flew. 

Yet had the clalhing rocks, with adverfe fway. 
Torn the tall poop’s embellilhments away. 
When thus the Greeks had fafely reach’d the 
main, 

To heav’n Minerva wing’d her flight again. 

The parting rocks at once concurrent flood. 
Fix’d on one firm foundation in the flood. 

This had been long determined by the fates. 

If mortal ever pafs’d thofe dang’rous ftraights. 
Now freed from fears, the Greeks with eager 
eyes 

View the broad ocean and lerener Ikies : 

Their anxious doubts for Argo they dilpel. 

And deem her refcued from the jaws of hell. 

Fawkes. 

Such is the defcription, which Apollonius 
Rhodius gives of the palTage of Jafon and 

k 3 his 


Digitized by 


Google 



A DISSERTATION 


13 + 

his alTociates through the Symplegades. Thefe 
conflicting rocks are fuppofed to have been 
lituated at the entrance of the Euxine fea; 
but this I conceive to be a mere local appro¬ 
priation, precifely refembling that, which 
fixes Styx and Acheron in Arcadia, in Arabia, 
in Egypt, in Epirus, in Italy, in Laconia, or 
in Mariandynia n . Hence I conjecture, that, 
fince the Argonautic chieftain is the fame 
perfon as Ofiris, or the folar Noah, the paf- 
fage of his veflel between the Symplegades, 
in the legendary account of which the propi¬ 
tious dove makes fb confpicuous a figure, re¬ 
lates merely to the prefervation of the Ark 
amidft the dreadful convulfions of an expir¬ 
ing world ; while the circumftance of the 
rocks remaining fixed for ever after leads us 
to remember the promife of God, that he 
would no more deftroy the world by the wa¬ 
ters of a deluge. I cannot think it probable, 
that the flood was only a ftill and tranquil 
increafe of the Ocean ; on the contrary, the 
whole procefs of that cataftrophe appears to 
have exhibited a moft terrific fcene of uproar 
and confufion. The atmofpherical air, forced 
by a fupernatural preflure into the cavity of 
the great abyfs, would compel it to difgorge 


* 


* Vide fupra vol. i. p. 263, 264, 274. 

1 
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its contents in violent catara&s ; which being 
driven to an immenfe height in the air, and 
thence falling back in torrents, would agitate 
the Ocean with a tempeft, of which we per¬ 
haps can fcarcely form an idea 0 . To this cir- 
cumllance the Hindoos feem to allude in 
their account of the third incarnation of 
Vifhnou, when the Soors and the AlToors 
churn the waters of the troubled fea with 
the huge mountain Mandar p . In Ihort, hu¬ 
manly fpeaking, it feems necejfary, that fome 
fuch diforder fhould have taken place, in the 
midft of which the Ark was miraculoully 
preferved, while every attempt of the wicked 
inhabitants of the earth to fave themfelves 
was fruftrated, and their veflels either dalhed 
to pieces, or overwhelmed by the violence of 
the ftorm. It is very remarkable, that, ac¬ 
cording to Caryftius of Pergamus, the Sym- 
plegades were termed, in the language of 
men, the Cyanean rocks, but, in the language 
of the gods, the gates of the oath q . This fin- 

p See Catcott on the Deluge. Should the theory of Mr. 
■Whifton be preferred, that a comet was the natural caufe of 
the flood, the effe6ts of the too near approach of fuch a body 
would be equally tremendous. 

P Maur. Hift of Hind. vol. i. p. 581. 

3 K<zpvrio<; 0 (prion, Kvancif [/.iv vvro a,>§puiruv 9 vwq 

op*8 wuhas K(KXv}<r$at. Schol. in Theoc. Idyll, xiii. ver. 22. 
Should the reader choofe rather to conftder opx* a proper name, 

K 4 and 
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gular mode of expreffion, fo perpetually ufed 
by Homer, can only refer to the ordinary di¬ 
aled!: of Greece on the one hand, and to the 

v 

ancient oriental language of the Myfteries on 
the other ; that language, which was ufed in 
the facred ifle of Samothrace, and which en¬ 
ters into the compofition of moil of the old 
mythological appellations. The-oath there¬ 
fore, here conne&ed with the Symplegades, 
tnuft relate, like that by the waters of Styx, 
to the oath of God after the cataftrophe of 
the deluge. 

With regard to the cave of Chiron, in 
which Jafon was concealed during his boy¬ 
hood, it was, as I have juft obferved, nearly 
allied to that of the Cabiriah Ceres of the Phi- 
galenfians, and to that of Zerinthus in the 
ille of Samothrace: it was, in fhort, the fym- 
bol conftantly ufed in the Myfteries to de- 
fcribe the infernal regions, or in other words 
the vaft central abyfs. Hence we find, that 
rocky cavities were efteemed peculiarly facred 


and thence conclude that the title of the Symplegades, in the 
language of the gods, was the gates of Orcus , or the infernal re¬ 
gions $ the expreffion would be even more applicable to the 
events of the deluge. For, as I have already obferved, the myf- 
tic Hades was. nothing more than the central abyfs j whence 
the apertures, through which the waters ruffied, might even 
with literal propriety be flyled the gates of Orcus . 


* 
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by the ancient idolaters, and that they were 
eonftantly ufed in the celebration of their 
moft fecret rites r . The fame idea prevailed 
among the Druidical priefts of Britain ; and 

was alfb the caufe of thofe immcnfe artificial 

* 

excavations, which abound in Perfia and Hin- 
doftan. In places of fuch a nature the he- 
lio-arkite gods were worfhipped under the 
titles of Dii Patrot, and Dii Petrh; appella¬ 
tions equally borne by the Penates or Cabiri % 
and by Neptune, Jupiter, Apollo, Diana, 
V efta, Aglibaal, and Melechbaal *. Neptune 
was fuppofed to have been fo called from 
his having produced out of a rock the horfe 
Scyphius u ; and Mithras, or Apollo, was him- 
felf believed to have iflued from a rock x . 

Such was the cave of Chiron: as for the 

/ 

centaur himfelf, he was the fon of the Hip- 
pian Saturn by Phillyra one of the daughters 


1 Porph. de Antro Nymph, paflim. Upon this ftibje& more 
will be faid hereafter. Vide infra chap. x. 

s Dion. Halic. Ant. Rom. lib. i. cap. 67. 

1 See Bryant’s Anal. vol. i. p. 295. Mr. Bryant thinks, 
that the title Patrous, or Petreus, is a corruption of Petah-Phe- 
rah, a friejl of the Sun : but I am rather inclined to derive it, 
like the dance Betarmus, from Patar. Vide fupra p. 109. From 
the facred Patarae, rocks in general were at length denominated 
Petra. 

u Schol. in Pind. Pyth. iv. ver. 24 6. 

* 

* Juft. Martyr. Dial, cum Tiyph. p. 296. 

of 
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of Oceanus r ; and he is faid to have efpoufed 
Chariclo the daughter of Apollo, or, accord¬ 
ing to fome, of Perfes, or of the Ocean. The 
offspring of this marriage was Caryflus. He- 
fiod however fuppofes, that the contort of 
Chiron was a Naiad z . 

We have here another of thofe fabulous 
genealogies fo common in ancient mythology. 
Chiron is the folar Noah, and accordingly his 
defeent, and his nuptial connection, compre¬ 
hend both the Sun, and the Ocean. His fi¬ 
gure, compounded of a horfe and a man, is 
fymbolical of the great Hippian patriarch ; 
and his name, like that of' the ferryman of 
hell, is Car-On, the folar orb. He is repre- 
fented by the Orphic poet, as hofpitably en¬ 
tertaining the Argonauts, in the courfe of 
their expedition to Colchi a ; and he is feigned 
moreover to have conftruCted a fphere for 
their ufe. In the celeftial globe he is placed 
near the Argo ; and is deferibed as bearing 
upon the point of his lance fome kind of ani¬ 
mal to an altar, the fmoke of which afeends 

4 ^ 

? Tor h Xupum, rw* nxectuhr, xa» K^o>« yvnotr 

\oyaait. Schol. in Pind. Pyth. iii. vcr. t. 

7 H &g Xet^xXaty yvmn, Svyctryp AttoXAwvo;, »j, uq Tiveq, Tltgcrov tj 
flxeanov, viq xai Xnpuvoq, Kagvroq. O ft *Hcr»o^of NaVifcc Tor 

Xtipvta yrifxett* Schol. in Pifid. Pyth. iv. ver. 181. 

* Orph. Argon, vcr. 375. 

to- 
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towards a triangle. Near the Ihip is a doVe, 

and at a fmall didance from it a raven, 

* 

perched upon the back of a fea ferpent. In 
this lad group is depicted a cup, proper for 
facrificial libations. Of thefe feveral catade- 
rifms the fcriptural hidory of the deluge af¬ 
fords the mod fatisfadtory explanation. 

“ And he fent forth a ravdn ;-alfo he 

“ fent forth a dove from him.-And Noah 

“ went forth—out of the Ark. And Noah 
“ builded an altar unto the Lord (Jehovah 
“ the tri-une Elohim); and took of every 
“ clean bead,—and offered burnt offerings 
“ on the altar V’ 

The fird centaur is fometimes faid, like 
Phrixus, to have fprung from Nephele, or a 
cloud 0 ; a fiction, which drongly reminds U9 
of the fecond birth of the patriarch, his de- 
fcent from the Ark, furrounded as it had 
been during the prevalence of the flood with 
fogs and mids: and, as for the term Centaur 
itfelf, it appears to be compounded of Chen- 
Tor, the tauric priejl , a title, according to the 
prevailing ideas of paganifm, peculiarly appli¬ 
cable to Noah. 

I have hitherto confidered the Argonautic 
hero as the fcriptural Noah ; but his charac- 

b Gen. viii. f Hyg. Fab. 62. 

ter 
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ter fhall now be taken in a different point of 
view, and his identity with the great folar 
god of the Perfians, and other eaftem nations, 
pointed out. 

Jafon, as I have before obferved, is not 
merely the patriarch without any further al- 
lufion, but the patriarch worshipped con¬ 
jointly with As-On, or the Sun. Hence, as 
we have already feen, his high places in the 
oriental world were termed Jafonia, or Afo- 
nia ; and himfelf, 'Jafon , or AJ’on. This folar 
title Afon was frequently contracted into Son 
or Zon, precifely in the fame manner as c tal 
is the abbreviated form of Altai ; and it was 
indifferently written Azon and Azan, Zon 
and Zan. From it the Greeks derived their 
name Zan, an appellative of Jupiter confi- 
dered as the Sun; and to it may be evident¬ 
ly traced the Englifh word Sun. Pfellus in¬ 
deed, in the true fpirit of a Greek, refblves 
thefe facred titles into his own language, 
though profeifedly treating of the theology of 
the Chaldeans; and has confequently in¬ 
volved them in the flrangeft confufion ima¬ 
ginable : but I apprehend; that the whole of 
this dark theology, when thoroughly exa¬ 
mined, will be found to confift of nothing 
more than the arkite worfhip united with 
the wild reveries of the Sabian aftronomy. 

The 
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The Chaldeans firft enumerate feven 
worlds; a number peculiarly dear to the an¬ 
cient mythologifts, becaufe it happens to be 
at once that of the planets,' and of the Cabiri, 
Of in other words of the diluvian family ex- 
clufive of Noah; who, being the head of the 
Cabiri, as the Sun is of the planets, was 
thence adored in conjunction with the Sun 
Next they notice a holy perfonage, the be¬ 
ginning of all things; and after him three 
others, each of whom, with a whimfical and 
abfurd refinement, is triplicated into another 
triad. Thefe are the patriarch, and his three 
fons, who conftitute the grand trinity of the 
Gentiles*, and of whom fome traces may be 
difcovered throughout the whole world. Ac¬ 
cordingly we find them clofely connected 
with the Noetv Iunx , as it is termed by Pfel- 
lus; or the Noetic dove, as I cannot refrain 
from interpreting the words, for Iunx feems 

d In perfe& conformity with the principles of the Chaldean 
theology, the vaft tower of Babylon, which was dedicated to 
Belus or the folar Noah, confided, as we are informed by He¬ 
rodotus, of eight towers gradually diminifhing in area, placed 
one upon the other. Herod, lib. i. cap. 181. 

e Mr. Maurice has given a very different interpretation of 
thefe Oracles :* the reafon, why I cannot affent to it, has been 
already Hated. Vide fupra vol. i. p. 313. note f. 

to 
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to be a mere corruption of luneh f . This 
lunx is defcribed as a bird of love, and is laid 
to have been ufed by magicians in the prepa¬ 
ration of philtres. It was no lefs lacred to 
Venus, than her favourite dove; and, ac¬ 
cording to Pindar, it conftituted the valuable 
prefent of that goddefs to Jalon, for the pur- 
pofe of Healing the affections of Medea. 

Tlorviet o' ofy/rctTcov (ieXecov, 

YloixiAav iuyyd, ts- 

TPcucvd/dov OvXvfioroB'sv, 

Ey ctAtrra) fevj'eura. xvxKw, 

M clivao omv Kwrecryeveut Qeptv 
Tloairov a.vb'mirouri' Ait as t eratoi- 
Jctf tK^iaetTX.yj<rtv cropov AurovtScui’ 

• Oft* M tioeia* toksuv aptAot- 

t cuou, zJoB-eiva, % YJAas olutolv 
Ev Qpeiri xetiofievetv 
Aoveoi fuvrtyi ne^w E. 

The wily queen of love 
Sent from Olympus her Noetic h lunx. 


f Some reafons will be given for this tranflation of Noete in 
the courfe of a few pages, 

8 Pind, Pyth. iv. ver, 380. 

h So I tranflate, and'I think properly, paiyx? Opw, which is 
exa&ly equivalent to No»t»» It/y{. The epithet here be¬ 

llowed upon the lunx, is the very fame as that by which Atys, 

or 
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Which, fix’d upon the forcerer’s wheel, 

4 # 

With maddening palfion fires the human bread. 

By the dread potency of this dire bird. 

Was fair Medea taught 

To flight her parents, country, virgin honour ; 

And with Efonides to feek the realms 
Of diftant Hellas. 

The ancient fcholiall upon Pindar informs 
us, that Iunx was the daughter either of Echo, 
or of Pitho ; and that, by her incantations, 
lhe excited in Jupiter a paffion for Io, who 
was afterwards changed by Juno into a heifer. 
Iunx herfelf, by way of punifhment for the 
mifchief which lhe had occafioned, was meta- 
morphofed into the bird of that name *. It 
is obforvable, that, in this tradition, the Iunx 
is immediately connected with the hiftory of 
the deluge ; for the heifer Io, or Ifis, as we 
have already feen, is no other than the tau- 
riform lunar Ark of Noah. Accordingly we 


or Noah, is designated ; and I have already observed, that, as 
the lunar Ark was termed Mena , fo Menas, Menu , or Minyas, 
were only variations of the fcriptural name of the patriarch. 
From the frantic dances of the Menades, the Greeks teem to 
have derived their word paivopa % 9 to be mad . 

1 Ii/yf opt# tpcoTixti' vo§ep he 0! pep faate 

»; « ni,Su< yeyeppyrSap Svyartpa, hr »? (pappacrautra top Atx 4 k top 

rr ^ fflroSo p Kara Xp\op u; open* pnt£hr)§r). Schol. in PindL 

Nem, iv. ver. 56. 

.find, 
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find, that one of the titles of the arkite god 
Bacchus was lungias, an appellation evi¬ 
dently derived from the bird Iunx k ; and 
that Serapis or Ofiris, the Bacchus of Egypt, 
was fometimes reprefented with eight of thefe 
njyftic lunges depicted upon his bofom *. 

After the Noete Iunx , Pfellus mentions 
the three governors of the empyreum, the 
ether, and the material world; and, next to 
them, the princes of the Myfteries. He then 
proceeds to notice the fathers of fountains; 
with whom he joins Hecate, the great god - 1 
dels of the Zerinthian cave in Samothrace. 
Thefe Pegean fathers conftitute- alfb a fort of 
triad, known by the names of Faith , Truth, 
and Love. Apollo, Ofiris, and Mercury, ap¬ 
pear to be of their number, if we may argue 
from the very obfcure title of Pegban extre¬ 
mities bellowed upon them by Pfellus. As for 
the Sun, the Chaldeans gave it the epithet of 

^ IvyyHj?, 3 Aiovvaof, Heiych. 

1 Kircher has given a curious print of the deity thus adorned. 
Oedip. -dEgypt. vol. iii. p. 479. The Egyptians fancied, that 
the Iunx was an emblem of the divine wifdom and love j (Ibid.) 
and it is fomewhat remarkable, that the third perfon of the 
blefled Trinity {hould have chofen to manifefl himlielf under the 
fame appearance of ? dove. With regard to the eight Iunge9, 
attached to Serapis, or Noah, I apprehend, that that precife 
number was pitched upon, in allufion to the arkite ogdoad. 

Archicus ; 


* 
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* 

Archicus; and fuppofed, that certain Arches 
fucceeded next in order to the fountains. 

ft 

Along with them, they worshipped gods, who 
were denominated Zoni and Azoni, from their 
influence, as Pfellus thinks, over the zones of 
the globe. But the names of Chaldaic dei¬ 
ties certainly cannot originate from Greek 
roots; their fignification mult be fought for 
in the oriental, not in the weftern languages. 
Azon and Zon then, as I have obferved, are 
titles of the Sun ; and accordingly Pfellus in¬ 
forms us, that the Azonic gods were Serapis, 
Bacchus, and, what is perfectly unintelligible 
if the word be Greek, the chain of Oliris and 
Apollo. The radical Sir, Sar, Cir, Cur, or 
Cor, as it was varioufly pronounced, lignifies 
in the eaftern diale&s, the bright orb of the 
Sun; and, at the fame time, the Greek term 
Sira happens to mean a chain; hence it is 
evident, that what Pfellus denominates the 
chain of Oliris and Apollo, is, in reality, the Sir, 
or orb, of thofe kindred deities. Both Sera¬ 
pis however and Bacchus, Oliris and Apollo, 
as we have repeatedly feen, are the Sun wor- 
ihipped in conjunction with the patriarch 
Noah ; and this univerfal great god of. the 
Gentiles, as I have juft flated, was termed 
Azon, or the fiery folar circle, and was adored 
throughout the Eaft, in high places called 
vol. 11. L Aionia. 


i 
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* 

Azonia, He was* in fhort, the Ja/bn of the 
Greeks* the fabulous hero of the fabulous 
Argonautic expedition; and thus at length* 
following another train of reaioning, we a 
fecond time come to the conclufion, that 
Jafon and Ofiris were the fame mythological 
chara&er ra . Hecate alfo, according to Pfellus, 
was efteemed one of the Azoni * and that 
with good reafbn; for fhe was the fame as 
the Egyptian Ifis, or the Ark •worjhipped along 
with the Moon * as the god of the Ark* the 
Noah of fcripture, was with the Sun What 
Servius fays upon this fubje& is exactly to the 
fame purpofe: he reprefents the Mother of 
the gods, the Sun* the Moon, Pluto* and 
Mars, as being thofe myflerious deities, who 
were termed Azoni °. In a fimilar man¬ 
ner, Proclus declares* that the facred names 
of the gods, among the Aflyrians, were Zoni 
and Azoni p . 

I have ventured* in the preceding remarks 
upon the commentary of Pfellus, to fuppofe 
Noetb Iunx equivalent to the Noetic dove, 
inftead of tranflating it, the intellectual Iunx, 


m Vide fupra p. 1-24. 

n . Pfelli Schol. in Otac. Chald. p. 112. 

0 Serv. in <A£neid. lib. xii. p, 672. - 
p Proc. Prooem* Par men* 

being 
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being utterly unable to difcover what mean¬ 
ing can be annexed to the latter explication. 
It will be proper for me now to offer fome 
obfervations on the Nits' 1 , fo highly celebrated 
both in the Myfteries and in the philofbphy 
of the Platonifls, in order that the propriety 
'of fuch an expofition of Noeti Iunx may-be 
more clearly perceived. 

I ftrongly fufpeCt, that this Nus, who, like 
the Perfian Mithras, was fuppofed to have 
triplicated himfelf, has not the flightefl con¬ 
nection with the fimilar Greek word which 
fignifies Mind or Intelligence, but that he was 
Amply the great patriarch; the original fcripr 
tural apellation Nuh being varioufly corrupted 
into Noah, Naas, Nus, Nuch, Menuh, Menes, 
Manes, or Minos: and I further conjecture, 
that the Platonic trinity, from which fome 
have perverfely fuppofed that the’ early far 
there borrowed the myflerious dogma which 
is the very corner-ftonc of Chriftianity, how¬ 
ever varied and refined upon by the philofb- 
phizing Greeks, was originally compofed of 
Shem, Ham, and Japhet. Proclus plainly 
declares, that Plato borrowed the whole of his 
theology from Orpheus; and Amelius does 
not fcruple to afifert, that the three kings of 

* 

* 

* Gr. Ntff. 

L 2 Plato 
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Plato were the fame as the Phones, Uranus, 
and Cronus, of the Orphic writings f . Hence 
it is evident, that whatever Phanes, Uranus, 
and Cronus, relate to, the Platonic trinity 
muft relate to the very lame; and. confe- 
quently, from the obfervations which have 
already been made upon the mythological 
character of thofe deities % it will neceflarily 
follow, that, the Platonic trinity relates en¬ 
tirely to the folar Noah and his triple off- 
ipring. Accordingly Plotinus, following the 
ftream of an ancient tradition, the import of 
which he did not underftand, denominates 
the three moll ancient deities archie (or ark- 
ite ) perfons 

In the Chaldaic oracles Nus has the epithet 
Patricus affigned to him u , which is a term 
of precifely the lame import as Patrons, one 
of the titles of the Cabiric deities. They 
are both equally derived from Patar, to dif- 
mifs, or, to let out x ; and they- both equally al¬ 
lude to the egrels of the Noachidae from the 
Ark. 

As Nus is by the Oracles llyled Patricus, fo 

f , • . ‘ 

T Cudworth's In tell. Syft. p. 547. 

8 Vide fupra vol. i. p, 68, 194. 

1 Cudworth’s Intell. Syft. p. 546. 
u Chal. Orac. p. 106- 
* Vide fupra p. 109. 

- ■ - that 
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that ancient perfonage, who was fuppofed to 
have triplicated himfelf*, is denominated by 
Pfellus Patricus By thus, or the Pataric Abyfs?. 
Here the patriarch is confounded with the 
diluvian Chaos, which Epiphanius informs us 
was nothing more than the great deep a ; a cir- 
cumftance by ho means unprecedented in the 
mythology of the pagans, for we find, that 
Ovid reprefents Janus, or Noah, as bellowing 
upon himfelf the very fame appellation. 

Me Chaos antiqui, nam res fum prifca, vocabarit b . 

Thefe remarks upon the word Patricus, or 
Pataricus, as applied to Nus, will lead us to 
the meaning of a very curious, but difficult 
paffage in the Chaldaic Oracles; in which, 
among other matters, a Hone, fuppofed to 
poffefs the power of defeating the machina¬ 
tions of a terreftial demon, is celebrated under 
the name of Mnizur. 

* 

' ■ . \ 

Ov ya^ ct 7 ro 7 rarpixfi? agxf]? arete? n rpoxa^et* 
AAA’ ovx eur^exerai, xeivfj? irarpiKo? va? pexptf 
ejjsA&y. 

% 

y Vide fupra p. 141, 

z Pfell. Schol. in Orac. Chal. p. 113. It is not improteble, 
that the Pitris of Hindoftan, who are defcribed as the progeni¬ 
tors of mankind, may have derived their name from the fame 

* 

root as the Cabiric Patrol, Patrici, or Patari. 
a Epiph. adv. Haer. vol. i. p. 164, 
b Ovid. Fall. lib. i. ver. ioj. 

^ 3 Hwxtf 
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H meet, S* qxofw/ov ieufjLUHt, iretitryttov 
'Out A t&ov M n£vup errctv£sov 
A l ivyyts vxf&evcu, 7raTpoS?v mart" mu etvrcu 
BgAow ctrf&eyxTuv KivnfASveu are votjcett c . 


In conformity with the preceding obfttva- 
tions upon the terms Nus, and Patricus, I 
tranflate this paflage in the followirg man¬ 
ner. 

Now from the Pataric Ark the tribes of beafts. 
Reptiles, and birds, each perfect in its kind, 


c Orac. Chal. p. 166. et deinceps. The literaltranflation of 
this paflage is is follows : 

“ Nothing imperfect iflues from the Area Patrica ) nothing 
“ however waits till Nus Patricus hath come forth from it. When 
if thou (halt fee the earthly demon coming, facrifice the ftone 
* Mnizuris, invocating. The intelligent lunges receive their 
u intelligence from the father,” (or, as I venture to tranflate it, 
the Noetic dove iflues forth from Nus Patricus) “ and moving 
“ themfelves, underftand” (or bring to Nus) “ mute coiinfe!.** 
Thus the paffage Hands in that tranfeript of the Oracles, to 
which the commentary of Pfellus is annexed j hut in the copy, 
which Pletho has ufed, there is fome variation, yet not fueh as 
to affeft the fenfe. As for inftance, the creatures are reprefented 
as not awaiting the will of the arkite goddefs, but impetuoufly 
rulhing'forth ; while Patricus Nus is faid to have iflued from 
Lethd, or death-like oblivion. This latter part of the fentence 
*>bv|t>ufly relates to the allegorical death, and revivification of 
the patriarch. 

< .... 

Ov yuf avo vrargixM ftfXW ariAcj n 

AAA* ex etcrhxtrcct xttrrjf to vccTfixoe 

ai —— Orac Magic, p. 1 7. 

Impatient 

f ' 
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Impatient ifftied; nor would any wait. 

Till their dread lord, thePataric Nus, came forth. 
But, when the evil demon thou (halt lee. 
Terrific riling from the earth’s dark entrails, 
'Then facrifice the Mnizur, potent Hone, 

And invocate the Lord. Now had the dove d . 
Sent forth by Nus, its anfwer faithful brought. 
Though mute, yet fure in its intelligence. 

I 

The word Mnizur is a contraction of Me- 
nah-Tzur % the jione of the Ark , and it ap¬ 
parently alludes to the altar built by Noah 
after the flood; while the earthly demon of 
the Chaldeans, like the Hindoo Hayagriva f 
and the Egyptian Typhon, leems to be a per- 
fonification of the waters of the deluge, which 
principally iflued from the great central 
abyls. 

Should the reader be inclined to queftion 
the propriety of thefe remarks upon the 
Chaldaic Oracles, let me recall his attention 
to a paflage already cited from thole very ora¬ 
cles, in which the tranllation of barbarous 

4 The oracles fpe&k of lunges, or doves, in the plural, 
much in the fame manner as Hyginus makes the Aflyrian 
Venus to be attended by two of thofe birds, inftead of one. 

e IW-rMO. The Chaldean Mnizur feems to be the fame a| 
the rock Agdus, facred to the Phzygian mother of the gods. 
Vide fupra vol. i. p. 364. note d. 
f Afiatie Ref. vol. i. p. 233. 

L 4 names 
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names into another language is ftridly pro¬ 
hibited. 

OvofJLATO, (ZapG&peb fitj 7T0T ctAActfr\f ?. 

* 

Relying upon the authority of this injunc¬ 
tion, I have thought myfelf juftified in con- 
• * ♦ 
eluding, that, when the Oracles were tranflat- 

ed into Greek, the proper names were care¬ 
fully retained, and exprefled in thofe Greek 
characters, which approximated molt nearly 
in found to the original Chaldean letters. 
Some of thefe words, thus exprefled, happened 
unfortunately to coincide with .Hellenic ap¬ 
pellations, and hence had a meaning annexed 
to them totally foreign to their real import; 
while others, being utterly irreconcileable to 
the dialed: of Greece, were merely explained, 
and then left uneorrupted. Thus Nuh-Pa- 
tur l 1 , the liberated Noah, was written, upon 

the tranflation of the Oracles, Nus-Patricus, 

# 

* Orac. Chald. p. 70. 

h Patara, a town in Lycia, where there was a celebrated ora¬ 
cle of Apollo, feems to have derived its name from the fame 
root Patar. (Herod, lib. i. cap. 182.) The god himfelf was 
fometimes denominated Patarens , (Hor. Od. lib. iii, od. iv. ver. 
64.) which is a word precifely equivalent to his other title 
Tbyreus . (Macrob. Saturn, lib. i. cap. 9.) Both thefe terms 
equally allude to the ciqyunftance of Noah's having come forth 
fromihe door of the Ark.' 

which 
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• 0 

which accidentally fignifies in Greek the pa - 
. ternal mind ; Arca-Putarah, the liberating Ark, . 

M 

was exprefled Archa-Patrica, the paternal be¬ 
ginning j and Nuachah- Iuneh, the Noetic 
dove, Noete-Iunx, the intelligent Iunx. In .a 
fimilar manner Seir, the Sun, became Seira, a 
chain ; and As-On, the folar orb, Azonus, a 
deity without a belt. On the other hand, 
Mnah-Tzur, the Jlone of the Ark , not coincid¬ 
ing with, any Greek word, was exprefled 
Mnizur; and, to render fuch a term intelligi¬ 
ble, lithos, a Jlone, was added to it by way of 
explanation. 

I (hall now return to the corifideration of 
the title As-On, Azon, or Jafon. 

It was the cuftom of the eaflrem nations, 
to confer upon their princes, and other great 
men, the names of their idols. Of this we 
have many examples, both in Holy Scripture, 
and in profane authors. Thus Bellhazzar is 
compounded of Bel-Afh-Azar'; Ezar-Haddon 
of Azaf-Haddon k ; and Sardanapalus, of Sar- 
Adon-Aph-Al. In the fame manner we find, 
that the facred title Azon was frequently be¬ 
llowed upon the mighty men of the Eaflr. 


1 Azar is the fame as Azon in point of lignification, being 
3 compound of As-Aur, tty fiery Su%> 

. k TU lord Sun . 

Thus 



Digitized by ^.OOQLe 



154 


A DISSERTATION 


Thus Herodotus, in his catalogue of the 
forces of Xerxes, mentions Azan the for* of 
Art&us 1 ; and thus Pliny alTerts, that the pre¬ 
ceptor of Zoroafter, who was fuppofed - to be 
the author of the Chaldaic or Magic Oracles, 
was intitled Azonac ra . This ancient perfon- 
age is moft probably the patriarch Noah, re¬ 
vered under the appellation of Azon-Ac, or 
the folar deity of the Ocean; while his pupil 
Zoroafter fecms to be Ham", who is gene- 

1 Herod, lib. vii. cap. 66. 

Hermippus, qui de tota ea arte (Magica) diligentiffimS 
fcripfit, et vicies centum millia verfuum a Zoroadre condita, 
indicibus quoquc voluminum ejus poiitis explanavit, praecep- 
torem, a quo inilitutum diceret, tradidit Azonacem. Plin. 
Nat. Hid. lib. xxx. c. i. 

t 

* Such at lead is the opinion of Pfeudo-Berofus. Primus 
tamen omnium (Noa) invenit vites atque plantavit, et vinum 
Conficere docuit, cujus vim inexpertus et vaporem, ebriua effec¬ 
tual minus pudice in terram cecidit. Erat ill i> ut dixiraus^ hli- 
us ex tribus primis adolefcentior Chem, qui temper magicae et 
veneficae dudens, Zoriaft nomen confequutus ed. Is patrem 
Noam odio habebat, quia alios ultimo genitos ardentius ama- 
bat, fe vero defpici videbat. Potiflime vero idem infenfus erat 
patri ob vitia. Itaque na£tus opportunitatem, cum 'Noa pater 
madidue jaceret, illius virilia comprehendens, taciteque fubmur- 
murans, carmine magico patri illufit, limul et ilium derilem 
perinde atque cadratum effecit, neque deinceps Noa fcemellam 
aliquam fcecundare potuit. Berof. Ant. lib. ii. fol. 25. The 
Zoroafter> whom Dr. Prideaux fuppofes to have been a Jew, or 
at lead a fervant of one of the Jewifh prophets, feems to have 
been a totally different chara&er from the mod ancient Zo- 
roafter . 

rally 

' % 
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rally reputed to have been the inventor of 
magic °. 

If we next extend our inquiries into Greece, 
we fhall find, that one of the three Ions of 
Areas, the father of the Arcadians, whofe 
hiftory has been already confidered p , bore the 
name of Azan. In honour of him, funeral 
games were annually celebrated 4 , at which 
Apis, the fon of Jafon, is faid once to have 
been prefent l . This circumftance affords an 
additional proof of what has been advanced 
refpe&ing Apis. Apis is the arkite bull of 
Egypt; and therefore, in reference to the 
union of the two fuperflitions, he was reckon^ 
ed the offspring of Jafon, or the Sun. He 
was fbmetimes alfo effeemed the fon of Pho- 
roneus, or Ph’Aron-Nus, the arkite Noah; 
and yet, while we are affured by Apollodorus, 
that he was worfhipped by the Egyptians 


* Mr. Bryant fuppofes Zoroafter to be nothing more than 
the lacred bull of Ofiris, which was reprefented with a ftar be* 
tween his horns, and accordingly derives his name from S<^r- 
After, the bull-Jiar ; but, with all deference to his authority, t 
conceive this to be a miftake, for in fa6t the name of the Per- 
fian prophet is not Zoroafter, as he was caUfd by the Greeks, 
but Zeradujbt.' 

* Vide fupra vol. i. p. 200, 2B4. 

q Pauf. Arcad. p. 605. 

* Panf, i, Eliac. p. 37 6, 

under 
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under the name of Serapis *, we are informed 
by Paufanius, that he came from the city 
Pallant turn *, the name of which town, as 
‘well as that of Pallas , I have already difcuff- 
ed, when treating of the hiftory of Dardanus. 
From Azan a part of Arcadia was called 
Azania u ; and the Myfteries of the Idei Dac- 
tyli, or Cabiri, feem to have been celebrated 
there, in the lame frantic manner, as they 
were in other countries V 

The' title of the lolar deity Azon occurs 
alfo in feveral different parts of the world, no 
lefs than in Perfia, and in the diftridt of Ar¬ 
cadia, which has been laft noticed. A trad 
of land, which lay weflward of Ethiopia, was 
called Azania y ; and the fea, which flows be- 

V 

tween that country and India, was ancient¬ 
ly diftinguifhed by. the epithet Azanian r . 
Part of the Athenian tribe of Hippothoon, 
who was the reputed fon of Neptune, was 
likewife denominated Azenia ; and clofciy 
connected with it were the Erchians> or Ar- 


* Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. 1. 

1 Pauf. i. Eliac. p. 376. 

“ Pauf. Arcad. p. 605. 
x Venit et Idaeis ululatibns aemulus Azan. 

Statii Thebaid. lib. iv. ver. 293. 
y Ptol. Geog. lib. 4. cap. 8. 

* Pliri. Nat. Hift. lib. vi. cap. 24. 

chians. 
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chians \ We find alfo a river AJims near 
Taurpmenium in Sicily b ; and a city called 
AJin}, and a diftridl named from it AJineum , 
in Peloponnefus c . There was moreover in 
Phrygia a city denominated Azam, which 
was fuppofed to have derived its name from 
Azan, the fon of Tantalus d . This Tantalus 
was the offspring of Jupiter by the nymph 
Pluto, and was feigned to have revealed the 
fecrets of the gods ; for which crime he was 
placed in the infernal regions up to his neck 
in water, but was unable to plunge himfelf 
beneath the furface e . Tantalus was the fa¬ 
ther of Pelops and Niobe f , by Dione one of 
• the Titanides 8 ; but according to Clemens 
Alexandrinus h , and Dionyfius of Halicarnaffus', 
Niobe was the-daughter of Phoroneus, and 

a Steph. Byzan. de Urb. p. 40.—Said. Lex. Vox 
Heiych. Lex. Vox 'lmroSourtuop. 

b Boch. Can* p. 525. 

c Pomp. Mel. de (itu orbis, lib. ii. cap. 3. 

* Steph. Byzan. de Urb; p. 40. 

* Hyg. Fab. 82. , 

f Ibid. Fab. 9." 

* Orph. ap. Proc. in Tim. lib. v. p. 295. 

b Kat tot t •JTQoayaytw PaXtAtig avra; wtpi tup ctp%aiup ug Aoyag 
Tup ryh ry vjcMi, rot ctp%xiolaTx Kgyup TjtfH Qogunug rt rs 

VfUTH \tx§iVTog, xoti N 10 Gyg, xai ra /xtrx top xenakhvapov. Strom* 

lib. i. p. 380. 

* &of>vnu$ yatf NjoCtj yurrot. Ant. B»om. lib. i* 

% 

flou- 
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* 

\ 

flourifhed immediately after the deluge* She 
-was fuppofed to have been changed into a 
ftone, which perpetually flowed with water k . 
The uncertainty of the preceding genealogy 
is by no means an unufual cafe in ancient 
mythology, and it decidedly ferves to fhew 
the near relationfhip of Tantalus to Phoro- 
neus. They were in fad; one and the fame 
perfon; for, fince the fabulous infernal re* 
gions relate only to the helio-arkite Myfte- 
ries, I am much inclined to think that Tan¬ 
talus in the midft of the waters is Tan-Talus, 
the folar fijh-god: hence therefore he is 
feigned to be the father of Pelops, or P’EI- 
Op, the ferpent deity. As for Niob&, placed 
as fhe' is immediately after the deluge, I am 
perfuaded, that her metamorphofis is near 
akin to the ftone Mnizur , and the hiftory of 
Pyrrha and Deucalion. 

I fhall now proceed to pffer a few obferva- 
tions upon Zon or Zan, the contracted form 
of Azon. 

The, Telchines are faid by Strabo to have 
been the firft workers in iron, 4 and to have 

0 

made a fickle for Saturn, with which he mu¬ 
tilated his father CelusH He was afterwards 

* Hyg. Fab. 9. 

1 Strab, Geog. lib. xiv. p, 6 54, 

fuppofed 


% 



Digitized by ^.ooQie 



ON THE CABIRI; 


*59 


fuppofed to have hid the tickle at MetTen& in 
Sicily j in confequence of which the place was 
formerly called Zancle, the name it teems of 
a Jickk in the old Sicanian language. This 
fable arole, like teveral others which I have 
mentioned, .from a mifconception, and confe- 
quent pervertion, of an oriental appellation. 
The whole itland of Sicily was filled with 
Phenician or Carthagian colonies; whence it 
is not unreafonable to conclude, that Zancli 
is a Phenician word. It appears to be com¬ 
pounded of Zan- Col-Ai, the land of the belio- 
arkite deity m ; and accordingly* we find, that 
all recollection of its original import was not 
entirely loft, notwithftanding the abturd legend 
of the fickle. Stephanus of Byzantium men¬ 
tions, that tome derived the name from a cer¬ 
tain gegenes, or earth-born prince , called Zan- 
clus , and others from the fountain Zancle “. 
The title of gegenis, it is well known, was 
conftantly applied to the whole Titanic, or 
diluvian race ; and the reatbn teems to have 
been, becaufe the records of the Gentiles pre¬ 
ferred no authentic genealogies of their hero- 
gods beyond the time of the flood. Hence 

** In a fimilar manner MefTen& is Ma-Sen-Ai, the land of tie 
.great Sun. 

* 2 ayxSv), ft q\is oi fxt* afro Zaykin rov ynywty, ft aw o 

*f*m ZayuMs* Steph, By zan. do Urb. p. 370. 

the 
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' the Titans were fometinjes efleemed the chil¬ 
dren of the earth ; and hence Saturn him- 
feIf was fuppofed to be the offspring of Ce- 
lus and Terra. Some further light is thrown 
upon the fabulous hiftory of Zancle by Dio¬ 
dorus Siculus. According to this writer, 
Zanclus was an ancient king of Sicily, who 
gave his name to the town of Zancle. He 
was contemporary with Orion, the Nimrod 
of Scripture, in whofe days the union be¬ 
tween the two great fuperftitions appears to 
have been affected, and concerning whom we 
have already met with fome traditions both 
in Crete and in Beotia; fuch as his being 
able to walk upon the fea, and his purfuing 
with unwearied ardour the feven Pleiades 
through the whole of the Theban territory. 
Not that he was ever really in thofe countries, 
any more than in Sicily ; but wherever fome 
remembrance of him was preferVed, there he 
was erroneoufly fuppbfed to have actually flou- 
rifhed. Thus, in the prefenti cafe, he was 
feigned to have conftruCted the harbour of 
ACte with immenfe piers projecting into the 
fea, out of his regard for king Zanclus. He 
was fuppofed alfo to have built another mole 
at cape Pelorus, and upon it a temple of 
Neptune, which was highly venerated by the 
inhabitants. At length he retired into Eubea, 

the 
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the country of the Abantes and the Cabiri, 
from whence he was tranflated into heaven 
At a fmall diftance fouth of Zancle lay 
mount Taurus, and at its foot the city Tau- 
romenium 0 . It was once called Naxus p , and 
was built upon a river, which Appian deno¬ 
minates Onpbala. Here we find a temple of 
Venus, and another of Apollo-Archagetes q . 
All thefe are either folar or arkite titles, and 
ferve therefore to fliew the propriety of the 
foregoing remarks upon Zancle. Taurome- 
nium derived its name from Tora-Menah, 
the arkite heifer ; and Naxus was fo called 
in honour of Nach-Zeus, Noah the Sun: 

M Ilf^i flpitffOf T« fAV§o\oyB(j,tMi pvp K«t<* (jl tv yotp 

W ZiKiXtay xoLTUOKivaaai ZuyxKu ru tot« /SawiAirorri vtis toti (aip 
a>v avr « ZayK^m, w Mi arntnff o>opx£o|xlioK» uXKot r«, xai top A*- 

fA.tpu Vfoa^uaapTa, t pip opo^a,(p^ipy^p Amm 7ro»?jaai— A*a7ri7rrapos»y 

* 

t*j mXaytn;, Clpwpbc ntftptrxpxrcix to kxtk Tnp n kh^spov axpo-' 
'rojpoy, xai to Ti/xiro? rov IIo<7ii3Wv0f xaTacrxit;atcra», T»pt vpsvop vvro tup 
*yX* , Z iuv ^ta^iperarff. Tairra <hfiMrpa|aptfyo» «k Ey<ooiai» ptETara- 
' m<rai, Kotx in xaToixi)?#!. Aict Ji T)jv ir tojj xar* oupcoov afpoif 

x<*Tafi$p-t»jSirra, Tidin' aSayotToy Diod. Bibl. lib. iv. 

p. 284. 

0 Diod. Bibl. lib. xvi. p. 411. 
p Ibid, et lib. xiv. p. 282. 

* nagiaAf* to* froTotytov to* OtoQ&Kuv, xai to »»pcy to A^po^uriay, 

*at u^itraro us top Ap^nytTT t p, cl^iup top Stop us %upaxc* Bno-ofAMf 

* 

twrat&a, kou avrovruguaup tu TuvpofAtmu, Appian. apud Bochart. 
Can. p. 525. I cannot aflent to any of the derivations, which 
Bochart gives of thefe names. 

voi.. 11. M while 
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while Onobala is On-Ob-Al-Ai, the land of 
the divine folar ferpent; and Archagetes, Arca- 
Ga-Theus, the illujlrious god of the Ark. The 
epithet is applied to Apollo as an arkite god % 
and hence he is joined with Venus, who may 
generally be confidered as a perfbnification of 
the Ark. At Naxus, or Tauromenium, were 
celebrated the vile rites of the Phallus, which 
formed an infeparable part of the Cabiric 
worfhip r . 

As in Sicily we meet with places denomi¬ 
nated Zancle and ‘Tauromenium; fo in Mace- 
don we find, fituated in each other’s imme¬ 
diate neighbourhood, the cities Toroni and. 
Sena, and the promontory Canajlreum s . In 
a fimilar manner, Apollonius mentions a town 
in Thrace called Zona, where. Orpheus was 
laid to have foothed even the rocks and the 
trees with his mufic. 


AvrttP tov y svvmo-iv cntiftcti x(>e<ri 7 rerpetc 
QtA^cti ctoioctav tvoon\, ororeifujy re fttB’pec. 
friyot d ccypuths, Kttvtic er< ayfJutTO, poAirtif, 


r Hr h tv T 9 ) ZixiAtxn T*/«ros tv &dXct<rer iov Atyohms, ir a 

fAvydtXu ai&oiot arixnro. Appian. apud Bochart. Can. p. 5 2 5 - 
The origin of thefe rites has been already confidered. Vide 
lupra vol. i. p. 364. note d. 

• Urbes Toronen et Phyfcellam, atque unde ipfi nomen eft, 
Mecybernam incingit Canaftraeo promuntorio Sena proxima 
eft. Pomp. Mel. de Sit. Reb. lib. ii. cap. 3. 
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A KTtff Zavfjf S7n Ttjte&o&xrut 

fixoaxriv e7rtprpif4,oi, a* oy £7Tl7r^o 

QeXyofJiAvcif. tyoqfjuyyi KATtjyctye I IiepiffS’ev f . 

Sena, and Zona, are only variously indebted 
compounds of Zon-Ai, the land of the Sun\ 
Torone is Tor-On-Ai, the land of thefolar bull; 
and Canaftreum feems to have been fo called 
in honour of Chan-As-Tor, the priejl of the 
fiery bull. 

After the death of Pelias, Jafon is faid, in 
an ancient epic poem intitled NaupaSiia, to 
have gone to Corcyra u . This, I apprehend, 
means nothing more, than that his worfhip 
was introduced into that ifland; for Corcyra 
is Cor-Cur-Ai, the land of the bright Sun, and 
its fabulous hiftory precifely anfwers to its ti¬ 
tle. The Phliafian river Afopus had three 
daughters, Egina, Corcyra, and ^Theba. Egina 
was ravifhed by Jupiter; and Silyphus, king 
of Corinth, was privy to the fa 6 t. Afopus, 
fufpe&ing the criminality of his daughter, 
bribed Silyphus to betray the fecret, by pro- 
miling, that he would caufe a fountain, which 


* Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 26. 

u E vm $t £n p «> EXAijo’J N«vtra>tT*« otopia^ofAiva.' imroiyTou h s* 
atvrois laa’orx e| luXxti fjurct top ricXiu Qatcticv gg Kogxvgxv pu touoj- 

rau, Pauf. Cor. p. 118. Stephanus mentions a city in Egypt 
called Cortyris, and fcfr the very fame reafon. Kofxi'gi;, 
Aiyi’Trrv. Steph. Byzin. de Urb. p. 468. 

m 2 ' was 
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was afterwards denominated Pirene x , to burft 
forth in the midfl of the Corinthian citadel. 
Sifyphus accepted the conditions; and as a 
punifhment for his treachery, was thruft down 
into Hell. From thefe three daughters of 
Afopus, the iflands Corcyra and Egina, and 
the city Thebes or Theba, received their, re- 
fpe< 5 tive appellations. The Thebans indeed 
afferted, that Theba w r as the daughter of 
Beotius, not of Afopus 7 ; but between thefe 
two genealogies there is no real difference: 
for, as Beotius is Butes, or the god of the hei¬ 
fer ,. fo Afopus is As-Op, or the folar ferpent 
Noah. In a fimilar manner Silyphus is the 
god of the arkite Sipba ; and his city Corinth, 
as I have already obferved, was fuppofed to 


* Pirene is P’Arena, the arkite fountain . 
y Pauf. Cor. p. 121, 122. Pindar mentions, that Theba was 
the daughter of Metopa $ and his fcholiaft fays, that Metopa 
was the confort of Afopus, who was the father of the Hippian 
Theba. 

■ 1 • Mar^ofut- 

rup epcc Trvfjt/pxhis evatSvjg MiTUira, ' 

et Gv&ow sr»- 

XTiV, Tag BpCCTStVOt V$Up 

n»opu»t.— Olymp. vi. ver. 143. 

M«t am Svyctlyg pet A ctbutog ra et A^x.ochoc irolupa, yvrn & AvtnrH 
rov tt ©»j£ai? irolapw' nreg Mercn nj tyetrnve ryt 'hrvixyt Gyfoi j»« 

(Schol. in loc.) It is almoft fuperfluous to obferve, that the 
Hippian Tbeba is a compound tertn of precifely the fame im¬ 
port as the Hippian Argos. 

have 
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have been founded by the Titanic Aletae. 
Hence, in allufion to the entrance of Noah 

* i 

into the Ark, Sifyphus was feigned, like 
Bacchus, Hercules, and Adonis, to have de¬ 
fended into the infernal regions. 

The refult then of the whole inveftigation 
is, that the Argonautic hero Jalon is no other 
than the great patriarch worfhipped in con¬ 
junction with the Sun, and that his real name 
is Azon, or As-On, the blazing folar orb. 

We have feen, that one of the fuppofed 
companions of Jafon was Armenius, who is 
faid to have travelled with him through all 
the land of Iberia, Albania, Armenia, and 
Media 2 . It is obfervable, that this mytholo¬ 
gical hero came, according to Strabo, from 
the city Armenium , which was lituated upon 
the lake Boibtis, between Pherae and Larifla *. 
Boibeis, like the Egyptian Buto, feems to 
have been fo called from Bo, or Bou, an ox, 
in allufion to the accuftomed arkite fymbol ; 
Pherae is Ph’Ur-Ai, the country of the Sun ; 
and Larifla is Lares-Ai, the land of the Lares , 


* The reader will recolleft, that both Armenius and Arme¬ 
nia equally derived their refpedfcive names from Ar-Menah, 
the mountain of the Ark . 

* Ton Jk AppsH of tweet t^Appmtt ttoXws tcjv vigt mv BoiCw bx Atp- 

njp f*tra(v <3>ip#r, xat A Strab. Geog, lib. xi. p. 503. 

M3 or 
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or folar Cabiri h . Accordingly we fhall rarely 
find a town called Larijfa, (and the name has 
been very much multiplied,) without meet¬ 
ing at the fame time with fome mutilated 
tradition of the deluge. Thus, in the prefent 
cafe, Armenius is brought from the neigh¬ 
bourhood of LarifTa; and Polyphemus* another 
of the Argonauts, is alfo faid to have come 
from the fame place c . This LarifTa was in 
Theflaly, and was believed to have been built 
by Acrifius, the grandfather of Perfeus, who 
was expofed ip an ark, and who himfelf alfo, 
was reported to have been there d . According 
to Hellanicus, it received its name from LarifTa, 
the daughter of Pelafgus 6 , or the diluviap 
Noah ; and it is obfervable, that Homer be- 
flows upon it the epithet of Argtjfa f . There 
was likewife a Lariffa in Troas, which was 
peopled by the Pelafgi s ; another in the neigh- 

b Lar, as I have already obferved, is an abbreviation of the 
compound El-Ar, the folar deity . 
c Apollon. Argon, lib. i. ver. 40. 
d Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. 4. 

* A ctpirtrxv tyiV ®to , <rot\txi)9 iv sxt&sp Axpwof* imq 

Bj) uiro Actjfuravx t»k TliXotaya, uq (pvxnv 'ETtAarixof. Schol. in Apoll.. 
Argon, lib. i. ver. 40.—Strab. lib. ix. p. 430. 

C AwT*px o£ (Aagtcrro), b sp ra> Tlthaoyixy QtcraoiXiaq, up 
Opypoq Af/uraap Schol. ut fup. 

* En xou irept Tpotecp (A apkcaa), bq $v\x 

T^ucyup. Schol. ut fup.-^Strab. lib. xiii. p. 604. ' 

bourhooi 

t - • * 
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bourhopd of Ofla, denominated alfo Pelafgia; 
a third, in Crete ; and a fourth, upon the ri¬ 
ver Lartjfus , which feparates the territories 
of Elis and Dyma. We find one moreover 
in Alia, near Apamea-Cibotus h , or the arkite 
Apamea, in which place was ftruck the fa¬ 
mous medal, commemorative of the deluge *. 
We find one alfo near Cy ma, which bore the 
additional name of Pbriconis, from Phree- 
Con, the priejl of the Sun j and another in the 
vicinity of Ephefus. Attica likewife, and 
Pontus, had each its relpe6live Larijfa; and 
there was a town of the fame name upon the 
banks of the Cayfter, near which was a tem¬ 
ple of the great arkite Mother 1 . The moft 


h Strab. lib. xvi. p. 752. Tertius Apameam vadit, ante 
appellatam Celaenas, dein Ciboton. Plin. lib. v. cap. 29. 

* On the reverfeof this medal is reprefented a kind of fquare 
cheft floating upon the waters, out of which a man and a wo¬ 
man are advancing upon the Ihore, while two other perfons yet 
remain within. A dove, bearing an olive branch, flutters above 
it 5 another bird, poflibly a raven, is perched upon its roof; 
and in one of the pannels is the word Not in Greek chara£ters. 
See the print of it. Bryants Anal. vol. ii. p. 230. 

k A apeera m xau 11 rrj Otroy xvgio * 9 xcti n xgtfuzm, viro Ttfut 

h Tltkuayiot Xiyo/Aiw)* xa» 1 it rji Kpirji woAk *1 w* us 'UpofrvTvctf avt- 
otxKrBttra, vs xau to vvoxu/xiiot irihov vvt Aapieaiot xoAinrai. 
x*» if IIiAovMMj^y v ti to if Agytto>f ax^a, xat 0 rut 'HXuat tciro Av 
fxas &opt£otf Aagurcros vrorcc/xof. Qtoirofxvog h teat iro\tv Aiyi* tt «ni 
epvrtj fAsSopw KHfxtnjf Aap<rcrar‘ xai if tji Ana, v n i 

•mf Kviwf,—xou r> Etptcrw A after* «n* — xai it Attixsj in Au^ir- 

M 4 **• 
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ancient however of the Lartjfas, for it feems 
to have been a favourite facred name among 
the Pelafgic tribes, was the citadel of Argos, 
which flood upon a lofty hill overhanging the 
river Inachus 1 . 

Thefe remarks on the word Larijj'a will 
prepare the way for fome obfervations on the 
ftone worfhip of the ancients, which may 
ferve to elucidate a paflage in the Argmautics 
of Apollonius relative to the monument of 
Calais and Zetes. 

In the courfe of the prefent work, I have 
more than once had occafion to notice the 
fuperftitious reverence, in which large ftones 
were held by the ancient pagans. They 
efteemed them facred to the Sun; called them 
by feveral different names, fuch as Mnizurim, 


vol, Ka» rojv TgxWtwv hiytivoL xupy TgtxxopTa racing vvrtp rne w*o- 
Pituq tm K aitrpn ore^ta hoc ryg yLuroyatat ioptup Karoo to t»k lvofyofAW 
M yrpog tegov, o/xotap ry* Seen* xca rip aptTyp t^jatra ry xptfxary Aagur- 
ocl' — xat s» t oi$ otgifspoiq h m Tlovra, xuy.y Ttq xaXurat Aotgtvaa 
m^yviov tup axgwv rov Atfxov, Strab. lib. ix. p. 44 °* 

1 A%x aioraTv i P 1 * (Aaptaaa), y Apytturts, in* avry y axpowoXtf. 
Schol. ut flip. > *H j uev ovp TtoXtq y tup Apynup tv xppt oif emortfotg 
IfyuTca to srAios* axpoLp y Typ xa\ovp.*pyp Aagurvap Xofop tvipxy 
pierpug, i^oira tepop Atog* pit avrye orhyrtop o hoL%og. Strab. 

lib. viii. p. 370. It is remarkable, that there was another city* 
Argos, and another river Inachus, in Acamania, the ancient 
country of the Curetes. Strab. Geog. lib. vii. p. 326.— 
Steph. Byzan. p. 73. 

Sar- 
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Sarjenim , BetyJi, Agdi, Petra m Ambrojice, Pe¬ 
tra Gigonia, Petra Sarpedonia ", and Petra 
Lartfsia 0 ; and very frequently, in allulion 

m The facred Petra, or Petarah, will be confidered more at 
large hereafter.—Vide infra chap. x. 

n Sarpedon , or Sar-Aph-Adon, was a name of the Sun. Ac¬ 
cording tQ Apollonius, the Argonauts Zetes and Calais were 
the children of Boreas by Orithuia the daughter of Erechtheus, 
and they are feigned to have been begotten near the rock Sar - 
fedon . (Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. an.) All this happened, we 
are told, fome years before the fiege of Troy, and yet we find a 
hero Sarpedon celebrated by Homer. The fcholialt upon Apol¬ 
lonius mentions, that there was another of thefe Sarpedoniae 
Petrae in Cilicia $ a country, as we have already feen, abound¬ 
ing in helio-arkite traditions. 'JLnpa «r» mr^ec ms 

KiXtxnis. (Schol. in Argon, lib. i. ver. 216.) The Sarpedon of 
the Iliad, in Ihort, is a mere mythological chara&er, as will be 
fufficiently evident, when we recoiled, that he is faid to have 
been the fon of Europa, and the brother of Minos. (Hyg. Fab. 
106, 155. —Herod, lib. i. cap. 173.) Minos however is the 
lame as the Menu of Hindollan, and Noah of Scripture. (Sir 
Wm. Jones’s Preface to Inftit. of Menu.) Hence it is manifefr, 
that Sarpedon can never have literally exifted, in the manner 
that Homer deferibes him. With regard to Boreas or Borras^ 
whom the Hellenic mythology has metamorphofed into the 
north wind, I Itrongly fufpeft, that he was no other than the 
great Scandinavian deity Bore. This Bore was the father of 
three fons, and the fame perfon, I apprehend, as the patriarch 
Noah.—Vide fupra vol. i. p. 16. 

• There was an ancient monument, known by this laft title, 
at Sina near Mitylend, clofe by the road, which leads to Me- 
thymne. Ka» n> Zwac ms awo mrmxotret roiha* tun 

Aapio-ffcucu Utrpou, xara m* itti optus o< 5 ox. Strab. lib. ix. 
p. 440. Sina is San-Ai, tie land of the Sun $ and the Petra 
Larifleas were fo called in honour of the tolar Lares. 

to 
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to the folar orb, contrived to fix numbers of 

i + 

them in the ground in the form of a circle. 
Perhaps more fpecimens of thefe rude tem¬ 
ples occur in the Britifh dominions, than in 
any quarter of the globe; though they are by 
no means unknown in other countries. The 

V 

vafl Hones, which lie fcattered upon Marl¬ 
borough downs, and which furnifhed materi¬ 
als for building both Abury and Stonehenge, 
are Hill called by the country people Sarjens p ; 
a word evidently compounded of Tzar-San, 
the rock of the Sun : and Dr. Borlafe has in¬ 
formed us, that a Druidical monument yet 
exifls in Ireland denominated Carig Croitb\ 
or the folar rock r . 

u I queflion,” fays Mr. Bryant, ** whether 
“ there be in the world a monument, which 
** is much prior to the celebrated Stonehenge. 
** There is reafon to think, that it was erected 
“ by a foreign colony ; one of the firft which 

* e came into the ifland.—The ancients diflin- 

* 

“ guifhed Hones erected with a religious view 
** by the name of Amber : by which was fig- 


Maur. Ind. Ant. vol. vi. p. 170. 

9 Croitb, the Irifh word expreflive of the Sun, is evidently 

1 

Cor-Aith, the compound term from which Crete, Curetes &c. 
are derived. Ftom Carig fprings the Engliih Crag, a rocky 
precipice. 

1 Borl. Cornwall, p. 224. 

“ nified 
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u nified any thing folar and divine *. The 
“ Greeks called them Petra Ambrojice 1 ; and 
“ there are reprefentations of fuch upon coins. 
“ Horapollo fpeaks of a facred book in Egypt 
“ Hyled Ambres u ; which was fo called from 
** its fandtity; being a medicinal book of 
“ Hermes, and intruded folely to the care 
“ of the facred feribes. Stonehenge is com- 
“ pofed of thefe Amber Hones: hence the 
“ next town is denominated Ambrojbury : 
“ not from a Roman Ambrofius x , for- no luch 
“ perlon exiHed; but from the Ambrofia 
“ Petra, in whofe vicinity it Hands. Some 
“ of thefe, as I have taken notice, were rock- 
“ ing Hones: and there was a wonderful mo- 
“ nument of this fort near Penzance in Com- 
“ wall, though, I believe, it is now in a great 


• Mr. Bryant has not given us the etymology of this word, 
hut I apprehend it to be Am-P’Ur, the burning Sun . It is tjie 
very fame title as Pyramid, which is equally a Jlone facred to 
the Sun j they differ only in the component radicals being in¬ 
verted. Pyramis is P’Ur-Am. 

t ApCgoffia, $i*a.— A(A.(3pcawv, Stiov. Heiych. A/u€pi£iiy, 9ip«- 

wit/iiir nr 7o»j ftp ok. Ibid. 

u En & iretpa to»$ 'UpoypafxfxotTivai xau jStCAo t ttga, xaXotytiM) Apt- 
Horap. lib. i. cap. 38. p. 52. 

* Concerning this imaginary Ambrofius, as connected with 
the Britilh inchanter Merlin, more will be faid hereafter. Vicfe 
ir\fra chap. x. 

u mea- 
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*.* meafure ruined. It ftill retains the name 
“ of Main-Amber y , by which is fignified the 
“facred Jiones .—Such a one is mentioned by 
** Apollonius Rhodius, which was ftrppofed 
“ to have been raifed in the time of the 
u Argonautae. It Hood in the ifland c Tenos, 
** and was the monument of Calais and Ze- 
“ tes, the two winged fons of Boreas. They 
“ are faid to have been flain by Hercules; 
ft and, though the hiftory be a fable, yet fuch 
“ a monument, I make no doubt, exifled in 

*' that ifland, as the poet deferibes. 

* * 

y M Main, from whence came mania, fignified, in the primi- 
M tive language, a Jlone? or Jiones, and alfo a building . By Amber 
** was meant any thing /acred Cbil-Minar, by which name the 
u celebrated ruins in Perfia are diftinguifhed, feems to fignify 
“ Collis Petra. The word Minaret is of the fame etymology, 
“ from Meen and Main, a J,lone I thought it proper to add 
this note of Mr. Bryant, though I cannot perfeftly afifent to it. 
The word Men does indeed fignify a Jlone, (Borlafe’s Cornwall, 
p. 174.) but I much doubt, whether that be its primary figni- 
fication. Menab is originally any thing of or belonging to Noab: 
hence it was applied to the Ark j and afterwards, upon the 
union of the two fuperftitions, to the Moon, which was wor- 
ftipped in conjun6tion with the Ark. In the Sabian idolatry 
Bones were highly venerated, and efteemed facred to the Sun 
and Moon $ hence, laftly, the word Menab came to fignify a 
Jlone . The term Minaret is certainly derived not from Men, 
a Jlone, for many edifices are built of Bone befides Minarets; 
but from Menah, the moon, in reference to the crefcent, with 

which the tops of the Turkifh mofques are invariably decorated. 

/ 

. %rv- 


Digitized by 


Google 



*73 


ON THE CABIRI, 

* 

\ 

■ ■ ■ ■■ tivysgti r«rif isrAfr’ cortfoa 

Xtpotv v<p HgcttcArjo^. -— 

A&Xav yat iieAiao ref a\|/ ctvtondf 

Tyu ev <t/jLtyipvrn\ iretym. Key ct^faro ycuttv 
kfity' aJoroif, <?*ikct£ ova )ut&v 7 repB‘$v trevpw 
'tty srtm, B'apGof vsepiariov eevopewt kevffstv, 
Kttmeti fixflevTK inro TSvotv] B ogecto. 

Thefe haplefs heroes, as they bent their way 
From the fad rites of Pelias, lately dead, 

Alcides flew in Tenos. He then rais’d 
An ample mound in memory of the flain. 

And on it plac’d two ftones. One ftill remains 
Firm on its bafe : the other, lightly pois’d. 

Is view’d by many a wondering eye, and moves 
At the flight impulfe of the northern blaft. 

“ Ptolemy Hepheftion mentions a large ftone 
“ upon the borders of the Ocean, probably 
“ near Gades in Betua, which he calls Petra 
“ Gigonia: and fays that it could be moved 
“ with a blade of grafs 2 . Gigon, from 
“ whence came the term Gigonia, was, ac- 
“ cording to Hefychius, a name of the Egyp- 

“ tian Hercules a . From hence we may in- 

* 

* Apud Phot. p. 475. 

* riyar, n«TaVxos* o» ror Aiyvimo* 'ttganXi*. Hefycb. Her¬ 
cules, or the Sun, when confidered as an arkite god, was a Pa* 
taicus, as Hefychius juftly ftyles him. The Patai'ci were foiall 
ftatues, like thofe of' the Diofcori, or Cabiri, which the Pheni- 
cians affixed to the heads of their ffiips. Herod, lib. iii. cap. 37. 
Pataicus is Petah-Oc, the frieji the Ocean> 
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** fer, that both the ftone here, and that alio 
“ in Tenos, was lacred to this deity, who 
“ was called Archal, and Arcalus, by the 
“ Egyptians, Tyrians, and other nations. By 
“ Petra Gigonta was lignified an Herculean 
“ monument, not railed by him, but to his 
“ honour: and it was undoubtedly ereded 
“ by people of thofe colonies, who came 
“ both from Tyre and Egypt b .” The co¬ 
lumns of Hercules, which were fuppofed to 
have been placed by that hero on either fide 
of the ftraights of Gibraltar, Teem to have 
been lacred Hones of a fimilar nature. One 
of thefe was named Abyla , and the other 
Calp} c , in allufion, t apprehend, to the two 
great luperftitions: for Abyla is Ab-Bel-Ai, 
the land of father Baal the Sun; and Calpe, 
Cal-Phi, the oracle of the hollow Ark. 

I fhall now proceed to inveftigate more 
minutely the hillory of the building of the 
Argo, concerning which point we find no 
fmall dilcrepancy in the writings of the an¬ 
cient mythologies. We have already feen, 
that the fcholiafi: upon Apollonius Rhodius 
fuppoles it to be the lhip of Danaus ; and 

b Bryant’s Anal. vol. iii. p. 533. 

c Deinde eft mons praealtus, ei, quem ex adverlo Hifpania 
attollit, objeftus : hunc Abylam, ilium Calpen, vocant c 0- 
lumnas Herculis utrumque. Pomp. Mel. lib, i. cap. 5. 

that 
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that Plutarch does not helltate to declare its 
identity with the facred Baris of Ofiris. This 
laft circumftance alone feems to decide very 
iatisfa< 5 torily two points : that the whole Ar- 
gonautic voyage is a mere fable; and that 
the heroes, who will for ever live in the im¬ 
mortal poem of Homer, are not real, but 
mythological perfons. That there was a 
Trojan war of fome kind, I think more than 
probable d ; but I cannot bring myfelf to be- 

a It is remarkable however, as I have already obferved, that 
the icholiaft upon Hefiod clofely connedls the war of the Ti¬ 
tans or diluvians with that of Troy. He aflerts, that the 
fiege of that celebrated city was fuppofed to have laded ten 
years, beeaufe the war of the Titans laded ten years. Schol, 
in Hef. Theog. ver. 629. Without pretending to decide the 
queftion reipedting the exiftence or the non-exiftence of the 
Trojai* fiege, and even admitting the probability of fuch an 
event, I cannot refrain from obferving, that the argument in 
favour of its exiftence, drawn from the very accurate defcop¬ 
tion which Homer gives of the furrounding country, is furely 
a moft inconelulive one. Were an Englifhman to wri$e an 
epic poem upon the wars of the Trojan Brutus, the exadlnels 
of his local deferiptions would not prove the truth of his narra¬ 
tive. Let us hear Spenfer upon this fubjedt. 

But ere he (viz. Brutus) had eftablifhed his throne, 

And fpred his empire to the utmoft ftiore. 

He fought great batteills with his falvage fone, 

In which he them defeated evermore. 

And many giaunts left on groning ftore; 

That well can witnes yet unto this day 
The wejlern Hogh, belprinklcd with the gore 

O f 


*- 
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lieve, as literal matter of fad, the account, 
which Homer has written of it. If the Argo 
be limply a corrupted copy of the Egyptian 
Baris, (and Plutarch declares that it is,) the 
voyage of the Argo as detailed by the Greeks 
muft be a fiction, and the warriors engaged 
in it fictitious characters. And if this be the 
cafe, the heroes and heroines of the Iliad muft 
neceflarily be equally fictitious j for the ima¬ 
ginary Argonautic expedition preceded Ho¬ 
mer’s war of Troy only by a fingle genera¬ 
tion, and is fo infeparably interwoven with 
the fabulous hiftory of the Ilienfes, that they 
muft ftand or fall together e . If Caftor and 
Pollux, Telamon and Peleus, Orpheus and 
Hercules, who are all faid to have been en- 

Of mighty Goemot, whome in flout fray 
Corineus conquered, and cruelly did flay. 

And eke that ample pit, yet far renownd 
For the large leape which Debon did compell 
Coulin to make, being eight* lugs of ground. 

Into the which retouming backe he fell. 

But tbofe three monjlrous Jlones doe: moft exccll. 

Which that huge fbnne of hideous Albion, 

(Whole father Hercules in Fraunce did quell) 

Great Godmer threw in fierce contention * 

At bold Canutus, but of him was flaine anon* 

Faery Queene , b. ii. canto 10. 
c The Abb& Banier very juftly obferves, that “ all the cap- 
4( tains of the Grecian army were either fons of the Argonauts, 
or of their contemporaries.*’ Ban, Mythol. vol, iv. p. 59. 

gaged 
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gaged in the voyage to Colchi; if they be 
the mere creatures of an inventive imagina¬ 
tion, working however upon lome undoubted 
fadts, the deluge and the folar worfhip; and 
fuch is certainly the cafe if the teftimony of 
Plutarch can be depended upon: if, I fay, all 
thefe be fabulous characters, I cannot com-* 
prehend how Helen the filler of the Diofcori f , 
Ajax and Achilles the fons of Telamon and 
Peleus, Priam and Anchifes the contempora¬ 
ries of Hercules and Hefion£, can be real 
perfons. Accordingly, while Tzetzes plainly 
declares, that the Homeric Agamemnon was 

( It may not be improper to obferve, that, if we admit tlie 
Argonautic and Ilienfian heroes to'be real chara6ters, we (hall 
be reduced to the ludicrous neceflity of allowing, that the beau¬ 
tiful and youthful Helen, whofe charms were irrefiftible even 
by frozen old age, (fee Horn. Iliad, lib. iii. ver. i jo. et infra) 
had feen as many years as the hoary and decrepid Priam. He- 
len is univerfally, allowed to have been born exa6lly at the 
fame time that her twin brothers Caftor and Pollux were. 
Caftor and Pollux however attended Jafon in his expedition to 
Colchi, during the courfe of which Hercules (lew the Trojan 
Cetus, delivered Hefione, and gave the kingdom of Ilium to 
Priam, the fon of Laomedon, then a young man. (Tzet. in 
Lycopb. ver. 34.) Hence it appears, that Priam, being much 
about the fame age as Caftor and Pollux, muft likewife have 
been about the fame age as their (lfter Helen; and yet, ftrangc 
to tell, no lefs than ten years after the facking of Troy, and 
the death of Priam, the beautiful cheeks of Helen had loft none 
of their youthful blootfi. See Horn. Odyfl*. lib. xv. ver. 123. 

. vol. 11. n the 
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the fame as the Ercean or arkite Jupiter, the 
lover of Danae, and the father of Perfeus 8 ; 
Herodotus informs us, that his daughter Iphi- 
genia was no other than the Tauric Diana h , 
or the lunari-arkite heifer; and Cicero af¬ 
firms, that the Diofcori, or' Cabiri, were 
fometimes efteemed the fons of Atreus, and 

M 

confequently the brothers of Agamemnon 
and Menelaus *. For precifely the fame rea- 
fons, the war of Thebes, upon which the 
poem of Statius is founded, muft be replete 
with characters equally fictitious ; and I can¬ 
not help thinking, that it relates folely to the 
conteft between the worfhippers of the dove, 
and the worfhippers of the Sun, or, as the 
Hindoos exprefs it, the worfhippers of the 
Yoni, and the worfhippers of the Lingam. 
Let it only be granted, upon the authority of 
Plutarch, that the Argo is the Baris of Ofiris, 
and, I may add, the Argha of Maha-Deva; 
and the reft will follow' of courfe. 

It may perhaps be thought, that fpecula- 

1 

8 -+*AyUiAtfA»Qi>oc Atof, rro* tu Eg**** Atot & Zit/$ sr 

Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 333. In a fimilar man¬ 
ner Athenagora9 obferves, that Helen, He£tor, Jupiter-Aga¬ 
memnon, and Erechtheus, fre re all adored as gods along with 
the marine deity Neptune. Athen. Leg. p. 1. • 
h Herod, lib. iv. cap. 103. 

1 Cic, de Nat. Deor. lib. iii. cap. ar. 

tions 
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tions of this nature ftrike at the certainty of 
all hiftory, and give encouragement to the 
wildeft licentioufnefs of fcepticifm. I am 
confeious, that this objedtion has been urged, 
but I think without the fmalleft degree of 
propriety. The legendary tales of fidtion 
cannot be efteemed any part of genuine and 
authentic hiftory. Where the age of fable 
ceafes, that of real narrative commences; and 
it requires no very great powers of diferimi- 
nation to draw the line between them. Some 
part of hiftory may indeed be uncertain, as is 
the cafe perhaps with feveral of the details of 
Herodotus, who in many inftances approaches 
very nearly to the era of fidtion ; but it fure- 
ly does not follow, that we fliould impeach 
the veracity of Thucydides, Livy, or Tacitus, 
becaufe we cannot believe the legends of 
Homer, Apollodorus, Tzetzes, or Apollonius. 

The Argo then, to return from this digref- 
fion, confidered as the fhip of Danaus or Ofi- 
ris, was built in Egypt; as the fhip of Maha- 
Deva, in Hindoftan; and as the fhip of Ja- 
fon, at Pagafae, a promontory of Magnefia b . 
According to Hegefander, it was begun and 

/ 

* II ay cur of, axpunipto* Mayrrjviag’ wiopoiaSr) 3s airo rov skh ms • 
Tyx&ai tu* Apyu* 0 3s £x>}\}/ioe, eemo ru myycus ‘nrepppes&Scu rov% ro- 
Wf' ir* 3 s xai II ayoKTcuti AnoMupoi; tsgoy. Schol. in Apollon. 
Argon, lib, i. ver. 238. 

N 2 fi- 
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finifhed at Argos*; according to Ptolemy He- 
pheftion, it was conftrudted by Hercules in 
mount Ofla, who gave it the name of Argo 
but of affe&ion for Argus the fon of Jafon ro ; 
and according to Poflis and .Nicanor, it was 
built by.Glaucus, who afterwards became a 
lea-god under the title of Melicertes n . Ar¬ 
gus however was generally thought to have 
been its architect; and there are as many dif¬ 
ferent accounts of his own parentage, as of 
the origin of his Ihip. Ptolemy Hephellion, 
as we have juft feen, makes him the fon of 
Jafon; Tzetzes, of Heftor, or Ale£fcor°; Apol- 
lodorus, of .Phrixus p ; Hyginus, of Polybus 
and Argia, or of Danaus q ; and Apollonius, of 

1 Er Apyet tvavwyyy&y (y Agyu), uq (pycnv 'Hyy&ctvfyoq b 
noq. Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 883. Apyw— tv Apyst ry ttqAes x«te- 
axtveurByj uq Hyyo’Mvroq trogtxoq. Etym. Magn. 

m Tyv Apyco tv Oa<ry ryq Qsacral ccq HpaDthyq fxtv xarounttva^tt) 
ovopct y avry TiSycri* avro Apya ra larovof, oq yv epatpuvoq avru, ov 
xon Ictaovi rov tm XxvSiaq avvypctro wAy*. Ptol. Heph, lib., ii. 

n Athen. Deipnof. lib. vii. p. 296. Thefe two laft tradi¬ 
tions are virtually the fame, for Melicertes , as we have already 
feen, was only the Tyrian appellation of Hercules or Noah. 

0 Apyoq avryv tvotviryyyatv, b 'Efopo* y AAext ogoq vioq. Tzet. in 
Lycoph. ver. 883. 

* — locfftiv Apyov irctptxoCKtcrt rov 4 >gi{y, Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. 
cap. 9. 

q Argus Polybi et Argise fiiius; alii ajunt Danai filiura, 
Hyg. Fab. 14. 

Areftor. 
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Areftor r . I have no doubt of the identity of 
this Argus, and the Argus, who was ap¬ 
pointed to guard the heifer Io. In reality, 
they are both equally the god of the Ark. 
Thus, as Apollonius fuppofes the conftrudtor 
of the Argo to have been the fon of Areftor, 
lo like wife does Afclepiades aflign the very 
fame father to Argus-Panoptes ; and, as Hy- 
ginus makes the one the offspring of Danaus, 
fo does Pherecydes pronounce the other to be 
the child of Inachus 3 . The wild fable of 
the hundred eyes of Argus arofe from a mif- 
conception of his title Panoptes ; as the ftory 
of his having been llain by Mercury did from 
a limilar mifconception of the name Argi - 
pbontes: for, as Argiphontes is Arga-Phont, 
the priejl of the Ark fo Panoptes , which the 
Greeks tranllated full of eyes , is the lacred fo- 
lar title P’Ain-Op-Tes, the divine ferpent the 
fountain of heat. If we fuppofe Argus to be 
a real hiftorical character, it will be impofli- 
ble to account for this ftrange variety in his 
genealogy; but if we adopt the opinion, that 
he is a mere mythological perfonage, nothing 
will be more ealy. His parentage in Ihort is 

T Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 323. 

* — Apyoy Toy vrotyovrviv' 0 y AaxKi)7riot$ri$ fxey, Apifop 0? Asyn vio r, 

Qipgxvfaf h, I y*x 8 - Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. 1. 

4 Vide fupra vol. 1 . p. 302. 

n 3 merely 
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merely a let of different combinations of folar 
and arkite terms: thus he is the offspring of 
Jafon, the Noetic Sun ; of Es-Tor, the Jiery 
arkite bull ; of Al-Ac-Tor, the divine bull of 
the Ocean; of Ph’Erech-Zeus, the folar god of 
the Ark; of Bol-Bus, the lordly bull ; of Ar- 
gia, or Archa, the Ark; of Inach, or Da-Nau, 
the patriarch Noah ; and of Ares-Tor, the he- 
lio-arkite bull. Thefe derivations fhew the 
exadt propriety, with which Apollonius u re- 
prefents him as wearing the hide of a bull, 
the conflant arkite emblem ; and of a black 
bull in particular, which was the colour of 
the Egyptian Apis 1 . 

The general title, by which the Argonau- 
tic heroes were diflinguifhed, was that of Mi- 
nya, from their common relationship, as. we 
are informed by Apollonius, to Minyas y . 
This Minyas or Minuas was no other than 
Menu or Noah, as will Sufficiently appear 

u Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 324. 

x E;£ei it 0 fxoer^os uroq 0 Ams xaXzofxttoq r 01 ait' tuv [jli- 

hag, tm [xiv to) fxtruvtk) tevx .09 rtr^aytmt (pokin’ sm it rov vanrov, 
an rot uKeurfjuv oy* tv it rip upp, rag rpi%aq itvhag' sm it rip yl twerp, 

aavBa^ov. Herod, lib. iii. cap. 28. Blaqk was accounted a 
facred colour , hence Viflinou was ufually reprefented of a dark 
blue. Perhaps the Latin word Ater, may for this reafon be 
the fame as the Hebrew Ader. Ater fignifies black, and Ader, 

illuftrious . 

y Apollon. Argon, lib. i. ver. 229, 

from 
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from a view of his fabulous genealogy. The 
fcholiaft upon Apollonius reprefents him aS 
being the fon of Neptune, by Hermippa the 
daughter of Beotus; adding at the fame time, 
that his reputed father was Orchomenus, who 
gave his name to the city Orchomenus, the 
metropolis of the kingdom of Minyas*: but 
Tzetzes fuppofes him to have been the off- 
ipring of Neptune by Callirhoe the daughter 
of Oceanus; and obferves, that the ancient 
Orchomenians were believed to have been 
excellent horfemen a , a notion, which feems 
to have originated from a mifconception of 
the term Hiph, or Hippa, the Ark. Tzetzes 
further adds, that the wife of Minyas was 
Tritogenia; but the fcholiaft upon Pindar • 
makes her his mother b . According to Dio- 
nylius, Minyas was the Ion of Mars; accord- 

* 

z it tv) t A avats xa» Aio* ymrai OpxpfjLtvo? w xa 1 n 

Og%ofjLtros xaXureu. Op^opuvov h xai 'EpfAivnrvf ryg Boiarrov 
ymrott i9mXt}<rtr, <pvan h Iloa‘u^u*o^ f 0? otxii cv Op^ofjLttv* 

w 0 Xaoq Mm/ai ixXtySixrai'. SchoJ. in Apollon. Argon, lib. i. 
ver. 230. 

* O^xopirof Miroiioj «ro$ onto Mivvx rov Tlo<TH$uro<; ttraid'of, 

xa» K ecXhippovis rvi{ fixtctvov Svyotrpos, ovirtp Mivvov xai Tpnoysmetq 
tv){ AioAou o» vrXuovq tv* Apyo*xvTu*» Aptfo* St lirmnoi oi Op^opcmo». 

Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 874. 

b Mn wet* h tu* Apyovetvrv* (pricriv, oti 0! vrXttov; ctvru* tn Mi rvecv 
to* Uoffnhiioi xa» Tpwoytmxg t ije AioXov to ye*of aryyov. Schol. in 

Find. Pyth. iv. ver. i±o. 

N 4 ing 
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ing to Ariftodemus, of Aleus; and according 
to Pherecydes, of Orchomenus. Nor is the 
genealogy of Orchomenus lets confufed than 
that of Minyas. Some fuppofed him to have 
been not the father, but the offspring of Mi* 
nyas ; and others reprefent both Orchomenus 
and Minyas as the children of Eteocles c . 
According to Apollodorus, Orchomenus was 
the brother of Titanas, and the fon of Lycaon 
king of Arcadia, whofe extreme wickedncfs 
was one principal caufe of the cataftrophe of 
the deluge d : according to the fcholiaft upon 
'Apollonius, he was not the offspring of Ly¬ 
caon, but of Jupiter, and Hefione one of the 
daughters of Danaus e : and, according to 
Nonnus, he was a Phenician deity, coeval 
with Oceanus and Tethys, and worfhipped in 
the region of mount Lebanon in conjunction 
with a ftar f . Such are the varying accounts, 
which the Greeks give us, of the genealogy 


c Toprov h tov . Mivvav, cl [xiv Op^o(/.evcv yevsaXoyounvj Gspacv? 
inoi spiraXiv tov Opxofjcsvov, Mivvov' moi ayt/portpovs Etio- 

x?,iov; ysvsaXoyuai. A10 vvcioq frt, tov Mi wav, Af>toq avaygaQ *»• Apt.* 

rofapoqAfyov tov Mwvav. Schol. in Pirid. Ifth. i. ver. 79. 

d Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 8. This Lycaon is faid to 
Jiave been the fon of Pelafgus, who likewife bore the name of 
jirgus, or the arkite deity, Apoll. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. 1. 
e Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 239. 
f Nonni Dionyf. lib. xli. p. 698. 

of 
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of Minyas and Orchomenus; accounts, utter¬ 
ly irreconcileable with each other, unlefs we 
allow them to be entirely mythological. In 
fad, Minyas and Orchomenus are both equal¬ 
ly Menu, or Orca-Menu, the great arkite pa¬ 
triarch: while Hefione, who was the daugh¬ 
ter of Danaus or Da-Nau, is Es-Ionah, the 
dove of the Noetic Sun ; Hermippa, Herm- 
Hippa, the ark of Hermes; Eteocles, Ait-Oc- 
El-Es, the folar god of the Ocean ; Mars, 
NT Ares, the great Sun ; Aleus, Al-Es, the dei¬ 
ty of fire ; Beotus, Bu-Theus, the tauric god s 
and Tritogenia, Tor-Ait-Og-Chena, the friejl- 
efs of the helio-diluvian bull. This Trito¬ 
genia, as we have feen, was fometimes rec¬ 
koned the wife, and fometimes the mother 
of Minyas. She was in reality nothing more 
than the Ark, which was ftyled the priejlefs 
of the bull, as Noah was the priejl of the hei¬ 
fer ; and which was indifferently efteemed 
the wife, the daughter, or the mother of the 
patriarch, according as he was 'immediately 
conneded with it, conftruded it, or pro¬ 
ceeded out of its womb 6 . 

Appllonius, as we have juft feen, mentions. 


* Tlie legend of the three daughters of Minyas, Leucippa, 
Arfippa, and Alcathoe, has been already confidered. Vide fu- 
pra p. 34. 

/ that 
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that the Argonauts were called Minyee, be- 
caufe they were descended from Minyas; but 
Tzetzes aflerts, that that appellation was be¬ 
llowed upon them, becaufe they principally 
came from Minyean Orchomenus h . Both 
thefe traditions however are virtually the 
fame ; for it matters little, whether they re¬ 
ceived their title of Minyee from their father 
Minyas, or on account of their having come 
from the city of Orcha-Menu, the or kite 
Noah. Orcbomenii is the very fame appella¬ 
tion as Minyee; and the only difference be¬ 
tween them is, that to the former the word 
. Orcba, or Arcba , is prefixed. Hence Minyee 
is equivalent to Noacbidet ; while the import 
of Orcbomenii is arkite Minyee. Pliny accord¬ 
ingly informs us, that the Theffalian city Or- 
chomenus was once called Minyeus'; and 
Stephanus of Byzantium obferyes, that the 
ancient name of Minyeus, or Minya, was 
Almonia, which feems to be compounded of 
Al-Mon-Aia, the land of the divine arkite cref- 
cent k . 


h Mirtte* t u* Apyoeavrufj on o» nrotvruv *{ Op^o/ziroo rov 

Minna v&otf. Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 874. 

* In Theflalia autem Orchomenus, Minyeus antea di&us ; ct 
oppiduft* Almon, ab aliis Elmon. Plin. Nat. Hid. lib. iy. 
cap. 8. 

k Mm/a, nrohif ©irlaAiaj, i vgorifor Atyuna. Steph. Byzarr. 

de 
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The title of Minya or Orcbomenii, though 
primarily applicable to the Noetic family 
alone, was afterwards adopted by a variety of 
their defcendants in regions widely feparated 
from each other j while the great patriarch, 
under , the name of Minyas, Menu , Menes, 
Manes , or Orcbomenus, was uniformly revered 
as their progenitor. Herodotus obferves, that 
the Minyas, the Orchomenii, the Cadmeans, 
the Arcadian Pelafgi, and the Dorians, were 
all mingled together 1 ; whence we find, that, 
in their different fettlements, there were'no 
lefs than four cities, each denominated Orcbo¬ 
menus. One of thefe was in Arcadia m ; an- 

t * 

other, in Beotia n ; a third, in Eubea 0 ; and 
a fourth, in Theflaly p . The mofl ancient 
Orchomenus, which was called Minytlan, is 
faid to have been fwallowed up by a flood; 
and a chafm was fhewn there, in the days of 
Strabo, which, like that in the temple of the 


de Urb. p. 561. Almonia is evidently the Almon or Elmon of 
Pliny. 

1 Mtwai h Op%ojjUMio , i umfJLtfjLixjxTcu' noti Ka^tsio»,—xa* Apxa&c 

n»Aatryoi, Atfpuifj—-aAAa t« tSncc •itoKKa Herod, 

lib. i. cap. 146. 

m Strab. Geog. lib. viii. p. 338.—Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 874. 

n Ibid. 

0 Kou vtgt Kccpvroit y w Opxpptrof, Strab. Geog. lib. is* 

P* 4 * 6 . 

p Plio. Nat. Hift. lib. iv. cap. 8. 

Syrian 
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Syrian Hierapolis, was fuppofed to have re¬ 
ceived the retiring waters, and into which the 
river Melas ftill continued to empty itfelf q . 

From this Minyean Orchomenus a colony 
of the Minyae was fuppofed to have migrated, 
and to have fettled at Iolcus r . Another body 
of them, along with Chloris the mother of 
Neflor, eftablifhed themfelves in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Arene % which was anciently 
called Samos. At this place there was a Sa¬ 
mian fortification, conjeftured by Strabo to 
have been the citadel of the town, mentioned 
by Homer in his catalogue 1 . Arene was 
thought by the Greeks to have borrowed its 
name from Arene, who was the daughter of 
Bibalus, the wife of Aphareus, and the mo¬ 
ther of Lynceus and Idas. Thefe heroes were 
educated along with the Diofcori, whom 
they afterwards accompanied in the fabulous 

* Strab. Geog, lib. ix. p. 407. 

r K (O{typos) MtK/ijVoir top Og%oyi£pop oliso tup Mituur* 

sptivSsp h ctTroixurai Tinas; tup Mipvup tif \u\xop (fcum, oBtP Ttfc Ap~ 

yopotuTots Mipvocs hi% 9 tjpen, Strab. lib. ix. p. 414. 

3 fUxyeap wept tup Apypyp, Strab. lib. viii. p* 347* 

* To yap up Zxyuxop srw igvfjut' vrpoTtpop h xxt croXi; Zaycoq Tepef* 

myo^tvoyaty hoc. to v^os uruf, iwuSxp Zxy.8s ixu\hp tcl TXyx h 

xou t»k Apypyg ocx^osroXij yp tovIo, yq tp tu xxt xXoyu yay.ry{x\ 0 «*o»v 

w. Ibid. p. 346. The reafon why Samos came to fignify 
a high place is evident: Sames or the Sun Teems to have beeil 

univerfally worshipped upon the tops of the loftieft eminences. 

* 

expe- 
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expedition to Colchi u . Aren& however is 
merely Aren-Ai, the land of the Ark : and, in 
a fimilar manner, Aphareus is Aph-Ar, the 
blazing light ; Bibalus is the reduplicate form 
of Baal, the Sun ; and Idas, like the Idei 
Dadtyli, feems to have, borrowed his name 
from Aida, a vapour. The fight of Lynceus 
is faid to have been fo piercing, that he could 
behold things, which lay concealed even with¬ 
in the bowels of the earth, or, in other words, 
within the dark recefiTes of the central abyfs *. 
This marvellous fable I apprehend means no¬ 
thing more, than that he was a fpe&ator of 
the breaking up of the fountains of the great 
deep, which I have already fhewn to be the 
Hades of the Myfteries. Clofe to Arene was 
fituated Pylos; from which place came the 
Argonaut Periclymenus, who was the brother 
of Neftor, and the fon of Neleus y . If then 
Periclymenus be a mythological character, 
the Minyean Neftor certainly cannot be a 


u Lynceus et Idas Apharei et Arenae Bibali fillse filii. Hyg. 
Fab. 14. Qtptxv&is TVI9 fjujligct tup I^iar Aprjvyr (fyan, a<p* w v 
-O^ro» h 0vn)Kft*(op rotf ok. Schol. in ApoIL Ar¬ 
gon. lib. i. ver. 15a. 

x Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. iji.et infra. 

y Apjn) h iroMf IIiAoTrowj ati vrXrmov IlvAv* xai ol h 

IJyAc* r* $pipoplo xat ApjPtiP tpethtpotp. IltAoff ik avh v Ntfogof, v nut 

ccfzfwbs. Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 1 ja. 

real 


* 
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real one. Accordingly, as Pericly menus fe 
Pherah-Cula-Menu, the helio-arkite Noah, fo 
Neftor appears to be Nuh-Es-Tor, the tauri- 
co-Noetic Sun., Hence he is perpetually ftyled 
by Homer Gerenius-Hippota , which I take to 
be G’Areni-Hippo-Dus, the illujlrious arkite 
deity of the Hippa. As for his father Neleus, 
we find a legend refpe&ing him, which pre- 
cifely refembles the {lories of Hippothoiis, 
Beotus, and Camilla z ; and which, like them, 
feems to have been founded upon a mifprifion 
of the facred term Hippa. He is laid by Tzetzes 
to have been the fon of Neptune and Turo *; 
and to have been expofed during his infancy, 
along with his brother Pelias who was after¬ 
wards king of Iolcus, in a pafture where horfes 
were wont to graze b . The fcholiaft upon 
Apollonius mentions, that two of the other 
ions of Neleus were Taurus and AJlerius c ; a 
circumftance, which may perhaps confirm 
the preceding etymology of the word Nejlor, 
for the reader will recollect, that the brazen 
j talus of Crete, who was the fame as the 


* Vide fupra p. 40, 41, 42. 

a Turo is only a variation of Tura or Tora, tie arkite heifer, 
b Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 175. 

£ Argon, lib. i. ver. 156. Afterius was ^lfo reckoned the 

fon of Anak. Pauf. Achaic. p. 524.—Tlzet. in Lycoph. 
ver. 1301. 

Mino- 
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Minotdur, the bull of Pafiphae, and the bull 
of Europa, was indifferently called AJlerius , 

1 Taurus , and Italotus d . 

This lad Minyean colony, which efta- 
blifhed itfelf at Arene, and with which Nef- 
tor is fo clofely connected, was fuppofed to 
have been previoufly driven out of Lemnos 
by PelafgusAfter remaining fome time at 
Arene, it divided itfelf into two bodies, one 
of which flayed at that place, while the other 
emigrated to Thera, under the command of 
Theras, who was a Theban or arkite.. Thera 
itfelf is faid by Herodotus to have been origi¬ 
nally peopled by fome of the followers of 
Cadmus f ; and he obferves, as we have juft 
feen, that the Cadmeans were intermingled 
with the Minyae, or Orchomenii. 

In confequence of the wide diffufion of 
thefe Minyean Nodchidae, we find a town in 
Arabia denominated Mannacarta 8 , or the 
city of the lunar Noetic Ark; and a tribe, 

d Vide fupra vol. i. p. 404. 

* Strab, Geog. lib. viii. p. 347.—Pauf. Achaic. p. 524. 

f Herod, lib. iv. cap. 145 —149. 

S Metnetx&gTa, voAif ApaGictf. Steph. Byzan. p. 534 * Mr. 
Sale mentions the deity Manab as being worfhipped by the 
Arabs in the fliape of a large Hone. The reader will recollect 
the preceding remarks upon the Mnizur, and the Agdus of Cy* 
beld. Prelim. Difc. to Koran, fe£t. i. p. 18. He notices, in 
the fame page, the valley of Mina near Mecca. 

which 
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which bore the appellation of MinntiK Ste- 
phanus of Byzantium mentions, that the prin¬ 
cipal town of this people was called Carnana'; 
but Euftathius ftyles it Carna k , which is evi¬ 
dently a mere variation of Carnana. It was 
fo denominated from Car, the Sun , which was 
worfhipped in conjunction with Menu, or 
Noah. Hence we meet with two cities in 
Phrygia, one of which was intitled Carts 1 , 
and the other Minya m . In the fame country, 
which was celebrated for the worlhip of Cy- 
bele or the Ark, we find allb a town called 
Mantalus “, from its devotion to the rites of 
Man-Tal, the folar Manes; and a city named 
Manefium from this fame Manes, its reputed 
founder °. The Phrygian Manes was no 
other than the Lydian Manes, who is laid by 
Herodotus to have been the father of Atys p . 

k Avlccg 'EguSgairft •xXivpop taitxri BaXetraitf 

M maim. -— Dionyf. Perieg. ver. 9j8. 

* K apvara nrohig Mi voauv s^mg, TrAijaior epvBpag Steph. 

Byzan. de Urb. p. 451. 

k —To t m Mmciwv vrpog E pv&pav* ut ttgAk Kapa- 

Euftath. in Dionyf. Perieg. ver. 959. 

1 En Qgwyiat*; ttoAi? Kaptf, Steph. Byzan. p. 450. 

m En irspx Qpvyict; (Mirua), sp to 15 ogtotf AvSiocg. Steph. 

Byzan. p. 561. 

* MaflaXog, iroXts Qpvytag. Steph. Byzan. p. 554 * 

* Mawjnor, woAt? Qpvyuzg, ctiro Mavy, aQotyct svjropy xlify. Steph. 

Byzan. p. 534. 

P Ewi A Tvog rov M otna jSanXctff.—Herod, lib. i. cap. 94* 

The 
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This Atys, as we have already feen q , was the 
fame mythological character as Bacchus ; and 
his Ion Tyrfenus was feigned to have led a 
colony of Lydians and Pelafgi into Tyrrhenia. 
If from Lydia we pafs into Crete, we ihall 
there find Manes celebrated under the name 
of Minos; and, if from Crete we extend our 
refearches into Egypt, we fhall meet with a 
tradition, apparently relating to the deluge, 
that Menes reigned the firji of men, and that 
in his days the whole of Egypt, except the 
nome of Thebes, was one immenfe marjh r . 
This Menes, or Manes, is laid by Diodorus to 
have once narrowly efcaped drowning, and to 
have been conveyed fafe to land on the back 
of a crocodile s . Hence that animal was 
efteemed facred. It was in fadl a fymbol of 
the Ark, as is evident from the circumftance 
of the Egyptians denominating it Campfa *, 
which Hefychius allures us fignifies an ark t 
or cheji u . Accordingly the arkite deity Anu-. 
bis, who was the fame as Cronus or Noah x , 
was reprefented Handing upon a croco- 

* Vide fupra vol. i. p. 363. 

r Herod, lib. ii. cap. 4. 

1 Diod. Bibl. lib. i. p. 80. 

* Herod; lib. ii. cap. 69. 

* Sr,*.*), Hefych. 

x Plut. de Hid. p. 368. 

vol. 11. o dile. 
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dile y . In honour, I apprehend, of this Menes *, 
a city upon the Canobic mouth of the Nile 
was denominated Menuthis a ; while another 
in the fame country was called Menelaus b , an 
appellation derived, like the name of the Ho¬ 
meric hero, from Men-El, the divine Menes. 
This facred title feems to have been known 
alfo among the ancient Celts, no lefs than 
among the Greeks and the Egyptians. There 
is yet remaining in the county of Cornwall, 
as we are informed by Dr. Borlafe, a {tone 
monument, which bears the name of Cam - 
Menelez c ; and the Britilh ifland Mona, the 
Britifli frith Menai, and the Sicilian city Me¬ 
nas, which was fituated in the neighbourhood 

of the lake of the Palici d , feem equally to be 

/ 


7 See the print of this deity, Mont. Ant. vol. ii. part ii. 
p. 197. 

z Since fo many ancient nations, as well as the Egyptians, 
claim, for the founder of their refpe6tive monarchies, a perfon 
named Menes, Manes , Mannus , or Menus 5 it appears to me ut¬ 
terly incredible, that the Egyptian Menes fhould be Mizraim, 
as Bp. Cumberland luppofes (Sanchon. p. 54.) Though Miz- 
*raim was the anceftor of the Egyptians, he certainly had no 
connexion with the Lydians, the Germans, or the Hindoos. 

a Ms*yS»?, Aiyvifha Kvpr) ngot tv K<xvu€v. Steph. Byzan. 

P- 55 1 - 

b Menhoto?, *ro?uff AiytwTot/. Steph. Byzan. p. j jo. 

c Borlafe’s Cornwall, p. zoo. 

* Menoti 'ZiK&iai, eyyvg HxXikuv. Steph. Byzan* p. j jo. 

com- 
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compounded of Men-Ai, the land of Menes. 
Nor were the Gothic tribes unacquainted 
with the name and hiftory of our great com¬ 
mon progenitor. We learn from Tacitus, 
that they venerated Tuifto, who, according 
to their tradition, fprung from the earth, and 
along with him his fon Mannus. Thefe they 
fuppofed to have been the anceftors of their 
nation; and to Mannus, the fecond of their 
deities, they affigned three Tons*. In the per- 
fon of Tuifto we clearly recognize the primi¬ 
tive father of mankind, formed by the hand 
of God from the duft of the earth ; and Man¬ 
nus is no lefs evidently Manes, Manus, or 
Noah: while the three fbns of the one are 
the triple offspring of the other f . This fame 
ancient deity was revered throughout Hindof- 
tan under the name of Menu. Here he was 
celebrated as the primeval lawgiver of the 
country ; was attended, like the Mneues or 
Menes of Egypt, by the fymbolical bull s ; 


e Tacit, de Mor. Germ. cap. 2. 

f It is remarkable, that the ancient Irilh called their princi¬ 
pal marine Deity Mann , and had a wild legend refpe&ing his 
formerly prefiding over the iile of Man, on which he bellowed 
his name. Colledl. deReb. Hiber. vol. v. p. 507. This Mann 
is evidently the fame as the German Mannus. 

s Sir William Jones’s preface to Inft. of Menu, p. 8. It is^ 
remarkable, that this bull w^s efteemed the genius of abltra& 
juftice $ (Ibid.) the reafon of which feems to have been, becaufe 

o 2 th* 


V 


N 


Digitized by ^.ooQie 



A DISSERTATION 


19 6 

was believed, along with feven other Menus, 
to have lucceeded “ ten lords of created be- 
“ ings, eminent in holinefs h and was 
efteemed the fame as Satyavrata-Vaivafwata, 
or the folar Noah, who was laved along with 
feven holy perfbns from the waters of an uni- 
verfal deluge *. He feems alfo to have been 
known in the* kingdom of Tangut. Kircher 
mentions an idol worfhipped in that country, 
under the name of Menipe, or Manipe k ; and 
he prefents us with an engraving, which ex¬ 
hibits two different modes of reprefenting it *. 
The firft is a bufl of nine heads, the three 
loweft of which are adorned with crowns; 
and the fecond is merely a naked woman in 
a fitting pofture. I have little doubt, but 
that Menipe is MenTppa, the Ark of Menu; 
and the two figures of the idol perfectly agree 
with fuch an etymology. The nine heads 
are merely a triplication of the Noetic triad, 
according to the prevailing ideas of the ori¬ 
ental world ; and the naked woman, like Ve- 

the bull was the univerfal fymbol of the juft and upright Noah. 

h Inft. of Menu, p. It is almoft fuperfluous to obferve, 
that the ten predeceflors of the eight Menus are evidently the 
ten ante-diluvian generations of the line of Seth. 

1 Sir Wm. Jones on the Gods of Greece. Afiat. Ref. vol. i. 
p. 230. 

k Kirch. China, p. 71. 

1 Ibid. p. 72. 

nus, 
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nus, Ceres, and Derceto, is a perfonification 
of the Ark. 

If from this extended furvey of. the fettle- 
ments of the Minyae we once more revert to 
Theflaly, from which country they were 
feigned to have failed in quefl of the golden 
fleece, I apprehend, that we (hall find the 
fame race under the name of Magnetes, 
feated in Magnefia and in the vicinity of the 
city Thebae m . I have already obferved, that 
the Argo was fuppofed to have been built at 
Pagafae, a promontory of Magnefia; and I 
fufpedl, that, the appellation Magnetes is no¬ 
thing more than a variation of Manetes , Me- 
netes, or Minyee. Magnes, from whom the 
country is faid to have received its title, was 
the fame perfbn as Manes or Noah: hence 
he is defcribed as the fon of Argus, the fabu¬ 
lous builder of the Argo n j the father and the 
fon, as was ufual in the imaginary genealogies 
of pagan mythology, being equally the great 


m This Thebae was fituated on the fouthem fide of the Paga- 

# 

lean bay, and received its name, like the Egyptian, the Beo¬ 
tian, and the Cilician Thebae, from Thebah, the Ark . Strab. 
Geog. lib. ix. p. 433. 

n Apyt? t« 4>p|s, xa» T92 f A^hjt it Svyarpf, tytnro 

M etyms. OitToq uw&tv tyyvs ©ecraaAiaj, xai rw yijr Tat/TJjr air avid 
Mctyn}0’icL» vrpocryyopevtruv ot apSpuTroi, Anton. .Liber* Met am. 
cap. 23. 

o 3 patri- 
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patriarch. Magnes however was not always 
efteemed the offspring of Argus j he was 
fometimes alfb fuppofed to be the fon of Eo- 
lus: but this f?cond genealogy, which is no 
lefs fabulous than the former, will only ferve 

S * 

equally to fhew his connection with the hif- 
tory of the deluge. From Deucalion and 
Pyrrha, according to Apollodorus, fprung Hel- 
len, the reputed father of the Hellenes; and 
from Hellen and the nymph Orscis, Dorus, 
Xuthus, and Eolus 0 . Jamblichus varies in 
fome meafure from this account, and afferts, 
upon the authority of certain Babylonian re¬ 
cords, that Hellen was the fon of Jupiter p . 
This difcrepancy however between the two 

I 

narratives is more apparent than real; for 

• ^ 

Ham, whom I apprehend to be the fame per- 
fon as Hellen, was frequently worfhipped, no 
lefs than his father Noah, under the name of 
- the folar "Jove. Xuthus efpoufed Creiifa, the 
daughter of Erechtheus, and begot Acheus, 
and Ion; Dorus became the father of the 
Dorians ; and Eolus took to wife EnaretC, who 
bore him feven fons, Critheus, Sifyphus, 


0 Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 7. 

p E» $1 rotq BaJovXunuv axatk* »epo»$, yeyoHvcu A»o$* Ttf Ifc 

Avpov, v t xou A*oAor. Jamb., de Vita Pythag. cap. 34. 

Apollodorus”alfo mentions., that fome efteemed Hellen the fon 
of Jupiter. 

, Atha- 
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Athamas, Salmoneus, Deiones, Magnes, and 
Perieres q . Such was the manner, in which 
the Greeks pretended to account for the origin 
of their nation; the whole however of this 
genealogy conlifts partly of,mythological re¬ 
petitions, and partly of corrupted traditions of 
real events. Hellen, or Ham, feems to be 
El-Ain, the divine fountain of heat ; Dorns is 
the contracted form of Ador, the illufirious 
one, an epithet frequently bellowed upon the 
gods of the Gentiles r j Xuthus is moll pro¬ 
bably the Babylonian Cuth, or Culh ; and 
Ion, from whom the Greeks fuppofed the Io- 
nians to have received their name, is Ionah, 
the dove. From Ionah the Hindoos, upon the 
introduction of the Phallic worlhip, derived 
their term Toni, bellowing at the fame time 
upon the Ionian followers of Deucalion the 
appellation of Tonijas, or worftippers of the 
Toni \ As for the feven fons of Eolus, they 
appear to be the lame as the feven Cabiri or 
Titans, though fome matters are ingrafted 
upon their fabulous hillory, which do not pro¬ 
perly belong to the Noetic family. Critheus, 
or Cretheus, was the reputed grandfather of 


* Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 7. 

x Thus Atargatis, Adrammclech* Dardataus. 

* Vide fupra p. 8^. 

o 4 Jafon; 
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Jafon; Silyphus was fuppofed to have been 
an ancient king of Corinth *; Athamas was 
the fovereign of Thebah, or the Ark, and the 
father of the marine deity Hercules-Meli- 
certa u ; Deiones is Da-Ionah, the dove ; and 
Perieres is Phri-Eres, the Sun. With regard 
to Salmoneus, he was fo inflated with pride, 
that he imagined himfelf e’qual to Jupiter, 
and attempting to imitate the dread artillery 
of heaven was (truck with lightning x ; a tra¬ 
dition probably founded upon the crime and 
punifhment of Nimrod. Magnes, the feventh 
of the (ons of Eolus, who was (ometimes, as 
I have juft obferved, thought to be the off- 
fpring of Argus, efpoufed the marine nymph 
Na'is, and hecame the father of Polydedtes 
and Didtys. Thefe fettled in the iftand 
Seriphus, where Perfeus, and his mother Da- 
nae, were fuppofed to have landed from the 
ark, within which they had been inclofed by 
Acrifius y . Both Polydectes and Didtys are ' 
charadters equally mythological; the former 
being Bola-Dag-Theus, the god of the lordly 
arkite fjh, and the latter, Pag-Theus, the 
ffh deity , 

* Vide fupra p. 163. 

u Vide fupra vol. i. p. 2^4. 

* Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 9. 

y Ibid. 

The 


Digitized by ^.ooQie 



ON THE CABIRI. 


201 


The Magnetes or Manetes then being ■ the 
lame as the Minyas or Noachidae, we meet 
with them in feveral different countries be- 
fides Theffaly. One of their colonies efla- 
blifhed themfelves at Apamea, where they 
religioufly preferved a traditional remem¬ 
brance of the deluge. Hence we find a'me- 
dal, the exadt counterpart of the Apamean 
coin, reprefenting the egrefs of Noah and his 
contort from the Ark, infcribed Magneton 
Apameon z . Another body of Magnefian co- 
lonifls fixed their refidence in Lydia; and 
were jaddidted to the worfhip of a very an¬ 
cient ftatue of the Mother of the gods. This 
ftatue was placed upon a rock denominated • 
Coddinus, and was fuppofed to be the work- 
manfhip of Broteas, the fon of Tantalus*. 
The rock Coddinus I apprehend to have been 
a {tone of the fame nature as the cube of 
Mercury, and the flone Mnizur.; both of 
which, as I have already obferved, were in¬ 
troduced into the arkite Myfleries in allufion 

« 

t 

* See the print of it: Bryant’s Anal, vol. ii. p. 230. 

* Emi M ayw» yt, 0$ ret irpof Bog far nponrett rtt SiartAot/, rov- 
roi f iw» Ko$<hvov wtrpet Myrpot in Btup ctpyetperetrop uvxvr up etyeth- 
pet' vromaeti h 0 i Maywjrif ttvro Bponav Xtyvai top T ctnetXu. Paul". 

Lacon. p. 26(5. \ 

to 
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to the altar built by Noah b . A third colony 
of the Magnetes migrated firlt from Theffaly 
into Crete c ; and afterwards from Crete into 
the neighbourhood of Ephefus. Their leader 
is faid to have been Leucippus, the fon of 
Car; and to the new city, which they built, 
they gave their accuflomed name of Magne - 
Jia d . This migration is probably real; but 
Leucippus, the fuppofed conductor of it, is a 
fictitious character, as will fufficiently appear, 
when we confider, that he is repreferited as 
being the fon of Car, who was the offspring 

of Phoroneus, or the arkite Noah. From Car 

■> ^ 

* 

Megara received its name; and he is reported 
to have firft introduced into that city the 
Myfteries of Ceres e . Car is the Sun; Me- 


Coddinus may poflibly be compounded of Cod-da-Nuh, 
(n3-fcO-*TD) the jire-Jlone of Noah. 
c Conon. Narrat. 29. 

d Er* x«tf £ Tfpa M ayrr\7\% *ri£i E (pt&of, tune pin) vvo Atvtuwn 
T8 Kapof, fASTOHty)crurroi sxst avt M aynjn to*? fix Kpjnj?. Schol. in 

Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 584. 

c KAr$>jra* ttru Tur iroXtr tyaan m Kxgoq rov Qopvntff, n rn 
yn rat mj QounXivorros' tots irpcrror fayova-n It^ot yttsaBai AtytijTpo? 
avroif, xetf rov$ avSpw rot/? opopourat M syapa, Pauf. Attic, p. 95 * 
In this paffage, though it is not abfolutely faid, that Megara 
was fo called from Car, yet, (ince it received its name during 
his imaginary reign, it is evident, that it was thus defignated 
in honouf of him. 
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gara is Ma-Car-Ai, the land of the great Sun ; 
and Leucippus; who is the fame mythologi¬ 
cal character as his progenitors Car and Pho- 
roneus, is Luc-Hippos, the Hippian Sun. 
Ceres, as I have frequently obferved, is the 
Ark; and the eflablifhment of the folar wor- 
ihip occafioned her temple at Megara to be 
called Me gar on ^ in honour of Ma-Car-On, the 
great Sun f . 

The king of the ThelTalian Magnetes, at 
the time of the Argonautic expedition, is laid 
to have been Acaftus; and he is defcribed as 
having embarked in that enterprife. He was 
the fon of Pelias, and the hulband of Hippo- 
lyte. His wife entertained an illicit paffion 
for Peleus ; and, upon his refilling to gratify 
her defires, fhe accufed him to her hufband 
of having attempted her chaflity g . This le¬ 
gend is merely a repetition of the ftories of 
Bellerophon h , and Hippolytus; and the ap- 


{ ErravSo. xccf rxc Au/A»)Tpo$ to Mtyapov* <btoijj <rai <k 

*vro (Seio'iXtvotTa K. apa sXtyor. Pailf. Attic, p. p^. 
g Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 224. 
h Hence Horace very naturally joins together the fwo fables 
of Bellerophon and Peleus. 

Ut Praetum mulier perfida credulum 
Falfis impulerit criminibus, nimis 
Cafto Bellerophonti 

Maturare necem, refert. 


Narrat 


* 
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pellations Hippolyte, and Hippolytus, are equal¬ 
ly derived from the facred title Hippa. 

In this wide difperfion of the Minyae, Ma- 
netes, or Noachidae, we may naturally exped 
to meet with fome traces of them in Arme¬ 
nia, where the Ark firft grounded, after the 
diluvian waters had begun to abate; nor 
lhall we be difappointed. Nicolaus Dama- 
fcenus fpeaks of a city in that country, de¬ 
nominated Minyas , which was fituated at the 
foot of a great mountain called Barts ; and 
he further obferves, that a conftant report 
had prevailed, that, at the time of the flood, 
many perfons fled there, and were preferved. 
One, in particular, was conveyed in an ark 
to the very fummit of the mountain \ This 
Armenian Minyas is by the prophet Jeremiah 
denominated Minni, and connected with Ara¬ 
rat, where the Ark is faid by Mofes to have 
firft landed k . I fcarcely know any teftimony 


Narrat pene datum Pelea Tartaro 
Magnefiam Hippolyten dum fugit abftinens. 

Hor. lib. iii, od. 7. 

* Nic. Dam. apud Jofeph. Ant. Jud. lib. i. p. 12. Edit. 
Hud. 

k “ Call together againft her the kingdoms of Ararat, Min- 
ni, and Athchenaz.” Jerem. li. 27. The Chaldee Para- 
phraft, in his expofition of this paflage, reads Armtnm for 
Minni; whence evidently is derived the word Armenia , or Ar- 
Minni-Aia, the mountainous land of the Minyae. Minnith in the 

countiy 
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mote decilive than this, that the Minyas, and 
confequently the Argonauts, are immediately 
connected with the deluge. 

Jafon, upon his arrival at Colchi, demanded 
of Eetes the golden fleece; and was told in 
anfwer, that, before he could expe<ft to re¬ 
ceive lb rare a gift, he mull tame to the 
plough the brazen-footed bulls, which breathed 
fire and Imoke from their noftrils. Thefe 
bulls I fufpeft to have been nearly allied to 
the bull Moloch, within whole brazen llatuc, 
violently heated for the purpofe, the Canaan- 
ites and Phenicians were accuflomed to bum 
their children alive. The lame horrid lacri- 
fices are alluded to in the fabulous hiftory of 
the Cretan Minotaur, which is laid to have 
yearly devoured feven Athenian youths. Noah 
was ulually reprelented under the lymbol of 
a bull, as his allegorical conlort the Ark was 
under that of a heifer ; and, when he was af¬ 
terwards, in confequence of the union of the 
two fuperllitions, adored in conjundlion with 
the folar fire, his deluded pollerity imagined, 
that his favour was bell acquired by devoting 
their children to him as a burnt-offering. 


country of the Ammonites feems to have received its name 
from the fame worftiip of Minyas, Menu, or Noah. Judg. 

33 - 
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The Colchian bulls then I conceive to have 
been two images of Baal-Moloch, or Ofms, 
for thefe deities, being all equally the great 
helio-arkite patriarch, were all equally wor- 
fhipped under the form of a bull; and the 
fable of their breathing fire from their noftrils 
is nothing more than a literal defcription of 
the brazen ftatue of Moloch, when heated for 
a fblemn facrifice. 

Jafon, having tamed the bulls, demanded 
of Eetes the fleece agreeably to his promife; 
but, inftead of fucceeding, he met with a 
threatening refufal. Medea however afiifted 
him with her incantations to lay afleep the 
dragon which guarded the fleece; and thus 
at length he effected his purpofe. This dra¬ 
gon is laid to have been the offspring of Ty- 
phon and Echidna the daughter of Styx; 
and to have been the brother of Gorgon, Cer¬ 
berus, Scylla, Chimera, the Theban Sphinx, 
the Hydra of Lerna, and the ferpent of the 
Hefperides 1 . Pindar defcribes him as being 
equal in bulk to a galley of fifty oars; 

— - A O&XOVTOf 

A' «%ero KaZottrauTM ytyvuiv, 

‘Or ■usa'Xfi ts zjev- 

rqxonefioy vetvv XQctxet m . 

l ' Hyg. Fab. p. 12. 

m Pind. Pyth. iv. ver. 434. 

and 
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and Tzetzes mentions a wild fable of his hav¬ 
ing gone in queft of the golden fleece as far 
as the ifland of the Pheacians, where he was 
flain by Diomede n . He was doubtless the 
grand folar lymbbl, adored alike in almoft 
every nation upon the face of the earth; and 
he appears to have been fo clofely connected 
with the brazen bulls in confequence of the 
junction of the two great primitive fuperfti- 
tions. It is poflible, that the account given 
of him by Pindar may not be a mere poetical 
exaggeration. Though I do not believe, that 
an Argonautic expedition ever literally took 
place, yet I think it in the highefl: degree 
probable, that the ophio-arkite worth ip pre¬ 
vailed in the region of Colchis. Hence per¬ 
haps we may venture to conjecture, that .this 
enormous dragon was a ferpentine temple, 
like that of Abury, ereCted in honour of the 
folar deity.. With regard to the legend of 
his having been flain by Diomede, it ferves 
only to (hew'the propriety of the fuppofition, 
that, though there may have been a preda¬ 
tory war between the Greeks and the Ilien- 
fes, yet all Homer’s heroes are purely mytho- 

n Oaictxif esGonu t toi AiOjjwai 5, o mu? suri to I omv 'snhayo;, 

OT* TOV i^OCKOVTOt SK fKtUTi t\9o*Ta T6V 

Xpvr* Txct. in Lycoph. ver* 630. 

I fliall 
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I (hall now proceed to confider the cha¬ 
racters of thofo Argonauts, whofo hiftory has 
not yet been examined along with that of 
their leader Jafon. 

The two moft remarkable perfons among 
the followers of jafon are Caftor and Pollux; 
at leaft they are the two, with which the 
prefont Diflertation is moft particularly con¬ 
cerned, becaufo they are ufually known by 
the name of Diofcori , one of the many titles 
of the Cabiri. This circumftance indifput- 
ably proves the connexion of the Argonatitic 
voyage with thofo deities, and confequently 
forves as an additional proof of its allufion to 
the deluge. With the ufual irregularity of 
ancient mythology, the Diofoori, like moft of 
the other heathen gods, were varioufly mul¬ 
tiplied. The three eldeft, according to Ci¬ 
cero, were denominated Anaftes ; and were 
foppofod to be the children of the moft an¬ 
cient Jupiter and Proforpine. Their names 
were Tritopatreus , Eubuleus, and Dionyjius. 
The two next were Cajior and Pollux , the 
offspring of the third Jupiter and Leda. The 
three laft were Alco, Melampus, and Emolus; 
who were the children of Atreus, the fon of 
Pel ops, and confequently the brothers of the 
Homeric Agamemnon and Menelaus °. Ci- 

0 AtoerKHfot etiam apud Graios multis modis nominantur. 

Primi 


0 
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cero calls only the three fir ft of thefe deities 
Anaftes, but Plutarch gives the fame title to 
Catyor and Pollux p . Paufanias likewife ftyles 
them Anaftes ; and aftigns to them two fons, 
Anaxts, and Mnafinous q . Their Myfteries 
were celebrated by the Amphiflentians, and 
they were efteemed the fame as the Curetes, 
or Cabiri r . 

As for the word Anak, it is evidently not 
a Grecian, but a Phenician term. It feems 
to be compounded of Ain-Ac, the fountains 
of the Ocean, as the fimilar appellation Titan 
is of Tit-Ain, the fountains of the deluge ; and 
it is more than probable, that the fons of 
Anak, whofe prowefs abundantly appears 
from Holy Scripture, were the very fame as 


Primi tres, qui appellantur Anaftes, Athenis ex Jove rege an* 
tiquiffimo et Proferpina nati, Tritopatreua, Eubuleus, Diony- 
fius. Secundi duo Jove tertio nati, et Leda, Caftor et Pollux. 
Tertii dicuntur a nonnullis Aloo, et Melampas, Emolus, Atrei 
filii, qui Pelope natus fuit. Cic. de Nat. Deor. lib. iii. 
cap. ai. 

i 

p Tt^as fO’X 01 ' Araxtf wparayoptvStrrtf . Plut. in Vita 

Thefei. 

q M sra Xi ravTa Aiomtegw mo $\ ayaAfjta h avrot ti ol vai* 
hs «i an, Am$tq xat Mtartvas, avv f« afmv al fAtirtptf 'lAanpa xat 

4>Qt£n—n?vj<7for h ruf Awxt*>ii—• . Pauf. Corip. p. 161. 

T Ayttat h xat TtXirtj* ol AfxQicffttf Aiaxrvv xoAot^tmv • 

h $wif new ol Amxrgq maths, a Kara ravra tfti> ii£h/aivo»* 
aMa.o! (M* etvctf Atoerxupvs, ol h Kovfqras, ol h tvAiev t* twtra&at 

»o/**§9KTif, Ka&tfovf toywt. Pauf. Phoc. p. 896. 

vol. 11. p the 
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the Titans, the Minyae*, or the Noachidae. 
The author of the book of JoJhua indeed, ac- 
‘ cording to our prefent translation, apparently 
reprcfents Anak as a Canaanite, and men¬ 
tions his three Tons Sheihai, Ahiman, and 
Talmai *; but it is evident, that the title of 
Anakim was not confined to thefe three alone, 
for the fame author fpeaks of them, as Mofes 
had done before him, as a nation\ Anak 
in fa&, like 'Titan, Signifies a diluvian ; and 
the Anak xxt tfyyyp was Noah: accordingly 
we are informed by Aufonius*, that Pbanac 
was one of the names of Bacchus; and hence 
Beni-Anak, or the children of the diluvian, 
was latterly the appellation, not of a private 
family, but of a whole people y . The verfe 
therefore, in which Sheihai, Ahiman, and^ 
Talmai, are mentioned, ought to be tranf* 

lated as follows; “ And Caleb drove thence 

* 

8 When I fpeak of the Icriptural Anakim being the fame 
as the Titans, or Minyae, I mean, not the original Titans or 
Minyae, but their fojtmty. Hence, the Titans, that is the Ti- 

r * 

tanic defendants, are very properly faid by the Sibyl to have 
been concerned in the building of Babel. 

* Jofh. xv. 14. 

® Jofh. ». 22. and xiv. 12. —Numb. xiii. 28, — Dent, 
ii. 10. 

* Aufon. Epig. 30. 

y The fame jn ode of designating their tribes dill prevails 
among the Arabs. See Niebuhr's Travels* 

•* three 
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* ( three Ions (i. e. three of the children) of 
“ Anak, (or the diluvian ) even Shefhai, Ahi- 
“ man, and Talmai, children of Anak : ” in- 
ftead of, “ And Caleb drove thence the three 
“ fons of Anak ,—the children of Anak.” Ac¬ 
cordingly, if we recur to the original, we fhall 
find that it reads '■31 n©! 1 ?© “ three fons,” 
not '*33 “ the three fons z .” Mr. 

Bryant fuppofes, and I think very juftly, that 
the Gentile appellation Pbetiix is merely the 
compound term PtiAnak: but, however 
this may be, it is at leaft- evident, that the. 
Anakim were by no means confined to the 
land of Canaan. Some of their colonies mi¬ 
grated into Greece, moft probably in con¬ 
junction with the Cadmonites and Hermon- 
ites } and their reputation for valour flood 
fb high, that their Gentile title Anak or Anax 
was adopted into the language of the Helle¬ 
nes, and the fignification of king annexed to 
it. Hence we find, that their name very 
frequently occurs in the hiflory and mytho¬ 
logy of Greece. Thus Paufanias mentions, 
that the Phliafians had a temple called Anac- 
toron, in which was kept a chariot reported 
to have belonged to Pelops; and that they 

I 

z The fame mode of ex predion is accurately preserved by 
the author of the book of Judges. See Judg. i. 20. 

* 

p 2 pre- 
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preferved a tradition of a very ancient king 
Aras x whom they believed to have been con¬ 
temporary with Prometheus the Ion of Iape- 
tus a . Anadtoron was the temple of Anak- 
Tor, the diluvian bull; Aras is a mere per¬ 
sonification of Ares, the Sun; and Pelops, 
who is lb confpicuoufly, introduced into the 
tnyftic rites of the Anadtes, is a Similar per- 
fonification of P’El-Op, the divine ferpent. 
Accordingly, he is reprefented as being the 
father of Atreus, from whom fprung the 
third race of Diofcori, confiding of Alco, Me¬ 
lampus, and Emolus. Atreus is Adar-As, 
the illujlrious god of fire b ; Alco is Al-Con, 
the divine folar priejl ; Melampus c is M’El- 
Am-Bus', the great folar bull ; and Emolus is 
Am*El, the burning Sun. Paufanias alio no¬ 
tices a colony from Corinth, where fo many 
arkite memorials were preferved, which called 
themfelves AnaSiorii d j and he further afferts, 


a ti’Xiod’f i)i npofAv&et ytvatrSxi tu lamrov kxtoc to* clvtq* 

vov (pcurip Apottru.—Tov <5s Atecxrogov xxXovf/,spov <mpo{ iu o pofut Ilf 

?i 07 roi fcgfjLa MyovtrH Paul. Corinth, p. 143 * 

b . Perhaps Atreus may be the Atri of the Hindoos. See In- 


flit. of Menu, p. 5. and Afiatic Ref. vol. iii. p. 111. in whic^ 
Atri is faid to have travelled into the Weft. 

c Melampus was fuppofed to have firft introduced the Phal¬ 
lic worftiij) into Greece. Vide fupra vol. i. p. 366. note d* 

d - AvOtKTOptOVq CCIFQHtliV 5 KopuSiVP 0*70.4——' Pauf. i. EHacu 

p. 437. It may not b improper to obferve, that this colony 

. 2 - * * 

# * * 
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that, during the reign of the autochthon 
Anak, and his fon Afterius, the whole region 
of Miletus bore the title of AnaSloria e . It is 
obfervable, that AJierius is the very name, by 
which the Cretan Taurus, Italus, Talus, or 


was feated in Acarnania, the ancient land of the Curates. 
AraxTopo, A xaptetnaf x. t. A. Steph. Byzan. p. 127. 

c MiArjatoi & avroi roieih rec ag%an>Tala ‘trfirtr earn Aiyowir* tin 
ymuq pi* fa Avaxropat xaXho&m t«iv yn», Ayxxros ti avro^otoi xm 
Anpiov @acn\ivorro<; rov A yotxrof. Pauf. Achaic. p« 324* It is 
worthy of notice, that Delos, which was fuppofed to have been 
once a floating ifland, and which was famed for the worfhip of 
Latona, Apollo, and Diana, was formerly called AJlcria . (Non- 
ni Dionyf. lib. xxxiii. p. 552.—Anton. Liber. Met. cap. xxxv- 
—Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 4.) According to Hyginus, Afte- 
ria was the daughter of Titan, and was metamorphofed by Ju¬ 
piter firft into a quail, and afterwards into a floating ifland. 
(Hyg. Fab. 53.) The fame ftory is related by Tzetzes, who 
further adds, that Afteria was the After of Latona. (Tzet. in 
Lycoph. ver. 401.) This Afteria, who is defcribed as the 
daughter of Titan, or the diluvian, and who is feigned to have 
been metamorphofed into a floating ifland, is merely As-Tora, 
the arkite heifer of the folar Noah. Accordingly, as the Ark was 

denominated Afteria , fo the god of the Ark was called Afterius 

* 

or Taurus . Hefiod agrees with Tzetzes in making Afteria the 
After of Latona $ but he fuppofes her to have efpoufed Perfes, 
and to have received from Jupiter the higheft honours amidft 
the ftars of heaven. (Hef. Theog. ver. 409.) Hera we find, 
that Afteria is the Moon no lets than the Ark $ • whence fhe is 
reprefented as the confort of Perfes, or the Sun. Yltpcw to* 

A«y«. Schol. in loc. Afteria in (hurt is manifeftly the fame 
as the Phenician Aftartd. Vide fupra vol. i. p. 103. 




\ 
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* 

Jupiter, Was defignated f ; and we are in¬ 
formed by Lycophron, that his temple was 
called AnaSioron: 

- Aiktcuov etg AveMtTCpcv, 

A K p*rr*is A<repa fQetTtiAcnr, S. 

nor lhall we be furprifed at this coincidence, 
when we. find,-that the Cretans were fup- 
pofed to have eftablilhed a colony at Mile¬ 
tus \ There was a town likewife called * 
Anace in Achaia '; and part of the Athenian 
tribe of Hippothoon was denominated Ana- 
cba k . 

The accounts, which are given of the birth 
of Caftor and Pollux, are by no means uni- 
. form. The moft common ftory is, that Le- 
da, the wife of Tyndarus, was debauched by 
Jupiter in the form of a fwan, while at the 
fame time lhe cohabited with her hufband. 

1 

In confequence of this lhe produced two eggs ; 
out of the firft of which proceeded Pollux 
and Helena, who were the children of Jupi¬ 
ter ; and out of the fecond, Caftor and CJy- 

«■ 

f Vide fupra vol. i. p. 404. 

" r 

* Lyc. Caff. ver. 1300. 

h Pauf. Achaic. p. 524. . 

* AtctxT), Steph. Byzan. p..t %%. 

* Atccxaia, Jij/aoj tjj$ 'lmrQ$Q 6 HT*$Qf fv?w. Ibid* 

temneftra. 
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temneftra, who were the' offspring of Tynda- 
rus b Hefiod however, according to the fcho- 
liaft upon Pindar, makes both Caftor and 
Pollux to be the fons of Jupiter; and aflerts, 
that Helena was his daughter, by one of the 
nymphs of the Ocean m . . The fcholiaft upon 
Aratus mentions only one egg, which pro¬ 
duced the Diofcori and Helena \ This I ap¬ 
prehend to have been the original number, 
the addition of the fecond egg being a fubfe- 
quent corruption. But the primitive fable 
ieems to have been moft accurately preferved 
by Tzetzes. He informs us, that Jupiter, 
having changed himfelf into a fwan, enjoyed, 
in that fhape, the perfbn of Nemefis, daugh¬ 
ter of Oceanus °. She produced an egg, and 

1 Gemino owo dicit refpiciens ad cygnum. Duo enim ova pe- 
perifle dicitur Leda, alterum ex Jove, fub fpecie cygni, ex quo 
nati funt Pollux et Helena; alterum ex Tyndaro, ex quo Caf¬ 
tor et Clytemneftra. Schol. in Horat. de Art. Poet. 

■“N * 

m O /u.f r a/*<poTi£tf? A to? siyai yiwaXoyfi.— art Argots art 

Ni/xiaio/f rv)* *EAnn)i», a.’Kkoc SvyotTiga Qxsxts ($yyaTpo$) xx% 

Aiof. Schol. in Pind. Nem. x. ver. 150. The fenfe (hews, 
that T^of ought to be inferted between f2x*a*« and x«», 
though it does not appear in the Scholia. 

“ Kara rot>? TroXAot^ ufxiXncn Ntfxuroy, xarm $1 tnovf Aix Ji 
T9( A»}5)af, Trit *E^iwjg ytnoSaiy xat tov<; Atorxovgovg sp ua Twyovci. 

Schol. in Aral. Phaen. p. 38. 

0 According to the author of the Cyprian verfes, Nemefis 
changed herfetf into a tifh, in order that (he might efcape the 
embraces of Jupiter.—Athen. Deipnof. lib. viii, p. 334. This 

p 4 fable 
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left it in a marfh; where a Ihepherd found 
it, and brought it to Leda. That princefs 
carefully preferred it in an ark; and, in due 
feafon, Helena, Caftor, and Pollux, iflued from 
it p . The fame ftory is related by the fcho- 
liaft upon Callimachus, who adds, that the 
circumftance happened at Rhamnus in At¬ 
tica Tzetzes alfo mentions, that fome my¬ 
thologies feigned, that Jupiter metamor- 
phofed himfelf into a flarj and in that form 
begot the, Diofcori, and Helena r . 

Thefe feveral fables appear to me to admit 

of a very eafy explanation. Perhaps the; beft 

\ 

* 

fable ferves to point out to us the relation, which the hiftoiy 
of Nemefis bears to the deluge. 

P Zft/f ya$> oftotuSstf xvxpu ^.vytvrat N intern rt) flxeatov Svyargt, 
!t( yt)ta us 'Krilov nt otvrrjs ptretSafavatis, *H it Tixot^a uot y if t u 
sAll fltvro XCCTfotlTTS. rict/XIJF it IVgUt, T7) At)i<X XOfAt^ll' i it baptax* 
Sepsinj, e<pv?\UTTS. Xgotu it ru xaSyx om> 'EXiioj ysvvarat tx ra uu 9 
ip us tita p vrailtet i At)ia anr^t(pt. Tttts i$ xcu Karopct xat IIoAt/h&- 
xrip ex ra avrtt (feint uqv yi*irdr t *ai. Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 88. 

*1 'Paptovi iqf aos Attixtis, sp$a rt) Nijxeo-e* o Ztvs avvtxuSivit&tP’ 
ins itixef uotf oztg tvpovaa i A t)ia eStpftxpi, xat «fsCaXt to vg Awa- 

xovpov; xat *£*iwjf. Scbol. in Call. Hymn, ad Dian. ver. 232. 
See alfo Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 9. and Pauf. Achaic. 

P- 533 • 

1 AAAok (h rum evput irogtxots, brtb Zuvs artpt si xarSttf, xat pt- 
yttg Atjia, Karopa xat rioAi^cx^ yma* vftgtt ii xtus* us tfnfttt > 

mv *EAs»ur. Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 88. . La6tantius fays, that 
Leda and Nemefis are the fame perfon, which I am rather in¬ 
clined to doubt. Leda Nemefis. La&.de Fal. Rel. lib. i. 
cap. 21. 

com- 
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commentary upon them is a tradition pre¬ 
ferred by Hyginus, which has already been 
noticed in a former part of the prefent work. 
An egg of a raft fize is faid to haVe fallen 
from heaven into the river Euphrates, and to 
have been rolled by fifties to the bank. Upon 
it perched a dove *; and out of it at length 

proceeded that Venus, who was afterwards 

* 

called the Syrian goddefs *. Mr. Bryant thinks, 
that this egg was the Ark; but I cannot help 
doubting the propriety of fuch a fuppofition. 
In almofi: every oriental cofmogony, the egg 
was a fymbol of the world; and fuch I take 
it to be in the prefent cafe. The circum- 
ftance therefore of its being rolled to land by 
'fifties alludes to its emerging out of the dilu- 
vian waters; and the fable of Venus ifluing 
from it feems only to mean, that the Ark at 
length became vifible, after having been long 
concealed in the midfl: of fogs and clouds, and 
after having been buried as it were in the bo- 
fbm of the vaft deep u . 

/ 

* So Ampelius reads, and not doves in the plural, like Hygi¬ 
nus. Dicitur et in Euphrate fluvio ovum pifcis in ora flumi- 
nis columba aflediffe dies plurimOs, et exclufifle deam benignam 
et mifericordem. Amp. cap. 2. 

* Hyg. Fab. 197.—Vide fupra vol. i. p. 81, 82. 

* u For the reafon why the'Ark, and the Noetic family, were 
placed in the fabulous Hades, though in reality they floated 
upon the furface of the waters, vide fupra voL i. p. 230. The 

Cabi- 
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If wc apply this tradition to the hiftory of 
the Diofeori, we lhall find it a very fatisfac- 
tory folution of their allegorical genealogy. 
Nemefis fignifies vengeance; and relates, I ap¬ 
prehend, like the name Styx, to the vengeance 
of God upon an impenitent world. But, this 
vengeance, while it deltroyed the ancient 
'globe of the earth, produced a fecond. mun¬ 
dane egg, the renovated poftdiluvian world. 
And this fecond mundane egg may be me¬ 
taphorically faid to have, been contained in 
the Ark; inafmuch as the Ark, by compre¬ 
hending within its womb the Noetic family 
and all kinds of animals,’ which were the ru¬ 
diments of the new world, virtually compre¬ 
hended the new world itfelf*. This feems 


Cabiric cave of the Phigalenfian Ceres was another emblem of 
the great central mundane cavity; and the pofition of the god- 
defs within it is exa£tly equivalent to the poiition of Venus 
within the egg.—Vide fupra p. 14. 

x Both this opinion, and the leading idea which pervades the 
whole of the prefent work, is remarkably confirmed by the fecond 
of the Indian Avatar, which, according to Sir Wm. Jones, re¬ 
lates to the hiftory of the deluge. In this Avatar, Vifhnou ap¬ 
pears incarnate in the fhape of a boar, trampling under his feet 
the demon Hayagriva, who is finking beneath the waves of the 
lea. Upon his tufks he fupports a lunette, within the curva¬ 
ture of which is a jeprefenrtation of the earth, embeliifhed with 
trees, mountains, and ckies. {See the print, Maurices HHt. 
of Hind, vok i.) This lunette, I doubt not, is the lunar Ark $ 
and the world is placed within it, for precifely the fame reafon, 

» . that 
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to be the whole that is meant by the fable of 
Leda’s placing the egg of Nemefis in an ark, 
where it remained till it was hatched; when 
the Diofcori and their lifter Helena iftited 
from the Ark, in which they had been con¬ 
fined y . As for Leda, I am perfuaded, that 
fhe is no other than Mylitta, the Aflyrian. 
Venus * ; both their titles fpringing equally 
from Mileda % the goddefs of generation. The 


that Leda is feigned to have placed the mundane egg within 
an ark. The fymbol of a lunette, or an ark ihaped like a 
crefcent, was ufed in the myftical interment of Ofiris, which, 
as I have already {hewn, fignified nothing more than the en¬ 
trance of Noah into his veiTel. To h (vXo* i> ratg Aiyo (aivouc 
O trifdof rot(poas rtfxvoms xaTaamvot^oven Aapraxet pyroiidr). Pint, 
de Hid. p. 368. As for the demon Hayagriva, he is evidently 
the fame as the Egyptian Typhon, a mere perfonification of 
the deluge, from the dreadful ravages of which the Ark was 
preferved by the benign care of providence, till the earth 
emerged from beneath the waters. 

y Neocles of Crotona aflferted, that the egg, out of which 
Helena was produced, fell from the moon. NtoxfoK 0 Kporwia* 

Ttjf spy cctto rvs cthfims mertiv to *o», i| tt t « j * *£A««i> yinjSnweu 

Athen. Deipnof. lib. ii. p. 57. This notion evidently arofe 
from the joint worth ip of the moon and the Ark, when the two 
great fuperftitions were .united. 

* Herod, lib. i. cap. iji- 

* nihil, or NJYT^IO. Hercules Miletus, concerning whoxft 
the old Iriih writers fey fo much, fee ms to be Noah the gene* 
rat or, MHetus is the mafeuline Of Melitta or Mileda; and 
both terms equally allude to the phallic worthip. 

. - name 
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name of her hufband Tyndarus is probably a 
contraction of Tinin-Adar, the illujirious jjh\ 
while Rhamnus, the place where Nemefis re¬ 
ceived the embraces of Jupiter, was fo called 
from Ram-Nus, the lofty Noah b . Caftor is 
Ga-As-Tor, the illujirious folar bull ; Pollux, 
or, as the word is properly written. Polydeu¬ 
ces, is Bola-Dag, the lordly fijh; and Helena 
leems to have derived her name from El-Ain, 
the folarfountain of heat. The Rory of Jupi¬ 
ter’s changing himfelf into a ftar was probably 
invented, after the introduction of the Sabian 
fuperftition; and it is evidently connected 
with the two Itars, which are ufually depicted 
over the heads of the Diofcori c . Fulgentius 
makes even Saturn himfelf the fon of Pollux d ; 
nor lhall we wonder at this circumftance, 
when we confider, that Pollux, Saturn, and 

b Hence Rlamnujia became a title of Rhea, Venus, Ifis, Pro- 
ferpine, or Hecate; all of which are only different perfonifica- 
tions of the Ark, Apul. Metam. lib. xi. cited above vol. i. 

P- - 

c Should the reader be difpofed to adopt the theory of Mr> 

Whifton, that a comet was the natural caufe of the deluge, the 
ftar of Jupiter and the Diofcori will remind him of the falling 
ftar, which the Phenician Aftarte is faid to have beheld in the 
courfe of her travels.—Vide, fupra vol. i. p. 82. note z. 

d Satumus Pollucis filius Opis maritus, Fulg. MythoL 
lib. i. cap. 2. 

Jupi- 
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Jupiter are equally the folar Noah, and that 
their fuppofed defcent from each other is a 
mere genealogical repetition. 

The Diofcori are generally reprefented on 
horfeback, and Caftor is fuppofed to have 
particularly excelled in the equeftrian art. 
This, like moft other fables of the fame na¬ 
ture, is founded upon a perverfion of the 
facred term Hipb, or Hippa. Hence it was 
believed, that their horfes were given to them 
by Neptune®. It is a curious circumftance, 
that the worlhip of the equeftrian Diofcori is 
not unknown in Hindoftan; and it is parti¬ 
cularly worthy of obfcrvation, that the gene¬ 
alogy there afligned to them ferves to fhew, 
how widely the lymbol of the horfe was dif- 
' filled, and how clofely the worlhip of the 
Patriarch was united with that of the Sun, 
and the worlhip of the Ark with that of the 
Moon. 

I 

“ Among the legends concerning the tranf- 
“ formation of Devi, or C>u<n? voXufioptpos,'* 

fays Captain Wilford, “ we find a wild aftro- 

/ 

■* nomical tale in the Nafatya Sanhita, or hifiory 
u of the Indian Cajior and Pollux. In one of 

her forms, it feems, Ihe appeared as Prabha, 

e Neptunum autem pari confilip muner&fie; nam equos his, 
quibus utuntur, donavit. Hyg. Poet. Aftron. lib. ii. cap. 22. 

“ or 
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“ or light t and aiTumed the fhape of Afwini, 
“ or a mare t which is the firft of the lunar 
«* manfions. The Sun approached her in 
“ the form of a horfe, and he no fooner had 
“ touched her noftrils with his, than lhe con- 
“ ceived the twins, who, after their birth, 
“ were called Afwini-Cumarau , or the two 
“ fom of Afwini. Being left by their parents, 
f* who knew their deftiny, they were adopted 
“ by Brahma, who intrufted them to the care 
“ of his ion Dacfha; and under that fage 
“ preceptor, they learned the whole Ayurve- 
da, or Jyftem of medicine. In their early age, 
they travelled over the world, performing 
“ wonderful cures on gods and men; and 
“ they are generally painted on horfeback, in 
“ the forms of beautiful youths, armed with 
“ javelins. At firft, they refided on the Cula 
mountains near Colchi f ; but Indra, whom 
“ they had inftru<fted in the fcience of heal- 
“ ing, gave them a ftation in Egypt near the 
“ river Cali, and their new abode was from 
“ them called Afwiflban. —According to fome 
“ authorities, one of them had the name of 
“ Ajwin t and the other of Cumar ; one of 
“ Nafatya, the other of Dafra: but, by the 


f This affords another proof of the connexion between the 
Hindoos and Colchians. • 

“ better 
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“ better opinion, thofe appellations are to be 
“ ufed in the dual number, and applied to 
“ them both. They are alfo called Afwana - 
“fau, becaufe their mother conceived them 
“ by her noftrils; but they are confidered as 
** united lo intimately, that each feems either, 
“ and they ari often held to be one indivi- 
“ dual deity. As twin brothers, the two 
Dalras, or Cumaras, are evidently the Diof- 
“ cori of the Greeks; but, when reprefented 
" as an individual, they feem to be Efeulapius, 
<* which my Pandit fuppofes to be Afwiculapa, 
“ or chief of the race of Afwi. That epithet 
might indeed be applied to the Sun ; and 
** Efeulapius, according to lome of the weft- 
u ern mythologifts, was a form of the Sun 
“ himfelf. The adoption of the twins by 
u Brahma, whofe favourite bird was the phe- 
“ nicopteros, which the Europeans changed 
“ into a fwan s , may have given rife to the 
“ fable of Leda; but we cannot wonder at 
** the many diverfities in the old mythologi- 
“ cal lyftem, when we find in the Puranas 


* Both Eratolihenes and Hyginus feem uncertain whether 
the bird of Leda was really a fwan. Ovtos ir*» 5 xaAoypu- 
ptyocf, oi kVK»y *»x«£owr».— — x. r. A. Erat. Cataf. 2^. Hunc 
Graeci kvh*o» appellant, quern complures, propter ignotam ill ins 
hiftoiiam, communi genere avium o^m appellaverunt. Hyg. 
Poet. Aftron. lib. ii. cap. 8. 

“ them- 
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“ themielvcs very different genealogies of the 

fame divinity, and very different accounts 
** of the fame adventure fc .” 

The Diofcori then, being Hippian or ark- 
ite gods, are, like the Cabiri, invariably repre- 
fented as favourable to navigators. According 
to Hyginus, the privilege of faving mariners 
from florms at fea was conferred upon them 
by Neptune *; and both Strabo and Arrian 
agree in celebrating them as the protestors of 
feamen k . This imaginary influence, which 
they were fuppofed to poffefs over the tem- 

h Wilford on Egypt.—Afiat. Ref. vol. iii. p. 168. Accord¬ 
ing to Tacitus, the Diofcori Caftor and Pollux were worfhipped 
among the ancient Germans. He does not indeed mention 
their connexion with horfes 3 but, which is a little remarkable, 
he fpeaks of them, exa6tly in the Hindoo ftyle, as being fome- 
times two, and fometimes one. The Germans denominated 
them Aids, which may poffibly be a contra6tion of Al-Ochi, 
the gods of the ocean . Apud Naharvalos antiquae religionis lu- 
cus oftenditur. Praefidet facerdos muliebri omatu, fed deos 'in- 
terpretatione Romana Cafftorem Pollucemque memorant. Ejus 
numinis nomen Aids. Nulla fimulacra, nullum peregrin® fuper- 
ftitionis veftigium. Ut fratres tamen, ut juvdnes venerantun 
Tac. de Mor. Germ. cap. 43. 

1 Neptunum autem pari confilio muner&fle; nam ■■■■ dedit 
poteftatem naufragis faluti efle. Hyg. Poet. A (Iron. lib. ii. 
eap. ‘22. 

b Tovf h Akxtx ovfove tmfittyraq tjj* Sakcuretis x«» 

vut n’Ktorrm. Strab. Geog. lib. i. p. 48. Oi p .%9 Awr* 

xQVpu t otf ‘xarrayov 7/rhui£o/j.s*o^ napyut (pa i»ome»* xcct 'P&PBPTSf 

mpes ymnxt. Arrian. Per ip. Pont. £ux. p. 134. 

► 

pefluQus 
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peftuous ocean, is beautifully defcribed by 
Horace among the Latins, and by Homer 
among the Greeks. 

Dicam et Alciden, puerofque Led*, 

Hunc equis, ilium fuperare pugnis 

# 

Ndbilem; quorum fimul alba nautis 
Stella refulfit, 

' Defluit faxis agitatus humor j 
Concidunt ventij fugiuntque nubes j 
Et minax (lie Di voluere) ponto 
Unda recumbit *. 

1 * • t 

Alcides’ labours, and fair Leda’s twins. 

Fam’d for the rapid race, for wreftling fam’d. 
Shall grace the fong j foon as whofe ftar benign 
Through the fierce temped (hines ferene. 

Swift from the rocks down foams the broken 
furge,' 

: Hufh’d fall the winds, the driving clouds dif- 
perfe. 

And all the threatening waves, fo will the gods, 
Smooth fink upon the peaceful deep. 

Francis. 

% 

' K etropA imroJeLfiov, xeu Af*a/ht[rov TlohvSievxtei, 

'turrets rsue vtu^ets emxfronov tuS’POTruv, 
Slxmopav re vsuv, errs <nrsf%unv ettAAeu 
XstfttPtM Mirth rronov etpUtXl%,W mm 

1 Hor. lib. i. Ode 12. 

VOL. II. ' Q —el 
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—— «i &' tfywrmtt e^unjimv 
Xeu&yrt mepvystrtn «h’ tuS’wo? cufyurree’ 

Avrixa, «? etpyctXtuv etveptav nuvreirwvaa atMmf, 
K vjjutTcL £’ efopsrebv tevx,*if aAos ev 7 riha,yitrirt 
Navrauf m .- 

i 

The Hippian Caftor, and in arms renown’d 
The blamelefs Pollux* to Olympian Jove 
Fair Leda bore. Thefe, when the foaming waves 
In mountains rile, urg’d by the wintery blaft, 
Protection to the mariner afford. 

Soon as they come, winnowing the buxom air 
With golden pinions, ftraight the burly winds 
Ate hufh’d in filence* and the wild uproar. 

Of breakers dafhing on the whiten’d beach. 

Is heard no longer. 

1 ' ^ 

Montfaubon mentions a curious monu¬ 
ment dug up near Efte, reprefenting a vow 
performed to the Diofcori, by Argenidas the 
ion of Ariflogenidas ; in confequence, as one 
might imagine, of his having efcaped the pe¬ 
rils of fhipwreck. The deities are carved 
Handing upon a pedeflal, while Argenidas is 
offering to them two paterae upon an. altar, 
the lower part of which' exhibits a hog in 
bafs-relief. In the back ground is a dif- 
mafted veffel floating . upon the waves; and 
upon the land are four naked figures, which 


m Horn. Hymn, ad Diofcor. 

ap- 

. * 


v 
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appear to have juft emerged from the water. 
Behind them is an Anacion, or temple of the 
AnaSies-Diofcori, as we may conclude from 
the Greek letters KEION yet remaining; and 
over the head of Argenidas is a ferpent. The 
monument has fo much fuffered by the inju¬ 
ries of time, that the features both of the 
deities and their votaiy are entirely oblite¬ 
rated 

The hog, which here makes its appearance,, 
is one of the arkite emblems, as is Efficiently 
evident from the hiftories of Adonis, Ofiris, 
and the Vara Avatar; and the ferpent is 
merely the accuftomed fymbol of the Sun. 
Hence we find, that, in allufion to the folar 
worfhip, the charioteers of Caftor and Pollux 
were called Amphitus and 'Telchius 0 ; the firfl 
of which names is Am-Phi, the oracular Sun; 
while the fecond is a corruption of Tel-Chin, 
the priejl of the folar deity. The maritime 
Diofcori in fine were the fame as the Pheni- 
cian Pataici ; whence, no doubt from an idea 
of their being propitious deities, the fhip, in 
which St. Paul failed from Melita, was de- 


n Supplera. to Montfaucons Antiq. p. 103. 

0 —Amphito et Telchio, Caftoris ac Pollucis aurigis. Plin. 
Nat. Hift. lib. yi. cap. 5. 


Q 2 


corated 
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COrated with the figures of Caftor and Pol¬ 
lux 

I have obferved, that the ftatues of the 
eight great Gods of Egypt were placed in a 
fmall floating ifland, near Bute; which feems 
to have been defigned, as a fort of reprefen- 
tation of the Ark containing the Noetic Og- 
doad. A fimilar cuftom prevailed with re- 
fpe<5t to the Diofcori. The Thalamatians 
maintained, that they were bom in a fmall 
ifland on the coaft of Laconia, not larger than 
a rock, which was denominated Pephnus; 
and their brazen ftatues, each of about a foot 
in length, were placed there in the open air q . 
The name Pepbnus, or P’lph-Nus, the Hipb 
of Noab, fufficiently points out the original 
idea, that was attached to the ifland. 

4 , 

One of the moft remarkable circumftances 

# 

in the mythological hiftory of Caftor and Pol¬ 
lux is their alternate death and revivification. 
According to the fcholiaft upon Pindar, they 

carried off by force Hila'ira and Phebe, who 

• < 

• p A6 ls xxviii. u. 

* Tlttppos tm BuXao’crri* vgoxitTca $s *v?K mrpoec tup fxryaXAtr ev 
flippy Fierro? xat tocvtv to o vofxa. Tt;£$i}va» sprav6a t«$ Ato^xa- 
fov^ (panp ot QocXafAccTcu' rovlo ptp xai AXx^apa tp acrpari ot^i* 
ft vtoptcl. —'Ey ravrv tv ayaty cotra Atoc ntupat ^aXxa, ptsytBoq 

irohata tp vttouB^u tvs wifcs trip . Pauf. Lacon. p. 276. 

were 
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were previouily betrothed to Idas and Lyn- 
ceus; and whofe parents were Leucippus, 
and Philodice the daughter of Inachus r . Idas 
and Lynceus, refenting the injury done to 
their brides, attacked the twin brothers ; and 
Pollux remained the only lurvivor of the bat¬ 
tle s . The {lory however is related fomewhat 
differently both by Apollonius, and Pindar. 
According to thefe writers, the quarrel arofe 
refpe<fling the divifion of a booty conlifting of 
oxen; but its confequences were equally fa¬ 
tal to Caflor, Idas, and Lynceus*. Pollux, 
grieved at the death of his brother, obtained 
from Jupiter the privilege, that they {hould 
alternately live and die. 

' tr 

MgrapeiGofievoi o evva, A- 

Artj;, CLfA.t(MUI TCLV fjLSV 7T0L^et, 7T&TPI QiXlp 


1 Atvxnrirov it not » <triXo^*r? rms ha%e 9 SvyxregBS tyttorro, 

« pa xai Totvraf ccpTrocranss tyyfxctp Aio?K&p6i. Appllod- 

Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 9. It is remarkable, that the third daugh¬ 
ter of Leucippus was called Arfino£; a name, which was alfo 
bellowed upon the arkite Venus, (Strab. GeOg. lib. xvii. 
p. 800-) and which feems to be a corruption of Baris-Noe. 
This Arlinoe was believed by fome, to be the mother of Efcu- 
lapius, (Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 9.) whofe connexion with 
the Diofcori, in the mythology both of Greece and H^ndofttm, 
has been already pointed out. Vide fupra vol. i. p. 99, and 
vol. ii. p. 223. 

Y 

9 Schol. in Pind. Nem. x. ver* 112. 

* Apollod. Bibl., lib. iii. cap. 10. 

'.'if. Q 3 Ah 
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A ii vifmrcUy r&v S 9 vtto KtuS'eri y&i- 

as, tv yvcthauri &epct7rvas, 

Uot/jlov a,[Anmhaunts opoiov. Erst 

Turov, fj Tra/xTrctv B'tos tfju- 

fJLtVCll, OlKtkV T XQCUVM, 

Ether cuavct, Q&ifJbtvv nohu&vxqs 

* 

Ka<ropos ev vjoXffjua. 

Tov yap loos’, aft/pt j Qx<riv zsus x°^ u ~ 
B-eif, trpaariv x/aXMas Xeyx<*s aix/**- 
A-rro Tavyrra issJ'cui- 

ya^m i<kv A vyxeve Sbvos tv ffXexti 
H/mvov. Keivx yap tTrtx^vnav 
Tlanay yever cfeyrarov 

Optfut, 11 . 


~ With conftant interchange, the valiant pair 
One day in high Olympus live, the next 
In the dark realms of Hell. Fraternal love 
Produced this wonderful viciffitude: 

For generous Pollux willingly refign’d 
Half of his birth-right, immortality, 

That haplefs Caftor might again enjoy 
The light of Phebus. Him ftern Idas flew. 
When dire contention for the lowing herd 
Between them rag’d,as in a hollow, oak 
Secure he. fat; but eagle-figbted Lynceus 

. Efpied the chief, and to his brother Ihew’d him. 

• * \ 

•* * 

s. 

r 

This conteft refpedting the oxen is only a re¬ 
petition of the {lory of the Teleboap, and al- 


n Pind. Nem, x. ver. 103. 


hides, 
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ludes, like the rape 1 of Phebe and Hilai'ra, to 
the war between the votaries k of the two great 
fuperftitions: while the defeent of the Diof- 
cori into the infernal regions, and their re¬ 
turn from them into the realms of day, feems 
to be a yet further corruption of the fable of 

the death and revival of Ofiris: or, in, other 

• * 

♦ t 

words, the confinement of the patriarch with¬ 
in the gloom of the Ark, and his fubfequent 
reftoration to the light of heaven. 

I heVe mentioned a tradition, that the an¬ 
cient Orchotaeniahs were excellent horfe- 
men y . This notion arofe from the ftory of 
Erginus having overcome the Thebans in an 
equeftrian battle k ; a legend, the whole of 
which is apparently founded upon a mifcon- 
ception of the terms Orchomenus, The6a, and 
Hippa. Hence we find, that Erginus* who 
was fuppofed to have been the fori of Nep¬ 
tune, is laid to have joined the Argonautic 
expedition, along with his two brothers An- 
ceus, and Polyphemus, or, as he is termed by 
Pindar, Euphemus. 

* 

* The union of the two fuperftitions, as I have already ob- 
ferved, was frequently defcribed under the allegory of a rape. 

* Vide fupra p. 183. 

* Aptrot h twmxot o* Op%optHot. Epytrog yetg Iwira QyCuiovg w- 

xncragt (popa &$roriXi»c tcr%tr, is h avrovf rfrivSipva-tr. Tzet. 

in Lycoph. ver. 874. 

Q 4 -T (Mr 
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. .. T euyetpov as lepetv 

EvQctfMS eA&wv, vies It- 
irctpxx YlemotUivos, 

Tov z3cr Eupujrtt Tirvx &yyartn> 

T ikts Kettpirv vsctp oxfreus a . 

r I 

To the laft of thefe three fons of Neptune 
Apollonius afcribes the fame power of walk¬ 
ing upon the* waves, as that which Orion was 
imagined to have poflefled. : 

’* - 

i 

Tctivct^ov <w t €7n rourt \t7rav IIcAt;^tyw ixctve, 

. Toy poo YlpcretSacovi zJo^ooxsts^oOToy eoTkoov , 

E vf607Tfi Titvqio jjLsy&djmos tsks Kyptj. 

. Keivo? coyff | xeti ttovth stti yXewxoio S’esrxev 

Ol$fJLCLT0S, 0V$S B'OOVf (&<t7TTSV ttoicOf, A AA* 0(TOV 
AKQOlf 

l%yt<ri Teyfopevof J/epyj &e(pcj)fjTo xsAsvS-fa. 

Kdt ctTkoo Svo tzai^s IT oa’Si^AOQyog Ikovto • 

H roi o fjoiy •GsIoXisS’poy uycuua MiXtjroto 
Norptcdstr Epyiyor, o 3* Ip&pcunrif i$o$ 

kyxouog inreploiof Wops £ A/jtfpoo 
'H fjoev vcuwkifif ageo? svxstooovto b . * 

m 

From Tenarus, that yawns with gulph pro- 
fpund, ■ „' 

Euphemus came, for rapid race renowp’d. 

By Neptune forc’d, Europa gave him birth, 
Daughter to Tityus, hugeft fon of earth. 


* Pind. Pyth. iy. vcr. 78. 
b Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 179. 

Whene’er 
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Whene’er he ikimm’d along the watery plain. 
With feet unbath’d he fwept the furging main. 
Scarce brulh’d the furface of the briny dew, 

And light along the liquid level flew. 

Two other Tons of Neptune join’d the hofl:. 

This from Miletus c on the Ionian coafl: 

Erginns nam’d, but that from Samos came, 
Juno’s lov’d ifle, Anceus was his name; 
Illuftrious chiefs, and both renown’d afar 
For the joint arts of lading or of war. 

Fawkes. 

I 

I am inclined to think, that, in this tradition 
of Neptune and his three Ions, we once, more 
recognize the great patriarch and his triple 
offspring. Neptune accordingly is deferibed 
as the eonfort of Europa d , whom we have 

already leen to be the fame mythological 

* 1 
* 

* The reader will recoiled, that the whole region of Mile¬ 
tus was once called AnaBoria, from the helio-diluvian worfbip 
there edablifhed. Vide fupra p. 213. 

4 I have dated, that the continent of Europe did not receive 
its name from Europa, but from the worfhip of Eur>Op, t$i 
Jolar ferpent. Vide fupra vol. i,p. 180. note u. It is proper 
however to obferve, that feveral authors, fuch as Col. Vallan- 
cey, M. Court de Gebelin, and Signor Anton. Vieyra, fuppofe 
Europe to have been fo called from its weftern titnation, rny 
Cgnifies the Wcji 5 and it was indifferently pronounced Gbarb, 
Gbarv, Harb, Warb, Erb , Erab, Europ . In a fimilar manner, 1 
the name, by which the Irilh defignate Europe, is varioufly 
written Aorp, Eorp, Orb, Ear by Arb, Orp. See V allancey’s Vind. 
of Anc. Hid. of Ireland, p. jotf. dt infra. 

cha- 
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character as Ills, Aftart£, or the Ark, Apol¬ 
lonius and Pindar make her the daughter of 
Tityus, who was efteemed the largeft of all 
the progeny of the earth; and fuch no doubt 
he was, for, like Typhon, he i3 merely a per- 
fonification of Tit-Theus, the divine deluge, 
which, as we are informed upon infpired au¬ 
thority, principally iflued from the great cen¬ 
tral abyfs. Ariflotle has preferred a fingular 
, tradition refpedling Anceus, which may pofli- 
bly be a mutilated corruption of a well known 
part of the Noetic hiflory. He is faid to 
have been a hufbandman, and to have planted 
a vineyard ; but he was prevented from en¬ 
joying the fruit of his labour, being llain, ac¬ 
cording to Phcrecydes, in hunting the Cale* 
donian boar 6 . It is not improbable, that this 
boar was originally the fame as that, by 
which Adonis was killed; as that, which 
rent the ark of Ofiris; and as that, into which 
Viftinou is feigned, in the third of the Hin¬ 
doo Avatars, to have transformed himfelf. 

In the courfe of the prefent Diflertation I 
have very frequently had occahon to cite the 
poems attributed to Orpheus, in one of which 
he is reprefented fpeaking in the firft perfon, 
apd giving an account of the various wander- 

.v ( • I - V 

% 

* Schol. ia» Apolk Argon, lib; i. ver. 188. - ^ 

ings 
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ings of the Argonauts. Whoever was the 
author of thefe poems, they certainly contain 
much curious matter relative to ancient my¬ 
thology ; but, as for Orpheus himfelf, Arrfto- 
tle does not fcruple to aflert, that no fuch 
perfon ever really exifted f , which I believe to 
be true, fo far as his legendary hiftory is con¬ 
cerned. Apollonius makes him the fon of 
Eagrus and Calliop& *; but the more general 
opinion is that maintained by Afclepiades, 
that he was the offspring of Calliope and 
Apollo b . ' Orpheus in fad is the fame per- 
fbn as his fuppofed father Apollo, or the foiar 
Noah; and his name is nothing more than 
the compound title Or-Phi, the oracular Sun. 
Hence we fee the reafon, why he was fbme- 
times fuppofed to have been the offspring of 
Menippa *, or Men-Hippa, the Noetic Ark; 

T 

f Orpheum poetam docet Ariftoteles nunquam fuifle. Cic. 
de Nat. Deor. lib. i. cap. 28/ Palephatus makes much the 

fame obfervation. YivJSk x*» 6 tm/ Otfws Palaeph* 

de Incred. Hift. cap. 34. 

* Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 24. 

** Eirau h OfQ»* kolt* fjttp AtfqMapqs ttai KaXAiomsf. 

Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 23. The fcholiaft upon 
Pindar agrees with Afclepiades in Hating the parentage of Or¬ 
pheus. AfroAXwof top Offta (pair 19 tipeu. Schol. in Pind. Pyth. iv. 
Ver * 313. But Piodar himfelf aflents to Apollonius. 

Mminn}? njf vloq, Tzet. Chil. i. Hift. 12. 

Menippa the mother of Orpheus was the fame as the Tangu- 
tian idol Menipi. Vide fupra p. 196. It is not unworthy of 

no- 
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why he makes fa confpicuous a figure in the 
Argonautic expedition; and why he is faid, 
like Bacchus, Hercules, Adonis,. and Ofiris, 
to have defeended into the fabulous infernal 
regions. This perilous enterprife he under¬ 
took for the purpofe of bringing, back, his 
wife, who had died in confcquence of the 
bite of a ferpent, as fhe was endeavouring. to 
efcape the embraces of Arifteus k . I appre¬ 
hend, that the ferpent here mentioned is 
merely the ufual fblar emblem, and that Arif 
teus, however the original circumftances may 
have been diftorted, is Ares-Theus, the divine 
Sun. 1 j .while Eurydiee feems to be the . lame 
as Ifis, Venus, Ceres, or the. Ark, and ac¬ 
cordingly her’ name is compounded of Eurafr- 
Dagah, the belio-arktte fjh. The fable of Or¬ 
pheus drawing the wild beads after him, by 
the fweetnefs of his mufic, is probably no¬ 
thing more than a corrupted tradition of the 

■ .... v r 

i 

■ ’ % * ’ > 

notice, that Apollo, or the fblar Noah, was fometimes termed 

, r ^ 

Smintheus - } a title, of which Min or Menu is the bafis no 1 els 
than it is of Menippa. Smintheiis is ZMin-Theus, the grtat 
Noetic god* See Horn. Iliad'lib. i. ver. 39. 

k Hyg. Fab. 164. 

1 Arift&us, as we have feen above; was fabled to be the foh 
of Apollo by the nymph Cyrene. The whole of the beautiful 

* , * f 

fable concerning him, which is detailed by Virgil, refers to the 
Myfteries celebrated in the cave ’ of the nymphs. Vide infra 
. chap. x. T 

- * k | 

animals 
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animals fpontaneoufly following Noah into 
the Ark; and the ftory of his death being 
occalioned by the Menades, or arkite prieft- 
effes m , is only a repetition of the fimilar le¬ 
gend of Bacchus, Ofiris, and Sita. The pro- 
bajjility of this fuppofition is heightened by 
the general prevalence of the idea, that Or¬ 
pheus was devoted to the abominations of 
the Phallus n , and that he invented the Myf- 

teries both of Hecate, Bacchus, and the in- 

* * * 

femal Ceres °. Thefe were the fame as the 

Samothracian Myfleries of the Cabiri, and 

related to the helio-diluvian idolatry. 

As for the other Argonauts, their names 
are for the moft part mere compounds either 
of folar or arkite titles; and, their feveral ge¬ 
nealogies being entirely mythological, their 
number feems to have been increafed or di- 
minifhed, as it was moft pleafing to the hu¬ 
mour of the poet. Thus, according to Vale- 


m The word Menas, as I have already obferved* is derived 
from Menu. 

n Clem. Alex. Cohort, ad Gent. p. 17.—Arnob. adv. Gent, 
lib. v. v 

0 Qwp h Aiytnjrati nywcn 'Exam* pafar*, xui TiXrrtjr ayovfftp 
trap «TOf *Exarvif, OpQta rfptfft top Gpax* xaruswaaScu tvp t«- 
Atkip fayoiltf. Pauf. Cor. p. 180 . Evpt OpQtvf xai ret Aiqpv&ov 

purvpu 1 , xat T*S«7rla» wtpi 'trip TUtpiap, hanraffSttf vvo tup Mauahtp. 

Apallod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 3. T{* J* jfiopiap AaxtiWi/uoytoi 

atCup fan, vagahplof &Qwp Opftvf. Pauf. Lacon. p. 241* 

* 

rius 



1 


Digitized by ^.ooQie 



S 3 * A DISSERTATION 

/ 

rius Flaccus, and the author of the Orphic 
Argonautics, they amounted to fifty-one ; ac¬ 
cording to Apollonius and Apollodorus, to 
forty-four ; and, according to Hyginus, to 
fix ty-nine. 

Such is the mythological hiilory of the ce¬ 
lebrated expedition to Colchi, the whole of 
which feems to have been founded upon fome 
corrupted traditions of the deluge, united 
with the prevailing notions of the Sabian 
idolatry. 


* * 

CHAP. 



Digitized by ^.ooQie 



* 


ON THE. CABIRI. 339 

I 

CHAP. IX. 

I 

r THE WAR OP THE TITANS. 

V 

« * 

I SHALL now proceed to confider the fa¬ 
bulous hiftory of the Titanic war. Upon 
this point I feel myfelf obliged to differ in toto 

I V 

from the fyftem adopted in the Analyfes of an¬ 
cient Mythology B j being perfuaded, that the 
original Titans were not, in the ilighteft de¬ 
gree, engaged in the building of the Babylo¬ 
nian tower. Some of their defendants no 
doubt were; but whenever thefe are called 
by the defcriptive appellation of 'Titans, we 
jnuft conclude, in order to preferve confiften- 
cy, that they bore the name only on account 
of their devotion to the diluvian or arkite 
worfhip b , precifely in the lame manner as we 
meet with nations denominated, Danai, Ar¬ 
cades, Argives, and Minyee , many ages after 

•« 

• The reader will recolleft, that Mr. Bryant himfelf has 
feen reafon to give up his firft opinion refpe&ing the Titanic 
war. See Preface. " 

b The name appears to have been retained by the Babylon!* 
ans, as a title of honour, a confiderable length of time after the 
flood. Hence the younger Belus, who fee ms to be the fcripta- 
ral Nimrod, is called by Mofes Chorenenfis a Titan king . Mof. 
Chor. Hift. Armen, cap. 9, io« 

that 
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that dreadful cataftrophe, from the events of 
which they derived their feveral titles. A 
negleft of this neceffary diftin&ion has occa- 
fioned much confufion. The exploits of the 
primitive Titans have been afcri'bed to their 
Titanic pojlerity ; the hiftory of the Ark has 
heen transferred to Argos, Hindoftan,or Egypt; 
and the wondrous efcape of the real Minyae, 
the Noetic voyagers, has been corrupted into 
an imaginary expedition from Pagafe to Col- 
chi. In the following Analyfis of the Titanic 
war, I fhall frequently avail myfelf of Mr. 
Bryant’s citations, in order to fhew how very 
different a conclufion may be drawn from 
them; and every remark, which is made, 
will be. equally applicable to the work of Mr. 
Alwood c , who has adopted the whole of 
Mr. Bryant’s theory. 

It has been already obferved, that Sancho- 
niatho makes the. Aletae or Titans contempo¬ 
rary with Agruerus the great god of Phenicia, 
whom I have fhewn to be the fame as the 

i 

patriarch Noah d . It has moreover been in¬ 
timated, that the primitive Titans, who ap¬ 
pear to have derived their name from Tit- 
Ain, the fountains of the chaotic abyfs, were 

1 

e Literary Antiquities of Greece. 

* Vide fupra vol. i. p. 3$, 4 3, 45. 

, the 
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the whole race of mankind, whether pious or 
impious, that lived at the period of the de¬ 
luge. Hence arifes a neceflary diftindtion 
between the Noetic Titans, who are de- 
fcribed as the offspring of Rhea or the Ark, 
and Cronus or Noah; and that daring race, 
who were engaged in actual rebellion againft 
heaven e . Accordingly we find, that the for¬ 
mer of thefe claffes is faid to confift of feven 
perfons, who, with the head of their family, 
Agruerus or Cronus, exa&ly complete the ark- 
ite ogdoad ; while the latter is reprefented as 
a numerous and formidable affociation f . It has 
likewife been {hewn, that Agruerus and Sy- 
dyk are the fame 6 ; and confequently that 
the {even Cabiri, the fons of Sydyk, are the 
fame as the feven Titans. The whole of this 
{yftem appears to be eftablilhed beyond a pof- 
fibility of doubt, both by the circumftance of 
Japhet being actually enumerated among the 
Titanic brethren; and by the afifertion of 
Diodorus, that the Titans were the children 
of Tit£a h , whom Pfeudo-Berofus reprefents 
as being the wife of Noah'. 


e Vide fupra vol. i. p. 80. 
f Hef. Theog. ver. 676. et infra. 

* Vide fupra vol. i. p. jj. 
h Diod. Bibl. lib. iii. p. 190. and lib. v. p. 334. 

1 Unus inter gigantes erat, deorum veneratior et prudentior 
vol. 11. R cundtis. 
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Mr. Bryant cites one of the ancient Sibyls, 
in order to Ihew that the Titans were the 
founders of Babel: but I cannot find that fhe 


urundis, reliquus ex probis erat in Syria. Huic nomen erat 
Noa, cum tribus filiis Samo, Iapeto, Chem 5 et uxorrbus Titca 
magna, Pandora, Naela, et Naegla. Is timens, qua.m ex aftria 
futuram profpedabat cladem, anno 78. ante inundationem, na- 
vem inftar arcae coopertam fabricari coepit. Berof. Ant.,lib. i. 
Fol. 8. I fufped however, that Titea, like Rhea, was not the 
real, but the mythological wife of Noah, in other words the 
Ark. Berofus aflerts, that the was afterwards called Aretk, 
and worshipped in conjundion with the earth. This circum- 
ftance ferves both to Ihew the convertibility of the heathen god- 
deffes, which I have already difeufted at large, and to point out 
to us the reafon, why all the Titanic race are ftyted gegems, or 
earth-born . Aretia is evidently the Hebrew {HN Aretz, the 
earth . The whole paffage from Berofus is very curious. Ne- 
cefie eft igitur nos ex praemiftis confiteri, quod et Chaldaei ct 
Scythae feribunt, ficcato ab aquis orbe, non fuiflie nifi didos 
odo homines in Armenia Saga, et ab his omne hominum ge¬ 
nus in terris feminatum, atque ob id Scythas rede dicereet 
appellare Noam omnium deorum, majorum et minorum, pa¬ 
ttern, et humanae, gentis authorem, et chaos, et femen mundi. 
Titeam vero Aretiam, id eft, terram in quam £emeit chaos po- 
fuit, et ex qua tanquam ex terra cundi prodierunt. Berof. 
Ant. lib. ii. fol. 11. Berofus afterwards mentions, that Titea- 
Aretia was worfhipped under the name of Horcbia , which, as 
we have already feen, was likewife a title of Vefta.. Sicanus 
dpificavit Aretiam, et nominavit earn lingua Janigena Horchiam. 
Ibid. lib. v. fol. 64. Horchia is no other than the Ark. The 
refult of the whole is, that, whether Tit&a be the literal, or al- 
• legorical confort of Noah, fince fhe is deferibed as the motb^ 
of the Titans, they muft neceflarily be the fame as the Cabiri, 
or the arkite family. 

makes 
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makes any fuch declaration : and even if Ihe 
did, I muft doubt whether it would be fuffi- 

# V 

cient to prove his point, becaufe, as I have 
juft obferved, the pofterity of the Titans or 
Minyae bore not unfrequently the fame name 
as their anceftors. The Sibyl indeed very ac¬ 
curately defcribes the building of the tower, 
and the fubfequent difperfion of the Cuthites: 
but I do not lee how a mere defcription of 
thole events can prove their identity with the 
celebrated war of the Titans. It is oblerv- 
able, that Ihe places the era of Babel ten gene¬ 
rations after the deluge; and fuppofes Ura¬ 
nus, and his three Ions Cronus, Titan, and 
Iapetus, to have all flourilhed at that fame 
period. Hence I think it is evident, that lhe 
has confounded together two entirely different 
chronological eras. Uranus and his three 
Ions, or, in other words, Noah and his triple 
offspring, did actually flourilh ten generations 

after the creation: but the tower of Babel, 

* 

in the conftrudling of which the fecond race 
of Titans, the defcendants of the real Titans, 
were alone concerned, was built in the fourth, 
not the tenth generation, fubfequent to the 
deluge. The whole paffage is as follows. 

AAA* oircn?a,v pieyctXoto S'sa TtXeuvrai ctTreiXcti,. 

'Ar orar fiporoi?, oi Tm^yov erevjrctv 

R 2, Xupyi 
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Xoo(H\ $v Arcrvqtvi , o/xotycovoi fjcrctv diretnef, 

K cu (ZxXovr amGtjv sig vpct,m cvrepoBvrct,, 

Avrixct, £ aB’cLvcuog fjceyctXt\v $7re!jfiK$v avctyxviv 
Uvsvfjuwiv ctmap bttbit avs/aoi fjceyctv v\po$’t 7 rv(>- 
yov 

* Piracy, xcu B’yffTQia'iv bit ctXXfjXoig ijtiv cogcrav 
Txyexct toi BaGuXcovct, (Zccroi 7ToXbi uvoft bB'bvto. 

A vra,(> S7T€i irvpyog r €7TB(re, yXarcrou r ctyS’pwr&v 
fog wcXXctg S’yfjrctiy spiBcirSyruy JbaAsxTXg, 
ncLVTo£cL7rcug Qmcucri m<r(>sQoy, currccp dvretcrcL 
Ycucl j3 perm 7rXtj()XTo f&Bpify/xBvay ftcuriXqM' 

Kcu Tore JV ^excunj yeveti fj,epo7rcjv <&yS‘(J607rct)v, 

Ej; &7re(> xuTctxXvcr/xog evri irp(n:Bp\ig yever ctvipug, 
Kcu QcurtXevG’S Kpovog, xcu Trrccv, layrerof re, 
TcUfjg tsxvcl (pepircc xcu Ovpccvx, b^bXcuXbttclv 
AyfycMToi, ycutfg re xcu Ovqctvx vvoftct, S'evreg, 
Ovvbxcc oi 7T^o<p€Pi^oi sarctv fjt,epo7rcov xy^punrm. 

T 'pscrcrcu Jg fieqideg ycufjg xutcc xXfjpoy excugx, 

Kcu (ZcunXevcrev ix&gog typy /xs^og, *Jg fjutx mo ' 
*0(>xoi yag t cyeyovTo 7 rcurpog 9 /xB^sg tb hxcucu. 
T vfvixct TrctTpof TBXsog xpoyog ixsro yypcog, 

Kch p e&ccvsV xcu wcufog wre^ocurifiv opxotn 
Aetyfjv 7roifi<rcurreg, btt <&XXt\Xxg sqiv coqcrccv. 

Of 7r<tvre<r<ri (ipoTomv B%tov (ZcunXfi'i^cc rtf^jv 
Apfet* Kcu jbutxetrotvTQ Kpovog Titclv tb it peg avlxg. 

Avrfi J* b<t (Lfyxfl TrcXBfjUi Truvrwcri fyoTOicrr 
IT parti yccq tb fiforug cumf woXBfxoio xarctgffl* 
Kcu Terrs Tircovsm B'eog xctxov syyvaXt%B k . 

But when the judgments of the Almighty God 

k Sibyll. Orac. lib; iii. p. 323, 

Were 
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Were ripe for execution; when the tower 
Rofe to the ikies upon AiTyria’s plain, 

And all mankind one language only knew : - 

A dread commiffion from on high was given 
To the fell whirlwinds, which with dire alarm. 
Beat on the tower, and to its lowed bafe 
Shook it convuls’d. And now all intercourle. 
By fome occult and overruling power. 

Ceas’d among men : by utterance they drove 
Perplex’d and anxious to difclofe their mind j 
But their lip fail’d them, and in lieu of words 
Produc’d a painful babbling found : the place 
Was hence call’d Babel j by th* apodate crew 
Nam’d from th’ event. Then lever’d far away 
They Iped uncertain into realms unknown: 
Then kingdoms rolej and the glad world was 
fill’d. 

’Twas the tenth age fucceffive, fince the flood 
Ruin’d the former world: when foremod far 
Amid the tribes of their defendants dood 
Cronus, and Titan, and Iapetus, 

Offspring of Heaven, and Earth : hence in re¬ 
turn 

For their fuperior excellence they lhar’d 
High titles, taken both from Earth and Heaven. 
For they were lurely far fupreme; and each 
Rul’d o’er his portion of the vafial world. 

Into three parts divided : for the earth 
Into three parts had been by Heaven’s decree 
Sever’d j and each his portion held by lot. 

No feuds as yet, no deadly fray arofe : 

R 3 For 
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For the good fire with providential care 
Had bound them by an path : and each well 
knew 

♦ v 

That all was done in equity, and truth. 

But foon the man of juftice left the world. 
Matur’d by time, and full of years. He died : 
And his three fons, the barrier now remov’d, 
Rife in defiance of all human ties, 

Nor heed their plighted faith. To arms they 
fly. 

Eager and fierce : and now, their bands com¬ 
plete, 

Cronus ancLTitan join in horrid fray $ 

Rule the great objedt, and the world the prize. 
This was the firft fad overture to blood; 

When'war difclos’d its horrid front; and men 
Jnur’d their hands to flaughter. From that hour 
The gods wrought evil to the Titan race ; 

They never profper’d. Bryant. 

In this tradition, Uranus is evidently Noah, 
and is therefore confounded with the elder 
Cronus of Sanchoniatho j while his three ions, 
Cronus, Titan, and Iapetus, are the younger 
Cronus, the 'Jupiter-Belus, and the Apollo, of 
the Phenician mythologift. Mr. Bryant’s 
fyftem obliges him to declare, that Iapetus 
.had no relation to the fcriptural Japhet; and 
he proves it, by citing the fcholiaft upon Ho¬ 
mer, who mentions that Iapetus was one of 
the Titans. This very citation however de¬ 
cidedly 
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cidedly proves, to my own convi&ion at leaft, 
precifely the reverie; and I conclude, that 
Iapetus was Japhet, if for no other reafons, 
yet for this, becaufe he was a Titan or dilu- 
vian. 

0 • 

I am obliged alfo to diflent from Mr. Bry¬ 
ant’s fuppofition, that Typhoeus .was a per- 

lonification of the tower *. Typhoeus is mani- 
feftly the fame as Typhon m ; but Typhon is 
reprefented as the adverfary of Ofiris Or Noah, 
and is exprefsly declared by Plutarch to be 
nothing more than the fea“. Hence he is 
juftly defcribed by Antoninus Liberalis as a 
malignant demon, the fon of the earth 0 ; be¬ 
caufe, as we learn from the infpired hiftorian, 
the diluvian waters ilfued principally from the 
great central abyfs: hence alfo he is faid to 
have waged war againft the hero-gods p , who 


1 A deference for the great authority of the excellent ana- 
lyft of ancient mythology led me, in a former publication, to 
adopt his opinion with refpeft to Typhoeus 5 but I am now 

A 

compelled to differ from him, by what appears, to me at leaft, 
the force pf truth. See Horae Mofaicae, vol. i. p. 216. 

m This appears from the circumftance of the exploits of 
Typhon being uniformly afcribed to Typhoeus. Compare An¬ 
ton. Lib. Metam. cap. 28. with Ovid. Metam. lib, v. ver. 319. 
n Tt jtpmcb TubScchaaeav. Plut. de Ifid. et Ofir. p. 363* 

0 Tvtym tyepsro yr t $ mo§ SxtfAVP irgoq tcr%v9, Anton. Lib. 

Metam. cap. 28. 

* Anton. Liber. Metam. cap. 28. 

r 4 com- 
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compofed the arkite ogdoad of great deities 
held in fuch high veneration by the Egyptians, 
and who are feigned, in order to efcape his 
rage, to have metamorphofed themfelves into 
different animals, which were afterwards ac¬ 
counted facred: and hence, when Jupiter at 
length ftruck him with his thunderbolt, he 
was fuppofed to have plunged into the fea, 
and ,to have hid himfelf beneath the waves q . 
Ovid accordingly defcribes him as iffuing from 
the loweft parts of the earth, and putting all 
the gods to flight. 

» 

Bella canit Superum ; falfoque in honore gigan- 
tas 

Ponit, et extenuat magnorum fadta deorum. 

EmiJJumque ima de fede Typhoea narrat 

Cselitibus feciffe metum ; cundtofque dedifle 

Terga fug* : donee feffos ^Egyptia tellus 

/ 

. 3 'o T vtyur txpvj/sp savior, xtt\ r,$ctnat rvjr <p\oya sr rn ^oc'Kotoor,. 

Anton. Lib. Metam. cap. 28. This author likewife mentions, 
that Typhon fpoke with the voices of all kinds of animals : 
<bm *? is wanoias Ibid. Perhaps the drowning cries of 
men and beads, united with the roaring of the catara&s, and 
fhe pattering of the rain, may be here alluded to. It is worthy 
of obfervation, that Cadmus, whom I have conjectured to be 
Cadm-On, the oriental Noetic Sun , is introduced by Nonnus 
into the battle between Jupiter and Typhon. He is faid to 
have recovered from Typhon the thunderbolts, which he had 
ftolen from Jupiter, and to have reftored them to their right 
owner. Nonni Dionyf. lib. i. y, 1 8, 21. 

Cepe- 
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Ceperit, et feptem difcretus in oftia Nilus. 

Hue quoque terrigenam venifie Typhoea narrat, 
Et fe mentitis Superos cel&ffe figuris. 

Duxque gregis, dixit, fit Jupiter : unde recurvis 
Nunc quoque formatus Libys eft cum cornibus 
Ammon. 

Delius in corvo, proles Semelei'a capro, 

Fele foror Phcebi, nivea Saturnia vacca, 

Pifce Venus latuit, Cyllenius Ibidis alis r . 

•■s 

The tower no doubt was frequently repre- 
fented under the image of an earth-born gi¬ 
ant, in allufion to the materials of which it 
was compofed: but I do not fee, how it cm. 
with any propriety be deferibed as proceeding, 
like Typhon, from the very loweji regions of 
the globe, and ft ill left how it can be laid to 
have plunged into the Ocean. No flight 

furely of mythological poetry could fo far de- 

♦ 

part from plain matter of fa<ft, as to reprefent 
an abfolute phyfical impoffibility. The wa¬ 
ters of the deluge retired again within the 
recefles of the fea, a circumftance, which ex¬ 
actly correfponds with the. fate of Typhon or 
Typhoeus; but the tower, which was built 
in an inland country, long remained a monu¬ 
ment of divine vengeance. Hefiod mentions, 
that Typhoeus would infallibly have obtained. 


r Qvid. Metam. lib. v. ver, 319. 


uni- 
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univerfal empire, had not Jupiter interpofed: 
in other words, the Noetic ogdoad muft ulti- 
mately have perilhed, no lefs than the wicked 
antediluvians, had not the Almighty checked 
the pride and violence of the waves. The 
language of the poet is very remarkable; and 
he feems to diftinguilh between thofe that 
fuffered, and the arkite gods that efcaped, by 
terming the former mortals t arid the latter 
immortals. Thefe immortals are plainly no 
other, than the eight great gods of Egypt. 

K eu w xev erXero epyov et.fMixa.vov tffum xetvw, 

Kat ksv aye &v*[rowrt, xat ceB’dvaroiriv a.va.f'ev, 

Ei fiti eep o£y votjtre areuretj a,vfyoov re B'eav re, 
%xXwov S’ eSpovnjtre, xcu oQ^ifioV a,ftQi as yeuet 
%f4.epaa.Xeov xovaS*i<re, xeu Ovpetvof evgvs- wrefoev, 
II mas t , ilxeetvx re peat, xeu Tet^reepa. yeu*is. 
Herat S' thr ufSavarouri fieycis areXe filter OXvfi- 

7T0f, 

Opw/ievoio kvaxros, earesev&xfSg Se yctiei. 

K«« ifia. S’ Car ccfitporepuv xarex^v toetSea. arovrov. 

Z evf eirei av xop&vve eov fievos, eiXero a errXa,, 
Bpomiv re, ^s^ott^v ts , xa>i eu&diXoevTa. xegauyov, ■ 
JlXifPev oaf OuXvfiaroio ereiXfievof 
kura,p earei Sy fiiv Scefieure 7rXr\yvyriv ifieurraa, 
Hpiare yvia&ei ? s .— 

That day was teeming with a dire event; 

And o’ er the world Typhoeus now had reign’d 

I 

s Hef. Theog. ver. 836. 

With 
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With univerfal fway, fovereign alike 
Of mortals and of gods *: but from on high 
Jove view’d his purpofe, and oppos’d his power. 
. For with a ftrong and defperate aim he hurl’d 
His dread artillery. Then the realms above. 
The earth with all its regions, then the fea. 

And the Tartarian caverns, dark, and drear. 
Refounded with his thunder. Heaven was 
mov’d. 

And the ground trembled underneath his feet. 
As the God march’d in terrible array. 

Still with frefh vigour Jove renew’d the fight; 
And clad in all his bright terrific arms. 

With lightnings keen, and fmouldering thunder¬ 
bolts, 

0 

Prefs’d on him fore ; till by repeated wounds 
The towering monfttr funk to endlefs night. 

Bryant . 

The reader will recollect, that, in treating 
of the Argonautic expedition, I noticed the 
remarkable affemblage of catafterifms, which 
are placed in, the neighbourhood of the fup- 
pofed Ihip of Jafon. The crow takes his 
Hand upon the back of the fea-ferpent, and 
clofe to him is a cup adapted for facrificial 


1 The words fovereign alike of mortals and of gods I have 
taken the liberty to add to Mr. Bryant's trapflation of this paf- 
fage. They occur in the original, and are abfolutely neceffary 
to the fenfe. 


pur- 
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purpofes; while the fabulous centaur appears 
to be ilTuing from the Argo, and to be bear¬ 
ing upon the point of his lance a vidtim to¬ 
wards the altar, the fmoke of which is depict¬ 
ed as afcending to a triangle. If the voyage 
of the Argo relate to that of the Ark, re- 
fpedting which the reader mull form his own 
, opinion from the preceding obfervations, the 
Mofaical hillory will bell explain the import 
of thefe conllellations. The Centaur will be 
the patriarch ; the altar, that upon which he 
lacrificed j and the triangle, the emblem of 
that Almighty Being, whom he adored. 
Now, it is a curious circumllance, and what 
appears to me indifputably to fix the Titanic 
war to the era of the deluge, that the fcho- 
liall upon Aratus declares, that the gods of 
the Gentiles, or in other words the Noachi- 
dae, made ufe of that very altar for the pur¬ 
pofes of devotion, after they had conquered 
the Titans *. If the gods then be the facred 
ogdoad of Egypt, (and that they are is evi¬ 
dent from the fable of Typhoeus,) and if the 
altar be the altar of Noah; the Titans, who 
were engaged in rebellion againll heaven, 
mull undoubtedly be the wicked antedilu- 


1 To & Svrypiov XiGwunh opQM ifw, J ret XffW&obtifF 
or* ret Tirav&t Kumycmo’xnQ. Schol. in Arat. Phsen, p, 52. 


vians. 
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vians. Eratofthenes and Hyginus have both 
flightly corrupted the original tradition, which 
the fcholiaft upon Aratus has accurately pre- 
ferved, by making the facrifice upon the altar 
precede , inftead of fucceed, the victory over the 
Titans. The former fays, that the gods took 
a folemn oath upon the altar, when Jupiter 
was about to attack the Titans u ; the latter, 
that they took the oath, when they them- 
ielves were about to contend with them x : 
but, notwithftanding thefe variations, by con¬ 
necting the name of this impious race with 
the Noetic altar, they fufficiently point out 
to us the proper explanation of their hiftory. 
The fcholiaft upon Aratus has preferved ano- 


u E^atToaSiwj; h (pyei, raro to Svrr^tov eteat, s<p' a to wgatrov oi 
&oi ovtufjLoo-ian tvrowerarro, ore em ms T»t avetf erpareven o Zivj. 

Schol. in Arat. Phaen. p. 52. Such probably was the true 
reading of Eratofthenes, but it does not at prefent appear in his 
took on the catafterifms. He only mentions the cup of nec¬ 
tar, over which the gods fwore, when Jupiter waged war 
againft Cronus. NixTap* t«to ir» ev J nx^urop 0 1 Seot cvtupocnap 
ttyerro, ore iti K^oor 0 Zev% erparevrep. Cataft. 39* This author 
obferves, that the Centaur is bearing the vi&im to the altar, 
for the purpofe of facrificing it 5 and adds, that it was a greati 
proof of his piety. Er» & to Sypiop tp rea$ X , ? <ri rx'Krta ov t» Svly- 
§iov, 0 Jextt irpocrQtfUP $ vaofp, 0 if* (xtyiro* hop rr,q evreGeuxg otvla. 

Cataft. 40. 

x Ara, in hac primum dii exiftimantur facra et conjura- 
honem fecifle, cum Titanas oppugnare conajentur* Hyg» 
Poet. Aftron. lib. ii. cap. 39. 

thcr 
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ther very curious tradition refpe&ing the al¬ 
tar, which ferves decidedly to confirm the 
propriety of the foregoing remarks. He af- 
ferts, upon the authority of ancient mythic 
writers, that gloomy night placed the altar 
among the conftellations, in pity of the cala¬ 
mities inflicted upon men by the tempeftuous 
Ocean y . 

Hefiod deferibes the Titans, previous to 
their deftrudtion, as contending in battle with 
the giants. Thefe, no lefs than, the Titans, 
I take to be the antediluvian Nephelim of the 
Jewifh legiflator *; and the war between them 
feems to relate to the dreadful ftate of rapine, 
anarchy, profligacy, and lawlefs violence, in 
which mankind were involved, previous to 
the cataflrophe of the deluge. Hence Ly- 
cophron very properly reprefents Jupiter as 
attacking, at the fame time, both the giants 
and the Titans, having firft fwom an irre- 
verfible oath by the waters of the diluvian 
Styx. 

Xrvyof xsAxivqf veurpov, evB’ct, T epfuevz 

ft 


y TtPEfj OTP T\ BTX’^CtVUV XCCX (pVfflXtif aiCTBTOLXy OTI 

x obv^ofAtr*) rw rap ocvSpuirup TocKotxirupxxv th BxXxtIxov xfU/rof 
xax 78 vrecSsf evjfjLexop eSyxsp bxsxpo to 9vtt^xop, Schol. in Arat. 
Phaen. p. 33. 
z Gen. vi. 4. 

OgX&h 
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O fixufjurvs trtvfca eUpB’ir ok sipots - , 

Mtfkav Tiyetnetf, yuwri Tuifyas xse^stt a . 

Tzetzes mentions from Hefiod, that Styx was 
thus peculiarly honoured by Jupiter, becaufe 
lhe affifled him, with all her children, in his 
war againft the Titans b . This evidently 
means nothing more, than that the great 
abyfs poured forth all its ftreams, to execute 
the dreadful purpofe of God againft a hard¬ 
ened and impenitent world c . Tzetzes fur¬ 
ther obferves, that the prince .of the Titans 
was Ophion, and that his confort was Eury- 
nom£ the daughter of Oceanus. Thefe flou- 
rifhed previous to the era of Saturn and Rhea, 
by whom . they were dethroned, and caft 
down into Tartarus d ; whence Apollonius 
very juftly aflerts, what indeed is precifely 

* Lye, Caflan. ver. 706. 
b Tzet, in loc. 
c Vide fupra vol. i. p. 259. 

^ n§o yap K poptt xa\ Psag, OQtvv xav Evpvro/xij i T 8 flxtapov nn 
• iGaaifovov, Ttrapaf xut.xn. Kpopog & top O(fiupct xaraGa- 
top. Pi a & Ti)» Evpvvofiyp xaSaTrahctifaura, xai tfJoatera Tu Tapia- 
tvp Sevp tGaafoiVffup* ovg iraKw 0 Ztvg raplapuaag, t<?X 6 T0 
0 vgftyp p.$p Kpopos avrog xa\ *P«a, $rpo avlvp h Otfiup xa$ 

E vfvpofAyi. Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 1191. This tradition is not 
to be taken in the mod literal fenfe, for the fubjedts of Ophion, 
rather than Ophion himfelf^ were overwhelmed by the waters 
of the deluge. 

cqui- 

\ 
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equivalent to their being thruft down into 
Hell c , that they were overwhelmed beneath 
the waves of the fea. 

s 

H etasv ^ us •uspurov O <ptuv Et/p wopti re 
Unsay is vt(f)oevTos s%av xoctros OuAt i/Airoio’ 

'fls re /3<»j Kay xspmy, 0 ftsv Kpoyu stnaS’s rifttis, 

*H Jif *P e>i, S7rs<rov J 1 ’ evi nvfjuwiv uKeavaio’ 

O i Jfc reus (tetnapsovi 0 sots T tntriv avcwtrov*. 

-He lings. 

How o’er the new created world below. 

On high Olympus’ fummits crown’d with fnow, 
Ophion, and, from Ocean fprung of old. 

The fair Eurynome reign’d uncontroul’d : 

How haughty Saturn, with fuperior fway. 
Exil’d Ophion from the realms of day j 
Eurynome before proud Rhea fled. 

And how both funk in Ocean’s billowy bed. 
Long time they rul’d the bleft Titanian gods. 

■ Fawkes- 

If Saturn then be Noah, of which there cah- 
not be much doubt, the Titans muft be the 
antediluvians, and their overthrow the cata- 
ftrophe of the deluge. It is worthy of ob- 
fervation, that one part of this tradition car¬ 
ries us back to a period anterior to the epoch 

e Vide fupra vol. i. p. 230. 
f Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 303. 

of* 
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of the flood, and reprefents the whole race of 
primitive Titans as fubjeCl to the domination 
of the ferpent-prince Ophion. The legend 
is laid to have been originally brought from 
the Eaft by Pherecydes Syrius: and there is 
fo flrong a refemblance between the charac- 
ter of Ophion, and that of Satan, that Celfus 
could not avoid being ftruck with it; but his 
hatred of Chriftianity induced him to argue 
from it, that the Mofaical hiftory of the fall 
was borrowed from Pagan traditions. He is 
however •well anfwered by Origen, who clear¬ 
ly fhews the great priority of the era of Mo- 
fes to that of either Heraclitus or Pherecy¬ 
des 8 . Upon the whole, it is certainly not 
improbable, that the univerfal fubje&ion of 
the Titans to Ophion may lignify the uni¬ 
verfal corruption of the antediluvians by the 
arts of the infernal ferpent. Hence Cronfh, 
or Noah, is laid to have fucceeded Ophion in 
his kingdom; as Jupiter, who in this cafe 
appears to be Ham, though certainly in many 
inftances he is the fame as Noah h , is fup- 
pofed to have fucceeded Cronus. Milton 
even ventures to conjecture, that Eurynome, 
the confort of Ophion, is the fcriptural Eve. 

g Stilling. Orig. Sacr. book iii. chap. 5. 

h Vide fupra vol. i. p. 15. 

VOL, II. s How- 
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However fome tradition they dilpers’d 
Among the heathen of their purchafe got. 

And fabled how the ferpent, whom they call’d 
Opbion , with Eurynome, the wide 
Encroaching Eye perhaps, had firft the rule 
Of high Olympus, thence by Saturn driv’n 

And Ops, ere yet Diftean Jove was born 

* 

The gradual deterioration of manners, from 
the Paradifiacal era to that of Noah, is ufu- 
alfy exhibited by the poets in the fable of the 
four ages ; all of which are, with the moft 
exadl propriety, placed by Ovid before the 
flood. His account of the laft, or iron age, 
may be confidered as a brief hiftory of thofe 
feuds between the Titans and the giants, 
which were filenced only by the immediate 
vengeance of heaven; arid it is particularly 
obfervable, that he fuppofes their mad at¬ 
tempt to fcale the habitation of the gods to 
have preceded the deluge, though it has fre¬ 
quently, but erroneoufly, been thought to re¬ 
late to the events of the plain of Shinar k . 

* - V 

1 Paradife Loft, book x. ver. 578. 

k Jofephus, with great propriety, afierts, that the antedilu¬ 
vian Nephelim are the fame as the giants of the Greek mytho¬ 
logy. TloXXoi ya.{> ayytXo > ©itf, yvtou^i cv[AfjuytpTtq, i&girag lytr- 
»)<tclv ireu&xq, xui vrarrog vvi^oirratg *aAtf, in t* It ttmpu n* 

wofcSbjfrir* opiota yap roig vtto ytyatlv* XiyopuMf if* EA- 

Xt)wp 9 xcti vtoi fyccrai irapaMoflai, Jofeph. Ant. Jud. lib. i* 
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» 

Jamque nocens ferrum, ferroque nocentius au- 
rum ■ 

Prodierant : prod it bellum, quod pugnat utro- 
que j 

Sanguineaque manu crepitantia concutit arma. 
Vivitur ex rapto, non hofpes ab hofpite tutus. 
Non focer a genero: fratrum quoque gratia 
rara eft. 

Imminet exitio vir conjugis, ilia mariti: ' 
Lurida terribiles mifcent aconita novercx : 
Filius ante diem patrios inquirit in annos. 

Vi£ta jacet pietas : et viigo caede madentes. 
Ultima coeleftftm, terras Aftrsea reliquit. 

Neve foret terris fecurior arduus aether ; 
Adfedtafte ferunt regnum coelefte Gigantas: 
Altaque congeftos ftfuxifle ad ftdera montes. 
Turn pater omnipotens miffo perfregit Olym- 
pum 

Fulmine, et excuffit fubjefta Pelion Ofla 

The iron age fucceeds, and th’ love of gold 
Cries havock, and lets flip the dogs of war. 

Now lawlefs violence reigns, and every right 
Of friendly hofpitality is broken. 

V 

cap. 3. Upon this point he fpeaks the fentiments of his coun¬ 
trymen. “ In the old time, when tie proud giants periftied, the 
** hope of the world governed by thy hand efcaped in a weak 
€< veflel, and left to all ages a feed of generation/* Wifdom of 
Solomon xiv. 6. 

1 Met am. lib, i. ver. 141. 

s 2 A bro- 
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A brother’s murder ftains a brother’s hand ; 

A fon with longing eyes expe&s the death 
Of his own father; and with jealous fcowl 
E’en thofe united in the nuptial league 
Each other’s looks furvey ; while the dire ftep- 
dame 

Infufes deadly poifon in the bowl. 

For unfufpecting infancy prepar’d. 

Treafon hath murder’d piety, and forc’d 
Aftrea to relinquilh earth for heaven. 

Nor were the gods themfelves fecurej forlo! 
The giants ftrove to ftorm the lofty iky. 
Mountain they pil’d on mountain; till at length 
Th’ Almighty Father feiz’d his fiery bolts. 

And fudden defolation midft them hurl’d. 

0 

Pelion on Ofla trembled ; and Olympus, 

With flutter'd fummit, own’d the arm of Jove. 

• m 

It may perhaps be laid, that the thunder 
and lightning, with which the Titans were 
attacked, are no where mentioned by the in- 
fpired hifto/rian in his account of the deluge. 
This is undoubtedly very true, but at the 
fame time there appears to have been an an¬ 
cient tradition, that water was not the only 
inftrument of definition employed againfl; 
the antediluvians. Cedrenus aflerts, that 
God flew many of them with fiery globes, 
and burning thunderbolts; and finding, that 

the 
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the reft remained incorrigible, fwept them 
away at length with the waters of the flood”®. 
I know not upon what authority he men¬ 
tions this circumftance; but it is worthy of 
obfervation, that Ovid precifely accords with 
him. That poet defcribes the deftruftion of 
certain of the antediluvians, who had at¬ 
tempted to fcale the battlements of heaven, 
by the thunder of Jupiter: and from their 
blood he feigns that another race was pro¬ 
duced, who, emulating the crimes of their 
fathers, were buried beneath the waves of the 
deluge. 

, Turn pater omnipotens miffo perfregit Olym- 
pum 

Fulmine, et excuffit fubje&a Pelion Ofla. 
Obruta mole fua cum corpora dira jacerent j 
Perfufam multo natorum (anguine terrain 
Incaluifle ferunt, calidumque animaffe cruorem: 
Et, ne nulla ferae ftirpis mohumenta manerent, 

• In faciem vertifle hominum: fed et ilia pro- 
pago 


m Telut owe oTuyov; jlcm of meet i( trvpet, kui xipetvtett «p**sSir a 
Yifirot i|wg^«n @oLhu,‘ ctwrmo&tfltif it tut wtfiketvrwf xett etitoy 
Sxlat smfi&orrets, xalaxhva fuu fu.Ha, 7avia, rov$ vaflaf i%aioChuorti 0 

Btof. Cedr. Hift. Comp. p. 10. Should the reader be dif- 
poled to admit, with Mr. Whifton, that a comet was the na¬ 
tural caufe of the deluge, thefe fiery globes and burning thun¬ 
derbolts will be very fatisfa&orily accounted for. 

s 3 Con- 
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Contemtrix Superftm, fevseque avidiflima casdis, 
Et violenta fait: fcires e fanguine natos 

--—-At length 

Th* Almighty Father feiz’ d his fiery bolts. 

And fudden defolation midft them hurl’d. 

Tlius fell the mifcreant crew j but from their 

V 1 9 

blood 

Another race arofe, which, like the firft. 

Madly defpis’d the high behefts of heav’n. 

And bath’d their hands in daughter. 

Thefe remarks will prepare us for Hefiod’s 
noble defcription of-the rout of the Titans; 
which Mr. Bryant has applied to the tower 
of Babel, but which feems rather to allude to 

a totally different event. 

* « 

Tirfjygf i ersfjcoS’ev sxctfrrvvAvro ct/yfa^ 
npotpqove&K re, ftw & kfjut eqyov etycuvov 

AfAtycrreqor ietw is '&epta%e 7rovroe cL 7 th^oov 9 

Tfj is [Msy STfJULQcLyvirsv, S7rs<?evs i* xpavoe evpve 
Xeiopwof, 'UJsio&ev i* mvaovelo putxgoe OA v/xirof. 


$mv\ i 9 eifttycrsQoov ixer Ovqclvqv cLfepoena 
KexMfA,eva)T oi is $vvi<rctv fteyctJw ctA&A rprco. 
Ovi 9 <t(> sti Zsve i%ev %w psvofy uXtiCL w th ye 
E i&aq pcsv /xsvsoe 'usXfjvro Qfpvee, ex is re tsmtcw 
$cuve (Zw ctfjuuiif i 9 ct,(> cutt Ovq&vov, tji 9 cutt 
OA ufivni. 


■ Metam. lib. i. ver. 154. 

% 

r 

" / 


kfpet/mm 
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At pcwrrov $<rti%£ ovva%,ctJbv, oi <Jk xspauvti 

lxrttp kfut @P0VTYl TS XOf a/Stpt)7n\ TTOTSCVTO 

Xsipos OL7TO siQcLprii. ' . 

2>uv a ctvtfioi svtxrtv re xoviv &' apta ssipapaytcuv, 

Bf>ovT*iv ts, ^spmrtiv re. Key cuS'clAosvtcL xspcujvoV 
E^h Jk %3-a>v TSaura, Key flxsavoio ptsBpa, 

Hovros r arpvyeros' ms S’ apt/piTrs B'spfies etUrfitf 

Tint vets bonus' <^>Ao£ J* tfspa $uu> ixavsv 
Anrsros' errs 0 aptsqd's xeq itpS’i/iuv ■asp sqvtuv 
Avyrj ptapputtpura x, spawn ts s's^ottiis ts. 


K output, ts S’savrerioy xetTsxsv %<wf ' 

TZxAivSt! 0 ‘s pay ?1 - 

K etf ms ftsv Ttrivets wro ypwos svpvoofitis 
TIs/u*pav, xaq £st/xoitiv sv apyaMomv surety, 

Nixii<rpLvres xspriy CirspBvfivs vrsp sovrets. 

'E.vBa Bsot T iTtjyss inro tjtpoiVTt 

KsxptXpaTet/ - 

Ev- 9 "«. Jk yris hotyspris, xcq Taprapau ijspasnos, 

Ilovrx T etTpvyeroto, XCU OvPCLVX eCS’SPOSKreS, 

‘E fyeitis zaavrav znrycu xcu vssipaT saris °. 

# 

4 

, Firm to their caufe the Titans wide difplay’d 
A well-embodied phalanx: and each fide 
Gave proofs of noble prowefs, and great ftrength. 
Worthy of Gods. The tumult reach’d to hea¬ 
ven, 

* » 

And high Olympus trembled as they ftrove. 

Sea too was mov’d $ and earth aftonilh’d heard 

• Theogon. ver. 676. 

s 4 The 
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The noife and fliouts of deities engag’d. 

High vaunts, loud outcries, and the din of war. 

Now Jove no longer could withhold his ire. 
But rofe with tenfold vengeance: down he 
hurl’d 

His lightning, dreadful implement of wrath, 
Which flafh’d incefiant: and before him mov’d 
His awful thunder, with tremendous peal 
Appaling, and aftounding, as it roll’d. 

,For from a mighty hand it fhap’d its courfe. 
Loud echoing through the vaulted realms of day. 
Meanwhile florms rag’d ; and dufky whirlwinds 
rofe. 

Still blaz’d the lightning with continual glare. 
Till nature languilh’d: and th’ expanded deep. 
And ev’ry ftream, that lav’d the glowing earth, 
. Boil’d with redounding heat. A ruddy flame 
Shot upwards to the fiery cope of heaven. 
Shedding a baleful influence : and the gleam 
Smote dreadful on the Titan bands, whofe eyes 
Were blafted as they gaz’d; nor could they 
Hand 

The fervour, but exhaufted funk to ground. 
The Gods victorious feiz’d the rebel crew. 

And fent them, bound in adamantine chains. 
To earth’s deep caverns, and the (hades of night. 
Here dwell th’ apoflate brotherhood, confign’d 
To everlafting durance : here they fit 
Age after age in melancholy ftate. 

Still pining in eternal gloom, and loft 
To every comfort. Round them wide extend 

The 
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The dreary bounds of earth, and fea, and air. 

Of heaven above, and Tartarus below. 

Bryant. 

I 

Mr. Bryant has omitted one very materi^ 
part of Hefiod’s defcription, which it will be 
proper therefore for me to add, becaufe it 
points out to us very accurately the peculiar 
mode j in which the Titans were punilhed. 
Neptune is faid to have clofed the outlets of 
their prifon-houfe with gates of brafs, fo that 
all pofiibility of efcape was utterly precluded. 

S'foi Tirtiveg inro fieposvrt 
Ktxpt/pcLTai, (ixXiyri A toe ve<peXtiytfitreio, 

Xu^ct) ev evpotvrt, rntXamc ttyaxa, yaxr\s. 

Tflif ux s^itov £<r;' nrvXetc o e7reStixe Tloretfav 
XetXxucts, Ttixos zstpixmeu £ ctfitycrtpuS'ev P. 

Deep in the bowels of the yawning earth. 

The Titan hoft, with adamantine chains. 

Was firmly bound. All exit was denied. 

For Ocean’s lord, with fblid gates of brafs. 

Had clos’d their gloomy prifon. 

1 • 

In this tradition Neptune is evidently the 
great god of the fea, or the patriarch Noah q j 

p Theogon. ver. 729. 

* If the reader choofes rather to confider Neptune as the 
perfonification of the iea, the import of the tradition will dill 
remain precifely the fame. 

and 
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and the gloomy prifon, within which the Ti¬ 
tans are confined, is the dark cavern of the 
vaft central abyfs r . Hence the Orphic poet, 
^in his hymn to the Titans, terms them, with 
great propriety, the ancejiors of our fathers , the 
tnojl remote progenitors of mankind. 

X 

T tripe? 9 ycufjs ts kcu Ovpavov etyXcut tsxvcl, 

'Hftereqav rtpoyom ’ntotrspoov, ycu*if wrevep3 m ev 

Oixotf TctpTctPioHri f.tvx&> X&moz evvcctoirref, 

A qxpu xcu zjrjycu ’GJclvtm fatprav 'Ufohvf4,ox$’&>v* 

* 

N 1 The ancient pagans invariably placed tKeir Tartarus, or 
infernal regions, in the very centre of the globe. To the proofs 
of this, already adduced, (vide fupra chap, v.) the reader may 
add the following. 

H (At* itorv puj/u tf Taft a pot y spot fix, 

TijXi ixp/PaStra* viro in jSipiSpoi, 

EiS* at&mpttcu n whcti nut xathxBoq a 5o?, 

Twaor Ai&tv, oaot ttpavoq er* xtto yaiviq. 

Horn. Iliad, lib. viii. ver. 15. 
The diftindfcion, which Homer here makes between Tartarus 
and Hades, feems to be more poetical than real. At lead the 
only poffible difference between them is this: Tartarus, with 
its braaen foil an4 iron gates, may be the central nucleus (if 
' any fuch exift); and Hades may be the cavernal fpace imme¬ 
diately beneath the fhell of the earth. The reader will find 
fome curious remarks upon Tartarus and Hades in Bp. Horf- 
ley’s Tranfl. of Hofea, p. 157, 200. I fufpedl however, that 
the notion of the pagan infernal regions being a place of pu- 

nifhment arofe entirely from their being the receptacle of the 

% 

Titans, or that impious race which was cut off by the waters 
of the flood. 
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TLivaXtuy 'alfivuv re,xeu 0 ! %3’oya, ycuerstxmv' 

E£ v/xav yap tsar a, wetei yeyea xctrct kor/xey *. 

All hail, ye Titans, children of the earth 
And ftarry heaven, of our departed fires 
Th’ illuftrious progenitors ! Ye, who dwell 
Within the deep recedes of the earth. 

The gloomy realms of Tartarus, all hail! 

From you the toiling race of haplefs men 
Deduce their anceftry ; from you the birds. 

The fcaly tenants of the briny deep, 

The beafts of earth, and all the generations 
Of living things, their origin derive. 

I am much inclined to think, that in this 
paflage the poet has confounded together the 
Noetic Titans, and thofe, who periihed in the 
waters of the deluge. The concluding verfes, 
though not applicable to the latter, are per¬ 
fectly appropriate to the former, being an ap¬ 
parent allufion to the prefervation of the birds 
and beafts in the Ark. 

From thefe general remarks, I {hall pro¬ 
ceed to a more particular confideration of the 
Titanic hiftory. 

The elder Bacchus, as we have already 
feen, is the patriarch Noah ; but a younger 
Bacchus is likewife mentioned, who is cer- 

t 

* {lyran 36. 
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t 

< 

tainly a very different perfon. This circum- 
ftance has introduced much confufion, the 
actions of the one having frequently been 
afcribed to the other. The mythological 
poem of Nonnus principally relates to the 
younger or Indian Bacchus } and, although 
he is confcious of the diftindlion, which I 
have mentioned, yet he more than once 
falls into the error of mixing together their 
relpe&ive hiftories. The poem opens with 
the war between Jupiter and Typhon; 
whom Nonnus defcribes as taking entire pof- 
feffion of the fea, and linking terror into all 
the inhabitants of the vaft deep. In the fe- 
cond book the monfter is fubdued, and peace 
reflored to' the diftradted univerfe. The 

f 

whole of this, as I have before obferved, re- 
■ lates to the events of the deluge. The third, 
fourth, and fifth books contain the fabulous 
hiftory of the houfe of Cadmus. In the 
fixth, a literal account is given of the deluge, 
and of the prefervation of Deucalion in an 
ark : and in the feventh are celebrated the 
loves of Jupiter, and Semele the mother of 
Bacchus. 

With regard to the diftindtion between the 
two Bacchi, Nonnus himfelf fpeaks of an 
elder and a younger Bacchus: the firft of 
whom he reprefents encountering the Titans, 

and 
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and the latter, engaged in battle with the 
giants. 

- . . KfionJeco ysveS'Mi 

Tom xoAuopevii at^vfiuf S’aptij't <povqa; 
TIperGvrtPitf Tmjvctf sirt vspvtspw Aiowtru, 

‘OjtA ortpxr JV ytyctvra? tir try ty ova A icvvcru b 

Hence it is evident, that, if the elder Bac¬ 
chus be Noah, the Titanic war inuft be re¬ 
ferred to the deluge. The poet however is 
guilty of an error in diftinguifhing between 
the giants, and the Titans j for they were 
one and the fame race of impious antedilu¬ 
vians, and confequently the younger Bacchus 
had not the fmalleft connection with them. 
I know that Bochart fuppofes this deity to 
be Nimrod, and derives his name from Bar- 
Chus, thefon of Clous , or Cujh' x \ I am confcious 
alfo, that Mr. Bryant has in a great meafure 
adopted this opinion throughout the third vo¬ 
lume of his Analyfis, and that he refers the 
flight and fufferings of Bacchus to the dif- 
perfion of the builders of Babel: but 1 can¬ 
not believe, that the tyrant of Shinar is ei¬ 
ther the firft, or the fecond Bacchus. The 
whole, that Mr. Bryant brings to prove his 
point, appears to me to relate decidedly to 

t Dionyf. lib. xlviii. p. 822. 
u Boch. Phaleg. lib. i. cap. 2. 

the 
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the elder Bacchus, and to the events of the 
deluge; hence, if this imagined fimilarity be* 
tween their hiftories be removed, there will 
be nothing in common between the younger 
Bacchus, and Nimrod. It is clear, both from 
Arrian, Nonnus, and all the ancient mytho- 
logifts, that this laft deity is the feme as the 
conqueror of India. Now,, we have not the 
leaft reafon to fuppofe, that Nimrod ever in* 
vaded that country; on the contrary, tradi* 
tion almofl univerfelly defcribes him as pe* 
xifhing beneath the ruins of the tower 1 : but, 
if we turn our eyes to the theology of Hin- 
doftan, we fhall find, that Bacchus is there 
called Kama y ; a circumftance, which feems 
indifputably to prove, that be is Raamah, the 
fon of Cufh, mentioned by Mofes, and by no 
means the mighty hunter Nimrod z . Upon 
the whole then we may conclude, that the 
poem of Nonnus relates chiefly to the feconi 
Bacchus, or the Indian Ramaj but that he 
has added a variety of traditions, which are 

applicable only to the JirJl Bacchus, or Noah. 

* 

* Syncel. Chronog. p. 42.—Cedren. Hift. Comp. p. 11. 

y Maur. Hift. of Hind. vol. ii. p. 13 1, 132. 

z “ And the fons of Cufh 5 Seba, and Havilah, and Sabtah, 
<( and Raamah.” Gen. x. 7. The ufual claffical name of 
Nimrod appears to be Orion, or Bolus the younger, and not Bee- 
ebus . 
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In a preceding page I obferved, that the 
fable of Bacchus being torn by the Titans 
feems to be a corruption of the primitive tra¬ 
dition. This I apprehend to have been, upon 
the authority of the Hindoo legend of Maha- 
Deva and Sita, that the allegorical confort of 
Bacchus, or in other words the Ark, burft 
afunder; and that. the hero gods, contained 
■within her womb, were fcattered over the 
face of the whole earth \ Be that as it may, 

. we Univerfally find, that the elder Bacchus 
was the deity torn, by the Titans; and confe- 
quently it rauft follow, that the age of jthe 
Titans is coincident with the era of the de¬ 
luge. Thus Nonnus mentions, that his hero, 
the fecond Bacchus, or Raamah, was a tauri- 
form imitation of the firft, who was the off-. 
fpring of the dracontine Jupiter, and Profer- 
pine b . 


a Vide fupra p. 87. 

b The Dragon in this tradition relates to the fy mbolical wor¬ 
ship of the Sun, which, as we have frequently feen, was adored 
m conjun&ion with the great patriarch. (Vide fupra vol. i. 
P* 190.) Hence Paufanias mentions, that, in the citadel of 
Megara, which was built by Car the fon of Phoroneus, was a 
ftatue of Bacchus-Nudtelius. Pauf. Attic, p. 97. When we 
recollect the connexion.between the deluge, and the hiftory of 
Phoroneus j we (hall have little doubt, but that Nu&elius is 
Nuch-Tel, Noah the Sun . Bacchus was alfo called Nu 3 or, 
*hich is Nuch-Tor, the tauric Noah. 

NyxT^p Tci «■ oMm, ctpfQTnT ckoto^. Eurip. ap. Schol. in 

Soph. 
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H at) yap fievecttvs vtov A lowtrov etsfcuv, 

Tavpotpvss' pufi*!fict, xfi^Mysveof Atowcns, 

Awofiopu Zevymof sypy ttoB'ov v^/ipuSov Z.evf' 

‘Ov tiks Tlepreipeveiit dpaxatreiy A tof «/wj c . 

The title of Zagreus, here applied to the elder • 
Bacchus, Bochart fuppofes to be equivalent 
to the mighty hunter ; and therefore immediate¬ 
ly concludes, that this Bacchus muft be Nim¬ 
rod d . There would have been lome degree 
of plaufibility in the notion, had the epithet 
been given to the younger Bacchus; but fince 
the JirJl of thefe deities, or Noah, bears the 
name, the whole hypothecs muft of courfe 
fall to the ground. The word Zagreus , in 
faft, has not the leaft reference to hunting; 
it is merely Z’Agreus, the great Agruerus e , or 
hujbandman, a title ftridtly and excluftvely ap¬ 
plicable to the patriarch Noah. This elder 
Bacchus, according to Nonnus, was torn afun- 


Soph. Antig. ver. 1163. The fcholiaft upon Sophocles fup- 
j>ofes, that he was fo called from the circumftance of his myf* 
teries being celebrated in the night. I am much inclined to 
think, that that particular time was originally devoted to the 
Bacchic rites, in allulion to the gloom of the Ark $ and that 
both the Greek and the Latin words, which (ignify mgbt, 
namely Nux, and Nox, are equally derived from Nucb, or Noacb. 
c Dionyf. lib. v. p. no. 
d Boch. Phal. lib. i. cap. 2. 

e Agrus, Agruerus , and Agrotes, were all equally titles of 
Noah. Vide fupra vol. i, p. 35, 44. 

der 
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der by the Titans, at the inftigation of -Juno; 
and Jupiter, to revenge his death, flew the 
mother of the Titans, in the region of Bac- 
triana, near the Cafpian fea f . Here we find, 
that the legend approximates yet more nearly 
to the original Hindoo tradition refpedling 
Maha-Deva, and Sita. The mother of the 
Titans is Sita, or the Ark ; and her allegori¬ 
cal death at the hands of Jupiter is the very 
lame circumftance as the dilaceration of Sita. 
What further proves the truth of this fuppo- 
fition, the Hindoos believe, though errone- 
oufly, that the Ark grounded upon the fum- 
mit of C’haifa-Ghar in the region of Badtria- 
na, rather than upon that of the Armenian 
Ararat e . 

The author of the poems attributed to 
Orpheus fuppofes the body of Bacchus to 
have been cut into feven- pieces, the precife 

number both of the Cabiri and the Titans, 

/ 

or in other words of the Noetic family exclu¬ 
sive of their head h ; and this fable is clofely 
connected with the hiftory of the Curetes, 
from whom the Titans are faid to have ob- 


f Dionyf. lib. vi. p. iai. 
g Vide fupra p. 80. 

h *E'?rra nail* psp pipt Oxph. apud Proc. in 

Tim. lib. iii. p. 184. 

vol. 11. t tained 
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tained Bacchus by means of a ftratagem 1 . 
The reafon is obvious; the legend of the 
Curetes, no lefs than that of the Titans, re¬ 
lates to the events of the deluge. After Bac¬ 
chus had been torn, his members were care¬ 
fully collected by Rhea, and joined together 
again k . 

It is evident, that thefe traditions concern¬ 
ing Bacchus are the very fame, as thofe, which 
have been preferved refpeCting Oliris. This 
Egyptian deity is no other than the elder Bac¬ 
chus, or Noah; 

■ A iyxnrrm A towns 

E via. (pomjnifios' O (rttptaof o^ytet, Qeumv . 

But he has not the flightefl connection with 

the younger Bacchus, or Raamah m . Hence 

✓ * 

' Tec yct(> Aimwov fiiyygicc rsXtop etTratSpeor’a' or stffslt vecdec oil #» 
spoit Ay Mnjni 7rsp%optvo*luv Kovpfl up, viroSvplctp TAocpup, eureth m 

cruples vreu$ctgw$iff ip etSvppccffw itroi ii ot T fleepif htweeaup* Clem. 

Alex. Cohor. ad Gent. p. xv.—See alfo Jul. Firra.de Err. Prof. 
Rel. p. 13. 

k MvSohoydlca qti hxGrvrpt<r$ii$ (A*o»y^oj) faro rap Tslawr, ow 

4 

tliSn §raXtp vero tsj? *Pca(. Phorn. de Nat; Deor. cap. 30. 

* Non. Dion. lib. iv. p. 80. 

m I fpeak of the elder Ofiris, for I am perfuaded, that there 
were two Ofirides, as well as two Bacchi, although they have 
not been fo accurately diftinguiihed by mythologies. Thus, 
when Ofiris is faid to have made an expedition into India; 
(Diod. Bibl. lib. f. p. 17.) it is evident, that in this character 

he mud be the fame perfonas theyounger Bacchus, or Raamah: 
. * but, 
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Diodorus Siculus mentions, that Ofiris alfb 
was torn afunder by the Titans “j and that 
his CQnfbrt Ifis rambled over the whole world 
in fearch of his fcattered limbs. From this 
circumftance he deduces the origin of the ne¬ 
farious rites of the Phallus, which equally pre¬ 
vailed in the myfteries both of Ofiris, and of 
Dionufus 0 ; and from the lame fburce arofe 
the dilgufting fable of Priapus, who is faid by 
the Icholiaft upon Apollonius Rhodius, to have 
been the ion of Bacchus and Venus, and to 
have been bom at the city Abarnis p . 

As Ofiris was engaged with the Titans, fo 
he is likewife laid to have been attacked by 
Typhon, or the Ocean, and to have been in- 
clofed in an ark. This happened on the feven- 
teenth day of the month Athyr, when the 


but, when he is defcribed as torn by the Titans, it is equally 
evident, that he is then the elder Bacchus. 

n Bacchus is faid to have been torn by the Titans into feven 
pieces, and Ofiris into fourteen. (Plut. de Hid. p, 368,) It is 
manifeft, that both thefe ftories are in fubftance the fame, for 
the fecond number is merely the reduplicate of the firft. By 
a variation of much the fame nature, the ancient mythologies 
added feven Titanides, and feven Cabirae, to the feven Titans, 
and feven Cabiri. Hence it will follow, that Plutarch’s expla* 
nation of the number fourteen upon phyfica} principles reft* 
upon no folid foundation. 

0 Diod. Bibl. lib. iv. p. 2x4.—-lib. i. p. 19. 
p Schol. in Apoll, Arg. lib. i. ver. 932. 

T 2 fiui 
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fun pafles through the fign of Scorpio q ; which, 
as Mr. Bryant juftly obferves, was the very 
day that Noah entered into the Ark. jOfiris 
then is evidently the patriarch ; and Typhon 
muft neceffarily be, what Plutarch affirms 
he is; the Ocean, not the Babylonian tower, 
as Mr. Bryant has fuppofed. Ofiris moreover 

is connected with the Titans; but Ofiris is 

* * 

Noah; therefore the Titans muft have been 
contemporary with Noah. With regard to 
Horus, the imaginary fon of Ofiris, he appears 
in fa<ft to be the very fame perfon as his fa¬ 
ther r . Hence he is faid to have been con¬ 
cealed from Typhon in the illand near Buio s ; 
to have been torn in pieces by the Titans; 
to have been found dead in the midft of the 
waters; and to have been afterwards reftored 
to life and immortality*. 

I have obferved, that the giants, whom 

t 

* 

3 Plut. de Ifid. et Ollr. p. 356. 

r Vide fupra vol. i. p. 162. 

9 Herod, lib. ii. cap. 156. 

1 EvgEif & oLVTVit (t y* xai to T9j$ eActfctffietf (pftpfutx op, & # 

tbv vtop *f2^oy, t/7 to tup tmGahevSepTa, xcct pexgop BvgsSepra xaS 

v$z]o?j fjw (jLOvtv a,varrj<T<xi Stjo-ctp tij* 4 /V X 7iv > * at r W aBap&wctf 

oroi 9 }out. ptraXaGeiP. Diod Bibl. lib. i. p. 22. Tfhis!* drug of 
immortality, with which Ifis reftored her Ton Horus, forcibly 
reminds us of the Hindoo Amre&a, or water of immortality, 
which was produced after the deluge. See Maur. Hift. of 
Hind. vol. i. p. 585. . 

Non- 

* 

* * 
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Nonnus erroneoufly oppofes to the fecond 
Bacchus, were the fame as the antediluvian 
Titans, or the Nephelim mentioned by Mo- 
fes; and that their bitter quarrels with each 
other were terminated only by the cataftro- 
phe of the deluge. It is remarkable, that 
they make an equally confpicuous figure in 
the mythology of Egypt. Diodorus Siculus 
obferves, that in the days of Ifis, or the Ark, 
were men of a vaft flature, who by the Greeks 
were denominated giants u . Thefe were reck¬ 
oned by fome Gegenis, or children of the earth, 
an appellation, which is likewife -bellowed 
upon the Titans *; and they were generally 
fuppofed to have been all deftroyed in their 
war againft Oflris or Noah, and the confede¬ 
rated deities y . 

To the fame event mufl 'be referred the 
various fabulous encounters of Jupiter with 
the giants; though different nations frequent¬ 
ly fuppofed the feene of action to have lain 


u Ot y at Atyvimot (xvSoXoytiat xaloc rut I<n3or fatxtat ytyotttat 
rttas vrohvtrvfxotl&s ms vwo fxtt rut EXhritut ovoixtt^o^ttttq ytyatlaf, 

Diod. Bibl. lib. i. p. 23. 

* Ehoi ptf at avTVf ynytttts <p*rvrret^at, Ibid, 
y Xv/xfuturut h irapec rots wX«ro»f> oti rots irift rot Aia xat rot 
Otrtptt Stotf irofapot ttru^Ufxitot rrutrts utyp&qaat. Ibid. 

t 3 within 



Digitized by ^.ooQie 



278 A DISSERTATION 

' 

within their own refpedtive territories. Thus, 
Jupiter was faid < to have deftroyed lome of 
his enormous antagonists in Crete; and others, 
•with Typhon at their head, in Phrygia. In 
one of thefe battles, a perfon, named Museus, 
whom the Orphic poet styles the offspring of 
the rejplendent Moon z , or, in other words, of 
the lunar Ark, was believed to have volunta¬ 
rily quitted the caufe of his rebellious bre¬ 
thren, and in return to have received from 
the gods proportionable honours. I have lit- 
' tie doubt but that the virtuous Angularity of 
Noah is here alluded to ; and this fuppofition 
is confirmed by the Signification of the title 
Museus, which feems to be derived from Mu, 
or Mou, water\ Another battle with the 

# t 

giants was feigned to have taken place at Pal- 
lene in Macedonia j and another. in Italy, 
upon the Phlegrean plains b . The general 

2 Vide fupra vol. i. p. 244. 

* Mwt;, to v$ug. Hefych. The word Mou is properly Coptic, 
but it feems to fpring originally from the Hebrew Mi. 

b Qaatt avrov (tom Am) x«* rut ytyatlat put Kpiffa rat 

mgt MwAi tot, x eclat rift fyvytat rovt npt - -avlofwfap** 

yotp ik rut •tro'Ktpctut Movaatot, xat rvyptt upcputut rtputt* xaraMvmr 
tat $ vtro rut Stut dtrarraf rovf atrirafaput out* Xvfr d tat xett «X- 
Xcvf voXsfAovs avlu argot ytyatlat, rtit put Maxtfottat mpt rut IlaAta* 
W, Tuf y IrotXms xotlct to wt^tot to put rraXxtov area tow xaraxtxav 
putov rcwov utopatyro. Hiod. Bibl. lib. V. p. 33B. 
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realon., affigned for their dcftrudtion, was their 
daring impiety towards the gods, and their 
lawlefs exceffes againft men c . 

The fcholiaft upon Pindar varies lomewhat 
from Diodorus Siculus, by placing Phlegra in 
Thrace, and bringing the arkite gods Her¬ 
cules d and Bacchus to the war againft the 
giants e ; while the author of the Orphic 
hymns fiippoles, that the Hippian or arkite 
Minerva alio contributed to their overthrow f . 


c Ko*«0 , S»j>a* h rovq yiyafla/s viro A»o$ ita rrj* rove aXApvf ctf 
Spuirove vretpctvo[j.iotv, xa\ ha, To Tat; rov cupolas imp p;gaiif xut fupo if 
•X’tno&olacsy xarahvXovcBat piv rove vTwcwxiugovf, oirttStu h ro<e vt* 
p* rov hxaiav Ti$i/»*»oift npois* Ibid. p. 339* 

d We have already feen, that Hercules was the great god of 
the Ark ; and accordingly, the Orphic poet plainly calls him a 
Titan M that is a Noetic Titan, as contradiftinguifhed from the 
other antediluvians, 

HpaxAij oCptptoSvptf, fjuyacStns, oXxtpi Titop. Hymn. II. 
e 0>?uypa roTTo? ip Qptzxrj, bpSo ol ytyamc avygsSiicar Cvo $sup—r> 
HgaxXioc row* xa* Aiorvcu cvvt}$orrup, ixpaTwat o» dfoi Tvr ytya»- 

t<vs. Schol. in Nem. i. ver. 100. Stephanus of Byzantium 
alfo places Phlegra in Thrace. (DeUrb. p. 741.) But Vale¬ 
rius Flaccus, (Arg* lib. i. ver. 564.) and Statius, (Sylv. 
lib. iii. p. 95.) agree with Diodorus Siculus. 

f There is precifely the fame uncertainty refpe&ing the 
country, in which Typhon was fuppofed to have been con¬ 
quered, as there is with regard to that, in which the war with 
the giants took place. Tzetzes obferves, that fome fixed the 
overthrow of Typhon in Sicily, fome in Lydia, fome in Cilicia* 
fome in Phrygia, and others in Beotia. (Tzet. in Lycoph. 
ver. 177.) To this lift he might have added, that others again 
fixed it at Nufa in Arabia. (Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 6.) 

t 4 The 
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eypeuov oXereipa, yryemav, 'VmrtXeLTeiftt, 

TqiToymut, Xvrttcct kaxmv, vixifyofe oaiptov S. 

Apollodorus gives a very particular account of 
this battle ; and mentions the names of feve- 

y 

jral of the giants, who were flain either by 
Jupiter, Hercules, or Minerva. One of them 
was denominated ' Poly botes. This monfter 
vainly attempted to efcape the, arm of Nep¬ 
tune, by eroding the waters of the Ocean; 
but the god, feizing a fragment of the illand 
Cos, darted the enormous ipafs at the giant, 
and crufhed him beneath its weight h . It is 
not impofiible, that the flory of Polybotes 
may have been invented for the purpofe of 
describing the difappointed efforts, made by 
fome of the antediluvians, to fave themfelves 
from impending dcftru&ion. 

To the Phlegrean giants I apprehend that 
the Phlegyae were very nearly allied, both 
their hiflories referring alike to the events of 
the flood. The Phlegyae are laid to have come 
from the land of Minyas*, and in the pride 
of their heart to have quitted the city of the 

\ 

The fa& is, that the vanity of each nation appropriated to a 
particular diftri&, an event, in which the whole world was 
equally concerned. 

£ Hymn. 31. 

h Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 6. 

. * Ex Ira M wva$o<; Pauf. Bceot. p. 728. 

Orehov 

¥ 


Digitized by ^.ooQie 



t 


V 


ON THE CABIRI. 381 

Orchomenians k or arkites; which defection 
of theirs from the Minyae or Noachidae proved 
eventually the caufe of their deftrudtion; for, 
like the Phlegrean giants, they were at' length 
deftroyed by the gods with thunder and light¬ 
ning. This tradition feems to have been 
founded upon the feparation of the antedilu¬ 
vian giants or Titans from the family of Noah. 
They refufed to imitate the piety of that pa¬ 
triarch, and were confequently excluded from 
the Ark by their own wickednefs. Nonnus 
fomewhat varies from Paufanias in his account 

of the deftruftion of the Phlegyse; but the 

« 

variation is of fuch a nature as to give addi¬ 
tional probability to the foregoing fuppofition, 
that they were the fame as the Phlegrean gi¬ 
ants and the antediluvian Titans. 

K ou $Aeyi ><ts ore ttolytols ctvepj>i(a)<re S'ctAa-rar,, 

N fitrey oArjv tpiooom cuzppyj'ctz E vwri'xjbwv 

From its deep-rooted bafe the Phlegyan ifle 
Stern Neptune fhook, and plunged beneath the 
waves 

Its impious inhabitants. 

About the fame period happened the Phle¬ 
grean war m , which was fuppofed to have taken 

* Am mrae.* re a toe %poy°p otvro ruv aXKup O^o^evwv vi ro ctv o»a? hoc* 

rohfAvq ol Q'htyvai, Ibid. p. 782. 

1 Dionyf. lib. xviii. p. 319. 

m This is evident from the following combination of cir- 

cum- 
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place during the life of Eetes, king of Colchi, 
and father of Med&a. Hence Apollonius de- 
fcribes that prince as wearing a breaft-plate 
prefented to him by Mars, who had taken, it 
from the Phlegrean giant Mimas. 

K«w rar Aurrtir Te^i ftsv e ?ri&e<rtnv ie?» 

Qooprjxa, raolov, tov ol 7ro^ev e£evagi%etr 

’Stywirepys QAeygeuov A ps wro %sprt Mifieurret B . 

The father of the Phlegyae was fuppoied 
to have been Phlegyas, whom Virgil places 
in the very centre of the myftic Hades®. 
This Phlegyas was the reputed fon of Mars 
by Chryfa the daughter of Almus p , and he 
was clofely connected with the Periian folar 
deity Mithras. According to Phavorinus, the 
worlhip of the gods commenced in Ethiopia, 
or the land of the Cuthites; and the perfbns, 
principally concerned in introducing it, were 


cumftances. The Phlegyae were contemporary with JVfinyas ; 
Minyas and his children were contemporary with Eetes, and 
Eetes was contemporary with the Phlegrean war. Hence I 
think myfelf juftified in conje&uring, that the overthrow of 
the Phlegyae, and the deftru&ion of the Phlegreans, were the 
fame event. 

s 

n Argon, lib. iii. ver. 1224. 

0 Vide fupra vol. i. p. 326. 

P Xfvcrvs h tus Atyu? xof Agctff ym&eu Pauf. 

Baeot. p. 782. 

Phle- 


' Digitized by ^.ooQie 



283 


ON THE CABIRI. 

* \ 

Phlegyas and Mithras 41 . By this however no¬ 
thing more, I conceive, is meant, than that 
the helio-arkite Myfteries were invented by 
Nimrod and his Cuthites. Stephanus of By¬ 
zantium mentions a city of Beotia, which 
from the above-mentioned Phlegyas was 
called Phlegya r . The circumftance is per¬ 
fectly in character; for, as Beotia is limply 
the land of the tauriform Ark, fo both Phle¬ 
gyas and Phlegya are alikC derived from Pe- 
leg, the ocean. Efculapius was of this family, 
being the offspring of Apollo by Coronis the 
daughter of Phlegyas 8 ; in other words, he 
was an arkite deity, and confequently related 
in blood to the impious, no lels than to the 
pious antediluvians. In a fimilar manner, 
and for the very fame reafon, Minyas, the an- 
cellor of the Argonautic Minyae, was fup- 
poled to have been contemporary with, and 
very nearly related to, the Phlegyas*. 

I am perfuaded, that the tradition of the 
linking of the Phlegyan ille is the very fame 
as that of the linking of the illand Atlantis. 

They both, appear to me to allude to one 

« 

q Steph. By tan. de Urb. p. 60. 

r QXtyva, sroAif Boi amett, uv o Qhtyvv tv Aftof xai Xgvtms vet iJbf. 

Steph, Byzan. de Urb'. p. 741. 

* Pauf. Corinth, p. 170. 

* Pauf. Boeot. p. 782, 783. 

great 
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great event, the finking of the old world be¬ 
neath the waters of the deluge, or, if we fup- 
pofe the arch of the earth to have remained 
in its original poiition, the riling of the cen¬ 
tral waters above it. M. Bailly indeed in his 
work upon the Atlantis of Plato, the objedt 
of which is evidently to depreciate the autho¬ 
rity of the fcriptural chronology, labours to 
prove, that the Atlantians Were a very an¬ 
cient northern nation, long prior to the Hin¬ 
doos, the Phenicians, and the Egyptians. 
This point he endeavours to eftabliih by dis¬ 
covering traces of them in the mythological 
hiftories of Greece, Egypt, Phenicia, and Scy¬ 
thia ; and by attempting to fet afide the ac¬ 
count of Plato, that the ifland Atlantis was 

overwhelmed beneath the waves of the Ocean. 

( 

The force of truth however leads him un¬ 
guardedly to maintain, for he doubtlefs did 
not perceive the confequences of fuch a poli- 
v tion, that the Atlantians were the fame as 
the Titans and the giants ; and he even cites 
an ancient tradition, preferved by Cofmas In- 
dico-Pleuftes, that Noah formerly inhabited 
the illand Atlantis, but that at the time of 
the deluge he was carried in an ark to that 
continent, which has ever fince been occupied 
by his pofterity u . Thefe particulars unequi- 

u Lettres fur i'Atlantide. 

vocally 
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vocally point out to us the proper mode of 
explaining the hiftory of the Atlantians. 
This imaginary northern nation of M. Bailly 
was in fadt the whole body of antediluvians, 
who were indifferently termed Atlantians and 
Titans', Atlantians , from their devotion to 
the worfhip of At-Al-As, the divine Sun x , 

• and Titans, from Tit, the deluge. The Noe¬ 
tic family alfo, confidered in the light of an¬ 
tediluvians, bore the very fame appellations 
of Atlantians and Titans ; and the great pa¬ 
triarch himfelf was called, by way of emi¬ 
nence, Atlas and Titan. Accordingly, as the 
deluge was univerfal, fo the legends refpedt- 
ing the Atlantians and the Titans were uni- 
verfal likewile. Hence we find an Atlas in 
Phenicia, an Atlas in Arcadia, and an Atlas 
in the ifland Atlantis. Hence alfo it will 
follow, that the widely-prevailing traditions 
concerning the Atlantians by no means prove, 
as M. Bailly would infinuate, that they were 
a pojldiluvian race, which flourifhed before the 
foundation of the Hindoo, the Egyptian, and 
the Phenician empires: they merely fhew, 
that fbme knowledge of the flood was pre- 
ferved alike in every quarter of the globe. 
The Atlantians were celebrated throughout 


f 


* Vide fupra voL i. p. 10. 
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the whole world; and fo were the Titans* 
the Minyae, and the Argonauts: the caufe 
was precisely the fame in all thefe apparently 
different cafes. 

M. Bailly has faithfully detailed the ac¬ 
count given by Plato of the ifland Atlantis ; 
an account, which perfectly corroborates the 
preceding fuppofition, for it is folely applica¬ 
ble to the antediluvian world. Plato de- 
feribes the firft couple, from whom the whole 
ifland was afterwards peopled, as being formed 
out of the earth; and observes, that the 
country was divided into ten parts, according 
to the number of their pofterity. M. Bailly 
maintains, and very juflly, that the theology 
of Sanchoniatho is the fame as that of the 
Atlantians: hence we may fairly conclude* 
that the Atlantian couple, formed out of the 
earth, are Adam and Eve ; and that the ten 
parts, into which the country was fuppofed 
to have been divided, allude to the ten pri¬ 
mitive antediluvian generations. Plato after¬ 
wards proceeds to deferibe the inhabitants of 
this celebrated ifland. Thefe were at firft: 
remarkable for their piety; and, in confe- 
. quence of it, were the favourites of the gods, 
and enjoyed all the happinefs of' the golden 
age. In procefs of time however they dege¬ 
nerated from their priftine integrity, and were 

guilty 
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guilty of all forts of violence and impurity. 
Jupiter at length, beholding their incorrigible 
depravity, overwhelmed their ifland with the 
waves of the ocean, and utterly deftroyed the 
whole race. If to this tradition we add that 
already mentioned from Cofmas Indico-Pleu- 
ftes, that Noah, at the time of the immerfion 
of the Atlantis, made his efcape in the Ark 
to the prefont continent, we fhall then have 
the whole both of the antediluvian and dilu- 
vian hiftory complete. Confoquently M. Bail- 
ly’s lyftem of a northern nation, long antece¬ 
dent to the empires of Babylon, Egypt, and 
Hindoftan y , appears to be built entirely upon 

9 

%• 

/ 

y The undoubted refemblancej, which exifts between the 
Brahmins and the Druids, mod probably originated from the 
Afiatic extra&ion of the latter. The various Japhetic tribes, 
which peopled Europe, all came out of the widely-extended re¬ 
gions of Tartary $ and many of them, among whom were 
doubtlefi the Celtic Druids, from the neighbourhood of the 
Indian Caucafus. Hence there is nothing very wonderful in 
this mutual refemblance 5 nor can I comprehend how it proves 
the exiftence of a highly poliftied northern nation, different 
from, and long prior to, both the Ce^ts, and the Hindoos. So 
clofe was the connexion formerly kept up between the Scy¬ 
thians and the Hindoos, that the mixed race, which occupied 
the fpace betweeri Scythia proper and India proper, were deno¬ 
minated Indo-Scythians. See Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 174. As 

for the Magogian Scythians, whom Col. Vallancey fuppofes to 

“ * 

be a branch of the ancient loft nation of M. Bailly, they were 
evidently a mere tribe of Tartars, which, like the other tribes 

of 
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this fundamental error, the placing the Atlan- 
tians after, inftead of before, the deluge z . 


of that great family, brought with them into the Weft the he- 
lio-arkite traditions and idolatry of the Eaft. 

z The founder of the Babylonian empire is declared in 
Scripture to be Nimrod, who flourifhed in the fourth genera¬ 
tion after the flood : hence it is fufflciently manifeft, that, ac¬ 
cording to the Mofaical chronology, no poftdiluvian empire 
can have preceded it. If indeed M. Bailly means only the 
later Babylonian empire, namely, that of the Medes and Per- 
flans, hiftory in that cafe is fufflciently explicit in bearing tef- 
timony to the irruptions of the Scythians; (Herod, lib. i. 
cap. 104.) but thefe events happened long fubfequent to the 
foundation of the kingdom of Egypt. M. Bailly, being per- 
fe6tly aware that his hypothefis of the arts and fciences having 
had their origin 'in very high northern latitudes could not be 
admitted, according to theexifting order of things, on account 
of the intenfe cold prevalent in thofe regions, adopts the nota¬ 
ble fyftem of M. Buffon, invented, like his own, for the purpofe 
of invalidating the Mofaical chronology. M. Buffon conjec¬ 
tures, that the centre of the earth is occupied by fire 5 and 
that, in confequence of the gradual wafting of this fire, the 
furface of the globe becomes gradually more cold. Now, as 
no hiftory, that I ever heard of, fuppofes the earth at any pe¬ 
riod of its exiftence to have been a whit more hot than what it 

is at prefent, (for Herodotus, the oldeft pagan hiftorian, gives us 

** * 

no reafon to fuppofe that it was warmer then than now 5 and 
as for the fable of the golden age, it fpeaks nof of an increafe 
of heat, but only of an equability of temperature,) it is evi¬ 
dent, that, according to this hypothefis, the cooling, of the 
earth muft have taken place fo (lowly as to be abfolutely im¬ 
perceptible, and confequently that a moft enormous number of 
years muft have elapfed fince the frigid zone was the moft de¬ 
lightful habitation that the world afforded. I need fcarcely ob- 
ferve, that, if thefe fyftems be founded upon truth, the earth 

muft 
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As the finking of the Phlegyan ifle, and 
the fubmerfion of the illand Atlantis, equally 
relate to the events of the flood 8 ;, fo the 
Chinefe have preferved a precifely flmilar tra¬ 
dition refpe&ing the prefervation of the pious 
Peiruun, and the fate of the ifland Mauriga- 
fima, the Atlantis of the eaftern world. 

“ Maurigaflma,” fays Kaempfer, “ was an' 
“ ifland fatnous in. former ages for the excel- 
“ lency and, fruitfulnefs of its foil, which af- 
“ forded among the reft a particular clay, ex- 
“ ceedingly proper for the making of thofe 
“ veffels, which now go by the name of Por- 
“ cellane or China ware. The inhabitants 
“ very much enriched themfelves by this raa- 
“ nufailure ; but their increafing wealth gave 
“ birth to luxury, and contempt of religion; 

“ which incenfed the gods to that degree, 

“ that by an irrevocable decree they deter- 
“ mined to fink the whole ifland. However, 


mull be many millions of years old, and therefore that the Mo- 
faical chronology mull be falie; the point, which Voltaire and 
his alfociates particularly laboured to prove. See Barruel's 
Mem. of Jacobinifm. 

a The ancients appear to have conlidered a Jmall floating 
illand as a fytnbol of the Ark; while, at the fame time, they 
deferibed the catallrophe of the deluge by the finking of a large 
illand. Some oblervations have already been made upon the 
fmall floating illand;.and the fubj«6t will be more fully re¬ 
lumed hereafter. 

• * — - » * 
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the then reigning king and fovercign of 
** the ifland, whofe name was Peiruun, being 
«* a very virtuous and religious prince, no 
“ ways guilty of the crimes of his iiibjeds, 
“ this decree of the gods was revealed to him 
“ in a dream ; wherein he was commanded, 
“ as he valued the fecurity of his perfon, to 
“ retire on board his {hips, and to flee from 
“ the ifland, as foon as he fliould obferve, 
“ that the faces of the two idols, which 
“ Hood at the entry of the temple, turned 
“ red.—-So preffing a danger impending over 
“ the heads of his fubjedfe, and the ligns 
“ whereby they might know its approach, in 
“ order to fave their lives by a fpeSedy flight, 
“ he caufed forthwith to be made public; 
“ but he was only ridiculed for his zeal and 
“ care, and grew contemptible to his fub- 
“ jedts. Some time after, a loole idle fellow, 
“ further - to expofe the king’s fuperftitious 
“ fears, went one night, nobody obferving 
“ him, and painted the faces of both idols 
“ red. The next morning notice was given 
“ to the king, that the idols’ faces were red: 
“ upon which, little imagining it to be done 
“ by fuch wicked hands, but looking upon it 
“ as a miraculous event and undoubted iign 
“ of the ifland’s deftru&ion being now at 
“ hand, he went forthwith on board his 

«' fhips. 
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" {hips, with his family and all that would 
“ follow him; and, with crowded fails, haft- 
“ ened from the fatal fhores towards the 
“ coafts of the province Foktsju in China* 
“ After the king’s departure the ifland funk ; 
“ and the fcoffer with his accomplices, not 
“ apprehenfive that their frolic would be at- 
“ tended with fo dangerous a confequence, 
“ were fwallowed up by the waves, with all 
“ the unfaithful that remained in the ifland, 
“ and an immenfe quantity of pdrcellane 
“ ware. The king and his people got fafe 
“ to China, where the memory of his arrival 
“ is ftill celebrated by a yearly feftival; on 
“ which' the Chinefe, particularly the inha- 
“ bitants of the fouthern maritime provinces, 
“ divert themfelves on the water, rowing up 
“ and doton in their boats, as if they were 
“ preparing for a flight, and fometimes cry- 
“ ing with a loud voice Peiruuti , which was 
“ the name of that prince. The fame fefti- 
“ val hath been by the Chinefe introduced 
(< into Japan; and is now celebrated there, 
chiefly upon the weftern coafb of this cm- 
* pire 

. It is eafy to fee, that this tradition refpeft- 
ing the ifland Maurigafima is a mere adapta- 


b Ksemjlfer’s Japan, Appendix, p. 13 - 
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tion of tKe fable of the Atlantis to the man¬ 
ners and habits of the Chinefe. The fame 
local appropriation, which fixed the one illand 
in the weftem, fixed the other in the eaftem 
ocean; and, while the Greeks and Phenici- 
ans worfhipped the great folar patriarch un¬ 
der the name of Atlas, the Chinefe revered 
the common progenitor of mankind under 

the title of Peirutm, or P’Arun, the arkite. 

\ ‘ 

As for the deities engaged in the war with 
the giants, I have repeatedly fhewn them to 
be helio-arkite gods, and have difcuffed at 
large the mythological characters of Neptune, 
Minerva, Bacchus, Mars, and Hercules: that 
however of Jupiter has been hitherto only 
touched upon; here therefore will be the 
proper place to enter into a more minute 
confideration of it. 

Under the . name of ’Jupiter, or Hammon, 
the Egyptians certainly worfhipped their pro¬ 
genitor Ham ; but this deity feems moreover 
not unfrequently to be the fame as Noah 
himfelf c . He was equally concerned in the 
contefl with the Phlegreans, the Phlegyas, 
the Titans, and the diluvian monfter Ty- 
phon; and he is generally faid to be the fon 

-of Saturn and Rhea, and to have been bom 
* 

1 

I 

c Vide fupra vol. i. p. *5. 

\ 
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in the DiCtean cave in Crete. Here he was 
committed to the care of the Curetes, or Ca- ; 
biri; who clafhed their fwoids againft their, 
Ihields to prevent Saturn from hearing the* 
cries of the infant d . Other nations however 
claimed the honour of having given birth to 
Jupiter, as well as the Cretans. Among 
thefe we may reckon the inhabitants of Itho-. 
me in MelTenia, who preferved alfo the fame 
tradition refpe&ing the Curetes*; and the ci¬ 
tizens of the Arcadian, town Parrhafia, which 
the ancient Apidancans fly led the Ogygjan bed. 
of Rhea!. Thefe Apidaneans, for fo the Ar-. 
cadians wpre formerly called g , affumed that; 
name in honour of Api-da-Nus, the Noetic 
bull Apis; while their city, in confequence 
of the introduction of the lolar worfliip, was 
denominated Parrhafa , or P’Ares-Aia, the 
land of the Sun. As for the Ogygian or 
oceanic bed of Rhea, it mult primarily have 
denoted mount Ararat, where the Ark firft 

d Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. I. In their time, as we have 
feen, flourifhed the Titans. Diod. Bibl. lib. v. p k 334. 
c Pauf. Meff. p. 361. j 

* E> Js <rs TJappuaiv) P Texev—. 

Callim. Hymn, ad Jov. ver. 10. 

*■ ■ ■ ■ aAAa e Peuj$ 

Slyvyiop xoAi&rt Atr^otvr,f^. Ibid. Ver. 13* 

® oi ctp%cctot Agxct&s. SJchol, in Callim. Hymn, ad 

Jov. ver. 14. 

u 3, grounded 
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grounded and brought forth her mythological 
progeny; whence the Greeks, according to 
their ufual cuftom of applying diluvian tradi- 
tions to their own territory, afterwards tranf* 
ferred the appellation to a town of Arcadia. 
The particular place, where the Arcadians 
maintained that Jupiter was born, was called 
Cretea. This region, near which flowed the 
river Nus h , or- Noah , they affirmed to have 
been the real land of his nativity, and not the 
ifland Crete \ It is remarkable, that, as there 
was a Crete in Arcadia, fo likewife there was 
a city Anodes in Crete k , and a city Arcadia 
in Egypt l . The fadt is, as 1 have frequently 
obferved, that thefe are merely facred de- 
fcriptive titles; for Cretea is Cur-Ait-Ala, the 
land of the burning Sun, and Arcadia is Area- 
D'Aia, the country of the divine Ark. Pau- 
fanias informs us, that it would be almofl: 
impoffible to enumerate every nation, which 
pretended, that Jupiter was born within their 

particular territory”. The reafon of this is 

✓ 

4 * 

h Pauf. Arcad. p. 680. 

1 Xvga Tf £f»l st rtf Avxaw Kgyrsct xoXu/xw}* ntflv & y Kpnrtm 
sr» *f*r*p*f ATro'KKutos ctZums tmxXtiep9 Ha^pecasa* xets Kpifiyp, 
st$* 0 KgtjTvt e %it Xoyot; rpxQhitoti Atx, to X**f l0P riiT0 xai «ti 

rtjt vyaw, aptyiaQyT stan 0* A^ku^s(. Pauf. Artad. p. 678. 

k Agxaths , >wo\ts Kpuryg. Steph. Byzao. p. 166. 

1 A^xahAsyvTrre vro\if. Ibid. p. 167. 

m Ilutr%% (ash stt xaTctp&ixriaaaSas stay wpQ&vjAv&itn avopot, owoaot 

Sirovas 
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obviouswherever the Cabiric priefts were 
fcattered, they carried along with them fome 
traditions of Jupiter, the Titans, and the de¬ 
luge. Thefe, though they equally concerned 
the whole world, the vanity of each people 
conftantly appropriated to their own country. 

The mode, in which the infant Jupiter re¬ 
ceived his nourilhment, is varioufly related. 
Agathocles affirms, that he was nurfed by a 
fow Aratus, in one part of his Pbanomena , 
mentions, that he was fuckled by a fhe- 
goat 0 ; and, in another, by fhe-bears Virgil 
afferts, that he was nourimed by bees q : and 
Mero affigns that office to doves. 

Zsus S' <t(>’ tvi Kpfjry rpetpero fttyoLf, a S' apet rtf 
m 

\ 

H««« M eutapav, o S' etefctro •Ban fitteovt. 

Toy [iev apa reaves wro £aS m eu rpdpov aneu, 
hjdoforHi* Qopexrai air Slxtavoio poaav r . 

This curious fable is alluded to by Homer; 

$ 

StXowi ytna§ou uai rgmQwai wuq* (rfpun Aur. Pauf. Meflen. 
P- 361. 

n Agath. apud Athen. Deipnof. lib. ix, p. 375 - 
e Arat. Phaen, p. 23. 

P Ibid. p. 8. 

** Georg, iv. ver. 149. The mythological import of bee9 
will be con fide red in the next chapter, which treats of the Myf- 
teries. 

r Maero apud Athen. Deipnof. lib. xi. p. 492. 

u 4 and 

V 
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and his fcholiafl, observes, that doves were 
feigned to carry ambrofia to Jupiter, and that 
they flew with it between thofe tremendous 
PlanEii pr Symplegadex, through which the 
Argo was barely navigated with fafety \ 
Hence it appears, that the doves of Jupiter 
are clofely conne&ed with the dove of Jafdn, 
or Noah. As for the fbw, mentioned by 
Agathocles, it was one of the arkite fymbols ; 
whence we find it introduced into the hif- 
tory of Venus and Adonis, and into one of 
the three Indian Avatars, which relate to the 
deluge: while the Ar&i or bears, which were 
fuppofed by lome to have fuckled Jupiter, 
were the bears of the fphere, concerning 
which I have already obferved, that the name 
ArEtos appears to have been corrupted from 
Arc-Theus, the divine Ark. Jupiter then 
being an arkite god, we fhall fee the reafon, 
why he was fometimes flyled Erebus *; and 
why Danae, the mother of Perfeus, was 
feigned to have been brought before his altar 
by Acrifius, in order that fne might be 
obliged to confefs who was the father of her 


8 Tfxpatvtfj rai r a/Aopocrn j* A»V wttrp\ 

Odyfl*. lib. xii. ver. 63. 

firot fx,v§iy,Q)s (fan, Tetf 'rntpregas && Tow IlAa'yxTaM' orirtyti**; air»" 

Au atfjL^poanzv, Schol. in loc. 

* Pauf. 1 Eliac. p. 412. 

child. 
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child u . We fliall alfo perceive, why he was 

% 

intitled the preferver ; why his rites were 
elofely connected with the Myfteries of Ado¬ 
nis at Argos x j and why he is faid by Non- 
nus, in reference to the fymbolical Hippos 
and Hippa, to have embraced Dia, in the 
lhape of a horfe y , a fable, evidently the fame 
as the Hindoo legend concerning fhe inter- 
courfe of the Sun with the goddefs Devi 2 , of 
which name Dia is a mere inflexion. Pau- 
fanias in lhort exprefsly declares, that Nep¬ 
tune, Jupiter, Hercules, and Minerva, were 
all fly led Argtian, or arkite Gods*, though 

i 


u A xvotr,v y.arotyu crvp ru vmh icsr* rov ivo rov Ajo? (3 v[jlq9 . 

Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. iv. ver. 1091. The reader will 
recoiled that this Ercean Jupiter, and the Agamemnon of Ho¬ 
mer, were one and the lame perfon. 

j x Kat A10; «y*> ivruvSa isp09 Xury^o;' xcti to oixtyAa, 

tpruvBoc top A$t>mv al yvtxixtf Agystvp e^t/pomci. Pauf. Corin. 

p ‘ 15<s ' 

y EiraTO? litnot Xtxrgoc mfpa&Si Aiy. Nonni Dionyf, 

lib. vii. p. 134. 

2 Vide fupra p. 222. 

* Near Acacelium in Arcadia was a remarkable aflemblage 

of tl^efe arkite deities : Ceres with her torch 5 Defpena, who 
feems to be Proferpine, with an ark upon her knees $ Diana 5 
Anytus, one of the Titans, from whom, according to Onoma- 
critus, all the fufferings of Bacchus originated ; and, laftly, the 
Caretes, or Corybantes. *H ft** Ayfxvrvp $a&cc tp <ptpe 1 , 

Tv & ingot > x*tfx tTrtGdotojxep stti tvjp Atcnrowctp. *H it Atawotp» 

* 

t* x«i xotAtytEnj* ximp sm tok yopotctp ry it sxiTeu ry 

T« ^ovot; $xaltgv$i9 — IJgos it tu? Atawowc 

* ru 
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their votaries were not agreed, rcfpeding the 
import of the title b . ' 

The preceding remarks upon Bacchus and 
the Titans will prepare us for the coniidera- 
tion of two feveral traditions refpefting that 

deity, which Mr. Bryant has applied, but I 

* 

think erroneoufly, to the difperfion at Babel. 

The firffc of them apparently relates to the 
elder Bacchus, or Noah. This hero-god is 
faid, by Homer, and Nonnus, to have been 
attacked, and put to flight along with his 


ru ayoLX(/.Btn irrjxtt A pvroq, ypp* vv\&fispti •nrafi^ofA.sro^ Qaa h 0 1 
vs^ 7o» ??£©», rgafo >*at Tijf Ascvohccp vvo rtt Avtln, xtt% mat tup T*- 
TOLVUP XaXttfAiPUP kou top Awtop.— Tlaf* St OpopaxpToq vetft I- 

KoJGvp tup Tat clpup to om/a*, Ate nwp rs rvpsSfjxep epytet, putt t\pcu rouq 
Ttwo? T u Awpvcu tup ma&Pipeurup tvointrsp avTovpywf.—'Ta It ff 
K ovpijraq- (wot yap vvo tup ayakjidlup «r«womrra*) xat ra tf Kopv- 

Saptck aTrtipya&fAttQVf tv1 rov 0 * 3 ^ow—. Pauf. Arcad. p. 

This pefpena was highly revered by the Arcadians, and ac- 
counted,the daughter of Neptune. Some efteemed her the 
fame as Ceres, but Paufanias was afraid of revealing the myf* 
tery to the profane. Tatmjp ftoXtr* $tvp ertSuatp 0 i ApxmStq mt 
Asavoivap' Svyefltpet St avlyjp TloattSupoq tipcu fact, xcu Anfmrfoq «r»- 
p&WTpq 0; T ovq voXhovs trip avrt) Aiavupa.-~Tmq St Asavoipnf to om/ai 
tStxra t$ tus ar sktrtpxf yfa$np. Ibid. p. 677* Above the grove 

pf this goddefe was the temple of her father, the Hippian Nep- 

» 

tune. ''Yvtg St to ctkeoq xtu *lm*w IWctiWrof, art vatlpas tijc As* 
nrosnK> vat §sup aXKup uffi ffufMt, Ibid. The name of Dejpe?ia 9 
no lefs than her hi dory, plainly Ihews, that, like Ceres, (he was 
a perfonification of the Ark. Pefpena is Da-Sipena, the decked 

Jbip* 

1 * Pauf. Achaic. p. 583. 

nurfes. 
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nurfes, by Lycurgus. Terrified with the im¬ 
pending danger, he fled over the plains of 
Nufa, and plunged into the waters of the 
Erythrean fea. 


Owe yap Apvavros vios xpartpos A vxoopyos 
Atjv w, os pet B’tourtv erntpavtcunv ept£ev. 

* Os vtcrre ftam/atvoto A iwvcroio TiB’qvas " 

Sevf xttr tiya&tov Nwrtnfiov’ at o ctfta •aaerai 
QwO’Aa xuptat xartxtvav, vrr avfpoipovoio Av- 

xapyu 

Qeivoptevat @X7r\*iyt' Atuvvtros & QoQtjS'tis 
AweS"’ ahos Kara xv/ta" Qens o' wrefoJ'ebTQ 

xotorui 

A 

Audi era, 0 . 


" « 

In a mad mood, while Bacchus blindly rag’d, 
Lycurgus drove his trembling bands confufed 
O’er the vaft plains of Nufa. They in hafte 
Threw down their facred implements, and fled 
In dreadful diflipation. Bacchus law 
Rout upon rout; and loft in wild diftnay 
Plung’d in the deep : here Thetis in her arms 
Receiv’d him, ftmddering at the dire event. 

4 • Bryant , • 


EAttsto yap K qovtava vtqoaovn^etv A vxoopya, 

A tB’t^m warayoto rwrov /3 povtbuov axauv’ 
Tap&ateots at ‘Booero-t Qvyav axtyffros o^mjs 
TAcwxov EpvB’pattis irirtovoraTo xvput B’aXaro^s'' 


c Iliad, lib. vi. ver. I jo. 
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Tcv Jk (derig (2>v&(q cpiAja) Tsvfxpm ayofut, 

Kou fiiv etrct) SvvovTot, zscAv(p\otT<oOio peXoB’px, 

Xf (HTl QlAo^SlVOKTlV A(>Ct,\p flOVTCb^TO N flgBUf d . 

i 4 

-From fierce Lycurgus, 

Bacchus all trembling, as he fled away. 

Call’d on the mighty Erythrean deep 
To yield him ihelter. Thetis heard his cries,, 
And as he plung’d beneath the turbid wave. 
Receiv’d him in her arms : old Nereus too. 
The Arabian god, ftretch’d out his friendly 
-hand, 

And led him darkling through the vaft abylsv 
Of founding waters-. Bryant. 


Lycurgus is ufually thought to have been 
a Thracian prince; but this, like the circum- 
flance of Bacchus plunging into the Ery¬ 
threan fea, is a mere local appropriation. Ly¬ 
curgus feems, in faCt, to be the fame mytho¬ 
logical, character as Lycaon, the wicked king 
of Arcadia; both being equally a perfonifica- 
tion of the great body of impious antedilu¬ 
vians. The introduction indeed of the Ery¬ 
threan fea Ihews evidently, that the ftory is 
of oriental extraction; and completely proves 
the ablurdity of fuppoling Lycurgus ever to 
have been literally a king of Thrace. I ap- 


* 

4 Dionyf. lib. xx. p. 361. 


t 

t 
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prehend in ihort, that the whole fable origi¬ 
nated from the fame fource, as the legend of 
the amphibious monfter Oannes ; who was 
'fuppofed by the Chaldeans to have afcended 
from the waters of the Erythrean fc a, and to 
have inftrudled the aflembled multitudes in 
the hiftory of the cofmogony e . I do not 
fee what connexion it can poffibly-have with 
the events of the Babylonian tower; nor can 
I conceive, why either Nimrod, or his dif- 
perfed Cuthites, lhould be reprefented as hav¬ 
ing plunged into the fea, in order to avoid 
the vengeance of heaven. But if we fuppofe 
Lycurgus f to be a perfonification of the Ti¬ 
tanic antediluvians, and Bacchus to be the 
fcriptural Noah, the import of the tradition, 
will fcarcely require to be pointed out. The 
friendly element, which preferved the patri¬ 
arch, overwhelmed his enemies with inevi¬ 
table deftrudtion. 

As for the nurfes of Bacchus, though 
fpoken of in the plural number, they are all 
equally the Ark; and the reafon, why they 
are defcribed as being more than one, is 


e Syncel. Chronog. p. 29. 

f Lycurgus, and Lycaon, are both derived from Luc, the Sun, 
;in allufion to the folar idolatry of the antediluvians, which wis 
unmixed with the later invention of hero-worfhip. 

mere- 
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* I 

merely ,becauie the fame veflel was defig- 
nated by a variety of different names. Hence 
we are fometimes told, that Hippa was the 
nurfe of Bacchus ; while at other times that 
office is affigned to Mifa, I no. Ills, Nufa, or 
the Hyades. The fables indeed both of the 
infancy of Jupiter, and of the infancy of Bac¬ 
chus, fprung from the very feme allegory. 
As the entrance of Noah into the Ark was 
efteemed his death, fo his egrefs was conli- 
dered as a fecond birth. Hence, in the my¬ 
thology of paganifm, we fometimes find him 
reprefented as an old man, and fometimes a 9 
an infant. 

But, what, in an efpecial manner, decides 
the identity of Noah, and of that Bacchus, 
who plunged into the fea, is the name of the 
place where the event is laid to have hap¬ 
pened. Nufa manifeftly received its appel¬ 
lation from Nufa, the nurfe or Ark of Noah) 
while Dionufus, the proper diftindtivef title of 
the elder Bacchus s , is Dio-Nufus, the god 


s All mythic writers allow the exiftence of an elder and a 
younger deity, both of whom they indifferently call Dionufus 
and Bacchus . In ftri& propriety however the two names ought 
always to be kept entirely diftinft. The elder deity, or Noah, 
is Dionufus or Dio-Nus, but not Bacchus : the younger deity* 
Qt Raam ah the (on of Cufh, is Bacchus or Bar-Chits, but not 
Dionufus, 

Nut. 
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Nus h . In a fimilar manner, and with the 
moft exadt propriety, Nufa is reprefented as 
the fcene of Jupiter’s triumph over Typhon. 
The God yoked his Winged fteeds to his cha¬ 
riot ; and purfiling his enemy as far as mount 
Nufa, attacked him with flaming thunder¬ 
bolts*. We have feen a variety of places, 
called Minoa, fituated in very different coun¬ 
tries, all of which derived their names from 
Minos or Menu, the great patriarch; thus 
alfb, and with the very fame allufion, we find 
a Nufa in Beotia, in Thrace, in Arabia, in In¬ 
dia, in Libya, in Naxus k , in Caria, in Cau- 
cafus, and upon the Nile *. 

I 

u In a former publication I derived the word differently; but 

I now think, that I was miftaken. At the fame time it is not 

« w 

improbable, that fome mutilated traditions of the fall may have 
been blended with the hi dory of Noah. See Hors Mofaics, 
vol. i. p. 95. 

1 A polled. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 6. Winged horfes are aligned 
to Jupiter, as being an arkite or hippian deity. For a fimilar 
reafon, after the union of the two fuperftitions, Pelops is de« 
feribed as riding in a chariot drawn by winged horfes. Hence 
ald> white horfes were deemed facred to Apollo* the Sun. He¬ 
rod. lib. i. cap. 189. lib. vii, cap. 55. Thus the Scythians fa- 
crificed horfes to the orb of day j Herod, lib. i. cap. 216. and 
bite fteeds Were highly venerated both by the Druids, and the 
Perfia&s. Borlafes Cornwall, p. 140, 144. 

k Naxus received its name in honour of Nuach-Zeus, tb* 
god Noah : it was facred to Bacchus, and famed for one of his 
waft celebrated exploits. Steph. Byxan. p. 580.—Apollod. 
Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 5. 

1 H ptv N V9?Ok Sr TKT* X&'pMf 0Q0{, Vf 19 Bouma, KCU GfXXrjf XM 


1 > 


Digitized by ^.ooQie 




304 A DISSERTATION 

9 

The weapon, with which Homer arms 
Lycurgus, is a Bu-Plex, or ox-goad. I think 
it probable, with Mr. Bryant, that the origi¬ 
nal word was Bu-Peleg, though I cannot pre- 
cifely aflent to the fignification, which he af¬ 
fixes to it. The inflexion of Bu-Plex, that 
occurs in the preceding citation from Homer, 
is Bu-Plegi ; and the Hebrew plural of Bu- 
Peleg will alfo be Bu-Plegi. If this com¬ 
pound term be literally tranflated, it will be 
the Jlreams of the ox; or, in other words, the 
diluvian ocean of the tauriform Ark. Peleg, 
as we have feen, is the radical, which equally 
enters into the words Phlegya , Pelafgus, and 
Pelagus; and it appears uniformly to flgnify 


Ap&Gix, xou x&i AtCvjj, xea ,N«^, ova h nro7 Uf, <» K apt a, 

*ct\ tp rv YLctvxctcnct) ogeP birov (S'e rr,cro<;, coq ip NstAa; ru VorafAa). Schol. 

in Iliad, lib. vi. ver. 134. According to Pliny, Scythopolis 
was once called Nufa, from the nurfe of Bacchus. Scythopo- 
Iiri, aritea Nyfam a Libero patre fepulta nutrice ibi. Plin. 
Nat. Hift. lib. v. cap. 18. Hence it will follow, that Nufa is 

the fame mythological chara&er as Hippa, for they are both 

- * 

equally faid to have been the nurfe of Bacchus 3 in other words, 
they are both equally the Noetic Ark. There was moreover a 
JVtf/tf lh Ethiopia, the land of the Cuthites, where the myfte- 
ries of Bacchus were in former times very devoutly celebrated. 
Herod, lib. iii. cap. 97. The Nufa, where Jupiter was fup- 
pofed to have conquered Typhon, is laid by Apollodorus to 
have been' th<* feat of* Bacchus, and the Hvadea. Apollod. Bibl. 
lib. iii. cap. 4.. The mythological hiftory of the Hyades has 
been already .confidered. 



a divi- 
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a divijion occafioned by water ra . The legend 
therefore refpeCting the ox-goad means no¬ 
thing more; than that, when Bacchus, or 
Noah, fled from Lycurgus, he was pursued 
by the mighty ftreams of the Ocean, which 
bore up the Ark upon their furface. 

The fecond tradition, which Mr. Bryant 
alfo applies to the difperfion of the Cuthites, 
feems rather, to allude to fome temporary re- 
verfe of fortune experienced, in' the courfe of 
his celebrated expedition, by Raamah, the 
younger or Indian Bacchus. Mr. Maurice 
mentions a check received by the forces of 
this hero-god, previous to their laft victorious 
conflict with Ravan, king of Ceylon ", which 
I apprehend to be the very event celebrated 
by Nonnus. The brother of Ravan is de- 
fcribed as a mighty giant, but poflefling all 

the attributes of the claflical Morpheus 0 . He 

/ 

m A very ingenious writer, Mr. Catcott, in his* treatife on 
the deluge, annexes this fenfe to the fcriptural name Peleg , in 
whofe days the earth was divided. He fuppofes, that this di- 
vifion was not a partition of the earth into dates and kingdoms, 
hut the violent difruption of America from Africa. 1 will not 
pretend to decide, how far his l'yftem is tenable; but this at 
leaft is certain, that Peleg fignifies a dlvijion by means of inter* 
vening water. 

n Hid. of Hind. vol. ii. p. 244. 

0 Mr. Maurice does not inform us what was the name of 
this gigantic brother of Ravan j but, Ihould it at all approxi- 

vol. ii. x mate 
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took an aftive part in the war againft Rama; 
and fell at length, together with his brother 
and fovereign, by the hand of that conqueror p . 
If now we recur to the Dionyjiacs, we fhall 
find, that Nonnus oppofes to his hero the 
younger Bacchus a prince called Deriades, 
aligning to him, as a fon-in-law and auxi¬ 
liary, a perfon named Morreus; and that, at 
the termination of the war, Deriades is flain, 
like Ravan, and Morreus defperately wounded. 
The pafTage then, which Mr. Bryant cites, 
and applies to the difperfion of the Cuthites, 
is a defcription of the temporary defeat of the 
Bacchanalian army by this Deriades, which, as 
I have juft obferved, I conjecture to be the 
fame event as the check, thatRama experienced 
from Ravan ; and were we pofTefled of any 
tranflation of the Ramayan , the Sanfcreet epic 
poem, in, which are fung the exploits of Ra¬ 
ma, it is not improbable, that it might be 
found to coincide both in this, and in many 
other points, with the Dionyjiacs of Nonnus q . 


mate to that of Morreus, we certainly ipay, in that cafe, con- 
fider him as the prototype of Morpheus. 

P Hift. of Hind. vol. ii. p. 246. 

4 “ The firft poet of the Hindus,” fays Sir Wra. Jones, 
“ was the great Vahnic, and his Rtimayan is an Epic poem on 
“ the fame fubjedt, (viz. the war between Rama and Ravan) 
“ which, in unity of action, magnificence of imagery, and elc- 
gance of. fiyle, far furpalTes the.learned and elaborate work of 

“ Non- 
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Could it only be fatisfaftorily proved, that the 
younger Bacchus is Nimrod, I fliould readily 
aflent to Mr. Bryant’s interpretation of the 
paflage in queftion; but fince he rather ap¬ 
pears to be Raamah, I feel myfelf compelled 
to rejedl it. The paflage cited in the Analy - 
Jis , with the addition only of a few verfes to 
render the fenfe more complete, is as follows. 

B cur<r&(>i$M Jk QccAayyct, JV ctrreor ctof>i Timrav, 

Ae&atxev, ear (rx^or fiAcure ttv^/cov 
O lyofjusvx TTcur&v era irvAemor eejry&v' 

Tsix*v\f/tAoftoio ^iooxo/jubvcu Jk (riSrj^ca 
A<?eor error Ixccvov co7ro<T7rcL$er fjS’co^or vAtfc. 

A rc&eer Jk QxAayyer co^ect xvxAa xeAev&x 
E <rtx ov sv & ct ' kcu ev&ct &cut(>t£ov eir irre^ov Evp#, 

E if fax** Z etyvpoio, 7ra,(> iavre^ior xAi/xct youtjr, 

A i Jk Ner* Tre^cw ccAtif&over, cti Jk B ofnjor 
Bourrct'ptJef xAoveono r . 

Now fled the Bacchic troops, while on their rear 
Hung the fierce vidtor, proud Deriades. * 

u Nonnus, intitled Dionyjiaca , half of which, or twenty-four 
u books, I perufed with great eagernefs, when I was very young, 

“ and {hould have travelled to the conclufion of it, if other 
“ purfuits had not engaged me. I ihall never have leifure t9 
“ compare the Dtonyfiacs with the Ramayan \ but am confident, 
f< that an accurate comparifon of the two poems would prove 
t( Dionyfus and Rama to have been the fame perfon 3 and I 

t 

“ incline to think, that he was Rama, the fon of C,u(h, who 
“ might have eftablilhed the firft regular government in this 
* r part of Alia.” Afiat. Ref. vol. i. p. 258. 
r Dionyf. lib. xxxiv. p. 568. 

x 2 Part 
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Part fought the town; part fled in deep difmay, 

, By different routs, uncertain where they pafs’d. 

Some fought the limits of the eaftern world'; 

Some, where the craggy weftern coaft extends, 

Sped to the regions of the fetting Sun. 

Sore travel others felt, and wander’d far 

* 

Southward; while many fought the diftant 
north, 

All in confufion. , Bryant in part. 

i 

There is yet another peculiarity, which 
tends additionally to prove the identity of the 
younger Bacchus, and the Hindoo Rama. 
The latter of thefe deities is laid to have en¬ 
gaged Hanumat to attend him along with an 
army of apes, in his expedition againft the 
gigantic tyrant of Ceylon s : the former is 
univerfally delcribed as invading India with a 
numerous retinue of Satyrs, Lenie, Thyae, 
Mimallones, and Naiads l . Hanumat him- 
felf appears to be the fame perfon as the claf- 
iical Silenus; who is faid by Diodorus Sicu- 
•lus to have been, the firft king of Nufa, and to 
have had a tail like an ape u . He vvas a con- 


• Maur. Hift. of Hind. vol. ii. p. 239. 

* Strab. lib. x. p. 468. 

u Bibl. lib. iii. p. 203. Both Hanumat and Silenus feera 

to be the fame as Pan, who is faid by Diodorus to have accom- 

% 

panied Ofiris in his expedition to India. (Diod. Bibl. lib. i. 
p. 16.) Pan however I have already lhewn to be in fa& no 
other than Ofiris himfelf, or the Solat Noah. (Vide fupra 
' vol. i. 
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ftant attendant upon Bacchus *; whence 
Nonnus calls the whole retinue of that deity 
by the common name of Silent y . - In a fub- 
fequent age, when Alexander the great invaded 

India, he affedted to imitate the manners of 

« 

vol. i. p. 160.) Hence it is evident, that he is erroneoufly in¬ 
troduced into the hiftory of the younger Oliris, or Raamah. 
The fame remark will apply to Silenus, whom I.fufpeft to be 
equally the patriarch Noah, worfhipped under the title of the 
great lunar or arkite god. The Phenicians termed the Moon 
Lehana , or Luhana: from this word, by omitting the middle 
lyllable, the Latins leem to have formed their term Luna ; and 
the Greeks, by adding to it the particle Za , their appellation 
Sderib. As the feminine Selene was the great arkite Moon, fo the 
mafeuline Silenus was the god of the great arkite Moon. Silenus 
in fhort was the fame as the Deus-Lunus , who was worfhipped, 
according to Spartian, in Carrhae of Mefopotarpia 3 (Spart. 
Comm, in Carac. cap. 7.) and, in reference I apprehend to the 
intoxication of Noah, he was conftantly reprefented as the pa¬ 
tron of drunkennefs. It is worthy of obfervation, that the ex¬ 
cellent mythological poet Virgil puts into his mouth a fong 
refpe&ing Chaos, Saturn, Pyrrha, and Deucalion, which is evi¬ 
dently borrowed from the fimilar fongs aferibed to Orpheus, 
(Compare Virg. Bucol. vi. ver. 31.—Orph. Argon, ver. 12,— 
Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 496.) Laftly, what feems indifpnta- 
bly to prove his identity with Noah, he is faid by Diodorus to 
have been the firft king of Nufa, or the Noetic Ark. 

, x Diod. Sic. Bibl. lib. iv. p. 212. 

y Dionyf. lib. xxix. p. 469. Thefe Sileni were the fame as 
the Satyrs, (Nonni Dionyf. lib. xxix. p. 469.) whom the poet 
reprefents with the tails of horfes. 

, — • 1'jnreniv oe hot vvtqv 

OgSto? apfn?>ncTo<; tir sggnv ovp*). 

Nonni Dionyf. lib. xiv. p. 256. 

x 3 his 
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his predeeeflor the younger Bacchus; and the 
march of his vi&orious army refembled the 
mad proceflion of the Satyrs, and the Mimal- 
lones. His friends were crowned with chap¬ 
lets of flowers; the fprightly notes of mufic 
refounded in all quarters ; and during the fpace 
of feven days, the whole army exhibited a 
continued fcene of riot, drunkenneis, and pro- 
fuflon *. 

I have obforved, that although Nonnus 
diftinguifhes, with fufficient accuracy, be¬ 
tween the firft and the fecond Bacchus, yet he 
frequently confounds together their refpe&ive 
hiftories. The curious fable of Beroe is a re¬ 
markable inflance of this, which, although 


* iEmulatus Patris Liberi non gloriam folum, quam ex illis 
gentibus deportaverat $ fed etiam famam (live illud triumphus 
fait ab eo primum inftitutus, five Bacchantium lufus ftatuit 
imitari,) animo fuper humanum faftigium elato. Vicos, per 
, quos iter efat, floribus coronifque fterni jubet: liminibus aedi- 
11m crateres vino repletos, et alia eximiae magnitudinis vafa dif- 
poni: vehicula deinde conftrata, ut plures capere milites pof- 
fent, in tabernaculorum modum ornari, alia candidi§ velis, alia 
vefte pretiofa. Primi ibant amici, et cohors regia, variis redi- 
mita floribus coronifque : alibi tibicinum cantus; alibi lyrae 
fonus audiebatur j item in vehiculis pro copia cujufque ador- 
natis, comelfabundus exercitus, armis quae maxime decora erapt 
circumpendentibus. Ipfum convivafque currus vehebat crate- 
ri$ aureis ejufdemque materiae ingentibus poculis praegravis. 
Hoc modo per dies feptem bacchabundum agmen inceffit. 
Quint. Curt. lib. ix. cap. io. 

intro- 


t 


Digitized by ^.ooQie 



I 


ON THE CABIRI. 


3” 

introduced into the Dionyfiacs, is no way con¬ 
nected with the exploits of the younger Bac¬ 
chus, but belongs exclufively to the era of the 
elder, or, Noah. The {lory has been very 

t 

much corrupted by the weftern mythologifts. 
They ufually defcribe Beroe, as the nurfe of 
Semele; and feign, that Juno, affirming her 
{hape, malicioufly perfuaded Semelfc to make 
fiich a requell to Jupiter, as occafioned her 
death a . That Ihe was clofely connected with 
Bacchus, there can be no doubt; and Nonnus 
throws fo much light upon her mythological 
hiftory, that we fhall find but little difficulty 
in the analylis of it. He gives her legend, 
and that of the city, which received its pame 
from her, in the following remarkable lan¬ 
guage. 

*P l£ct Bs£0*f, ItJoAtUV Tfotyof, SVXOS CLVCLXTUV, 

Tlparrotycunif, euavos hfiomroM, ovv&fove xorfi.it, 

'Ejpetm 'Eppctuto, $ix*]S ttsoov, et$v S’epu^uv, 

EvJW evtpporvvfif, nettyw ooptos, oixos sporran, 

Tsprrvov eoeS'Xov, tnctvXtov loxsaipys, 

NypstJ'av a.yaS’fifia., Ator oopcof, A peos ctvXt f. 

Opxofttvos xttqiTuv A iZtuniims coupon et^xptis. 

TljS’UOf UTQSTMOS OfJOOOQOfMf SlXSAVOlO, 

'Os B sponv stpvrevTSv ia TroXwriaaxt ira^u, 

T>j Bvos ixfMXeoiTiv opuA*i<rcts vpttvcuois, 


* Hyg. Fab. 179. Ovid. Metam. lib. iii. ver. 275. 
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C H vrtp Afivfjittvfiv B7T€^>fj/surety 3 sure i fifirvf^ * 

QlXOTf}TO? V7roGgV%tYI TBXBV €Wy ., 

. AAA CL Tlf 07rX0T€^ TTBABTOLI (pCLTlf, OTTl fJLLV OLl/Tff 

Avtyopeyis KvB'spua jcvGegytjreipa, yeysS’Afjf 
A travqiop iravAevKov A^avi^i ysirova, f^yfryj^. 

T»j hoxivoftivvi irpurcvyyiAos bktbti frer/Mov 
flxeavof 7ro(>£ x&jfJLOL AtyfiSiov ijjjf/i xotrfjuo 

Aevaa tbAcl/mcovi %tw jJUTQZfjLBvov vdag. 

, Keu ncttyms u&ivA TeXimycvoio fjLc&ovrBf 
Qtjpsf e£a,K%$vovTo, Abojv Jg r*f c&tyov ct&vpw 
XeiAe'k [A,eiAi%ic*) Ictxwv tirira^ero raupx, 

A xgcr'egaf ^QfJLaTBcrcn <piAov fjLvxfi&fAov ictAAoov, 
Kcu TQo%ciActig @ctpv£x7rov S7nppyi<r<rav 7rs£ov vrAvi 
t \' 7 T 7 ro^ AveKP0TctAi^6 3 ysve&Atoy *ix ov apourrav, 

K Ctl 7T0$0f lApiTTOgOlO B’Of&JV BmGtJTCgl 7TCtAfU0 

Ylop^otAtg cuqAovootos S7r£(TKi(rrfjzs A cvyaca. 

K eu Bepofjv yeAoaxrctv eri fiqetpof d/t/tari x €l f^ v 
A efcctftevfi 7raLQoL oAa xocrfloio TiS'tjvfj 

II ap&syof Argctitj x$ V(ref lf &p&rrei^cc yevsS’Atjf 

Evvofjut *7rcv7rT cuvwclv a,vBT(>B(pev £fjity(>0Vl ftCL^O). 

mm — -• I —• —■ — «■» «■* •» •» mm mm 

K<u Beqoriz /u,svscuv*v sir gow [toy ct^v 

II fiarctycLVYis B epofj 7 tbAs <rvyxj>wof yAixi Kwrfjup, 

N vjjtyfif o^/iyovoio Qepawfios, qv jMBrctvoL^ou 
T iee? A vtrovtav wranfitt Qsyysa, *P apfi? 

Btijwrov k&Abwiv, bttbi AlQolvu) ttbctb ysirav 

s 

b Dionyf. lib. xli. p. 698. et. infra. 
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Hail Beroe, faireft offering of the Nereids ! 
Beroe all hail! thou root of life, thou boall 
Of kings, thou nurfe of cities, with the world 
Coeval; hail, thou ever-favotrr’d feat 
Of Hermes, and of Venus j lov’d abode 
Of Bacchus, Mars, Diana, Jupiter! 

In the wide world of waters, Tethys thee 
To Ocean bore ; and call’d thee Amymont ; 

What time Orchomenus, fam’d Lebanon’s ftar, 

\ 9 

Rode foremoft of the heavenly hofl, Orchome- 

t 

nus 

With Tethys, and Oceanus, coeval. 

But later poets feign, that lovely Beroe 

% 

Deriv’d her birth from Venus and Adonis. 

Soon as the infant fawthe light, with joy* 

Old Ocean ftraight receiv’d her in his arms; 
And e’en the brute creation fhar’d the pleafure. 
The tawny lion for a while forgot 
His nature, and with wanton gambols play’d 
Around the fearlefs ox; the generous fteed 
In graceful curvets teftified his joy ; 

The fpotted panther frolick’d near the hare; 
And clofe befide the wolf, the blithfbme kid 
Rejoic’d fecure, and gaily play’d at will 
His wayward fancies. Now the fmiling babe 
Afltrea, guardian of the golden age. 

Took from* its parent’s arms, and fondly prefs’d 
Clofe to the bofom. In fucceeding years 
A facred town deriv’d its myftic name 
From that fair child, whofe birth coeval was 

With 
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With the vaft globe; but rich Aulbnia’s Tons 
The city call Berytus. 


This curious legend is ftyled by Nonnus the 
hymn of Beroe-Amymon} ; and he affociates 
it with what he calls the marine war of the di- 
luvian Juptter, and the far-celebrated Bacchus. 


AAAct S'e/LU‘? 07 roAx Bepoti? Trap a, ye itovi Trent, 
'Xftm Afivfiav»if AtSav^ioec enrare Mzscrai, 
Kcti fiv&iu c K povioao, xai tvvftvoio Auectu 
A pea, KvfiAToevTa, .- 


He mentions likewile, that the city Bero} was 
founded by Saturn ; and repeatedly maintains, 
that its age was equal to that of the world, 
and that it could boaft an antiquity far fupe- 
rior to that of Tarfus, of Thebes, or of Sar¬ 
dis. 

Kcti Bepoyr vcur/ruvro ttoAiv 7rp>wTa<r7roQov edpfjv, 

'Hv Kpovoc ewrof eoei/te .——— 

AAA at ttoAis B spo*i iroaveqw ireAev, *jv d/aa yetitj, 
Tiaarrotpavqp evorjtrev ojttiAtxa trv/a<pvroc cttuv. 

Ou tots Tapiroc r p Tepy/tjaGporoc, u tots ©qG*l, 

Ov rare 'X&coiep ritrctv e . ■■■• - 


c The reader will recoiled, that Buthos, the great ahyfs , is de¬ 
clared by Epiphanius to be the fame as Chaos. Vide fupra 
vol. i. p. 247. Jupiter-Buthius therefore is the diluvian Noah. 
d Dionyf. xli. p. 692. 
e Ibid. p. 695. 

He 
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He fuppofes alfo that Beroe was beloved by 
Bacchus f ; and concludes with celebrating 
her marriage with Neptune. 

‘ Clf Qetftfvtif tiKXtre J)T cud’epof v^/ipitJuv Zeur, 

Km B t(Wf vfAtvMov e7rerps7rtv E nortyeuu. 

Km fioB'ov S7rp*ivve y<t[M<,tXov i. 

Mr. Bryant fuppofes Beroe to be a perloni- 
fication of the Ark h ; and I readily allow, that 
many of the expreffions in the preceding paf- 
fages feem to warrant fuch a fuppofition; 
neverthelefs I cannot help entertaining fome 
doubts of its propriety. The city Berytus is 
declared by Nonnus to have received its name 
from Beroe, and it is faid by Sanchoniatho to 
have been given by Cronus to Neptune and 
the Cabiri *. Berytus however, or Beroe, is 
evidently the Beruth k of the Phenician my- 

f Dionyf. lib. xlii. p. jn, 

* Ibid. lib. xliii. p. 746. , 

h Anal. vol. ii. p. 357. , 

* Vide fupra vol. iy p. 39. 

k Beruth is allegorically faid by Sanchoniatho to be the wife 
of Eliun-Hypfitlus, and the mother of heaven and earth j the 
import of which expreffions I have already pointed out. Vide 
fupra vol. i. p. 69. Mr. Bryant fuppofes the word Baris , 
which lignifies an ark or Jbip, to be only a variation of Berith, 
a covenant j hence he is neceflfarily led to conje&ure, that Bero&. 
or Berith is a perfonification of the Ark. I am not fufficiently 
mailer of the niceties of Hebrew grammar to decide perempto¬ 
rily, that fuch a derivation is not allowable $ but I certainly 

* do 
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thologift, and confequently the Beritb of 
Scripture, which is not the Noetic Ark, but 
the covenant of God with Noah; and the 
preceding tradition preferved by Nonnus ex¬ 
actly correfponds with this opinion. Beroe, 
as we have juft feen, was efteemed by lome 
the daughter of Oceanus and Tethys; by 
others, the offspring of Venus and Adonis. 
The purport is much the fame, whichever of 
thefe opinions be adopted. If the firft be pre¬ 
ferred, the covenant, when perfonified, is na¬ 
turally enough, in the language of allegory. 


do not recoiled any inftance of a fimilar nature. The Hebrew 
XU perpetually paftes into the Babylonian J"l, whence the patri¬ 
arch was by the Chaldeans denominated J11D ; but I am 
not aware, that the r», which happens to form part of the He¬ 
brew word, is ever changed into iU. Should this remark be 
juft, may we not derive Baris from Baris, (2HD) a jir , rather 
than from Berith, a covenant ? According to fuch a derivation, 
a (hip would be metonymically termed Baris from the materi¬ 
als, of which it was con drafted. 

Labitur unfta vadis abies : mi rant ur et undap, 

Miratur nemus infuetum, fulgentia longe 
Scuta virftm fluvio, piftafque innare carinas. 

iEneid. lib. viii. ver. 91. 

It may perhaps confirm the fuppofition, that Baris is not 
derived from Berith, if it be obferved, that the word Beritb ne¬ 
ver occurs in Scripture in the fenfe of a Jbip . Baris, or the 
Ark, was worshipped as a goddefs in Armenia, not far from 
the river Araxes , in that country in fhort, where the Noetic 
Ark firft landed, and where the fabulous Jafon was reported to 
have penetrated. See Strab., Geog. lib. xi, p. 531. 


feigned 
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feigned to be the child of the Ocean by Te- 
thys ‘, or .the deluge : if tbo fecond be taken, 

. Adonis being the very fame as Oflris or the 
elder Bacchus, and Venus being the Ark, the 
covenant, in this Cafe, will be the mythologi¬ 
cal offspring of Noah, and the veflel in which 
he was preferved. Beroe is further ftyled the 
root of life, and is laid to be exadtly coeval with 
the prefent world. Thefe expreflions ferve only 
to intimate, that fafety from all apprehenflons 
of a future deluge was promifed, and that the 
covenant was made, at the very time when 
the renovated world emerged from the wa¬ 
ters. For the fame reafon, fhe.is denominated 
the beloved refuge of all the arkite gods, and is 
clofely conne&ed with the aquatic w’ar of 
Bacchus, and the diluvian Jupiter. Hence 
alfb Orchomenus, whom we have repeatedly 
feen to be Orca-Menu, the arkite Noah , is 
celebrated by Nonnus as the friend and con¬ 
temporary of Oceanus, the fabulous parent of 
Beroe ; and it particularly deferves our atten¬ 
tion, that he is declared to be the ftarry god 
of Lebanon, notwithftanding the pretenfions 
of the Greeks, who reprefented him as an in¬ 
habitant of their own country. Hence too, 
the .virgin Aflrea, who had long quitted the 


1 Tethys feems to be Tit-Theus, tie divine diluvian claos. 

pol 
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polluted abodes of mortals, is once more in¬ 
troduced as the heavenly nurfe of the youth¬ 
ful Bero&. And hence, in allufion to the fu- 
pernatural tamenefs of the animals within the 
Ark, a tamenefs, which in all probability con¬ 
tinued fome time after their liberation in or¬ 
der that the weaker forts might be preferved, 
the lion is defcribed by Nonnus as lying down 
with the ox, and the panther as dandling the 
kid m . We have no particular, reafon for fup- 
pofing, that Beroe, confidered literally as a 
city, was much prior either to Thebes, or 
Tarfus ; but, if the real Beroe, the Berith or 
covenant of God, be fpoken of, it was necef- 
farily much prior to all poftdiluvian cities 
whatfoever. It is fomewhat remarkable, that 
Nonnus beftows upon Beroe the title of 
Amymone. This mythological nymph was 
one of the fifty daughters of Danaus, whom 
I fufpeft to be the very lame as the fifty 
daughters of Nereus. Accordingly we find, 
that Hyginus enumerates Bferoe among the 

m Clemens Romanus mentions this miraculous tamenefs, 
which indeed was abfolutely neceflary, during the confinement 
of the animals within the Ark. Aieowo h* uvt* (Nw«) o Aot** 
t»j$ Tat uo’skSovra EN ‘OMONOI^L £cy<x £»* >a€ar ro*. Epift. I. ad 
Cor, The fame notion prevailed in the heathen world, as we 
are informed by Lucian, in his account of the flood of Deu¬ 
calion. Luc de dea Syr. 

Nereids. 


Digitized by ^.ooQie 


ON THE CABIR-I. 





Nereids Amymon& was fuppofed to have 
become the mother of the Argonaut Naupli- 
us, iri confequence of her intercourfe with 
Neptune j and the amour was believed to 
have been carried “on at Lerna, or El-Erin- 
Ai, the land of the divine Ark. 

Upon the whole, the hiftory of Beroe, as 
detailed by Nonnus, is a lingular confirma¬ 
tion of the remarks, made in the preceding 
part of this work, upon Berytus and the Phe- 
nician Cabiri. 


n Ilyg. Proef. Fab. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 


THE IDENTITY AND IMPORT OP THE SEVE¬ 
RAL MYSTERIES OF ISIS, CERES, MITHRAS, 
BACCHUS, RHEA, ADONIS, AND THE CABIRI 
-A DISSERTATION ON THE MITHRATIC CA¬ 
VERN. 


Nothing now remains but to offer a 

few obfervations upon the identity and im¬ 
port of the feveral Myfteries of Ifis, Ceres, 
Mithras, Bacchus, Rhea, Adonis, and the Ca- 
biri. Thefe, as the reader indeed will have 
perceived from what has already been laid, 
were inftituted in commemoration of the de¬ 
luge ; and they were almoft invariably cele¬ 
brated in the dark receffes of the confecrated 
oracular grotto. 

The Myfteries, though frequently called 
by the names of different deities, were in 
fubftance all the fame. Thus Strabo afferts, 
that the Curetic orgies, which were cele¬ 
brated In memory of the birth of Jupiter, 
very much refembled thofe of Bacchus, Ce¬ 
res, and the Phrygian Cybele a ; and he fur- 




* Strab. Geog. lib. x. p. 468, 469. 
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ther obferves, that poets and mythologifts 
were continually accuftomed to join together 
the orgies of Bacchus and Silenus, the rites of 
Cybel&, and the worfhip which was paid to 
Jupiter at mount 01ympus b . Thus alio the 
. author of the Orphic poems defcribes the 
Myrfteries of Bacchus as being immediately 
connected with thofe of Ceres, Rhea, Venus, 
and Ifis c ; and pr^fents us with the follow¬ 
ing remarkable combination of Cabiric gods, 
which additionally tends to demonftrate the 
identity of all the ancient Orgies. 

B Piftxr evouvAToio yevetf, *]$’ spy 

T*rymuv - 

Grpetttv ts Z ffvoi, optoviopopx ts Xarpsutv 
M qrper, etr ev KvSeAotr opttnv f^rfutrcLro kumii 
$ epre(pov*iv zjspi zsetTQor apcupiaxSTii K poviuvo?' 

t 

* T£nXqvo9, xm Mapcrvar, xm O\v( aitov, avittyoviis ik xm tvgv* 
rouq avXur ifopaprsi, «raA*> xm utu<; rec Awvnx, xm ra Qgvyia c %$ 
h (nfA'ptptiffi’ ri]P ts I&j v km top OXvjAirop avyxs^VfA^rtoq TjoXhaxn ui 

- to avro opoe xTVTraptp. Strab. Geog. lib. x. p. 470* 

c ©i&fAoQogof xa\tu pa^ijxoffopop Aiotvcrotf 
Evrtpfxa. <mQ\vpiwror voXvupVfAov EvGubrjof' 


Etr* c f EKtvawoq Tsgirri *v)cj Svoivti, 

Eir* XM If Q>pwyw ffV9 fWTtpi (AVrtTTOfaVBK, 

H Kvirga rsprt! avp tv-spotty KvStgsip, 

H km vrvpotpoftoig 7ri^0KS7nyaXXea» ay mi, 

Xvp C Tlj [ 4,91 Tft $301 [tskxnjfopa) I ffth (TtfAVV, 

AtyvTTn irag* x w t Mt 1 "" *• Orph. Hymn. 41. 
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M tfxp Kctf 'HfiaxAtief t3(^i<p»\fMV *[wihv, 

OfiKiat r l&umv, KepvGarrvv t (MrAsm <%vv" 

ts zsXavrjv, Keif $sp<rt$ov>]r fieyet, vnvB’os' 
Qsrfiotpogos & as tjv‘ i\$ ctyXcut oag& KetCe^uV 
Xprjo-f&xs t ttpptpxs yvxtos 13(01 Bax%x ctvaxTcs' 
Ayfivov ts £aJjetiv, tjS* sivaAi*iv 'Xeif^oB'pctxtjv, 

■ Anreivtiv re K wrgov, xeu A$uvcur\v A<P(>eoiTtiv, 
Opyta n pafyoiKfiSy net/ Ag(iv*is vvktos A B’rjvas, 
&^ivns t AiyvTrliasY, Key Ortpi^os it(>ct %vrAa, “. 

The birth of Brimo; and the mighty deeds 
Of the Titanic hoft ; the fervitude 
Of Jove ; and the myfterious mountain rites 
Of Cybele, when with diftrafted pace (he fought 
Through the wide world the beauteous Profer- 
pine; 

The far-fam’d labours of the Machian Hercules; 
Th* Idean orgies; and the giant force 
Of the dread Corybantes j and the wanderings 
Of Ceres, and the woes of Proferpine : 

With thefe I fung the gifts of the Cabiri; 

The Myfteries of Bacchus; and the praife 
Of Lemnos, Samothrace, and lofty Cyprus % 
Fair Adonean Venus; and the rites 
Of dread Ogygian Praxidice ; 


d Orph. Argon, ver. 17. See alio the introduction to the 
Orphic Hymns. 

* All thefe were places celebrated for the worlhip of the 
Cabiri, from which circumftance indeed Cyprus or' Cubfu* 
teems to have derived its name. 

Arinian 
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Arinian Minerva’s nightly feftival; 

And Egypt’s forfow for the loft Ofiris. 

Brimo, here celebrated by the Orphic 
poet, is the lame as Hecat&, who was wor- 
lhipped, along with the Cabiri, in the Samo- 

thracian cave of Zerinthus f . Conlidered as 

\ 

the Ark, Ihe is properly denominated by 
Apollonius the nurfe of youths , and reprefented 
as the queen of the infernal regions; while, 
in her character of the Moon, Ihe is with 
equal propriety delcribed by him as walking 
in the gloom of the night 8 . The name 
Brimo was expreffed at full length 0brimo h , 
which leems to be a variation of the com¬ 
pound term Ob-Rimon, the lofty ferpent-god- 
defs. Her gloomy rites, and her appearance 
to Jafon, are painted in a very flriking man¬ 
ner by the poet of the Argonautics. 

m 

- - ■ I fjarcov, 

Autik B 7 ret p 'EAotfjs' svtpeyysog cvrepeg Aqktx 
ExA^y, xqavoB'ev Je zsouvevKfjXog ysver cu&fjp, 

Bfj p 9 eg e^fifuufjv xAcwrtiiog, jjvts Tig Qcop, 

f — ■' — B pip* xixAvio’xup E xaTrit — A poll. Argon, lib. iii, 

ver. 1210. 

s *E main Eptptf x&porpofop ayxUfao’CLcrety 
BgipM rvxTwr&ot, yfionw, mpowr aixcreap, 

Apoll. Argon, lib. iii. ver. 860. 

k —-oGfifdAiq t atoos viatas Koptj$. Lycoph. Cafian. ver. 698. 

Y % 

§ 
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%vv vjeuri jymeavr zspo yap r aXeyuvsv exara 
Hfjutrios' StjAov ptev oiv yaXa t exTo&t vsoipLvrjC 
Apycg lav wet kb, ra o aarm tAs tnjes. 

AJA’ ere Jh i£e %apov o tis vsans iXToS’ev tjev 
AvS'earraii, xaB'apyrw wrtvthos tiapumfriv, 

Ei/3-’ tjroi Bafirr^arra A oerraro feev Brra/eoio 
Evayeas Bsioio tbqbv Ssfeas, afityi Ss Qapos 
'Erraro xvaveov' to feev oi Bapos eyfvaAjge 

A q/avtas 'T^mvA tj, aSivtjs fevti/erfiov ewfjs- 
Uffxpiov S <L(> bttsitcl BeSca evi (Zo&qov o^as, 

N wtb rx*£as' B7n S’ apmov tcljjlb Acufeov' 

Avrov T BV Xce3v7TSpS'e ravurrero' Sous Sb tylTQXS 
Uvp wtbvb^bv Ibis' bwi Sq /uyaSas %bb XoiQcls, 

B xixAr\(TKtov C E xarfjv, B7rapeoyov aeS’Mtv. 

K ouf p o fJLBv atxaAeras BaAiv e<nx tr *1 ^ cetera 
K evS’fJuov wrarcov Seivy Beos ansSoAffrey 

*1 Bpois AiroviSao' Bepifc Ss /juv e<se<paycmo 
'Sfie^SaAeoi SpJivoin ferret /uflopBoin Spaxorres' 
%Tpa,7TTB S’ ct,7retps<riov SaiSeov reAas' afjtfpi Se 
Tfjv ye 

Ofceiy vAaxy xbovioi xvvss etyBeyfovro. 
n street, St erge/ee Barra xara nGov' cu S’ oAo- 
A vjrav 

Nt tfetyaf sAeiovofeoi BrrafitfiSes , ai Be^i xeivtjv 
QariSds eia/eevriv Ajeaparrm eiAirrorrai. 

AiroviStjv S’ fjroi jj,ev bAbv SeoSy aTAa /eiv aS’ as 
EvTpo7raAi£ofJt,evov BoSss sxtyeppy> oty(> erapoin 
M ixto xicw 1 - ■ - > 

The northern bear was funk beneath the hills, 

4 * 

And all the air a folemn filence fills: 

1 Apoll. Argon, lib. iii. ver. 1193. 

Jafoo 
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Jafon to lonely haunts purfu’d his way; 

(All rites adjufted the preceding day): 

*Twas Argus’ care a lambkin to provide. 

And milk, the reft a ready Ihip fupply’d. 

A fweet fequefter’d (pot the. hero found, 

Where filence reigns, and fwelling ftreams 
abound; 

And here, obfervant of due rites, he laves 
His limbs, immerging in the cleanftng waves : 
Then o’er his Ihoulders, pledge of favours paft. 
The gift of fair Hypfipyla he caft, 

A fable robe : a deep round fofs he made, 

And on the kindling wood the vi&im laid : 

The mix’d libation pouring o’er the flame. 
Loud he invok’d infernal Brimo’s name ; 

Then back retir’d : his call her ears invades. 
And up (he riles from the land of fhades ; 
Snakes, wreath’d in oaken boughs, curl’d round 
her hair. 

And gleaming torches caft a difmal glare. 

To guard their queen, the hideous dogs of hell 
Rend the dark welken with inceflant yell; 

The heaving ground beneath her footfteps 
lhakes; 

Loud (hriek the Naiads of the neighbouring 
lakes, 

And all the fountain-nymphs aftonilh’d flood 
Where amaranthine Phalis rolls his flood. 

4 ' 

Fear feiz’d the chief, yet backward he withdrew. 
Nor, till he join’d his comrades, turn’d his view. 

Fawkes. 

t 3 Brimo 
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Brimo is faid by Lycophron to have been the 
daughter of Per feus ; 


B pifia TPifMPtQos k 


Yleprtat re xaeu&sv«s 


but his commentator Tzetzes afferts, that fhe 
was the offspring of the moft ancient Perfes, 
who was the fon of Crius and Eurybia, chil¬ 
dren of Uranus. The wife of this Perfes was 
Afteria, the daughter of Ceus and Phebe; 
who, like Crius and Eurybia, were of the 
race of the Titans 1 . Both Perfes and Per- 
feus however, as I have repeatedly obferved, 
are P’Eres-Zeus, the folar Noah; and Eury¬ 
bia or Eura-Bea, and Afteria or As-Tora, are 
equally the arkite heifer of the Noetic Sun. 

Afteria is the fame as Aftart& or Afhtaroth; 

» 

hence fhe was feigned to have been meta- 
morphofed into the floating ifland Delos, the 
whole hiftory of which relates immediately to 
the Ark m . 

With regard to the other deities connected 
in the preceding paffage with Brimo, Jupiter 
appears in this inftance to be the fcriptural 
Ham; and his fervitude feems to refer to the 


k Lycoph. Caffan. ver. 1176. 


1 Tzet. in loc. 

® Hyg. Fab. 53. 



curfe 
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curie pronounced by Noah upon that patri¬ 
arch n : while Hercules-Machius is the fame 
as Hercules-Macufan °; and the Arinian Mi¬ 
nerva is (imply the arkite Minerva. As for 
Praxidicd, we are informed by Dionyfius, that 
it was an epithet common to the three daugh¬ 
ters of Ogyges or Noah, Alcomenia, Thebri- 
nia, and Aulis p ; but Mnafeas makes the god- 
defs, who bore this appellation, to be the 

t 

mother of Ctefius, and of two nymphs, who 
from her received the name of the Praxidi - 
cce q . Both Ctefius however, and Hercules- 
Machius or Muchius, were Cabiric gods j for 
we are exprefsly told by Dionyfius of Hali- 
carnailus, that the Trojan Penates were de- 


n The proper import of the word Sima, here ufed by the 
Orphic poet, is undoubtedly a Jlate of fervitude . Of this Gef- 
ner fee ms perfectly fenfible ; and yet, becaufe he does not find 
the fervitude of Jupiter elfewhere mentioned, he ventures to 
interpret the word religious fervice performed to that god, in- 
flead of flowery undergone by him. Qxruet* Zu*o? nondum in- 
veni, nec mem ini quidquam de illo narrari iimile A poll in is ill! 
apud Admetum fervituti, quam tangit nofter, ver. 173. 

A^uiTOf m$ncan <Pipcno$u wort nance* 

©HTETHN virotixt —, 

Quid fi interpretemur, non quam Jupiter praellet alii, 

fed quae ipfi adhibeatur ? Certe Xarpua* Matris deorum fic in- 
telligendam nemo neg&rit. 

0 Vide fupra vol. i. p. 233. 
p Suid. Lex. 

Ibid. 

y 4 nominated 
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nominated Ctejti and Muchii \ There was a 
temple of thefe Praxidicae at the Beotian Ha- 
liartus on the hill Tilphuflus; and the oaths, 
which were taken before their altar, were 
deemed, like thole by the river Styx, pecu¬ 
liarly facred®. 

. As Strabo and the Orphic poet both agree 
in clofely connecting together the various 
Myfteries of antiquity ; fo Pindar, after cele¬ 
brating Bacchus or Noah, immediately in¬ 
vokes, and that with the utmoft propriety, 

the great arkite mother of the gods. 

/ ' ' 

fxev x.etTctPX M futrsfi, zsctpa,, 

MeyaAm poftSet KvfjJoetkuv’ 

Ev & KetXtM^uv Kovrcthct, 

AiS’ofieva. re oeus tnro fcavSyrt zssvxeus 1 - 

In thy myfterious rites, dread CybelC, 

Are heard the tinkling cymbals j 
While, through the awful gloom of night. 

The blazing torches (hed a ruddy light. 

, b -* 

In a fimilar manner, Euripides' unites the or¬ 
gies of Cybele with the Myfteries of Dio- 
nufus. 


r Dion. Ant. Rom. lib. i. cap. 67. 

8 Pauf. Boeot. p. 776. Haliartus was fuppofed to have 
been founded by a fon of Athamas, for whofe hiftoiy vide fupra 
vol. i. p. 254. 

t pind. apud Strab. Geog. lib. x. p. 468, 469. 
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SI ftaxetfi, o<?is evS'eUfiuv reA teas Srtat ' 

E iJ'af, j@jor«M* kyi^evu. 

T a re ficcrpoe pttyaAets 
Opyta. KvGeAas S'e/tu^evae 
Ana, B'vpron re nvewa-w, 

YLtavu re <re^>« tva&ets, 

Aionxrov 3 -epcwrevei. 

Ire B AKxetf, 

Bfefuoy raeu^ct B'eon B'en 
Atomrov Kctraymxraf, 

Qpvyiuv e£ oftav 

‘E X^aJos as evpv%u(>}is ayviets u . 

Happy the man, who, crown’d with.ivy wreaths. 
And brandithing his thyrfus, 

The myftic rites of Cuba underftands. 

And worth ips mighty Dionufus. 

Hafte, ye Bacchae! 

Hafte! bring our god, Sabazian Bromius, 

From Phrygia’s mountains to the realms of 
Greece. 

To thefe deities he adds the Corybantes, or 
Cabin ; and at the fame time celebrates the 

f # 

ifland of Crete, the fiippofed birth-place of 
Jupiter. 

■ A B’ctAetfievfut Kustov, 

Za&eot re Kptfres 
Aioyeverepss evcwAoi, 


• Eurip. apud Strab. Goog. lib. x. p, 468, 469. 
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T fuxoguS’er r ev Arraus 
B vgtrorovov xvxXoo/ula to£b 
Moi K o^uGavtss svqqv. 

Ava re Bctx%eia, avvrovu 
Kegcurav ffivGoA Qqvyicov 

AvA&V Z3VSVfJLCLTt, (JLATfOS T 6 'P«tf MS 
Xegct S’fjXAv xaT&jxtvttov evowfty Bak%&?> 

TIa^A T€ fJUUVO/JLmt Xatv^o* 

Mateos efytvwAvrfi Bias' 

Elf TS X^BVflATA 

n pOOy^AV TflST9J^6t)V, 

A is XOUQU AiOVV(TQS X * 

« 

Hail facred Crete ! 

The nurfe of the Cabiric Corybantes: 

In thy myflerious cavern’s dark recefs 
Young Jove firft faw the light. 

Then the Curetes clafh’d their founding arms. 
And rais’d with joyful voice the fong 
To Bacchus ever young ; 

While the fhrill pipe 
Refounded to the praife of Cybelfc, 

And the gay Satyrs tripp’d in jocund dance, 
Such dance as Bacchus loves. 


As for Bacchus, he makes hi m the fon of 
Cybele y ; by which nothing more is meant, 


x Eurip. apud Strab. Geog. lib. x. p. 468, 469* 
y In this particular Euripides exactly agrees with the Or¬ 
phic poet. See Orph. Hymn. 41. cited above p. 32 1. 

than 
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than that Noah was the allegorical offspring 
of the Ark. 

Ov avv Atovwa xu/juav, 

'Of et,v \aetv T$fi7T(TM avv ftetT(>t AeS, 

TvfiTttvuv um%ois % . 

On Ida’s fummit, with his mighty mother. 
Young Bacchus leads the frantic train, 

And through the echoing woods the rattling 
timbrels found. 

The Myfleries of Bacchus confifled in part 
of a fcenical exhibition of his dilaceration by 
the Titans, and of his fubfequent refloration 
to life by Rhea. Upon this point I have al¬ 
ready obferved, that the ftory of his dilacera- 
tion is a corruption of the original allegory, 
that fable being folely applicable to the burft- 
ln g afunder of the great arkite mother, and 
to the fcattering of her limbs over the face 
of the whole globe *; and 1 have further 
ftated, that in the primitive legend, Bacchus, 
Ofiris, or Adonis, was {imply luppofed to 
have tailed death, and afterwards to have 
experienced a wonderful revivification. The 
death of thefe kindred deities is the very 
fame circumflance as the murder of one of 

w 

\ 

* Eurip. apud Strab. Geeg. lib. x. p. 470. 

4 Vide fupra p. 86. 

the 
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the Corybantes or Cabiri by his two bro¬ 
thers ; for Gorybas was no .other than Bac- 

. * 

chus, or the lblar Noah b . This death of 
Bacchus, Ofiris, or Adonis, and this imagi¬ 
nary murder of Corybas, which is noticed by 
mdft of the authors, who treat of the Cabiric 

* 4 

. • ► 

Myfteries c , is merely the allegorical death of 
Noah, or his entrance into the Ark j while 
the revivification of thofe deities is eonfe- 
quently his egrefs. 

During another part of the Bacchic orgies, 
the two grand fymbols of the arkite and folar 
fuperftition were introduced; and the bull 
was celebrated as the parent of the dragon, 
and the dragon as the parent of the bull. 

A third part of the myflic worfhip of Bac¬ 
chus confifted of carrying about an ark, which 


b Vide fupra vol. i. p. 163. 187. 332. 
c Oblivioni etiam Corybantia facra donentur, in quibus 
fan6tum illud myfterium traditur, fra ter trucidatus a fratribus. 
Arnob. adv. (rent. lib. v. p. 169. In facris Corybantium par- 
ricidium colitur. Nam untis frater a duobus interemptus eft; 
et ne quod indicium necem fraternae mortis aperiret, fub radi- 
cibus Olympi montis a parricidis fratribus confecratur. Hunc 
eundem Macedonum colit ftulta perfuafio. Hie eft Cabirus, 
cui Theffalonices quondam cruento cruentis manibus fupplica- 
bant. Jul. Firm, de Err. Prof. Rel. p. 23. Ei SiAik y two* 1 w m 

erect xatt rot, KopvGccvTuv opytoc, toy rptrov ahbjQot oaroxTitrocrrs; «ro»> 

xat xitye&w Ttf »ixpa <po mxtA Clem. Alex. Cohort. 

P . * 5 - 
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fometimes contained the Phallus, and fome- 
times the ftatue of the deity himfelf. The 
former of thefe ceremonies was in ufe among 
the Corybantic priefts of Etruria d ; the latter 
prevailed at Laphria in Achaia. Tradition 
allerted, that the Laphrian rite was brought 
originally from Troy; and the image of Bac¬ 
chus in the ark was believed to have been 
the workmanfhip of Vulcan, and the gift of 
Jupiter to Dardanus. When the fpoils of 
the Ilienlians were divided, it was fuppofed 
to have fallen to the lot of Eurypylus, having 
been left behind by Eneas. The title of this 
arkite Bacchus was Efytnnetes, which may 
poffibly be Efemn-Ait-Es e , the lord of fire j 
and, on the night of his principal feftival, he 
was carried by his priefts, with great folem- 
nity, to the river Milichus f . 

« 

d Vide fupra vol. i. p, 366. note d. 
e itfK-nN-JDtOT. 

aXtiavih xat pgfiofitpuv ret hottpvpa. tup *ETiXqjwr, EfpuntAoc 
0 Euaipovof XtCjxGxfii Xetpattot* Aietvcnj otyotKfiot fjv sp rtj Pietpraxi, 
ipyop fin (petffn) vtto Aiof t$o§r) Aetp&xpy —'Tut 

$i tv mof rw kctppetxof fin inv Awnjuwmjf* Pauf. 

Achaic. p. 57a. It may not be improper to obferve, that Bac¬ 
chus was fometimes faid to be the fon of Dion&, who, accord¬ 
ing to the Orphic poet, was one of the feven Titanides. SI »<.# 
Aiunft, of ttyvq fityetf Aio^cn. Eurip, apud Schol. in Pind. 
Pyth. iii, ver. 177. Dione is D’lonah, the divine dove 5 and 
ftie was fometimes feigned to have been the mother of Venus, 
or the Ark. Ex Dione et Jove Venus. Hyg. Prsef. Fab. 

This 
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This laft ceremony is evidently the fame as 
that, which was performed by the Egyptians 
in honour of Ofiris. We are' informed by 
Plutarch, that, on the nineteenth day of die 
month Athyr, men clad in long robes affifted 
the priefts in bearing the facred ark of Ofiris 
down to the tea. This ark contained within 
it a little golden figure of a boat, into which 
they poured water, while they made the air 
refound with their cries, that Ofiris was found 
again s . The whole indeed of the myftic rites 
of Ofiris were the fame as thofe of Bacchus. 
Hence we find, that he alfo was fuppofed to 
have been torn by the Titans, and to have 
been reftored to life again; that he was com¬ 
pelled by Typhon or the Ocean to enter into 
an ark on the feventeenth day of the month 
Athyr, the very day on which Noah entered 
into his veflel; and that the Egyptians ap¬ 
pointed two feftivals in memory of this event, 
in one of which they celebrated the entrance 
of Ofiris into the ark, and in the other his 
entrance into the moon h . 


S Pint, de Ifid. p. 366. 

h Vide fupra vol. i. p. iji. The Perfians have a legend re* 
fpe6ting one of their ancient princes, which very nearly refem- 
bles that of the Egyptians refpe&ing CWiris, and which relates, 
I apprehend, to the fame event. " Khamani, or Icheherrad, 
,e firnamed Homm , was a queen of the fecond Perfian dynaflj. 

“ Some 
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The Myfteries of Adonis were of precifely 
the lame nature, and referred to the very 
fame event. He was firft bewailed as dead; 
but,. in a lhort time, his votaries. forgot their 
former grief, and with loud acclamations ce¬ 
lebrated his luppofed revivification. The re- 
femblance indeed between thele rites and 


<c Some orientalifts fufpe£l no fuch queen exifled, and the Ta- 
<c rikh Cozideh makes no mention of her. The oriental writers 
€t fay, that (he was a great architect, and adorned the city of 
“ Perfepolis : to her alfo is attributed a multitude of fmall py- 
€ ‘ ramids, fcattered throughout Perfia, and every where over- 
** turned by the foldiers of Alexander the Great. About five 
€€ months after her acceffion to the throne, (he brought forth a 
u Con, who the aftrologers declared would bring great misfor- 
* c tunes on the country, and they adviied he (houid be imm«* 
“ diately deftroyed. The tenderneft of the mother would not 
€e permit Horn ai to follow their counfels $ (he therefore made a 
<f little wooden ark, and, having put the child into it, fufiered 
“ the veffel to fail down the Gihon, or Oxus. It is faid, Ho*. 
<c mai was with child by her father Bahaman. The child was 
t€ found on the water by a dyer, who nurfed and educated him 5. 
u and he was named Daral\ which implies fojfejfed or found on 
iC water. —The fir name Homed, given to the queen, fignifies a 
“ bird peculiar to the Eaft, which is fuppoled to fly conftantly 
u in the air, and never to touch the ground. It ** looked upon 
" as a bird of happy omen j and every head it overfiiades will 
“ in time wear a crown. It denotes a Pbenix, a large royal 
“ eagle, a pelican, and a bird of Paradtfe? Vallancey s Vind. 
of Anc. Hift. of Ireland, p. 226. I Iufpe&, that Homai is 
the fame mythological character as Semiramis, who was fup- 
pofed to have been an ancient queen of Babylon, and to have 
been changed into a dove. Vide fupra vol. i. p. 86. 

thofe 
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thofe of Ofiris was lb great, that many of the 
Byblians, as we learn from Lucian, main¬ 
tained, that the whole ceremony related en¬ 
tirely to the latter deity Nor was this 
opinion adopted by them without reafon; for, 
according to Plutarch, the ark, which con¬ 
tained the body of Oliris, drifted on fliore at 
Byblos k . Adonis is evidently the lame as 
the Thamitiuz of Scripture', and probably the 
*fbautnas of Greek mythology. His mourn-' 
ful rites were known allb at Argos, as might 

naturally be expected, when we conlider the 

* 

connection of that city with the Noetic Ark m . 


* h xat tp Bt JoXu fjttyet ipp AQphrvis n ru xap ra 

•gyta §S aSupip tvtTtXHWt. St xuf raogyta. Aty&rt ya% h 

*9 to tgyop to is ASup\pvtco rts evos, tp tji x u ffl ytPta&af, 

seat /xwj/xwr ra iraSio? rvxloprat t« sxar ov trtof, xai &{iw9<Tt, xat ret 
6(ryta iTttn'Kmai, xat otytat pti yaAa xttSta apa Tijt X^f 9 * 9 ^ UTai 
Enriai Si axorv^uprat rt, xat avoxXaverurrott, wparrot (mp xarayovo i 
ru Ahtnh, oxug tovyi pixvV [xtra Si rp irtpy VfJttpi), £attp re put fivB o- 
Xoytovcri, xat ts roy ntpa wtfxxvcrt, xat ras xtfaXas (ugnrrcu, ©xat 
AtyVTrhtt* avroBatoprog Att»o?.—E kri St moi BvSxtup, ot Xtyova’t.xa^a 
erf tat rtSafSat top Oatgtp top Atyvxltop, xat ra xstSta, xat ra opy»a t 
ovx ss top ASuviPj a\k’ tg top OatgtP} xatra wpnaataSat. JLiUC.de 

Dea Syr. fe£L 6, 7 * 

k Plut. de Kid. p. 337. 

1 “ Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the Lord's 
“ houfe, which was toward the north, and behold, there (at 
“ women weeping for Thammuz.” Ezek. viii. 14. 

m A105 iw spravSa ligop Xurvipog, xat irecgtaatp ns to otxqpue, sr* 
ravSot top AShttp at yvpatxeg A gystut oSvporrat. Pauf. Corinth, 
p. 62. 

The 
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The Myfteries indeed, by the name of 
whatever god they might be called, were in¬ 
variably of a mixed nature, beginning in for- 
row and ending in joy. They fometimes, as 
we have juft feen, defcribed the allegorical 
death and fubfequent revivification of the 
principal arkite deity; while, at other times, 
they reprefented the wanderings of a perfon 
in great diftrefs on account of the lofs either 
of a hufband, a lover, a fon, or a daughter. 
Such were the travels of Ifis, in fearch of 
Ofiris, Horus, and Harpocrates; the two for¬ 
mer of which deities are faid to have been 
tom in pieces by the Titans, and the latter 
to have been fought for by his mother Ifis, 
over the whole world, in the firft fhip that 
was navigated with fails n . Such like wife 
were the wanderings of Venus in queft of 
Adonis, who, as we are informed by Hefidd, 
was the fon of Phenix and Alphefibea. Ac¬ 
cording to Apollodorus, Venus, being ftruck 
with his beauty when he was only an infant, 
concealed him from the other gods in an ark, 
which fhe committed to the care of Profer- 
pine; but that goddefs, as foon as fhe had 
feen the child, peremptorily refufed to reftore 


n Velificia primum invenit Ifis ; nam, dum quaerit Harpo- 
cratem iilium ilium, rate velificavit. Hyg. Fab. 277. 

vol. 11. z him. 
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him 0 . Upon this, the matter was referred' 
to Jupiter; who decreed, that Adonis, Ihould 
fpend four months with him, four with Ve¬ 
nus, and four with Proferpine p : whence he is 
faid by Theocritus' to have been thrice be¬ 
loved q . After he had been flain by the boar, 
he was fought for by Venus, in various coun¬ 
tries, and at length was found in Argos a ci¬ 
ty of Cyprus'. As for his fuppofed father 
Phenix, he is the very fame perfbn as his my¬ 
thological fon, and his name is merely the 
compound term Ph’Anak, the diluvian *; 
while the fignification of the word Alphejibea, 

¥ 

° The fable of the infancy of Adonis originated from the 
fame caufe, as the Egyptian mode of reprefenting the helio- 
arkite ^Joah under the hieroglyphic of a child fitting upon the 
lotus. Vide fupra p. 13. note i. 

p *H<Tio$os & clv tov 4>omxo; hoc, * A\<pta&otec$ Aeyn *—h A<pgo&m j 
xuhXtfq m wjfriov xpv<pa Bsuy ii; Aagruxa ngi*j/acra, Ilepcetporp wupirct- 
to. Ekhvt} a; eSexparo, ax airs&Pa' xpiauq $e em Ato$ yetoptt 
uq Tgstq fAotpag o mavroq* xu\ pustv irap lavra (aevew rot A&- 

' w* \a\xp h Tcapa TlEgaeponi TTgoerera^e’ rw h irepar vraga Atfpahrr,, 

Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. dap. 13. 

* *0 TqtQtXarog A$unq, a xiv A^s^om Qfourai, Theoc. Idyll. 1 5 * 
ver. 86. 

r Met a pit* A^om^W (pw Zavarov mpisgxpfABn » xa% fyiraax i A^/jo- 

EVgev uvrot tr Agyii Trohet mg Kvtt pa. Ptol. Hephaeft. Hift. 
Nov. lib. vii. 

* We are plainly informed by Aufbnius, that Phanac was 
one of the names of Adonis, or Bacchus. 

Myfi Phanacem nominant $ 

Arabica gens Adoneum. Aufon. Epig. 30. 

the 
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the title by which the imaginary mother of 
Adonis was defignated, is the tauriform Ark. 
An ox, as we have repeatedly feen, was one 
of the moft ufual fymbols of the Noetic fliip. 
In the Punic language, that animal was called 
Alepb, which I apprehend to have been the 
original oriental name of this allegorical per- 
fonage.. Afterwards, by way of explanation, 
the Greeks added to it the termination Bta, 
which equally hgnifies an ox ; and thus 
formed the compound title Alphejibha The 
Cyprian Argos, like the Peloponnefian Argos, 
received its appellation from the arkite wor- 
Ihip, which was there eftablifhed; confe- 
quently the fable of Adonis being found by 
Venus in that city is built- entirely upon the 
circumftance of Noah’s inclofure within the 
Ark. 

The wanderings of Rhea or Cybele pre- 
cifely refembled thofe of Venus and Ilis 
There was a hill near Tegea in Arcadia, 

* It is not impoflible to produce fimilar inftances of words 
compounded of two different languages. Thus Melcomb-Regia 
In our own ifland is partly Punic and partly Latin; the latter 
word being explanatory of the former. Thus alfo Aberford is 
compounded of a Welfh and an Englifh word, both of which 
equally fignify a pajfage <nter a river. 

u Rhea, CybelS, Venus, Ilis, and Ceres, were in fa£t, as I 
have already obferved, one and the fame mythological charac¬ 
ter. 

z 2, which 
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which was dedicated to her on this very ac¬ 
count. Upon it was a grove lacred to Ceres, 
and at its foot was a temple of the Hippian 
Neptune x . Her rites were equally mourn¬ 
ful ; and the forrow of her votaries was after¬ 
wards, in a fimilar planner, turned into joy y . 
This alternate lamentation and rejoicing was 
doubtlefs on account of the fuppofed death 
and revival of Bacchus or Adonis, who by the 
Phrygians was flyled Attis z . 

But perhaps of all the ancient Myfteries, 
thofe known by the name of the Eleulinian 
Ceres were the moll celebrated. We have 
leen, that this goddels, as well as Bacchus, 
was, very clolely connected with the Cabiri ; 
whence Ihe herfelf was intitled Cabiria, and 
her priefts Cabarni a . The orgies of Eleufis 


x Yortp h t e rah#, to cpo; er* to AXviffio* hat t r t » aXrjv, at Qaa i, 
Kahtiutwv TV)q *P£(X?’ ArifxyjTpo^ cthaos ePTaf 0(>u. I latpat h t« op#r 
T at tff^OtlOt TGV ifi 70V *l9T7not/ TO Up09. Pailf. ArCacL 

p. 618. 

y Both thefe ideas are briefly exprefled by Valerius Flaccus. 
Sic ubi Mygdonios planftus facer abluit Almo, 

L&taque jam Cybele.—Argon. lib. viii. ver. 239. 

The river Almo or Almon, here mentioned, derived its name, 
like the city Almon in Thelfaly, from the Myfteries of Al- 
Mon, the divine lunar Ark. 

z Clem. Alex. Cohort, ad Gent. p. 16. 
a KaC«po», o» m; A»j^uTpo? Uptiq. Heiych. Cabarni Cereris 
funt apud Parios facerdotes. Ccel. Rhodig. Left. Ant. lib. xvi. 
cap. 20. 

repre- 
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rerrefented her wanderings after Proferpine 
in the very fame manner as thofe of Egypt 
exhibited the travels of His in fearch of Ofiris. 
This fimilarity is noticed by Ladlantius b : 
and Julius Firmicus joins together, with great 
propriety, the Myfteries of Bacchus, Profer-, 
pine, Attis, and Ofiris ; defcribing them all 

i 

as equally mournful, and equally commemo¬ 
rative of forae fuppofed death c , I am in¬ 
clined to think, that, in one refpeft, the rites 
of Ceres approximate more nearly to the pri¬ 
mitive tradition upon which they were 
founded, than thofe of either Ofiris, Adonis, 
or Attis. The mythology of the Hindoos, as 
we have feen d , reprefents the arkite goddefs 
Sita, the mother of all the deities, torn afun- 
der, and her limbs fcattered over the whole 
world ; and defcribes her confort Maha-De- 
va, the god of the Ark, as going in queft of 
them, with lamentations limilar to thofe 

t 

b Sacra vero Cereris Eleufinae non font his diflimilia. Nam 
ficut ibi Ofiris puer plant^u matris inquiritur $ ita hie ad in- 
certum patrui matrimonium rapta Prolerpina. La£fc. de Fal. 
Rel. lib, i. cap. 21. 

c Lugete mortuos veftros, et ipfi fimili morte morituri, Mit;- 
tite regibus veftris, ut vultis inferias, et orbitates eorum alio 
remediorum genere mitigate. Lugete Liberum, lugete Profer^ 
pinam, lugete Attin, lugete Ofyrin, fed fine noftrae qontutnelia 
dignitatis. Jul. Firm, de Error. Prof. Rel. p. 30. 

d Vide fupra p. 86 . 

z 3 prac- 
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1 


pra<ftifed in the Weft. In the Myfteries of 
Attis, Ofiris, and Adonis, this fable is exactly 
inverted; and the allegorical death of the di- 
luvian god is confounded with the dilacera¬ 
tion of the Ark: but, in the Myfteries of 
Ceres, the fable is only partially corrupted; 
and both the perfon who feeks, and the per- 
fon who is fought, is defcribed as a female. 
The fa<ft is, both Proferpine and Ceres are 
the fame mythological charafter, the lunar 
Ark ; confequently when Bacchus, the folar 
Noah, is added to them, the legend is com¬ 
plete Hence we find them all joined to¬ 
gether by Mnafeas, in his enumeration of the 
Cabiri f . 


e Liberum ad Solem volunt referre commenta Graecorum, 
Proferpinam vero Liberam dicentes Lunam effe confingunt. Jul. 
Firm, de Error. Prof. Rel. p. 19. From an ignorance of the 
mythological union of the arkite and Sabian worlhip, Firmicus 
very naturally afks, Quis vidit puerum Solem ? quis fefellit ? 
quis occidit ? quis laceravit ? quis divifit ? quis membris ejus 
epulatus eft? Quis Lunam rapuit? quis abfeondit ? quis Plu- 
tonis conjugem fecit ? Ibid. 

f In his firft lift he places Hades in the room of Bacchus, 
but thefe two deities were one and the fame. Paufanias how¬ 
ever mentions a temple, in which Bacchus, Ceres, and Profer¬ 
pine, were a&ually worfhipped together, n Kvjiov moq m Anfjcn- 

\ 

rpoq m otya^fAurot ecvruj n, xai n vrattq, xoct $cc$a. syup laxyoq. Pauf. 
Attic, p. 6. In another temple were adored the helio-arkite 
deities, Ceres, Proferpine, Minerva, and Apollo; Er* & tepo* st 

$ xtirot.1 Aupnrgoq xau ryq vctiXof ayaX/xara, xat A§yrxs 'xa» AttoX- 
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The Myfteries of Ceres were celebrated in 
the deep gloom of night, in allufion to the 
darknefs, which for a feafon inveloped the 
Noetic family, while confined within the 
womb of the Ark; and the wanderings of 
the goddefs, like thofe of Rhea, Venus, Ifis, 
and Latona, relate equally to the erratic Rate 
of that immenfe veflel upon the furface of 
the waters. Ceres is faid, in the courfe of 
her travels, to have met with Eubuleus; 
who, as we have feen, was the fame as Bac¬ 
chus, Jupiter, or Adonis, and who was fome- 
times feigned to be the fon of Ceres, and 
fometimes of Proferpine 8 . This Eubuleus is 
joined, by Clemens Alexandrinus, with Eu- 
molpus; and they were fuppoled to have 
jointly received Ceires upon her arrival at 
Eleufis h . According to Paufanias, Eumolpus 
was the prieft of Ceres and ProferpineHe 

Xwns. Jul. Firm, de Error. Prof. Rel. p. 91. and in a*hird, 
the Weft Wind, Ceres, Proferpine, Minerva, and Neptune. 
Er> Koa Z.$<pvpa t t (3 u(ao$, nati Arj^Tpo? Upot, koli t»j$ irai$cv* $s 
cQurit aSjjw x«i no<m&/> s^ovarb ripct;. Ibid. p. 89* No perlon, 
who has paid the leaft attention to the generally fyftematic ex- 
a&nefs of ancient mythology, will deem thefe combinations 
merely the eflfe6t of chance. 

.6 Vide fupra vol. i. p. 194. See alfo Arnob. adv. Gent, 
lib. v. p. 174.—Clem. Alex. Cohort, ad Gent. p. 17. 

h Clem. Alex. Ibid. 

* Ta & U^aTobv dcou EvjuoXft’Of xa» al Svyurtptf fyvfbP ctb Ki 

Pauf. Attic, p. 92. 

z 4 is 
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is clearly a mythological character ; inafmuch 
as he was the reputed fon of Neptune and 
Ghione, and was believed to have come, like 
Orpheus, out of Thrace k . His mother Chio- 
ne is G’lonah, the illujlrious dove ; and his 
grandfon Naiis is the fame as Nau or Noah. 
Tradition afferted, that this Naiis firft intro¬ 
duced the rites of the Eleulinian Ceres info 
Pheneon x . 

As for the city Eleufis, the principal feat 
of the Myfteries of Ceres, it is laid to have 
derived its name from the hero Eleufis. This 
fabulous perfonage was by fome eftcemed the 
offspring of Mercury, and Dai'ra daughter of 
Oceanus; while by others he was believed to 
have been the lbn of OgygeS m . Both thefe 
genealogies manifeftly refer to the diluvian 
idolatry, which was infeparably interwoven 
with the orgies of the Eleulinian Ceres. 

From Eleulis the Cabiric rites were thought 

# 

* TuTOP T 09 Ev^LqXTTOV U$IKB<T§CU IX QgZXK, noatidkMS 

vui$u otrct xau Xicttji. Ibid. 

1 ipenccTous h xui A?jf03Tpo? ertf »g£ov virixhn< 7 iv 'EXevermas, xat 
uyaa tv) refamp r at bp E favcrm fyafxBva, xau Trap a rat avrx 

(pctffKQVTtq xaStrn kepxi. A<pyxg avroiq Naox xccra fA.apTBVfA.ci 

I 

bk A b\<Pup* rpBTOP St atwoyopQp EvfA.oX7ra tutov BiPUh to* Naor, Pauf. 
Arcad. p. 630. 

m 'EXsvaiva h vjpuu, aty a tvjp woA** ovof/.u^aaif, 0 1 [/.bv *E^pta crailu 
b tpui k& A ctsipa; ZIksupu $vy»Tpo; As yvviv* to*? ^g If* Treroity^cra 
Qyvyav itva* cruTspu. Pauf. Attic, p. 93, 

- to 
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to have been introduced into Meifene. To 
this place they were brought by Caucon, the 
ion of Celaunus, the fon of Phlyus, who was 
reported to have been one of the children of 
the earth ; a title, as we have repeatedly feen, 
bellowed indifcriminately upon all the Tita¬ 
nic race. They were afterwards raifed to 
yet greater repute by Lycus the fon of Pan- 
dion; and they were laftly fuppofed to have 
been carried to Thebes by MethapusMoil 
of thefe various names are derived from the 
prevailing fuperilition. Meifene is Ma-Sen- 
Ai, the fond of the great Sun,; Caucon is Gau- 
Chon, the illujlrious priejl ; Celaunus is Cula- 
Nus, the arkite Noah ; Lycus is Luc, the Sun ; 
and Pandion is Ban-d’Ion, the fon of the dove. 
The Greeks indeed aiferted, that Meifene re¬ 
ceived its name from one Meifene, whom 
they defcribe as an Argive or arkite woman °, 

n Tlaf>* ravrvit rvt Mtaatitw ret opyiot xopu^uv rut MsyaAtw Qtut 
K .avxut vlbStt t£ Efavawoct o Ktlaurtt re Q>\vot ifc avrot aSij- 

tcttot Atyeat neaSet sttat yvs’ ofAoXoyn <5a a$iatt nett vfjttos M vaaus 

i$ Axfxvjrgot' Tvt rtXtrtit rut Mtyahut Qtut 
Avkos o Tlat^otos 9roXXot; trtait ifigot Ketvxutog irpovyaytt wXior 

ill o Ila>^o»o; tiros vt Avxos , rot im rv uxovi gyrti ry 
MiSaTTtf. MiTixo£Tf4rj<ri yap xat MiSaTTOf tvs TiAfTt}? in> a. *0 & 
MfSawoc yitos fjttt v* A$v*aio{, rthsrvs, xca opytut, xcti irottroiut am- 
OtTof xat QvGutoig rut K aSupvt ri}t nfarvt xartsyiaotro. 
Paul*. Meflen. p. 281. 

0 Pauf. Meflen. p. 2°o. 

and 
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and as the wife of Polycaon. This perfon, 
according to Paufanias, was the youngeft fbn 
of Lelex; but the Eean verfes p make him 
the offspring of Butus, and the hufband of 
Evcchme grand-daughter of Hercules'*. His 
pofterity poflefled the throne of Meffene dur¬ 
ing five generations, when Perieres was called 
to the crown. 'Perieres efpoufed Gorgopho- 
ne the daughter of Perfeus, and by her be¬ 
came the father of Aphareus and Leucippus. 
Aphareus built the city Arend, which, as we 
have feen, was one of the fettlements of the 
Minyae. - Into this city, the above-mentioned 
Lycus introduced the orgies of the great gods. 
As for the two fons of Aphareus, Idas and 
Lynceus, they were contemporary with the 
Diofcori, and engaged along with them in 
the Argonautic expedition r . Hence it is ma- 
nifeft, that the whole of the preceding hiflory 
is entirely mythological; inafmuch as it is 
connected with Butus, Hercules, Perfeus, the 
Diofcori, and the voyage of Jafon s . 


* The author of this ancient poem, now no longer extant, 
was Hefiod. See Athen. Deipnof. lib. x. p. 428.—Schol. in 
Apoll. Argon, lib. ii. ver. 181. 

* Pauf. MefTen. p. 280, 282. 

r Ibid. p. 283. 

9 Thefe rites, which were afterwards brpught to Meflene, 
are faid to have been anciently celebrated at Andania; a place, 
which feems to have received its name frjm Ani-Danah, the 


s 
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With regard to Proferpine, the imaginary 
daughter of Ceres, (he is celebrated in a very 
remarkable manner by fome of the ancient 
mythologifts. The Orphic poet ftyles her at 
once the life and the death of mortals 1 ; and 
defcribes her as being the mother of Eubu- 
leus or Bacchus, by an„ineffable intercourfe 
with Jupiter u . Homer reprefentt her fport- 
ing with the daughters of Ocean x ; and Por¬ 
phyry afierts, that the wood-pidgeon was fa- 

cred to her. He further obferves, that Ihc 

> ' 

was the fame as Maia, or the great mother, 
who is ufually faid to have been the parent 
of the arkite god Mercury y . After Ihe had 


Jbip of Noah, *H tiAitij to apyuiov z* e* A*$anet, Pauf. Mefien. 
p. 282 . 

1 Zuz mi Sot tar of [xavz Svztqh; 

« 

/ 

^spotfottia' Qtgus yap an, *ai murra (povtvtts. 

Orph. Hymn. 28 . 

^ EvCaX’ tvzroXvSeXs, A to? xa» Qipatpomns 

AppzTon XiJtrpohot Tex*u$n<;. 1 ■ — Orph. Hymn. 29 . 
This ineffable intercourfe relates to Jupiter’s affumption of a 
dragontine form, the import of which tradition has been (hewn 
above. 

* Evotzoalo h tv vpt.vu ra t; rzv AzpzIpa, aXKaq r * rut 

Oxia>8 Bvyaltpas xulap&ptovpitvos, us ofiov Kogz rz Az^zlpos iruityav. 

Pauf. Meflen. p. 354 . 

y T zs & QtgtparlzSj vrapa to QspSuv rzv Qarlav, Quant 0 i ToXXot 
rovvofta rut StcXoyuv. *lepov pit* uvlzf z Qarla, ho xai ui rzs M ata$ 
itptiut ravin* tctHz avaliStaat, Maia h n av% rz IJtpatflovz, Porph. 
de Abff. Anim. lib; iv. p. 166 . Cantab. 1655 . 

been 
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been carried off by her uncle Pluto, her mo¬ 
ther anxioufly fought her through various 
countries, bearing a lighted torch,, and begirt 
with a ferpent z . 

Since the Myfteries then of thefe various 
deities were all equally commemorative of 
the deluge, we {hall perceive the realon, why 
a pine-tree, in the rites of Cybele and'I(is, 
was hollowed into the fhape of a boat, and 
why the image of a man w r as placed within 
it. We lhall alfo underftand, why a wooden 
figure of a virgin was bewailed, during the 
fpace of precifely forty days, in the Myfteries 
of Ceres and Proferpine 1 . A beautiful wo¬ 
man, as I have frequently had occafion to ob- 
ferve, was a very common fymbol of the Ark b ; 

i 

7 Ceres, facibus accenfis, et ferpente circumdata, errore fub- 
reptam et corruptam Liberam anxia et follicita veftigat. Mi- 
nuc. Fel. O&av. p. 168. 

a In facris Phrygiis, quae matris deum dicunt, per annos 
iingulos arbor pinea caeditur, et in media arbore fimulachrura 
juvenis fubligatur. In Ifiacis facris de pinea arbore caeditur 
. truncus, hujus trunci media pars fubtiliter excavatur. Illis de 
fegminibus fa£lum idolum Ofiridis fepelitur. In Proferpinae 
facris caefa arbor in effigiem virginis formamque componitur, 
et cum intra civitatem fuerit illata, quadraginta no£Ubus plan- 
gitur. Jul. Firm, de Error. Prof. Rel. p. 53 - 

b The Ark was fometimes efteemed a virgin, and fometimes 
the confort of the arkite deity ; yet, in both cafes, it was equal¬ 
ly thought to have been a mother. Hence Buddha, Fohi* and 
Perfeys, were believed to have been the fons of virgins ; (Ra- 

tramn. 
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and forty days was the exadt period of the in- 
creafe of the diluvian waters c . 

It is worthy of obfervation, that an idea 
feems always to have prevailed among the 
initiated, that the groundwork of their Mys¬ 
teries was a fort of wonderful regeneration, 
or new-birth. Hence were inftituted the fin- 
gular rites of the Taurobolihm, and the Crio- 
bolium, of' which the following account is 
given us by Prudentius. 

“ When the day, fet apart for the confe- 
“ oration of the high-prieft, arrived, he de- 
“ feended, arrayed in his pontifical robes, 
“ into a pit, which had previoufly been dug 
“ for that purpofe. Above the pit was a kind 
* e of floor, the boards of which were perfo- 
“ rated w'ith an infinite number of holes. 
“ Upon this floor they led a bull crowned 
** with chaplets of flowers, and there cut his 
“ throat. The reeking blood, descending 
“ upon the boards, fell in Ihowers through 

the holes into the pit j and was received 


iramn. de Nat. Chrifti, cap. 3.—Mart. Hid. Sin. lib. i. p, 21.— 
Juft. Mart. dial, cum Tryph. p. 297.) and hence the Lamas 
of Thibet aflert, that their great god Xaca, who was the very 
fame as Buddha, was likewife born of a virgin. (Vallancey's 
Vind. of Anc. Hift. of Ireland, p. 451.) 

c “ And the 1 ain was upon the earth forty days, and for y 
u nights/' Gen. vii. 12. 

“ by 
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“ by the prieft upon his head, his body, and 
“ his raiment. When all the blood was 
“ drained, the victim was removed, and the 
“ high-prieft came out. It was a horrible 
“ fpeftacle to fee him in this plight, his head 
“ covered with blood, clotted drops flicking 
to his beard, and all his garment diflained: 
“ and yet, as foon as he appeared, he was 
u received with a general congratulation; 

and the aflembled multitudes, not daring 
“ to approach his perfon, adored him at a 
“ diftance, efteeming him a man awfully 
“ pure and holy d .” 

This baptifm of blood was conceived to 
regenerate thofe, upon whom it was con¬ 
ferred; and, in token of fuch regeneration, 
they wore their blood-ftained clothes as long 
as poflible. The vi&im was lometimes a 
ram inftead of a bull; and the facrifice was 

ft 

then ftyled Criobolium. It was ufually per- 

n * 

formed in honour of the great mother and 
Attis; or, in other words, of the Ark and 
Noah. Accordingly we find a perfon named 
Sextilius Agejilaiis, celebrating his regenera¬ 
tion, by the Taurobolium and the Crioboli¬ 
um, in an infcription to thefe deities. 

d Prud. apud Ban. Mythol. vol. i. p. 274. 
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MATRI. DEUM. ET. ATTIDI. SE- x 

XTILIUS. AGESILAUS. ABDESIUS. 

V. C. CAUSARUM. NON. IGNOBI- 

% 

LIS. AFRICANI. TRIBUNALIS. ORA¬ 
TOR. 

TAUROBOLIO. CRIOBOLIOQUE. IN. 

jETERNUM. 

RENATUS. ARAM. SACRA- 
VIT. DD. NN. VALENTE. V. 

ET. VALENTINIANO. 

JUN. AUGG. CONSS. e . 

From a variety of paffages in the InJUtutes of 
Menu , it is evident, that the fame idea of 
regeneration was prevalent alfo among the 
ancient Hindoos. 

Mr. Maurice imagines, that thele regene- 
ratory facrifices fhewed the deep and unani¬ 
mous conviction of the pagan world, that 
man had fallen from the high condition of 
his original purity I Hence he compares them, 
though doubtlefs with a becoming caution, 
to the initiatory rite ordained by Chrill ; and 
thinks, that, like baptifm, they fymbolized the 
neceflity of a radical converfion of the heart f . 


e Infcrip. apud Annot. in Jul. Firm, de Error. Prof. Rel. 

p . 56. 

f I had once adopted the fentiments of Mr. Maurice upon 

this 
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However plaufible this opinion may at 
firft fight appear, I cannot believe, that it 
refts upon any folid foundation. The rege¬ 
neration of the Myfteries was fimply a mytho¬ 
logical new-birth; nor had it the leaft refe¬ 
rence to that fpiritual change, which our 
Lord has pronounced to be fo eflential tofal- 
vation. When Noah entered into the gloomy 
womb of the Ark, he was faid, in the lan¬ 
guage of the epoptae, to have died; when he 
quitted it, he was defcribed as having been 
born again, and was accordingly reprefented 
by the Egyptians as an infant fitting upon 
the lotus s . Hence we find, that the diluvian 
gods, Bacchus, Ofiris, Hercules, Adonis, Mer- ■ 
. cury, Orpheus, Attis, and Hippolytus, were all 
feigned either to have tailed death, and after¬ 
wards to have experienced a miraculous revi¬ 
vification ; or to have defcended into the in¬ 
fernal- regions, and afterwards to have re¬ 
turned from them in fafety. This allegorical 
revivification was brought about by means of 
the Ark ; and accordingly the regeneration 
of the Myfteries was fuppofed to he procured 
by the blood either of a bull, or of a ram, 

\ 

this point$ but I am now perfuaded, that I was quite miftaken. 

See Horae Mofaicae, vol. ii. p. 107. note t. 
s Vide fupra vol. i. p. 314. note f. 

which 
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* 

which were the common arkite fymbols h . 
For the very fame reafon, I apprehend, one 
part of the Myderies confided in tearing a 
bull ‘ to pieces, in alludon to the mythologi¬ 
cal burding adinder of the Ark, from whole 
fruitful womb iflued all the hero-gods of the 
Gentiles k ; while another part was,devoted to 
the celebration of the bull as the parent of 
the dragon, and of the dragon as the parent 
of the bull, in reference to the two principal 
fymbols of the helio-arkite fuperdition l . 

That fuch is the real import of the term 
regeneration, when ufed by the epoptas, is 
lufficiently manifed from a very curious paf- 
iage in the treatife of Julius Firmicus. ' This 
author obferves, that, in the nocdurnal cele¬ 
bration of the Myderies, a datue was laid 
out upon a couch, as if dead, and bewailed 
with the bittered lamentations. When a 
diffident fpace of time had been confumed 

h It is obfervable, that a goat was fometimes the vi&im, in- 
ftead of a bull or a ram. I ftrongly fufpeft, from the manner in 
which this animal was introduced into the hiftory of Jupiter, 
that it alfo was an emblem of the Ark. 

1 This ceremony experienced precifely the fame corruption 
as the tradition upon which it was founded. Bacchus was faid 
to have been tom afunder inftead of the Ark $ and accordingly, 
in the Myfteries, a bull was torn to pieces inftead of a heifer. 

k Jul. Firm, de Error. Prof. Rel. p. 14. 

1 Ibid. p. 52. 

vol. 11. A a in 
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in all the mock folemnity of woe, lights were 
introduced, and the hierophant llowly chanted 
the following diftich. 

©atpaeire fjLvppou th B'ea tretrarpevx, 

E ?eu yetp rjfuv ex irovav currtiput, m . 

Courage, ye' Myftae, lo, our god js fafe. 

And all our troubles fpeedily (hall end. 

This ftatue was doubtlefs that of the arkite 
god, who is accordingly delcribed as having 
been faved from fome great calamity. His 
death, as I have obferved, or his entrance 
into the fabulous Hades, was nothing more 
than his temporary confinement within the 
gloomy cavity of the Ark ; and the regenera¬ 
tion of the Myfteries was limply his allegori¬ 
cal return to life and light. 

To the fame fource, I fufpeft, we may ul¬ 
timately trace the wild fable of the Metem- 
plychofis, which prevailed fo extensively both 
in the eaftern and in the weftern continent. 
It was only a corruption of the original my¬ 
thic regeneration. Not content with the 
fimple allegory of the arkite voyagers experi¬ 
encing a fecond birth, the fertile genius of 
paganifm loon invented a fuccefllon of 
changes, and literally fuppofed the foul to pafs 


m 


Jul. Firm, de Error. Prof. Rel. p. 45. 
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through the bodies of an infinite variety both 
of men and of animals. Hence we may ob- 
ferve, that the doctrine of the Metempfycho- 
fis makes a very confpicuous appearance in 
the Chaldean oracles, the hidden meaning of 
which I have already attempted to develope n ; 
and hence Apollonius, with the utmoft pro¬ 
priety, deduces this widely prevailing notion 
from the Argoan or arkite voyage, and repre- 
fents Ethalides, one of his heroes, as the head 
of a long tranfmigratory fucceffion 0 . 

It will not be improper to conclude thefe 
remarks upon the ancient orgies of Bacchus, 
Ceres, Ifis, and Cybele, with pointing out 
the manner, in which I conceive them to 
have been celebrated at their original inftitu- 
tion, previous to their corruption by the Hin¬ 
doos, the Greeks, and the Egyptians ; a cor¬ 
ruption, which confifted of aicribing to the 
Ark what belongs to Noah, and to Noah 
what belongs to the Ark. 

The primitive Myfteries commenced, I ap¬ 
prehend, in allufion to the erratic Hate of the 
Ark upon the iurface of the diluvian waters, 

u A»£eo av o^sToy, o§iy, *j rm 

HvfxoiTt Smevrocf, i7Ti Ta|tr a(p’ *)<; tppvw, 

At$* s * uparvicriiq ■■ 

V 

Soy yx(> uyysiov Byptq %Bovo$ Orac. Mag. p. 17* 

• Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 641.—Schol. in Ibid. ver. 645. 

A a 2 with 
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with reprcfenting the great Mother as ram¬ 
bling over the whole world, and as purfued by 
the monfter Typhon. During this period, 
the ineffable wonders of the infernal regions, 
or in other words of the vaft central abyfs, 
were difplayed in all their horrors before the 
eyes of the aftonifhed afpirant; and Ofiris, 
Bacchus, or Maha-Deva, titles under which 
the great patriarch was venerated by his pof- 
terity, were bewailed as having experienced 
an untimely death. Such was the firft: or 
mournful part of the Myfteries. The fecond 
opened with an exhibition of the flopping of 
the Baris, and with the indecencies of the 
phallagogia. Thefe were /followed by the 
new-birth, or revivification, of the arkite 
deity; the burfling afixnder of the Great 
Mother; the fcattering of her limbs; and 
the egrefs of the Noetic hero-gods. The la¬ 
mentations and gloom, with which the firft 
part of the Myfteries was celebrated, were 
now exchanged for the mod frantic expref- 
ftons of joy, and for a general illumination of 
the facred facellum ; and the epoptae now 
palled from the darknefs of Tartarus to the 
divine fplendor of Elyftum p . 

J 

p Mod of thefe circumfiances are mentioned by Jamblichus 
in a carious pafTage, which has been already cited. H yoq tow 

oapxtof TTforafaftiv, v tcc xfvirla tvs Infos txtyxmr, v to if a&vc-au 
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With regard to the various corruptions of 
thefe orgies, the Hindoo mythology properly 
reprefents the Ark, not the arkite deity, as 
torn to pieces ; but it erroneoufly defcribes 
the latter as wandering through the world, 
indead of the former. On the other hand, 
the Egyptian and Greek mythologies properly 
repreient Ifis, or Ceres, as the wanderer; but 
erroneoufly confound together the burfting 
afunder of the Ark, and the mythological 
death of Noah. Hence we find, that Bac¬ 
chus and Ofiris are both faid to have tailed 
death, which is right: but then, in addition 
to this, they are further laid to have been 
torn to pieces by the Titans or Noachidaj, 
which is wrong; for that circumflance ought 
to have been predicated of Ifis or Ceres only. 

I ihall now proceed to examine the ac¬ 
counts, which have been handed down to us 
of the celebrated grotto of Mithras. 

It has been obferved, in many different 
parts of the preient work, that, wherever the 
rites of the Cabiri. prevailed, we always find 
them in fome manner or other conne&ed 
with caverns. Thus, Rheo, who was expofed 


wrroppylw hiij ryftiv rvjt Baptv, rj rat /utXni ra 0<r»r*3o$ 

T u TvQwif n aXXo t » roiovlov avruXu iromrHv. Jamb, de Myft. 
Se&. vi. cap. 51. 
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at fea in an Ark, brought forth her fon Ani- 
us in a cave : Bacchus, who was alfo jexpofed 
in an ark, was nurfed in a cave: Typhon, or 
the diluvian ocean, was produced from a cave: 
Jupiter was born in the Didtean cave of 
Crete: the ftatue of Ceres-Hippia-Cabiria 
was placed by the Phigalenfians in an artifi¬ 
cial cave: the firft horfe Siiyphus was pro¬ 
duced by Neptune out of a rock : the Argo- 
nautic Jafon was educated in the cave of 
Chiron: Mithras was fuppofed to have been 
born out of a rock : and the moft myfterious 
rites of the Samothracian Cabiri were per¬ 
formed within the dark recedes of the cave 
Zerinthus q . I have further obferved, that 
the Cabiric cavern was lymbolical of the 
Hades of the Epoptas, or the vaft central ca¬ 
vity of the earth, out of which the waters of 
the deluge principally iflued. 

The Noetic gods, worlhipped within thele 

facred caverns, were termed Patart, Patrici, 

Patr'oi, or Patrei; all which appellations are 

equally derived from Patar, to difmifs or to 

open, and equally allude to the egrefs of the 

1 1 

* This famous cave was fometimes alfo called Saon from the 
woifhip of Za-On, the illujlrious Sun, 

m 

Zh£h$o>» aflgo* tm xV9oaipaHf$ Sea? 

Awm, sgvfxvof ithcpKvpGafla/p, Xkov. 

Lycoph. CaiT. ver. 77. 

Noa- 
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NoachicUe from the Ark. That veffel itfelf 
-was called Patara, or Putara 1 ; and- the ca- 
verns. likewife, which were devoted to the 
helio-arkite Myfteries, bore the fame name 
of Patara, Petera, or Petra, though, I ap¬ 
prehend, with a fomewhat different idea. 
The Ark, as I have juft obferved, was deno¬ 
minated Patara, from the egrefs of the Noa- 
chidae : but the title feems to have been be¬ 
llowed upon the confecrated fymbolical ca¬ 
vern, becaufe the waters of the deluge iffued 
from the central abyfs; or, in the language 
of Scripture, becaufe “ the fountains of the 
** great deep were broken up” or opened. In 
procefs of time, the word Petra, though pri¬ 
marily applied to the Cabiric grotto alone to 
the exclufion of other grottos, acquired a 
more general fignification, and was, extended 
by the Greeks to all kinds of rocks and ca¬ 
verns whatfoever. 

The Mithratic cave was fomptimes deno¬ 
minated the cave of the Nympha. Thefe 
imaginary females, as we learn from Homer, 
were Naiads or Water-Nymphs; and they 
were the very fame mythological perfonageS 


T Hence Patera, a flat open cup. I have already noticed the 
connexion between (hips and cups. In the Chaldaic oracles 
the Ark is ftyled Arcba-Patrica. Vide fupra p. 149. 
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as the fifty Nereids, the fifty daughters of 
Danaus, the Titknides, or the Cabirides. The 
name however of Nympha feems to have been 
given to them, in allufion to the pretended 
oracles, which were ufually eftab|i£Jied in the 
Mithratic Patarae ; for Numphai is Nuh-Om- 
Phi, the oracle of the folar Noah. 

A vrctf) stti Kpcvror Xifjusvoc rctvvtyvKkcs sXetifj' 
Ayxv&i cturffc ccvrpov 67ni(>ct,Tov fiepoekte? 

‘I (>0V WfJitycUOV, Oil N ffici&f KCiXSOVTOd. 

Ev Je, K^firti^ec Ti kou otfiQiQofnie? scun 
A&ivoi, evB’et €7tsita T&eL&Gxnrwi /ueAtcnrcii. 

Ev W 01 Xt&eoi ore^ijUifjiCBi^ svB’oi rt Wfitpai 
$ci(>s vtycuvxcnv dXt7ro()<pvpci s B’olv/m derB'ctr 
Ev S* VOCLT cuvdovTet' £va ft re oi Bvpeti ettnv. 

At 7rpos (Zopecto xctTcuGctTcti etvB'PUTrtunv, 

Al o etv 7rpoi votov ein S’earregcu’ xfen Ksinj 
Avopss etcep%oiiTM, ctXX e&eu/cvruv ofos (Ti s . 

High at the head, a branching olive grows, 
And crowns thepointed cliffs with (hady boughs. 
Beneath, a gloomy grotto’s cool recefs 
Delights the Nereids of the neighbouring leas; 
Where bowls and urns were form’d of living 
ftone, 

And mafiy beams in native maible fhone } 

On which the labours of the Nymphs were 
roll’d. 

Their webs divine of purple mix’d with gold. 


* Horn. Odyff. lib. xiii. ver. 102. 


Within 


Digitized by ^.ooQie 



/ 

\ 

ON THE CABIRI. 361 

< 

Within the cave the cluftering bees attend 

Their waxen works, or from the roof depend. 

Perpetual waters o’er the pavement glide ; 

Two marble doors unfold on either fide ; 

\ * 

Sacred the fouth, by which the gods defcend. 

But mortals enter at the northern end. Pope. 

i 

Such was the far-famed Homeric cave of 
the Nymphs*; upon which a confiderable 
degree of light is thrown by the very curious 
treatife of Porphyry, though I can not think 
all his explanations perfe&ly juft. After fome 


1 The Print prefixed to the firft of thefe volumes is a repre- 
fentation of a Nympheum or Mithratic cavern. The original, 
from which it was engraved, was found in the wall of an an¬ 
cient cell, that Jay concealed beneath the furface of the ground 
in the Barberini gardens at Rome. Alexander Donatus con¬ 
jectures, that it was a reprefentation of the cave of Jupiter, on 
account of the goats, which make fo confpicuous an appearance 
in it; but Lucas Holitenius diifents from him, and fuppofes it 
to v be a Nympheum. (Comment. Luc. Holden* in Tab. 
Barb.) This difference however in their opinions is more ap¬ 
parent than real 5 for the Cretan cave of Jupiter, the Samo- 
thracian cave of the Cabjri, the Homeric cave of the Nymphs, - 
and the Perfian cave of Mithras, were all equally devoted to 
the Myfteries of the helio-arkite fuperftition. Hence we find, 
that in a Nympheum, mentioned by Paufanias, were placed 
the flatues of the Cabiric gods Bacchus, Ceres, and Proferpine. 

Ayafyxara Atotvtre xai As/xjjI^oc xcti Kop*, ra 'argoo-anrot (poc\voviot> tv 

rv tvpfuH Pauf. Corinth, p. 136. In fumma parte ta- 
bellae, apud aedes Barberinas affervatae, Hermas videre licet 
ithyphallos; honefti autem caufa, phallos, in noftro exemplari, 
miffos facere fatius putavimus. 

ge- 
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general remarks, he informs us, that, among 
the ancient mythologifts, a cave was fymbo- 
lical of the world; the exterior part repre- 
fenting the furface of the earth, and the hol¬ 
low interior the great central cavity : and he 
adds, that to the world thus lymbolized the 
name of Petra was enigmatically given. This 
remarkable declaration however he nearly 
ruins, by whimfically aflertipg, that, the 
world and the rocky cavern being equally 
felf-exiflent, the one was therefore made an 
emblem of the other. He afterwards oblerves 
very juftly, that ftreams of water were intro¬ 
duced into the Nymphean cave, in allufion 
to the whole body of waters, which proceed 
from the bowels of the earth. He further 
informs us, that Zoroafter confecrated a na¬ 
tural grotto in the mountains of Perfia, 
decked with flowers and watered with foun¬ 
tains, to Mithras the univerfal father ; and 
that by this grotto he defigned to lymbolize 
the world : that from Zoroafter the cuftom 
extended itfelf to others alio, who, in imita¬ 
tion of him, celebrated their facred myfte- 
rious rites in caverns, fometimes natural, and 
fometimes artificial: that hence Cronus was 
fuppofed to have conftru6ted a cave in the 
centre of the Ocean, and to have hid his 
children within it: and that hence alio Ceres 

was 
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was believed to have educated Proferpine in 
a cave along with the Nymphs. Porphyry 
accordingly infers very naturally, that the 
cave of the Curetes in Crete, where Jupiter 
was feigned to have been born ; the cave in 
Arcadia facred to Pan and the Moon, or, in 
other words, to Noah and the Ark ; and the 
cave in Naxus, which was dedicated to Bac¬ 
chus i were all equally imitations of the ori¬ 
ginal Mithratic cavern. The arkite deity in 
fhort was always, in fome manner or other, 
connected with a cave : whence, as Jupiter, 
Anius, and Bacchus, were all fuppofed to 
have been born in caves; fo we are informed 
by Juflin Martyr, that it was a part of the 
creed of the initiated, that Mithras was born 
out of a Petra, or rock u . In all thefe cafes, 
I ftrongly fufpedt, that the Patara, or Jymboli- 
cal cavern, has been confounded with Patara, 
the Ark. The miftake was very eafy, lince 


u O* t« MiSptf fAvruftet magothSofaynan ex irtr^cte 

*vtq9. Dial, cum Tryph. p. 296. I am much furprifed, 
that fo able a mythologift as Mr. Maurice Ihould fuppofe, that 
the fable of Mithras being born out of a rock means nothing 
more than the production of tire by the collifion of two flints. 
Ind. Ant. vol. ii. p. 202. Upon l'uch principles how are we 
to account for the birth of the horfe Sifyphns from a rock, and 
for the circumftance of the title Petreus being, bell owed upon 
the marine deity Neptune ? 

the 
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the fame name, though for fomewhat differ¬ 
ent reafons, was applied to both. 

The Nymphean cavern then being lymbo- 
lical of the central abyfs, the rocky bowls and 
the flowing dreams, which were introduced 
into it, will neceflarily relate to the vad cir¬ 
cular arch of rock, and to the mats of fub- 
terraneous waters confined within it; while 
the fable of the Naiads weaving webs round 
rollers of done feems to have entirely origi¬ 
nated from the midaking of one oriental 
word for another. Porphyry fancies, that 
thefe dony looms typify the bones of the hu¬ 
man body, and the webs the flefh: but I am 
rather inclined to conjecture, that Arag, to 
•weave, has been fubdituted for Arach, the 
Ark or long Jhip ; and that, in confequence 
of fuch fubditution, the diluvian Nereids 
have been metamorphofed into weavers x . 


x I fufpe&, that the whole fable of Arachne fprung from a 
fimilar mifprifion of the very fame terms. Arachne is Arach- 
Nah, the Ark of Noah ; whence the is juftly fly led by Ovid a 
Meonian or arkite , and feigned to be the daughter of Idmon or 
Ida-Mon, the Irfean Mon, (See Ovid, Metam. lib. vi. in init.) 
I have already obferved, that Meon, or Baal-Meon, was the 
fame as Mon, Monu, Menu, or Noah. Arag however fignify- 
ing to weave, the ancient fabulifts ftippofed Arachne to be a 
weaver, precifely in the fame manner as Homer makes the Ne¬ 
reids weavers. 

The 
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■ The next matter, which attracts our atten¬ 
tion, in the .Nymphean cavern, is the fwarm 
of bees, and the honey, which they are fup- 
pofed to have made there. We learn from 
one of the ancient oracles collected by Opfo- 
peus, that honey was ufed in the facrifices to 
Bacchus and the Nymphs y ; and Sophocles 
informs us, that libations of honey and water 
were made in honour of the Erinnues 2 , which 
tremendous deities, as I have already ob- 
ferved, were in reality arkite deities. Ac¬ 
cording to Porphyry, honey was introduced 
into the Myfteries as a fymbol of death, on 
which account it was offered to the infernal 
gods. This notion will fhew us the reafon, 
why the Chaldeans, who were deeply verfed 
in the Cabiric orgies, were accuffomed to 
embalm their dead with honey*. The death 
however, celebrated in the Myfteries, of 

which honey was the fymbol, was not 1 ap- 

' « 

y Xsvi &iun>c<n<i t« Orac. Vet. Oplbp. 

P* 45 * 

2 *Yoaro$, pthurav^' vpo^sfthf p&v, Oedip. Colon. 

,ver. 494. 

a Ta<pcu h in /xiXm. Herod, lib. i. cap. 198. For the 
fame reafon, the Egyptians, when upon folemn occafions they 
facrificed a cow to the great goddefs, were accu domed to fill 
the ftomach of the vi6tim, after having fird taken out the en¬ 
trails, with fine bread, honey , raifins, figs, frankincenfe, and 
myrrh. Herod, lib. ii. cap. 40. 

prehend 
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prehend a literal, but merely an allegorical 
death ; the death in fhort of Bacchus, Ado¬ 
nis, and Ofiris, or, in other words, the con¬ 
finement of Noah within his Ark or coffin: 
fuch a death as this therefore was very natu¬ 
rally defcribed as being fweet, for it was in 
fadt a prefervation from danger b . In allufion 
to the lymbolical honey, Samothrace, the 
grand feat of the Cabiric fuperftition, was 
once denominated Melita c j and for precifely 
the fame reafbn, Jupiter was fometimes 
feigned to have been fed, during his infancy, 
by a fwarm of bees d . Thefe bees, as we 
learn from Porphyry, were nothing more than 
the myftic prieftefles of the infernal Ceres, 
Who were called Melijfce or Me lit toe*) a name, 

b Theie remarks will explain the meaning of a curious tra¬ 
dition, preferred by Theocritus, refpe&ing a perfon denomi¬ 
nated Comatas. This Comatas is faid to have been (hut up in 
an ark during the fpace of a year, and there fed with honey. 

SI fjMxaptn Kopcncc, tv reth rtpTrtu wworvsK* 

K«t tv xxTtxKaa^ns is Xagvotxa, xa\, tv pte Xicrtruv 
K zftot fipGopepos, ito s ufio* i£eTt\i(TO‘a.s. 

Theoc. Idyll, vii. ver. 83. 

Comatas is Com-Ait-i^.s, the blazing Sun worth ip ped in con- 
jun6tion with Noah. 

c Strab. Geog. lib. x. p. 47a. 
d Virg. Georg, lib. iv. ver. 149. 

c Kflti t as AijpnTfos iepuas, «« Tt)S %$onxs Btxg pvnfxf, ftitocrai 

0» « ra^am sxaAtf*. Porph. de Ant. Nymph, p. a6i, Cantab. 

* 6 55 - 

which, 
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which, according to a cuftom familiar to the 
pagans, they feem to have alfumed from the 
deity whom they ferved. * Ceres, Venus, or 
Aflarte, was ftyled by the Babylonians Mylit- 
ta, or the goddefs of generation ; and, as the 
Cabiric priefts affumed the title of Cabiri\ 
Curetes, or Corybantes, fo the prieftefles of 
Mylitta called themfelves Melijfa , or Melitta. 
The name was afterwards extended to bees. 

i * 

which animals, from their great vigour, acti¬ 
vity, and livelinefs, were thought to be pro¬ 
per emblems of what the epoptae termed 
nevo-born fouls f . Thefe new-born fouls were 
believed to have been produced from an ox, 
whence they were denominated bugenis\ and, 
bees being fymbolical of them, we lhall per¬ 
ceive how the ancient notion originated, that 
they alio were generated from the carcafe of 
a heifer. Porphyry accordingly informs us, 
that both the new-born fouls, and their fym- 
bols the bees, w r ere alike intitled bugenis , or 
ox-born g . It is impoffible to attach any fig- 


* Virgil afcribes even a portion of the divinity to bees. 

His quidem (ignis, atque haec exempla fecuti, 

Effe apibus partem divinae mentis, et hatiftus 
./Ethereos dixere-. Georg, lib. iv. ver. 219. 

£ Bayttett £ ai {jL&io-crtxV non . £* e; jeve?iv mron, 

Porph. de Ant. Nymph, p. 262. — piKurcw, otX @xyr;eif 

trvfJogQwv. Ibid. p. 260. 

nification 
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nification to this ftrange notion, unlefs we 
adopt the fyftem, that the Myfteries were 
commemorative of the deluge j and that the 
ox-born fouls mean nothing more than the 
eight living fouls, who iflued from their alle¬ 
gorical mother the bovine Ark. The heifer, 
as I have frequently obferved, was a lymbol 
of that veflel; and afterwards, upon the in¬ 
troduction of Sabianiftn, it became likewife 
an emblem of the Moon, which was wor- 
Ihipped conjointly with the Ark. Hence we 
may underftand the lingular aflertion of Por¬ 
phyry, that the great infernal goddefs Profer- 
pine had the epithet honied affigned to her; 
and that the Moon was fometimes faid to be 
a bee, and at other times an ox h . Hence 
alfo we may learn the import of the beautiful 
legend of Arifteus, introduced by the excel¬ 
lent mythologift Virgil into the fourth book 
.of his Georgies. 

Arifteus was the fon of Apollo by the 
nymph Curene, and was educated, like Jafon 

k Amyi & Tijn Kopi* SeXuwjn r» naan ytnn&f wpoarcL- 

Tl f.AiXiffffX9 SKatev* Cttewq Ti tTe I T UVf09 fXS9 SeAij a* KCU 

XsAam? o ravpoq. Porph. de Ant. Nymph, p. 261. The epi¬ 
thet Melitodes or loiiitd here applied to Proferpine is in fa£t 
Melito-Dea, the goddefs of generation; hence Porphyry very 
juftly proceeds to obferve, that Selene, or the arkite Moon, was 
called Melijfa , becaul'e (he prefided over generation. 

and 
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and Achilles, in the cave of the centaur Chi¬ 
ron. His mother Curene was the lifter of 
Larifla, whofe hiftory has been already fuffi- 
ciently dilcufled; and Arift&us himlelf, as 
we have feen, was the lover of Euiydice the 
wife of Orpheus. He was the fame in fa<ft 
as the Jupiter and Apollo of the Greek my¬ 
thology, and as the Agreus or Agruerus of 
Sanchoniatho ; all which deities were equally 
the folari-agricultural patriarch. According¬ 
ly we find, that Arift&us was fuppoied to be 
an Arcadian, or arkite; and that he was wor- 
fhipped by the Aimonians, or arcalatreutae *, 
under the feveral titles of Jupiter-Artjftus, 
Apollo , Agreus , and Nomtus. Bacchylides 
fuppoles, that there were four Ariftei: one, 
the fon of Caryftus ; another, of Chiron; a 
third, like Cronus, of Uranus and Ge; and a 
fourth, of Apollo and Curene. All thefc 
however were one and the fame perfon, 
namely Ares-Theus, the helio-Noetic God k . 
Virgil defcribes Arift&us, as defcending into a 
cave beneath the river Peneus, in order that 
he might conlult his mother refpedting his 
bees, which had been deftroyed by the 


* Aimonia is Ai-Mona, the land of the lunar Ark . 
k See Apoll. Argon, lib. ii. ver. joo. et infra. — $chol. in 
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Nymphs, as a punilhment for his attempting 
the chaftity of Eurydice. By the advice of 
his parent he appeafed the offended deities, 
together with the lhades of Orpheus and his 
confort; and thus at length procured a frelh 
fwarm of bees from the carcafe of a heifer. 
It is remarkable, that the poet mentions Be- 
roe, or the divine covenant, among the lifters 
of Curene; while, what appears decidedly to 
confirm the preceding obfervations, his com¬ 
mentator Servius affirms, that the fable of 
Arifteus plunging beneath the waves, and en¬ 
tering into the facred cavern to converfe with 
his mother, was entirely borrowed from the 
mythology of Egypt. 

A bull then being lymbolical of Noah, and 

a heifer of the Ark, we lhall be able to afcer- 

% 

tain the meaning of the word Buclopus % 
which Porphyry aftures us was one of the 
titles of Mithras 1 , and which the Greeks, 
agreeably to their ufual euftom, interpreted a 
Jiealer of oxen m . Buclopus is Bu-Col-Op, the 

1 BtfxAoiro; 5 ty,i yivtjut AsAvSortf? axawv* Porph. de Ant. 
Nymph, p, 262. 

m I much doubt the propriety of Mr. Maurice’s mode of 
interpreting this title. “ Mithras is faid by Porphyry to have 
** been a dealer of oxen, which he fecreted in caverns 5 inti- 
" mating at once, that the Sun, like the ox, was the emblem of 
te fertility, and that his prolific and generative heat produced 
if that fertility by fecret and invifible operations.** Maurice’s 

Ind. 
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tauric ferpent of the Ark: accordingly, while 
we are told on the one hand, that Mithras 
was the Sun we find, on the other, that he 
was depicted riding on the arkite bull of Ve¬ 
nus °. The fable of Mercury {pealing the 
oxen of Apollo arofe from the fame mifcon- 
ception of the facred helio-arkite title Buclop, 
which was equally * and for fimilar reafons, 
bellowed both upon Mercury and Mithras. 
Porphyry concludes his remarks upon the 
bees of the Myfteries by obferving, that the 
epoptae did not confider them emblematical 
of all fouls in general, but only of the fouls . 
of the juft. The rcafbn why this diftinition 
was made is evident: the bees fymbolized 
only the juft, man and his pious family, not 
the incorrigible race which perifhed beneath 
the waves of the deluge. 


Ind. Ant. vol. il. p. 202. Porphyry certainly denominates 
Mithras Buclopus , but I cannot find, that he makes any men¬ 
tion of his fecreting oxen in caverns ; nor can I comprehend, 
why the Sun fiiould be deemed a Jlealer of oxen, becaufe he was 
the great material caufe of plenty and fertility. 

n 0 •tsupot nisraif. Helych. Lex. Soli invi£to 

Mithrae. Infcrip. apud Martian. Capell. lib. iii. 

0 Ewo%sit of h ravpat Atygohrijc, us not 1 0 ravpos fopuupyof Vf & 
Kcti yttscnus ^scrTrori)?. Porph. de Ant. Nymph, p. 2^> 
Th$ reader will recolle6t the famous Bacchic chaunt. 

Tuvpos 3 ]pax orrosy net 1 tystxuv ruvpa mulvip. 

The bull the ferpent’s fire, the bull’s the ferpent. 

b b z With 
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With regard to the two doors of the Mi-* 
thratic cavern, the one pervious to mortals, 
and the other to immortals. Porphyry fup- 
pofes, that they relate to the famous lidereal 
•metempfychofis of the oriental world; and 
Mr. Maurice, taking that metempfychofis in 
its abfolute and, literal fenfe, has adopted his 
opinion. The metempfychofis however was 
nothing more than an extended corruption of 
the original allegorical regeneration of the 
Myfteries; and, when the rites of Sabianifm 
were ingrafted upon the orgies of the Ark, 
the Grange fable of the tranfmigration of the 
foul through the Sun, the Moon, and the 
Stars, was forthwith invented. The immor¬ 
tals, as we have repeatedly feen, are the Noe¬ 
tic Ogdoad ; and the mortals, thofe who were 
deftroyed by the flood: whence it will fol¬ 
low, that, of the two doors of the Mithratic 
Petra, that, which Homer calls the defcent of 
mortals p , is the vaft fiflure of the central 
abyfs, through which the waters iflued, and 
through which they afterwards returned, car¬ 
rying down with them the bodies of the 
dead; while that, which he denominates the 
pajfage of immortals, and through which he 
affirms, that no mortal was allowed to 


? HCtTUlGxTOU cttSfianoKriv. 
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pafs q , is the door of the other Patara, the Ark r . 
In allufion to the firft of thefe doors, the Or¬ 
phic, poet celebrates the Titans, that is the 
impious Titans, as dwelling within the deep 
recedes of the earth, the gloomy realms of 
Tartarus s ; in allufion to the latter, Janus, or 
Noah, was called Thyrsus, and venerated as 
the god of the door; and, in allufion to them 
both, Virgil defcribes the myftic Hades, or 
the great cavity of the earth, of which the 
Mithratic grotto was a lymbol, as having two 
gates 


q '■ 1 xttnj 

i 

curs^orraci, aXX* ct§a,votTU* o$oq *$-»»• v 

It may not be improper to obferve, that the very elegant, 
though inaccurate tranflator, Mr. Pope, has completely de¬ 
parted from the exa&nefs of the original. Homer diftinguifhes 

* 

between the defcent of mortals, and the pajfage of the gods $ for 
the former, though a paffage, was a defcent, while the latter, 
though equally a paffage, was an afcent: whereas Mr. Pope 
precifely inverts the terms, and thus ruins the fenfe. 

Sacred the fouth, by which the gods defcend. 

But mortals enter at the northern end. 
r If the reader will turn to the plate, prefixed to the former 
of thefe volumes, he will immediately perceive, that the petra, 
there reprefented, is accurately defcribed as having two gates. 
The upper of thefe I conceive to be the arkite patara 5 and the 
lower, the patara of the great abyfs. 

8 Orph. Hymn. 36. The whole of this hymn has been alt 
ready cited. Vide fupra p. 2 66, 267. 

* jEneid. lib. vi. ver. 893. 

b b 3 Por- 
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Porphyry concludes his treatife with a va¬ 
riety of refined remarks upon the olive, which 
Homer reprefents as overfhadowing the Nym- 
phean cavern. None of them however are 
in the lead degree fatisfadlory, excepting his 
obfervation, that fuppliants were accuftomed 
to bear olive branches in their hands, from 
which they augured, that the gloom of their 
prefent calamities would be exchanged for 
light, happinefs, and profperity u . Here we 
have fome remains of the original" matter of 
fa6t, though completely mifunderftood and 
perverted by Porphyry. The olive in the 
Myfleries was commemorative of the olive- 
branch brought back to Noah by the dove: 
and it was the propitious omen, that the pa¬ 
triarch arid his family would fpeedily emerge 
from the gloom of the Ark to the light of 
day; that they would exchange their con¬ 
finement for liberty; and that they would each 
foon be able to exclaim in the language of 
the myftagogue, “ I have efcaped an evil, I 
“ have found a better lot x .” With a fimi- 
lar allufion to the hiftory of the deluge, the 1 

' t 

u A httstcu h iragctm&oti To rw rntpunvixina ttaua; evy&tfar, 
o *t* wort fjLrivvti —E* t«k hiTXHcuq kou UsTypiecif t as tw tXcctaf $a m 
Xiucf irporstpaaw' to Pitvxop avrotf to axorwot tup xifSvpuv ptra m 

GaXhur oTTTsvofjLtPoi, Porph. de Ant. Nymph, p. 269, 270. 

* Efvyop xaxop, 1 vpot ap. hpqp, Vide fiipra vol. i. p. 276. 
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priefts of Mithras were ftyled Hierocoraces, or 
facred ravens 1 ; and the oracular .prieftefleS of 
Hammon, Peleiades, or doves 1 : while, in con- 
fequence of the clofe connexion of the dove 
and the olive, a particular fpecies of that tree 
was denominated Columbas \ 

Thefe remarks upon the treatife of Por¬ 
phyry will prepare us for the examination of 
feveral other Mithratic caverns ; one of the 
mod celebrated of which was that of Tro- 
phonius in Beotia. 

Upon the death of Orchomenus, whom I 
have {hewn to be Orca-Menu, or the arkite 
Noah, his kingdom was fuppofed to have de¬ 
volved to Clymenus, the grandfon of Phrixus. 
Clymenus was flain by the Thebans at the 
feftival of the Oncheftian or oceanic Nep¬ 
tune, and he was fucgeeded by his eldeft fon 
Erginus, the father of Trophonius and Aga- 
medes. Trophonius is faid to have been 
nurfed. by Ceres-Europa and he had a con¬ 
secrated grove near the city Orchomenus, and 
in it a famous oracular cavern. Upon the 
bank of the adjacent river ftood a fmall tem¬ 
ple of the nymph Hercyna, who was wor- 

y Ban. Mythol. vol. i. p. 289. 

* Herod, lib. ii. cap. 55. 

• Athen. Deipnof. lib. ii. p. 56. 

b b 4 {hipped 
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flipped in conjunction with him, and who 
was fuppofed to have been the companion of 
Proferpine. Near the river was alfo a tumu¬ 
lus, {aid to be the monument of a perlon 
called Arcefilaus ; and a chapel, dedicated to 
Ceres-Europa. Within the cavern were fta- 
tues of Trophonius and Hercyna, holding in 
their hands rods, around which ferpents were 
intwined. Not far from the oracle was a 
flatue of Jupiter-Pluvius : and, upon the 
fummit of the hill, a temple of Apollo; an¬ 
other of Proferpine, and Jupiter ; and a third 
of Juno, Jupiter, and Saturn. The rivulet 
itfelf was named Hercyna ; and the cavern, 
which Paufanias informs us was artificial, 
was fb contrived, that the flxeam flowed out 
of it. When any perfon wifhed to confult 
the oracle, he was firfl: walhed in this confe- 
crated water by two youths, each of whom bore 
the title of Mercury or Cafmilus. He was then 
direCled to drink of the fir earns of Lethe and 
Mnemofyne; the firfl: of which removed from 
his recollection all profane thoughts, and the 
fecond enabled him to remember whatever 
he might fee in the cave. Afterwards he 
was drefled in a linen robe, and conducted in 
folemn proceffion to the oracle. The mouth 
of the cavern was fhaped like an oven b , be- 

b From the circumftance of the mouths of the artificial Mi- 

thratic 
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ing extremely narrow and deep; and the 
method of defending into it was by means 
of a fmall ladder. Arriving at the bottom, 
the votary found another cave ; the entrance 
into which was yet more draight than that of 
the former. Here he prodrated himfelf upon 
the ground, holding in either hand the offer¬ 
ings to Trophonius, which confided of cakes 
mixed with honey. Immediately his feet 
were feized, and his whole body was drawn 
into the cavern, by the agency of fome invi- 
dble power. Here he beheld fuch vifions, 
and heard fuch voices, as feemed bed to the 
tutelary deity of the place. The refponfe 
being given, he forthwith felt himfelf con¬ 
veyed out of the cavern, in the fame manner 
as he had been drawn in, his feet in both 
cafes being foremod. As foon as he once 
more emerged to open day, he was conduced 
by the officiating prieds to the chair of Muc¬ 
in ofyn&, and dridlly interrogated with refpedt 
to what he had feen or heard. Generally 


thratic grottos being thus lhaped originated the notion of the 
more modern Perfians, that the waters of the deluge burit forth 
from the oven of an old woman, called Zala-Cupba . In libro 

Pharh. Sur. memoratur mons illuftris, ubi tunc habitavit Noah, 

\ 

cum ex eo erumperet aqua diluvii: et ibidem, Zala-Cupba di- 
citur fuifle nomen vetulae, ex cujus furno aqua diluvii primo 
erupit. Hyde de Rel. Vet. Perf. cap. to,* 

fpeak- 
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fpeaking however, through the operation 
doubtlefs of fuperllitious terror, the votary 
was drawn up in a fwoon. In this cafe he 
was carried to the temple of the Good Ge¬ 
nius, till he Ihould have come to himfelf 
again ; after which he was required to write 
down the anfwer of the oracle in a book kept 
Ipecially for that purpofe. Paufanias adds, 
that he gave this account from his own per- 
fonal knowledge, for that he had had cu- 
riofity to defeend himfelf into the cave, and 
to confult the god'. 

From this defeription of the cavern of Tro- 
phonius the reader will fufficiently perceive, 
without the affiftance of a formal enumera¬ 
tion and companion of particulars, that it 
was an oracular Mithratic grotto ; and he 
will be confirmed in his opinion by the fabu* 
lous hiftory of Trophonius and Hercyna. 

With regard to Trophonius, the whole of 
his genealogy, as we have juft feen, is purely 
mythological; both his imaginary defeent, 
and his myfterious worlhip, relating entirely 
to the helio-arkite devotion. He was the 
feme in Ihort as the infernal or diluvian Mer¬ 
cury d ; and his title 'Trophonius feems to be 

c Paul". Boeot. p. 784—792. 

d Alter (Mercurius) Valentis et Phoronidis filius, is, qui Tub 
term habetur, idem Trophonius. Cic. de Nat. Deor. lib. iii. 

cap. 
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a corruption of Tora-Phont, the friejl of the 
heifer. 

As Trophonius was the folar Noah, fo the 
goddefs Hercyna, worfhipped in conjunction 
with him, is Erca-Nah, the Noetic Ark ; and 

the rods, which their ftatues bore, intwined 

* 

with ferpents, point them out to be the fame 
characters as Efculapius and Salus, or the 
Noetic Sun and the arkite Moon.. Hercyna 
in faCt was no other than Ceres-Europa, the 
allegorical nurfe of Trophonius; and confe- 
quently lhe was the fame as Hippa, Nufa, or 
Ino, the fuppofed nurfes of Bacchus. Ac¬ 
cordingly Lycophron informs us, that Ennea, 
Hercyna, and Erinnus, were all titles of Ce¬ 
res'; and his commentator Tzetzes obferves, 
that Hercyna was at once an epithet of Ceres, 
and the name of the daughter of Trophonius. 
He further adds, that lhe was debauched by 
Neptune, being firft metamorphofed by him 
into a Hippa, or mare f . It is almoft fu- 
perfluous to obferve, that it matters little. 


cap. 22. Sub terra eft alter (Mercuriu3) Trophonius qui effe 
ja&atur. Arnob. adv. Gent. lib. iv. p. 170. 

c O v wawTfov tv yoc.[A$cutTiv Enonct ceroTf, 

'Efxwv, Egiryvf— Lycoph. Caff. yer. 152. 

Ennea is only a variation of Antea, Anea, Nanea, Nana, or 
Anu. Vide fupra vob i. p. 145. 
f Tzet. Schol. in lac. 

whe- 
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■whether Ceres-Europa-Hercyna-Hippa was 
efteemed the nurfe or the daughter of Tro- 
phonius; in either cafe fhe will be equally a 
perfonification of the Ark. 

As for the fuppofed tomb of the hero Ar- 
cefilaus, which was thrown up on the bank 
of the rivulet Hercyna, I apprehend it to 
have been merely a high place of Arc-Es-El, 
the belio-arkite deity ; while the two minifler- 
ing youths, denominated Mercurii, are evi¬ 
dently the Cafmili of the Samothracian Myf- 
teries, or the Camilli of the ancient Tufcans. 

The cavern of Trophonius then being thus 
deftined for the celebration of the diluvian 
worfhip, we fhall not be furprifed to find it 
fituated near the town of Orchomenus, or 
the arkite Noah, and in Beotia, or the land of 
the Jymbolical heifer. 

Mr. Maurice has written largely upon the 
progrefs of temple architecture ; arid, though 
I cannot aflent to his explanation of the Myf- 
teries, yet his opinion, that the ornamented 
artificial cavern, the mafly pyramid, and the 
circular fpeluncean temple, were all the legi¬ 
timate defendants of the Mithratic grotto, 
appears to me to be perfectly juft. 

One of the moft magnificent of thefe arti¬ 
ficial caverns is that of Elephanta, the whole 
of which is hewn out of the folid rock. In 

its 
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its dimenfions it is about one hundred and 
twenty feet fquare, and eighteen high ; and 
its ponderous roof is fupported by four rows 
of mafly pillars. Along its fides are ranged a 
confiderable number of cololTal ftatues; and 
dire&ly oppofite to the principal entrance is 
the enormous buft of the triple divinity Brah¬ 
ma, Vifhnou, and Seeva g . It feems how¬ 
ever to be a doubt, whether this buft has 
not originally had a fourth head; in which 
cafe, as Mr. Maurice properly obferves, we 
muft confider it as a reprefentation of the 
higheft god Brahme, who was depicted by 
the Hindoo mythologifts with four heads. At 
the weft end of this curious temple, is the 
penetrale, or facellum j in the centre of 
which is an altar, and upon the altar the 
phallus h . The four doors, which lead into 
the facellum, are guarded by eight gigantic 
figures ; each of which is thirteen feet and a 
half high, and finely fculptured in alto re¬ 
lievo 1 . All thefe particulars fufficiently point 
out the defign, with which the pagoda of 
Elephanta was conftrudted. Brahme is the 
Bromius of the Greeks, and the Brown of the 


s Maur. Ind. Ant. vol. ii. p. 142. 
b Ibid. p. 156. 

* Ibid. p. 154, 

old 
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old Irifh k ; he is the lame in fhort as Cronus, 
or Noah. Hence he is defcribed as being the 
father of three fons, Brahma, Vifhnou, and 
Seeva: who anfwer to the claffical Jupiter, 
Neptune, and Pluto ; to the Phenician Cro¬ 
nus the younger, Jupiter-Belus, and Apollo; 
and to the fcriptural Shem, Ham, and Ja- 
phet. Accordingly, when the Hindoos wifhed 
to reprefent all thefe deities in conjun&ion, 
they conftru&ed a bull with four heads; but, 
when their intention was to exhibit only the 
triple offspring of the patriarch, the number 
of heads was limited to three. It is remark¬ 
able, that Brahme is faid to have had origi¬ 
nally five heads, one of which was cut off by 

k Col. Vallancey informs us, that Broum was one of the ti¬ 
tles of Ce-Bacche, or the illujlrious Bacchus. Colledt. de Reb. 
Hibern. vol. v. p. 3. Ce-Bacche is manifeftly a mere varia¬ 
tion of Za-Bacchus : and it is poflible, that Brahme, Bromius , 
and Broum , are alike compounded of Bu-Ram, the lofty tauric 
deity ; or, if the reader fhould diflike this laft derivation, he 
may deduce thofe kindred names from the Sanfcreet Brtmba, 
or the Irifh Brom, which alike fignify wifdom . From Brahme , 
the title of the god. Brahmins , the title of his priefts, evidently 
originates 5 precifely in the fame manner as the priefts of the 
Cabiri were themfelves alfo denominated Cabiri. There is a 
wonderful aflemblage of rocks, abounding with Druidical an¬ 
tiquities, in the vicinity of Knarelborough in Yorkfhire, which 
yet bears the name of Brimham . I ftrongly fufpeft^ that it 
was fo called from the worftiip oft Brimh’ham, Brahme, or 
Broum, or, in other words, of the folar Noah. 

Na- 
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Narayen-Vifhnou, or Vtjhnou moving upon the 
waters ; and from the blood, that ifTued from 
the wound, the whole race of new animals 
was formed. Sir Wm. Jones profeffes him- 
felf unable to difcover the meaning of this 
ftory', which I think neverthelefs may very 
eafily be explained upon the^principles adopt¬ 
ed throughout the whole of the prefent Dif- 
fertation. Brahme and his three Ions, when- 
viewed conjointly, are Noah and his triple 
offspring; but each of thefe three fons, when 
confidered feparately, is equally the great paw 
triarch m . The five-headed Brahme therefore 
is an hieroglyphical reprefentation of Noah,, 
his three fons, and his allegorical confort the 
Ark. At the termination of the deluge, the 
patriarch loft his fifth head the Ark ; which, 
in the language of fable, was faid to have 
been cut off by him that moves upon the 
waters: but from the blood, which flowed 
from it, the whole race of animals was repro¬ 
duced; or, in other words, the animals, which 
were deftined to flock the new w'orld, ifTued 
from the womb of the Ark. The cavern of 
Elephanta then, being nothing more than a 
helio-arkite grotto, we fhall find no difficulty 


1 Afiat. Ref. vol. i. p. 242, 246, 
m Vide fupra vol. i. p. 16. 
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in difcovering the reafbn, why the compound 
buft of Noah and his three fons was placed 
within it; why precifely eight figures guarded 
the doors; and why the difgraceful iymbol 
of Bacchus, Attis, Ofiris, or Maha-Deva, oc¬ 
cupied fo confpicuous ’a place in the facel- 
Ium. 

The Mithratic cavern however was not al¬ 
ways fubterraneous; it fometimes lay con¬ 
cealed in the centre of enormous buildings of 
the pyramidal form. The firft of thefe upon 
record was the tower of Babel, which was 
yet Handing in the days of Herodotus. That 
hiflorian defcribes it, as confifting of eight 
towers, in allufion to the Noetic Ogdoad, 
placed one upon the other, and gradually di- 
minilhing in fize. At the top of it was a 
large temple, and towards the bottom a cha¬ 
pel, in which was placed a ftatue of Jupiter- 
Belus, or the fblar Noah n . The' pyramidal 
form was moft probably adopted in honour 
of the Sun, and in imitation of the tapering 
flame, as indeed the very name of pyramid 
feems to imply: and the tower itfelf was 
ufed for a twofold purpofe, aftronomical ob- 
fervations, and- idolatrous devotion °. 


n Herod, lib. i. cap. i8i, 183. 

0 This point I have difcufled at large in a fprmer publica¬ 
tion* 
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The pyramids of Egypt, and the pagodas 
of Hindoftan, were edifices of the very fame 
nature as the, tower of Babel. Many have 
thought^ that the former of thele w T ere fepul- 
chral tumuli; but I cannot believe, that they 
were ever either defigned, or ufed, for any 
luch purpole. In the centre of the largeft 
pyramid, a room, confiderable in fize, though 
linall when compared to the vaft building 
which contains it, has been difcovered. The 
pallage to it is lo low and narrow, that per- 
lons, who attempt it, are obliged rather to 
crawl, than to walk. The room itlelf con¬ 
tains nothing but a ftone trough, which Nor- 
den fancies to have been the coffin of the 
king, who was there interred, though there 
are no remains of any lkeleton : nor indeed 
is it very wonderful that there lhould not, 
for the Egyptians never thought of depofiting 
a dead body within this facred velfel. The 
trough in fa£t was hewn out for the purpofe 
of containing, not a corpfe, but water; which 
accordingly was brought from the Nile, into 
the pyramid, by means of a well p : and I 

tion. See Horae Mofaicse, vol. i. p. 212. See alfo Perizonii 
Orig. Babyl. cap. 11. 

p Upon this point, I am happy, that I can agree both with 
Mr. Biyant, and Mr. Maurice, the former of whom judicioufly 
obferves, that the farcophagi of the Egyptians were always 

vol. h, c c placed 
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have no doubt of its being an utenfil of the 
very fame nature, as the done bowls and 
urns, which Homer places in his cave of the 
Nymphs. 

Similar to the Mithratic pyramids are the 
pagodas of Hindodan. Thefe are ufually 
erected on the banks of the Ganges, or tome 
other facred river ; and, whenever that is not 
the cafe, they are invariably provided with a 
large tank, or refervoir of water. The mod 
ancient of the pagodas are thofe of Deogur q , 
which are formed by (imply piling one mafly 
(lone upon another. Within they are entirely 
dark, excepting what light they receive from 
a fmall door, fcarcely five feet high t and in 
the centre of each building is a room, like 
that in the heart of the Egyptian pyramid, 

' illuminated only by a fingle lamp, where the 
mod profound rites of the Hindoo religion 
are performed. ‘ 

I have frequently, in the courfe of the pre- 
fent work, had occafion to notice the intro* 
dudtion of the Cabiric Myderies into the Bri- 
tifh ides; it will be proper therefore.for me 


placed ere&, and never laid flat; nor is there a Angle inltance 
upon record of an Egyptian being entombed in fuch -a manner, 
as Norden fuppofes. 

Deogur feems to have received its name from Deo-Cur, 

the divine Sun. 

now 
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how to obfcrve, that there yet remains in 
Ireland' a very lingular monument of anti- 

r I have already obferved, that Ireland was denominated 
firm from Erin or Aran, the Ark . The Ark however, upon the 
union of the two fuperftitions, was worshipped in conjun&ion 
with the Moon : hence Ireland was likewife called Ireh from 
Ireh, (ITT) the Moon j and confequently the name Ireland, or 
the land of the Moon , will be the exa& fynonym of Ajmonia or 
Ai-Monab. In perfect harmony with this fuppofition, we find, 
that the capital of Ulfter was formerly denominated Aimonia or 
Eamania; sand that Inch-Columb-Kill, or the ijland of the arkite 
dove, on the coaft of Scotland, (concerning which mpre (hall be 
faid hereafter) and the ifle of Man, between England and Ire¬ 
land, each bore the very fame appellation of Aimonia. Ireland 
was alfo intitled Ana , Anan, Ann, or Nannu . All thefe were 
equally names of the arkite fhip: (Vide fupra vol. i. p. 146, 
a 17.) accordingly Col. Vallancey very juftly obferves, that 
Ana, or Nana, was Venus, or the Magna Mater deorum. (See 
Vallancey s Vind. of Anc. Hifr. of Ireland, p> 20. and Colle6t. 
de Reb. Hibern. No. 13. Pref. p. 15.) The fame helio-dilu* 
vian myfteries prevailed in the larger ifland of Britain: hence 
it was called Brit-Tan-Nuh-Aia, the land of the fijb-god, Noah 
vubo entered into covenant, or, if the reader prefers a different 
etymology, Brit-Tania, the land of the covenant; and hence it 
was alfo ftyled Albion, or Albania, as being AlbanAia, the land 
of the Moon . Col. Vallancey is certainly inconfiftent with himfelf 
m his mode of deriving the word Albania 5 for, in one part of his 
writings he tells us, that it is Eile-Bonn, tie good tribe $ and, in 
another, that it is Alban, (p^tt) the eajlern ijland, fo called from 

** 1 

its fituation with refpeft to Ireland. (See. Colledl. No. 13. 
Pref. p. 24. and Pref. to Vind. p. 14, 15.) The reader will 
find a very curious diflertation upon the colonization of Ireland 
by the Pelafgi in Colledt. No. 13. Pref. I fully agree with 
Col. Vallancey, that the Pelafgi were a Japhetic tribe 5 (vide 
fupra vol. i. p. 360.) but 1 much doubt whether they were the 

c c 2 fame 
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quity, which exactly points out to us the 
manner, in which the Mithratic cavern is 

f 

connected with the Mithratic pyramid. 

At New-Grange s in the county of Meath 
is an immenfe pyramid of earth, the entrance 
into which was difcovered about the year 1699 
by Mr. Campbell. “ Obferving {tones under 
“ the green fod, he carried many of them 
“ away, and at length arrived at a broad flag, 
“ that covered the mouth of the gallery. At 
“ the entrance, this gallery is three feet wide, 
“ and two high: at thirteen feet from the 
“ entrance it is but two feet two inches wide. 
“ The length of the gallery, from its mouth 
“ to the beginning of the dome, is lixty two 
“ feet ; from thence to the upper part of the 
“ dome, eleven feet fix inches; the whole 
“ length, feventy one feet and a half. The 
dome or cave with the long gallery gives 
xt the exa£t figure of a crofs: the length be- 
** tween the arms of this crols is twenty feet. 
“ The dome forms an odtagon, twenty feet 
“ high, with an area of about feventeen. It 
“ is compofed of long flat {tones, the upper 


t <» 

lame as the Phenicians, and yet more whether the Phenicians 
themfelves were of the line of Japhet. 

8 Col. Vallancey fuppofes, that New-Grange is a corrupted 
tranfpofition of Grain-Uagb , which fignities tbe cave of the Sun . 
See Vindic. p. 211. 
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“ projecting a little below the lower, and • 
clofed in and capped with a flat flag. In 
each arm of the crofs there are two large 
** oval rock batons 1 .” 

Such is the account given by Mr. Ledwich 
of the New-Grange pyramid : he has fallen 
however, I conceive, into an error, refpeCting 
the purpofe for which this grotto was con- 
ftru&ed, exactly flmilar to that of Norden, re¬ 
fpeCting the ufe for which the central chamber 
of the grand pyramid 1 was defigned. He con¬ 
jectures, that the ftone batons were hewn out 
to contain the afhes of tome ancient Irilh 
chieftain; but yet, like Norden, he is obliged 
to allow, that no cineritious remains are vifl- 
ble within them, and that there are no marks 
of cremation in the cave. The narrow paf- 
lage in faCt, and the ftone bowls, of this Irilh 
grotto, are merely the counterpart of thofe 
in the cave of Trophonius, the pagodas of 
Hindoftan, and the pyramids of Egypt u . 

t Ledwich’s Ant. of Ireland, p. 31 6. 

u In the covering ftone of the eaftern arm of this cruciform 
grotto is an infcription, written in fymbolical chara&ers, which, 
according to Mr. Beauford, fignifies the boufe of God . He adds, 
that “ all the ancient altars, found in Ireland, and now diftin- ' 
<e guifhed by the name of Cromleacbs or Jloping Jlones, were ori- 
“ ginally called Botbal , or the boufe of God, and they feem to be of 
“ the fame fpecies as thofe mentioned in the book of Genefis, 

“ called by the Hebrews Bethel, which has the fame fignification 

c c 3 " as 
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Equally miflaken is he in fuppofing, that 
the crofs-like form of the cave fhews us, that 
it was the work of femi-chriflian Oilmen in 
the ninth century. The crofs was a grand 
fymbol throughout the pagan world, long pre¬ 
vious to its becoming, for a very different 
reafbn, an objedl of veneration to Chriflians x . 
Thus, the fymbol of Taaut'uS or Noah was 
the letter T; and thus Ifis, or the Ark, was 
frequently reprefented with a crofs in her 
hand. The cruciform cavern of New-Grange 
in fhort, with its o&agonal dome, is an exaft 
fubterraneous model of the fupernal pagoda 
of Benares; which was conflru&ed in the 
fhape of a vafl crofs, with a high Cupola in 
the centre of the building, pyramidal to¬ 
wards the fummit y . Mr. Maurice conjec¬ 
tures, that the four arms of the crofs were de- 

44 as the Irifh 'Bothal . The tabernacles in the mount of New- 
' * Grange have an exaft conformity to the Cromleachs, found 
Tin different parts of the kingdom.” Druidifm revived. Col- 
left. de Reb. Hibem. vol. ii. p. an.—Videfupra vol. i. p. no. 

x Mr. Skelton obferves, 44 How it came to pafs, that the 
“ Egyptians, Arabians, Indians, before Chrift came among us, 
and the inhabitants of the extreme northern parts of the 
41 world, ere they had fo much as heard of him, paid a remark- 
tf able veneration to the fign of the crofs, is to me unknown; 
41 but the faft itfelf is known.” Appeal to Common Senfe, 
p. 45. apud Vallancey’s Vind. p. 523. 
y Maurices Ind. Ant. vol; iii. p. 30. 
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figned to typify the four elements; but, upon 
this point, I feel myfelf compelled entirely to 
diflent from him. The fymbolical pagan 
crols was originally the Taautic T, not the 
compound figure with four arms -j- i for this 
laft, I apprehend, was more modern than the 
former, being in faft merely a double T. 
As for the real Taautic T, it ought properly 
to be delineated in a precifely inverted form 
X ; inafmuch as it was the hieroglyphic of the' 
phallic Taautus, Maha-Deva or Ofiris, fup- 
plying the place of a maft to the lhip Argha 
or Argo z . The names of the Englifh letter 
Te, the Greek T au, and the Hebrew Thau 
and Teth, are all equally derived from the 
title of the god Taut, Thoth, Teut, Tet, or 
Taautus 8 ; who, as I have already obferved, 

• \ 

v 

* “ During the flood, the generative powers of nature were 
u reduced to their fimpleft elements, the Linga and the Yoni $ 

4( the latter of which aflumed the lhape of the hull of a lhip> 

“ fince typified by the Argha, whilft the Linga became the malt. 
u Maha-Deva is fometimes reprefented ftanding ere6t in the 
“ middle of the Argha in the room .of the maft.” Wilford on 
Mount Caucafus. See the whole paflage above p. 82. 

a This deity was })y the old Irifh called Tatb. (Vallanceys^ 
Vind. of Adc. Hilt, of Ireland, p. 519.) The name, however 
varioufly infle&ed, feems to originate from the lame radical as 
Titan 5 and confequently, like it, to lignify a dihrwan. Tath, 
Thoth, or Taautus, as I have already obferved, was the lame 
as Mercury, or Buddha. It is remarkable, that the title of this 
laft god is no lefs accurately preferved among the ancient Irilh, 

c c 4 than 
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was, like Ofiris and Maha-Deva, the fame as 
Noah b . The Samaritan figure of this letter 
is the compound crofs -{-> or the double X > 
and, in the firft of its Chaldaic forms to, 
we may {fill perceive a faint refemblance to 
the hull of a fhip c . 

I fufpedt, that we lhall difcover another 
Irifh Mithratic grotto in the purgatory of St. 
Patric. This celebrated engine of papal im- 
poflure is a fmall artificial cavern, built upon 
a little ifland, denominated Macra in Lough 


than that of Tbotb. Their deity Bud-Dearrg feems tobeBud- 
dha-Derceto, or Buddha-Adar-Dag, the illujlrious fjh-god Bud - 
dba. This Bud-Dearrg they fometimes denominated Seaccbfa - 
Craob-Dearrg . Seacchfa, as Col. Vallancey juftly obferves, is 
the Xaca, or Baca, of the Eaft, who was the fame as Buddha. 
- Ibid. p. 162. 

b It is worthy of obfervation, that, in the Icelandic language, 
the letter T is denominated Tyr, or the bull. (D’Ancarville 
Recherches fur l’Orig. des Arts de la Grece, lib. ii. cap. 2. 
apud Vallancey.) The reafon no doubt was, becauie it was the 
compound fymbol of Noah and the Ark $ or, in other words* 
of the bull Apis failing, as he is reprefented in the Bembine ta¬ 
ble, in the Baris of Ids. 

c According to Mr. Skelton, “ In fome places the fign of 
u the crofs was given to men accufed of a crime, but ac- 
“ quitted ; and in Egypt it flood for the f gn or (ignification of 
“ eternal life? Appeal to Common Senfe, p. 45. It is very 
eafy to fee, how a crofs, being the fymbol of the Ark, lhould, 
in the language of hieroglyphic, which is purely ideal, be made 
the badge of innocence on the one hand, and of life on the other. 

Derg* 
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Derg, in the fouthern part of Donegal c . Its 
lhape refembles that of an L, excepting only 
that the angle is more obtufe; and it is 
formed by two parallel walls, covered with 
large {tones and fods, its floor being the na¬ 
tural rock. Its length is flxteen feet and a 
half, and its width two feet; but the build¬ 
ing is fo low, that a tall man cannot {land 
eredt in it. It holds nine perfons, and a tenth 
could not remain in it without confiderable 
inconvenience d . Round it are built {even 
chapels, four of which are dedicated to St. 
Patric, St. Bridget, St. Columba, and St. 

» j* 

Molafs*. This purgatory was once called 
XJamh ‘Tretbb Oin, or the cave of the tribe of 
Oin or Owen f ; and it received its name from 
a wild {lory, related of a certain perfon named 
Owen, who entered into it, and there beheld 
the joys of Elyfium and the pains of Tartarus. 
His vifions are very circumftantially narrated 

- by Matthew Paris; and the fable was after- 

• * 

wards taken up by one Henry, a Ciftertian 
monk, from whom it received fundry improve- 


c The ifland is only 126 yards long by 44 broad. 
d Ledwich’s Ant. of Ireland, p. 447. 
c Colledt. de Reb. Hibern, vol. iv. p. 89. Pref. 
s Ibid. p. 74. Pref. 

ments 
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ments and embellifhments. According to Hen¬ 
ry, Chrift appeared to St. Patric •, and, having 
led him into a defert place, Ihewed him a 
deep hole s .. He then proceeded to inform 
him, that whoever entered into that pit, and 
continued there a day and a night, having 
previoufly repented and being armed with the 
true faith, fhould be purged from all his fins ; 
and he further added, that, during the peni- • 
tent’s abode there, he fhould behold both the 
torments of the damned, and the joys of the 
blefTed. In confequence of this divine reve¬ 
lation, St.' Patric immediately built a church 
upon the place, and fixed in it a college of 
regular canons of St. Auftin h . Mr. Ledwich 
juftly obferves, that the whole of this idle 
tale, at leaft as far as St. Patric is concerned. 
Hands felf-confuted, for regular canons had 
no exiflence before the tenth century ; and 


8 This hole was broken up by order of Pope Alexander VI. 
on St. Patricks day 1497. (Ledwich and Vallancey.) That pon¬ 
tiff wifely judged the whole to be a fcandalous impofture ; and 
yet, ftrange to tell, the late Pope Benedift XIV. was fo vehe¬ 
ment an admirer of the purgatory, the winding paffage of 
which, as I have juft obferved, yet remains, that he actually 
preached and publifhed a fermon on its manifold virtues. Led¬ 
wich, p. 447. 

h Ledwich’s Ant. p. 446. 

he 
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he moreover remarks, that both the ground¬ 
work of the {lory, and the name of Owen, 
are taken from Bede'. 

Such • is the legendary hiftory- of St; Patric’s 
purgatory ; concerning which I will venture 
to aflert, that it was nothing more than a > 
Mithratic or Cabiric grotto, and that the 
whole fable refpedting it is a mere adaptation 
of the ancient orgies to' the Chrillianity of 
the church of Rome. 

1 

As for the cavern itfelf, its narrow winding 
pafTage, and its terrific pit, will naturally re¬ 
call to the mind of the reader the cave of 
Trophonius, and the fimilar narrow paflage 
in the Egyptian pyramid; while the dreadful 
portents, which gleamed before the eyes of 


1 Lough Derg was called Lough Chre, or the lake of fcothfay- 
ers > long before the imaginary era of St. Patric j whence it is 
evident, that the Papifts did not invent the ilory of the purify¬ 
ing cave, but only adapted it, to the fuperftitions, with which 
they had incumbered Chriftianity. Colgan apud Collect, de 
Reb. Hibem. vol. iv. p. 74. Pref. St. Patric had another pur¬ 
gatory of much the fame nature in the mountain Cruachan 
Aigle. In hujus igitur montis de Cruachan Aigle cacumine je~ 
junare ac vigilare confuefcunt plurimi, opiriantes fe poftea nun- 
quam intraturos portas Inferni, quia hoc impetratum a Do¬ 
mino putant meritis et precibus S. Patricii. Referunt etiam 
nonnulli, qui perno&averunt ibi, fe tormenta graviffima fuifle 
paflos, quibus fe purgatos a peccatis putant. Unde et quidam 
illorum locum ilium purgatorium S, Patricii vocant. Colgan 

Ibid. 

Owen, 
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Owen, will -remind him of the wonders of 
the Eleufinian orgies. I have already observed, 
that the whole procefs, through which the 
epopta; patted, is minutely defcribed by Vir¬ 
gil in the.fixth book of his Eneid : whence 
we learn, that the Myfleries fucceffively ex¬ 
hibited the horrors of Tartarus, and the joys 
of Elyttum ; under which images were repre- 
fented the breaking up of the vaft abyfs k , and 
the miraculous efcape of the patriarchal fa¬ 
mily Precifely ttmilar to thefe were the 
fcenes, which the intrepid Owen is faid to 
have beheld in the purgatory of St. Patric. 
His condudtor firft fhews him the torments 

of the damned ; and afterwards leads him to 

% 

Elyttum, or what, in the language of adapta¬ 
tion, the Papifts termed Paradife. Owen in 
fhort was no other than the great god of the 
Ark; and the fame as Oan m , Oannes, Van- 
dimon, or Dagon : hence, we find him men¬ 
tioned by Bede near five centuries before the 

era, in which Matthew Paris flourifhed. Af- 

% 

ter the Irifh had been fome ages converted to 
femichriftianity, the real character of Owen 



k To IP «<o CV7rOppY)TQ9 $Si%£lV, Jamb, de Myft. Se6t. vi. 
cap. 5. 

1 St *?auv rw Bapip. Ibid. Vide fupra chap. v. 
m Cfcven, Oin, and Oa?i, are all the fame appellation. 

was 
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was gradually forgotten, but the old traditions 
concerning him were {till faithfully handed 
down ; till at length he was eredted into a 
faint, and his oracular cavern metamorphofed 
into St.' Patric’s purgatory n . 

11 The fteps, by which Owen, Patric,.CoIumba, and Bridget, 
arrived at the honours of canonization, will fudiciently appear 
from the following account of the manner, in which Chrif- 
tianity was propagated in England by Audin. “ Gregory rc- 
et ceived the news of Auftin’s fuccefs in England with great 
“joy; and, refolving to negleft nothing in his power to ren- 
<l der it dill greater, he fent back his meflengers, and with them 
“ Mellitus, Judus, Paulinus, and feveral others, to affid in pro- 
“ pagating the knowledge of the gofpel among the Englifh.— 
“ One of the advices, which Gregory gave to Audin, was, not 
€t to deftroy the heathen temples of the Englifh, but only to* 
“ remove the images of their gods, to wadi the walls with holy 
iC water, to ere£l altars, and depofit relics in them, and fo con- 
“ vert them into Chridian churches; not only to lave the ex- 
“ pence of building new ones, but that the people might be 
cc more eafily prevailed upon to frequent thofe places of wor- 
“ fhip, to which they had been accudomed. He directs him 
“ further to accommodate the ceremonies of the Chridian wor- 

* 

ft fhip, as much as podible, to thofe of the heathen, that the 
“ people might not be much llartled at the change; and, in 
“ particular, he advifes him to allow the Chridian converts, on 
“ certain fedivals, to kill and eat a great number of oxen to 

N 

“ the glory of God, as they had formerly done to the honour 
“ of the devil. Thefe admonitions, which were but too well 
** obferved, introduced the grofleft corruptions into the Chrif- 
“ tian worfhip, and fhew how much the apodles of the fixth 
“ and feventh centuries had departed from the fimplicity and 
a fincerity of thofe of the firft.” Hehry’s Hid. of Great Bri¬ 
tain, vol. iii. p. 193. 

I am 

\ 


Digitized by CjOOQie 



I 


59 * A DISSERTATION 

I am further perfuaded> that Owen was the 
very fame perfbn as Patric. Mr. Ledwich 
has fufEciently proved, that this famous tute¬ 
lary faint of the Irifh, like divers other Ro- 
mifh faints, never exifted, at leaft in his apo- 
ftolical capacity, faVe in the fictitious martyro- 
logies of popery Patric in fa<£t, -like Oan 
or Oanne3, was the principal Pataric or arkite 
deity; the fame as the Mithras Petreus of 
Perfia, and as the Nus Patricus of the Chal¬ 
dean oracles p . Hence, when this branch of 
the old Cabiric worfhip was moft unnaturally 
ingrafted upon Chriftianity, Oannes-Patricus, 

or the PatariG Noah, was divided into two 

♦ 

perlons, Owen and St. Patric; the dove be¬ 
came St. Columba; Beroe or Berith, the Cove¬ 
nant, was changed into St. Bridget; and the 
feven facella, which were placed round • the 
ftatue of Baal-Moloch, or the helio-arkite 
Noah , in honour of the feven planets and the 
feven Cabiri, alfumed the fhape of feven cha¬ 
pels, dedicated to feven imaginary faints. Ac¬ 
cordingly we find a tradition, no doubt a 
very ancient one, among the Irifh, that Pa- 


° See LedwichVAnt. of Ireland, p. 362—378. 
p If the reader doubts the propriety of deriving thele and other 
Irifh names from the Chaldee or Hebrew, let liim perufc Col. 
Vallancey s very curious eflfay on the antiquity of the Irifh lan¬ 
guage. Colleft. de Reb. Hibern. No. 8. 

trie 
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trie was likewise called Tatlgean or Tailgin r . 
This wp might naturally enough expedl would 
be the cafe; for, as Owen is Oan, and Patric 
the. Deus-Patricus, fo Tailgean or Tailgin is 
evidently no other than Telchin, one of the 
well-known titles of the Cabiri. Telchin, as 

I • 

I haw obferved, is Tel-Chin, a prieji of the 
Sun •, and it is worthy of notice, that Tau~ 
iach or Taulch is one of the names, which 
the Irifh bellow upon that luminary \ Patric 
was alfo denominated Aijlaire *, which, like 
Afierius, or Taurus, is the mafeuline form, of 
Afloreth or Aftarte. Under the appellation 
of AJlerius or Taurus, and under the form of 
a bull, thp great patriarch leems to have been 
very generally worlhipped. His facrifices fre¬ 
quently conlifted of infants, which were burnt 
alive in his hollow brazen llatue, heated red- 
hot for this purpofe. Hence originated the 

fable of the Colchian bulls : and hence we 

* \ * 

may trace a curious legend refpedting Ailtaire 
or Patric. This imaginary faint is faid to 
have appeared in an univerfal blaze of fire to 

•v 

Milcho, whom the monks fancy to have been 
one of his difciples, but whom I apprehend 


T Col left, de Reb. Hib. vol. iv. p. 60. Pref. 

8 Ibid. vol. v. p. 504. 

* Vallancey's Vind. p. 201, 
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to be in reality no other than Moloch or 
Milchom, and the very fame as Patric him- 
felf. Upon this occafion, flatpes iffued con¬ 
tinually from his mouth, his noftrils, his eyes, 
and his ears; and Milcho with difficulty 
efcaped the danger of combuftion. His two 
infant daughters however were not fb fortu¬ 
nate ; but, as they flept together in one bed, 
they were reduced to allies by the conflagra¬ 
tion, The monks, not content with thus 
metamorphofing Baal-Moloch, or the . god 
Patar, into a faint, blafphemoufly reprefented 
Patric as aflerting the fire, which iffued frbm 
him, to be faith in the Holy Trinity. It is 
eafy to fee, that this is a mere adaptation of* 
the worfhip of Taurus to the corrupt Chrif- 
tianity of popery u . 

With regard to St. Bridget, Col. Vallan- 
cey, in his curious lift of the old deities of 
Ireland, mentions a goddefs denominated 
Brid, Britt or Bright x , whom he very pro- 

u Sexta Vita Patricii. Colgan, p. 67. apud Vallance/s 
Vind. p. 252. 

x Brid is the prototype of St. Bride, to whom to many Welfh 
churches are dedicated j and the deity, from whofe name our 
Engliflr word Bride, a new married woman , is derived. Brid, 
being the goddefs of the covenant which ratified the allegorical 
marriage of Noah and the Ark, was thence efteemed the tute¬ 
lary genius of marriage in general : accordingly we are in¬ 
formed by Col. Vallancey, that the facrHice on the confirma- 
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perly pronounces to be the fame as the Phe- 
niciaij Berith, or Bero£ y . This Brighit is 
faid to have been the daughter of Daghdae, 
whom Col. Vallancey declares to be no other 
than Dagon z . He tells us, that Daghdae is 
the Sun, and that the word itfelf fignifies the 
god of fire*. It is very poffible, that Dagh¬ 
dae may have acquired fuch a fignification in 
the Irifh language, in confequence of the un- 

lion .of marriage was by the ancient Irifh denominated Caca» 
Brideaige , or, the cake of End. (Vind. of Anc. Hift. of Ireland. 
Collet, de Reb. Hibern. vol. v. p. 492.) It is evident, that 
our modern cuftom of having a bride-cake, as it is termed, 
upon the marriage-day, originated from this idolatrous rite. 
y Colleft. de Reb. Hib. vol. v. p. 491, 492. 

* It is worthy of obfervation, that the Phallus was no lefs 

f 

the fymbol of Daghdae among the old Irifh, than of Bacchus 
among the Greeks, of Ofiris among the Egyptians, and of 
Maha-Deva among the Hindoos. (Vallancey’s Vindication, 
p. 160.) Dagdae was the fame alfo as the Dace or Dak-Po 
of the Tibetians: (Ibid. p. 161.) and his fymbolical confort 
was intitled Trom, which word fignifies pregnant. (Ibid, 
p. 163.) It is almoft fuperfluous to obferve, that Trom is the 

Ark, pregnant with all the hero-gods of the Gentiles, the 

/ 

Magna Mater of claffical antiquity. Hence all the other dei¬ 
ties were fuppofed to be defeended from Dagdae. (Ibid, 
p. 502.) The Phallic Dagdae himfelf was fometimes fly led 
Dia Teibitb , or Dia Thebath, the god of the Ark ; fuch at leaft 
appears to me a more natural interpretation of the word Tei~ 
bitb , than that which Col. Vallancey gives. See Vind. of Anc. 
Hift. of Ireland, p. 161. 

* Vind. apud Colle<ft. de Reb. Hib. vol- v. p. 491. 
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doubted circumftance of Dagon’s being the 
Sun; but I cannot think that fuch was its 
original import: for, as Dagon is Dag-On, 
the pifcine or Noetic Sun ; fo Daghdae is Dag- 
Do, Dag-Deo, or Dag-Deva, the divine fifh. 
Brit or Brighit then, the daughter of Dagdae, 
whom the Papifts transformed into St. Brid¬ 
get, is merely Berit-Gat, the pifcine or arkite 
covenant; the word Dag, which lignifies a 
ffh, palling by tranfpolition of the letters into 
Gat, precifely in the fame manner as Adar - 
Daga was corrupted into Atargatis , or Der- 
ceto. From this laft goddefs the lake Derg, 
upon an illand in which St. Patric’s purga¬ 
tory is built, feems to have derived its name. 
The illand itfelf was one of the fame nature 
as that near Buto in Egypt, and as that in 
the midft of the lake Cotyle, round which 
the Pelafgi, when they firft colonized Italy, 
planted their fettlements: hence it was called 
Macro, the very name by which the Greeks 
diftinguilhed the Cabiric illand Eubea, cele¬ 
brated for the allegorical parturition of the 
heifer Io b . ■ It was in Ihort a lymbol of the 


b Strab. Geog. lib. x. p. 444. Strabo likewife mentions a 
town denominated Macra on the confines of Etruria and Li¬ 
guria. (Geog. lib. v. p. 222.) The reader will recollect, that 
the expedition into Italy was jointly undertaken by the Pelaf- 
gi, and the Etrurians or Tyrfenians. 
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Ark; and accordingly, even at this late pe¬ 
riod, we find it amply furnifhed with all the 
concomitants of the helio-diluvian fuperfti- 
tion # . 

As Brit or Brighit is the divine covenant, 
fo Columba is manifeftly the dove. This Co- 
lumba is ftill fuppofed to be the peculiar 
guardian of the Scottifh ifland Iona, which 
has evidently derived its name from the Phe- 
nician appellation Iona ; for Iona, in that 
language, is equivalent to Columba in the La¬ 
tin. The inhabitants of Iona have a notion, 
founded, I apprehend, upon the fluttering of 
the dove over the furface of the waters dur- 

m 

ing the fubfiding of the deluge, that, on cer¬ 
tain evenings every year, their tutelary demi¬ 
god appears upon the top of the church 
fpires, counting the furrounding iflands, to 
fee that they have not been funk by the 
power of witchcraft d . The imaginary faint 


c There was another of thefe fmall lakes in the 'ifland De¬ 
los, and another of much the fame fize behind the temple of 
Minerva at Sai's in Egypt. In this laft lake, as we learn from 
Herodotus, the Egyptians exhibited by night the fufferings of 
him, in whofe honour the Myfteries were inftituted. The hif- 
torian indeed, from a fear of violating that awful fecrely, 
which was impofed upon the epoptge, forbears to add any fur¬ 
ther particulars; but the reader will find no difficulty in fup- 
plying the omiffion. Herod, lib. ii. cap. 170. 

4 Sec note to Campbell’s Pleafures of Hope, part it. v*r. J99. 
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Columba or Iona gave her name alfb to the 
town of St. Columb in Comwail; which 
county contains likewife a harbour denomi¬ 
nated Bude, a title of the lame origin and 
Import as the Scottilh Bute, and the Egyp¬ 
tian Buio e . 

t doubt howeVer whether Mr. Campbell deferibes the faint 
with mythological accuracy, when he fpeaks of her giant form. 

- Iona’s faint, a giant form. 

Thron’d on her towers, converting with the ftorm, 

(When o’er each Runic altar, weed-intwiii’d. 

The vefpdt clock tolls mournful to the wind,) 

Counts every wave-worn ifle, and mountain hoar. 

From Kilda to the green Ierne’s fhore. 
c Some writers, among whom are Camden and O’Flaherty, 
have conjectured, that the celebrated if)and Ogygia was- Ire- 

A 

land 5 but M. Bailly maintains, that it was Iceland. (See 
O’Flaherty’s Ogygia, p. 22. and Lettres fur l’Atlantide, p.384.) 
The former of thefe opinions appears to me much more pro¬ 
bable than the latter. 

* According to Plutarch, Ogygia lies direCtly weft of Britain, 
u,t the diftance of about five days fail; and above it are three 
other iflands, equally diftant from Ogygia and from each other, 
in one of which the barbarians fuppofed Saturn to have been 
confined by Jupiter. Thefe three iflands lie near a large con- 

, j 

tinent, but Ogygia is more remote from it. The continent 
. itfelf recedes in the fhape of a circle, and thus forms an 
immenfe bay, which is fituated immediately oppofite to the 
Cafpian fea. Plutarch further adds, that in the three iflands 
’the fun fets only for a (ingle hour in the fpace of thirty days. 
Plut. de Facie in Orbe Lunae, p. 941. 

♦ 

Commenting upon this account of Plutarch, M. Bailly flip- 

< 

pofes, that Ogygia is Iceland, and that the three other iflands 
are' Greenland, Spitzbergen, and Nova Zembla; the laft of 

which, 
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V 

Laftly, St. Molafs appears to have beeo 


which, he obferves, lies clofe to a large bay, formed by the in¬ 
flux of the river Oby, and fituated immediately oppofite to the 
Cafpian fea. 

His conje&ure is partly juft, and partly erroneous. Iceland 
can fcarcely be deemed the Ogygia of Plutarch, becaufe it lies 
nearly due north of Britain, inftead of being due weft of it ; 
and, as for Greenland, it is not an iftand, but a part of the 
vaft . continent of America. The iftand Ogygia therefore, 
which Plutarch affirms to lie due weft of Britain, muft cer- 

f 

tainly i)e Ireland, and no other: and, at the fame time, the 
circumftance, mentioned by that author, pf the fun fetting only 
for a fingle hour during the fpace of thirty days, evidently 
fhews, that the three remaining iftands muft lie very far to the 

north of Ireland. Hence I conceive, that thefe three iftands 

* • 

are Iceland, Spitzbergcn, and Nova Zembla; and accordingly, 
if the reader will call his eye upon a map, he will fee, that 
they are about equidiftant from each other, and that they are 
fituated very confiderably nearer the northern continent of Eu¬ 
rope and Afta, than what Ireland is. As for the large bay, I 
am rather inclined to think, that it is the White fea, than the 
gulph at the mouth of the river Oby. 

M. Bailly likewife fuppofes Ogygia to be the fame as At¬ 
lantis ; (Lettres fur l’Atlantide, p. 361.) in which fuppofition, 
no lefs than in his former one refpe&ing its identity with Ice¬ 
land, I think him entirely miftaken. Atlantis, as I have al¬ 
ready obferved, was the antediluvian world; whence a conftant 
tradition prevailed, that it had been fwallowed up by the 
ocean : but Plutarch fpeaks of Ogygia as adlually exifiing in 
his own days, points out its fituation with the greateft accu¬ 
racy, and never even hints at its having experienced the fame 
calamity as that which befel the Atlantis. That the Atl^ntian 
or Cabiric fuperftition prevailed in Ireland, there cannot indeed 
be a doubt: hence Homer very juftly reprefents Ogygia as be¬ 
ing facred to Calypfo, tl>e daughter of Atlas, or, in. other 

d d 3 words, 
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m 

the very fame as the Cabiric Cadmilus of Sa 


words, to Cal-Htpfa, the Htppian Ark , the allegorical daughter 
of the folar Noah ; and hence he places that goddefs in a fa- 
ered cave, which, from its very near refemblance to the cave of 
the nymphs, I conje£ture to have been a Cabiric grotto. 

AAA* on njr atyixiTo t»jAo$* f aaat, 

E»S* tx worm loii^df* vtwupoph 

JjVtr* o (ppa fityx aw tot ixito, t u tti tvfitpn 
K**i> ivw^oKXfjtof* rut I tpfoSi tit ft ft i Hera r. 

Tlt'f fitt vtt ixyjxpotptt fityx - x a tiro thAoSi o$(irt 
Kj^h t* ivxiaroio, Svtf t* ara trjovp oivtoh, 

A txiofitrvv * ^ y iK^or oouh<xncr* owi xaAsj, 

'trot «9roi^ofMN}, X£ v<rti 7 **{**&’ vfxtpgp. 

*YA«) *« <nr«o* a^t vt$vxn rvAtSowet, 

X 

KArjS^u r*, atynpof T*, xa» ivv^nf xt wxpuraof. 

EtSah t opri$i; TAtvriwlifoi ivta^orra, 

XxwHr if t*, tpvxw t«, T*MryA*»<rao» ti xopitai 
EmkAi«», twf ti $«A«?9ia i^ya fitfirjXtt. 

*H t* a i/th TiT«»wro tzn^i awiuff y9utf vpon 
rSnonrx, tiStjAii ^ rx$v \JjoV 
I* i£nitf wurvpis foot t»iaT* Aii/xa/, 
nXt)T«a»^ftAAiiAA^ Ttr^Ufifinai etXkuhf aAAij* 

AyJpi h Aiiftwif fix Aaxoi ih, r?<h <tiAi*H, 

0qAior* »*$a x* ivitrs xa» abaterrot urip emABvp 
Gmaxiro i^oit, xxi Tip^Sinj <Ppi<ru yerit. 

Horn. OdyfT. lib. v. ver. 55. 

Thus o’er the world of waters Hermes flew. 

Till now the diflant ifland rofe in view: 

Then fwift afeending from the azure wave. 

He took the path, that winded to the cave. 

Large was the grot, in which the nymph he found, 

(The fair-hair’d nymph, with every beauty crown’d) 

She fat arid fung 5 the rocks refound her lays: 

The cave was brighten’d with a riling blaze : 

Cedar 
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mothrace, who is reprefented by Mnafeas as 


Cedar and frankincenle, an odorous pile. 

Flam’d on the hearth, and wide perfum’d the i(le $ 

While (he with work and fong the time divides, 

And through the loom the golden fhuttle guides. 

Without the grpt, a various lylvan fcene 
Appear’d around, and groves of living green $ 

Poplars and alders ever quivering play’d. 

And nodding cyprefs form’d a fragrant (hade ; 

On whole high branches, waving with the llorm. 

The birds of broadeft wing their manfion form. 

The chough, the fea-mew, the loquacious crow. 

And (cream aloft, and Ikim the deeps below. 

Depending vines the (helving cavern fcreen, 

/ 

With purple clutters blulhing through the green. 

Four limpid fountains from the clefts diftill. 

And every fountain pours a feveral rill. 

In mazy windings wandering down the hill: 

Where bloomy meads with vivid greens were crown’d. 
And glowing violets threw odors round. 

A Icene, where if a god Ihould call his light, 

A god might gaze, and wander with delight. Pope . 

There is moreover another curious circumftance, which ferves 
at opce to (hew, that Ogygia was a really exifting ittand, and 
that that ittand was Ireland. Aufonius, fpeaking of the va¬ 
rious titles of Dionufus or Oliris, obferves, that in Ogygia he 
was fpecially denominated Bacchus . (Vide fupra vol. i. p. 155.) 
Now it is remarkable, that that name is yet preferred in the 
mythology of Irelandj for Col. Vallancey informs us, that the 
ancient Iritti revered the god of wine under the appellation of 
Ce-Baccbe , or the Ulujlrious Bacchus, Collect, de Reb. Hibem. 
vol. V. p. 3. 

Ogygia was a famous oracular ittand ; arid was celebrated, 
no lefs than Britain, for the worship of the Hyperborean Apol¬ 
lo. Hence Homer ttyles it the Omphalus of the ocean,' which the 

jd d 4 Greeks 
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the fervant of the other Cabiri. Mad figni- 
fics a fervant devoted to fame religious order f j 
hence Maol-As, or Molafs, will be equivalent 
to a fervant of the Sun . It is remarkable, 
that, as Molafs and Columba occupy two of 
the feven facella placed round the purgatory 

of St. Patric ; fo we find that the fame Mo- 

« 

lafs and Columba 5 hffve each a chapel within 
the court of another Irifh Mithratic grotto, 
which is fituated in a fmall iiland off Sligo, 
and which flill bears the name of the god to 

whom it was dedicated. It is called the tem- 

% / « 

pie of Muidhr. or Mithr ; the two entrances 
into it are fo narrow as fcarcely to admit a 
man to pafs; and the phallus, the conftant 
fymbol of Mudrus or Mithras, yet remains 

Greeks interpreted to mean the navel of the ocean. This Om¬ 
phalus however, like that near the Egyptian Buto, was, as I 
have already obferved, (vide fupra vol. i. p. 250. note n.) no¬ 
thing more than an arkite Om-Phi-Al, or an oracle of the bclio - 
diluvian god. It is polfible, that the iiland Macra, in Lough 
Derg, upon which is conltrudled the purgatory of St. Patric, 
may be this very Om-Phi-Al. 

Calypfo is faid by Tzetzes to be the daughter of the Sun, and 
the fitter of Eetes king of Golchi. (Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 174. 
Vide fupra p. 119.) Hence it appears how clofely (he is con- 
nc6ted with the imaginary Argonautic expedition. The fa£t 
is, Atlas, Helius, and Eetes, were all equally the folar Noah. 
f Vallancey’s Vind. p. 454. 

8 Columba was fometimes called Columb-Kill, of Columb- 
Cal, tie arkite dove. \ 
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perfect in the adytum. This phallus exaftly 
refembles that in the Elephanta cavern of 
Maha-Deva, and was doubtlefs placed in the 
Irilh cavern with the very fame myftic allu- 
fion h . 

I have obferved, that St. Patric’s purgatory 
was believed to convey a certain degree of 
holinefs to thofe who ufed it; whence we 
are informed, that Owen entered into it with 
a view to remove the fhuns of a previoufly 
wicked and profligate life. This purification 
was thought by the ancient pagans to be 
brought about by pafling the body through a 
door or hole in a rock, the origin of which 
opinion I fhall prefently notice ; but the Pa- 
pifts, when they adapted the practice to 
Chriftianity, added to the primitive rock pu¬ 
rification the prayers and merits of St. Patric. 
The notion of purity being once attached to 
the facred Petra, it was an ea fy tranfition to 
conceive, that the rock poflefled alfo an ex¬ 
purgating' quality; or, in other words, that it 
might be made a tell of piety and impiety. 
Hence we are told, that the afpirant found 
> himfelf unable to enter the inner cave of 
Trophonius, unlefi he had firfl received from 
the priefls, as a teflimonial of his purity, the 

* See Vallancey's Vind. p. 220. and the Plates annexed. 

myftic 
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myflic honey-cake ; and hence we may learn 
what is meant by Virgil, when he tells us, 
that the Sibyl and Eneas were flopped in 
their progrefs by Cerberus, till they had given 
him a fop dipped in honey *. This belief in 
the expurgating power of the Cabiric Petra 
will explain the curious account, given by 
Porphyry in his treatife upon the river Styx, 
of one of the facred caves of the Hindoos. 
The grotto, which he reprefents as being a 
natural one, was fituated half way up a very 
lofty hill. In it was placed an upright fta- 
tue, ten or twelve cubits in height; the arms 
of which were extended in the form of a 
crofs. One fide .of its face was that of a man, 
. the other that of a woman; and the fame 
difference of fex was preferved throughout 
the conformation of its whole body. On its 
right breafl was carved the Sun, and on its 
left the Moon. On its arms were reprefented 
a number of figures, which Porphyry thinks 
proper to call angels ; and along with them, 
the Iky, the ocean, mountains, rivers, plants, 
and animals. Upon its head was placed a 

i 

* Cerberus haec ingens latratu regrta trifauci 
Perfonat, adverfo recubans immanis in antro. 

Cui vates, horrere videns jam colla coiubris, 

Melle foporatam et medicatis frugibus offam 
Objicit——. jEneid. lib. vi, ver. 4171 

, fmall 
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fin all datue of a deity. Behind it the cave 
extended to a confiderable didance, and was 
profoundly dark. - If any perfons chofe to 
enter into it, they lighted torches, and ad¬ 
vanced till they came to a door. Through 
the door a dream of water flowed, which, at 
the extremity of the cavern, formed a lake; 
and through this door likewife, thofe, who 
wilhed to clear thcntfelves of an accufation, 
were required to attempt to pals. Such, as 
were pure from the pollutions of the world, 
met with no impediment; but the door 
opened wide to admit them, and they 
forthwith arrived at a very large fountain of 
the mod beautifully pellucid water ; while 
fuch, on the contrary, as had been guilty of 
fome crime, found themfelves violently op- 
pofed, the door forcibly doling itfelf againd 
them, and denying them admiflion k . 

The datue placed within this cavern, which 
was evidently a Mithratic grotto, was one of 
thofe hermaphrodite deities lb common among 
the ancients. It was a compound figure re- 
prefenting univerfal nature, exadlly according 
to the ideas of the helio-arkite fuperdition. 
It exhibits to us, on the one hand, Noah, and 
his’ allegorical confort the Ark ; and, on the 

* Porph, de St yg. p. aSj. 

other, 
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other, it fets before our eyes the Sun and the 
Moon, together with the whole material ere? 
ation. The fmall figure, placed upon its 
head, was probably defigned to reprefent the 
great diluvjan patriarch; for we find, that 
the arkite goddefs Quanwon, the Magna 
Mater of the Japanefe, is depicted, in a fimi- 
lar manner, with a fmall figure fitting on 
a Lotus, upon her head 1 : and thofe little 
images, which Porphyry denominates an¬ 
gels, were nothing mpre than reprefentations 
of the Noachid*, the general hero-gods of 
the Gentiles ra . ImprefTed with the fame 
idea, as that with which this idol was con- 

* S 

ftru&ed, the Orphic poet deferibes Jupiter as 
being at once both male and female; and ce¬ 
lebrates him as the root of the Sea, as the 

Sun and the Moon, as the Earth and Tar- 

* 

tarus. 

Zw ct^oryjv yevsro, Zeus ctftGpoTc? €7rAelo w/tty, 
Zeu? merry pi£ct, Zeuf rjAic? t]£e ere Aw, 

Tract Te yrctf&ftifrcdf), oqewv r cuTnjvct Kctqwct, 

T cyrrctQct t evpaevret, Key e^ctrct vteipeLT*, ya#\s n . 


1 See the Print in Kaempfer s Japan. 
w Porphyry does not mention the precife number of- thele 
imaginary angels; but it is poflible that there may have been 
exactly feven of them, as is the cafe with thofe depi&ed upon 
the goddefs Quanwon. Vide fupra vol. i. p. 314. 

t 

n Orph. Fragm. apud Proc. Gefn. edit. p. 366. The whole 

p adage 
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The notion, that purity might be acquired 
by palling the body through a ftone orifice, 
which makes fo conipituous a figure in the 
hiftory of St. Patric’s cavern, appears to have 
extended itfelf very widely. Upon this fub- 
je& Dr. Borlale has fome remarks, fo very 
much to my prelent purpofe, that I lhall 
take the liberty of tranlcribing them; more 
Specially as they will tend to Ihew, that the 
preceding difquifition refpe&ing the purga¬ 
tory of Lough Derg is not entirely chime¬ 
rical. 

“ There is another kind of Hone deity, 
** which Las never been taken notice of by 
any author that I have heard of. Its com- 
** mon name in Cornwall, and Scilly, is < Tol- 
“ men ; that is, the bole of Jlone It confifts 

paflage, from which thefe four verfes are fcle£ied, exhibits to 
us a curious pi£fcure of ancient materialifm. 

° Col. Vallancey gives a different etymology of the word 
Tolmen ; but it equally ferves to fhew, that that immenfe ftone 
was ufed in the Myfteries. “ Tola,” fays he, “ is a fupervifor of 
ecdeftajlical affairs , a church-officer , from the Chaldee Toul, 
“ (^n) interpret atio, or the Arabic Atala, fpeculavit, intrvfpexit , 
<( <vifitavit. Our Tola was a fupreme officer of the church, and 
<( had the fuperintendance of all religious ceremonies j hence 
et the Greek T«Xo?, myjlerium, initiatio, ceremonia, et catera, qua 
<( ad facras initiationes^pertinent. T &tu, initiate rebus dtvinis. 
4 ‘ The office of the Tola was adopted by the Irifh Chriftians : 
u in pagan times he was of great power and authority, and, if 
gt I miftake not, had the foie power of making and vending 

“ the 
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“ of a large orbicular ftone, fupported by two 
“ ftones, betwixt which there is a paflage— 
*' The moft aftonifhing monument of this 
(< kind is in the tenement of Men, in the pa- 
“ rifli of Conftantine, Cornwall. It is one 
“ vaft egg-like ftone, placed on the points of 
e< two natural rocks, ft> that a man may creep 
■* under the great one, and between its fiip- 
“ porters, through a paflage about three feet 
“ wide, and as much high. The longeft di- 
ameter of this ftone is thirty-three feet, 
“ pointing due north and fouth, end to end; 
■* it is fourteen feet fix inches deep ; and the 
breadth in the middle of the furface, where 
“ wideft, was eighteen feet fix inches wide 
*■ from eaft to weft.—Getting up by a lad- 


“ the TlaSy or TeJefman, fo called from Tlas, cattle, beajls ; for 
“ thefe or CDD/CD Tlqffim, as the Chaldees wrote it in the 
“ plural, were images of certain animals doing homage to the 
“ Sun. Exiftimant artifices hujus operis, li foie exiftente in 
*' gradu aliquo imago conficiatur, fecundum figuram earn quae 
“ gradui illi adferibitur, quod in ilia imagine deinde confpici- 
t€ antur virtutes et effe£tus, qui illi figurae attribuuntur. (Rah. 
“ Moles ben Majemon.) Hence Rab* Jehuda derives the word 
u from Talah a ram, and Shemes (itfDltf), the Sun; but 

* e we find them alfo in the fhape of bulls, as on that curious 
“ celt found by the Rev. Mf. Douglas, engraved in the Bibl. 
“ Topogr. Britan. No. 33. Hence I think the Tolman ftone 
tf is the ftone of Tol, where the initiation into the facred Myf- 
“ teries was performed by the Tola. 4 ’ Vind. of Anc. Hift. of 
Ireland,' p. 453. 

«« der 
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** der to view the top of it, we found the 
** whole furface worked, like an imperfed or 
“mutilated honeycomb, into bafons; one, 
** much larger than the reft, was at the louth 
“ end, about feven feet long; another, to 
“ the north, about five; the reft fmaller, fel-- 
41 dom more than one foot, oftentimes not 
“ fo much ; the fides and fhape irregular. 
44 Moft of thefe bafbns difcharge into the two 
“ principal ones, which lie in the middle of 
“ the furface, thofe only excepted, which are 
44 near the brim of the ftone ; and they have 
“ little lips or 'channels, which difcharge the 
44 water they colled; over the fides of the 
44 Tolmen, and the flat rocks, which lie un- 
44 derneath, receive the droppings in bafbns 
44 cut into their furfaccs. This ftone is no 
v 44 lefs wonderful for its pofition than for its 
44 fize; for, although the under part is nearly 
44 femicircular, yet it refts on the two large 
44 rocks ; and fo light and detached does it 
44 ftand, that it touches the two under ftones, 
■“ but as it were on their points—In the area 
44 below this ftone there are many great rocks, 
44 which have certainly been divided and 
44 fplit; but whether thrown down from the 
44 fides of the Tolmen, for the purpofes above 
44 mentioned, I will not pretend to deter- 
44 mine. One thing is remarkable, which is, 

44 that 


Digitized by ^.ooQie 



416 A DISSERTATION 

\ 

4t that thefe Tolmcns reft on fupporters, and 
“ do not touch the earth* agreeably to an 
“ eftablifhed principle of the Druids* who 
“ thought every thing that was facred would 
** be profaned by touching the ground; and 
“ therefore* as I imagine, ordered it fo, as 
“ that thefe deities fhould reft upon the pure 
** rock* and not be defiled by touching the 
“ common earth. Another thing is worthy 
“ our notice In this kind of monuments, 
“ which is, that, underneath thefe vaft ftones, 
“ there is a hole, or paflage, between the 
“ rocks. What ufe the ancients made of 
“ thefe paflages, we can only guefs ; but we 
“ have reafon to think* that when once 
“ ftones were ritually confecrated, they attri- 
“ buted great and miraculous virtues to every 
“ part of them, and imagined, that whatever 
“ touched, lay down upon, was furrounded 
“ by, or paffed through, or under, thefe 
“ ftones, acquired thereby a kind of holinefs, 
“ and became more acceptable to the gods. 
“ This paflage might alfo be a fanduary for 
** the offender to fly to, and fhelter himfelf 
“ from the purfuer; but I imagine it chiefly 
“ to have been intended and ufed for intro- 
“ ducing profelytes, or novices, ^people under 
“ vows, or about to facrifice, 'into their more 
“ fablime myfteries. For the fame reafon, I am 

“ apt 
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** apt to think, the vaft architraves, or crofs- 
“ ftones, refting upon the uprights at Stone- 
“ henge, were erected ; namely, with an in- 
“ tent to confecrate and prepare the worfhip- 
** pers, by paffing through thofe holy rocks, 
for the better entering upon the offices, 
which were to be performed in their Pene- 
“ tralia, the mod facred part of the tem- 

« pie p.” 

We have feen, that the Mithratic cave was 
lymbolical of the world, and confequently, 
that its interior reprefented the great abyfi. 
An egg was like wife a fymbol of the world; 
whence we find, that the ancients fometimes 
built their temples in an oval lhape q . I ap¬ 
prehend then, that the. vaft egg-like Tolmen, 
(as Dr. Borlafe very properly terms it,) of the 
parifh of Conflantine, was only another mode 
of reprefenting that, which the Mithratic ca¬ 
vern equally typified. It was an emblem in 

; 

fhort of the world at the time of the deluge. 
Accordingly it was furnifhed with the fame 
ftone batons, as thofe, which diftinguifhed the 
grotto of Mithras j and was provided with 
the fame narrow paffage between rocks. 

It is worthy of notice, that a cuftom, very 

• ♦ 

P Borlafe’s Cornwall, p. 174. 

Q Maurice’s Ind. Ant. vol. iii. p. 18. 

vol. II. e e much 
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muc^i refembling the ancient petrean purifi¬ 
cation, flill prevails in one of our own In¬ 
dian fettlements,. “ In the ifland of Bom- 
“ bay, about two miles from the town, riles 
“ a confiderable hill, called Malabar bill, 
“ which, llretching into the Ocean, by its 
“ projection forms a kind of promontory. At 
< the extreme point of this hill, on the de- 
“ fcent towards the fea-fhore, there is a. rock, 
“ upon the furface of which there is a natu- 
“ ral crevice, which communicates with a 
“ cavity opening below, and terminating to- 
“ wards the fea. This place is ufed by the 
“ Gentoos as a purification for their fins, 
“ which, they fay, is effected by their going 
“ in at the opening below, and emerging out 
** of the cavity above. This cavity feems too 
“ narrow for perfons of any corpulence to 
“ fqueeze through : the ceremony however is 
“ in fiich high repute in'the neighbouring 
“ countries, that there is a tradition, that the 
<( famous Conajee Angria ventured by Health 
“ one night upon the. ifland, on purpofe to 

perform this ceremony, and got off undif- 
“ covered 1 .” 

As the purgatory of St. Patric, and the 
vault at New-Grange, feem both to have 


r Maurice’s Ind. Ant* vol. vi. p. 145. 
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been artificial Mithratiq temples, lb I am 
much inclined to think, that the immenffc 
cavern at Caftleton in Derbyfhire was a na¬ 
tural one. It is certain, that the primitive 
Chriftians, with how much propriety I will 
not pretend to determine, afcribed all the 
divinations of the heathens to the infernal 
fpirit®: and it is moreover certain, that the 
Pythonefles of Apollo received the fuppofed 
infpiration of their deity in a manner worthy 
only of the abominable obfcenities of pagan- 
ifm. The Derby {hire cavern is dill, by a 
coarfe appellation, connected with the De¬ 
vil : whence it is not unrealizable to con¬ 
clude, that the firft Chriftians of Britain be- 
flowed that title upon it, in confequence of 
their knowing, that among their forefathers 
it was the celebrated feat of one of the prin¬ 
cipal oracles in the ifland. The particular 
mode however, in which it is conne<fted 
with the Devil, I conceive to be erroneous *. 

J 

f 

8 This appears fsmetimes at leaft to have been the cafe. See 
A6is xvi. 16. 

1 This fuppofition, which I am perfuaded is a juft one, is 
confirmed by the following remarkable pafiage 5 from which it 
will appear, that the celebrated grotto at Caftleton was not un¬ 
known, as a place of worfhip, even in Hindoftan. 

“ One of the feven wonders of the peak in Derbyfhire is 
4< called by a coarfer name ftill, but very improperly ; for this 
f* wonderful cave, or at leaft one very much like it in the fa- 

e e 2 “ cred 
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The reader will recoiled!, that, of the two 

l 

doors into the Mithratic grotto, I ftated the 
one to be fymbolical of thofe fi{lures, through 
which the waters of the deluge iflued; and 
the other, of the door conftrudled by Noah 
in the fide of the Ark. I further obferved, 
that the Ark was the great Mother-Goddefs 
of the Gentile world ; and that the egrefs of 
the Noachidae was confidered in the light of 
a wonderful fecond birth. This being the 
cafe, we {hall be at no lofs either to under- 
ftand the fhameful manner, in which, upon 
the introdudlion of the phallic worlhip, the 
door of the Ark was typified"; or to perceive 


" cred ides, (viz. Britain, Ireland, Iceland, and Ferro ; fee Afiat. 
“ Ref. vol. vi. p. 490.) and particularly noticed in the Pura- 
€t nas, is declared to be the facred Yoni.” Wilford on Mount 
Caucafus. Afiat. Ref. vol. vi. p. 502. 

u Bp. Horfley mod truly obferves, that Artemis or Diana, 
who was conceived to prefide over generation, was wodhipped 
under the identical form of the difgraceful fymbol here alluded 
to. She was termed by the Egyptians Bubajlts , which is only 
a corruption of Yi-Rofeih, foramen turpitudinis; and the obfcene 
worfhip paid to her perfectly correfponded with her title. (See 
Tranflat. of Hofea, p. 118.) Diana, as I have repeatedly 
dated, was the Moon worihipped in conjunction with the 
Ark; and it was in her lajl character alone, that fhe was 
edeemed the goddefs of parturition. The emblematical Pi-Bo- 
feth in fhort was the hieroglyphic of the door of the Ark : 
hetice, as Noah or Baal-Peor, the male genius of procreation^ 
was fometimes denominated Tbyreus or Patulcius ; fo Diana, 
Artemis, Ilithyia, Da-Mater, Ceres, Juno, Hecate, or Lucina, 

(for 


Digitized by 


Google 



ON THE CABIRI. 


421 


the reafon, why the paffage through $he Bom¬ 
bay cavern, the paffage through St. Patric’s 
purgatory, the paffage through the orifice 
beneath the Cornifh Tolmen, the paffage 
through the door of the Indian cave men¬ 
tioned by Porphyry, and the paffages through 
the feveral, portals formed by the vaft trili- 
thons of Stonehenge, fhould univerfally be 
confidered as either conferring purity, or as 
affording a tefl of it. They were all equally 
fymbolical of the door of the Ark, through 
which none but the pure and holy family of 
Noah were allowed to pafs: confequently the 
commemorative palling through thofe rocky 
orifices fymbolized the arkite birth of that 
family, or, in other words, the regeneration 
of the Myfteries. Accordingly we are in¬ 
formed by Captain Wilford, that ** perforated 
“ {tones are not uncommon in India, and 
that devout people pafs through them, 
“ when the opening will admit it, in order 
“ to be regenerated. If the hole be too 
(t finall, they put either the hand or foot 
“ through it; and, with a fufficient degree 


(for by all thefe various names the lunar Ark was indifferently 
diftinguifhed) the female genius of procreation, was frequently 
termed Protbyrca. 

e e 3 “of 
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“ of faith, it anfwers nearly the fame pur- 
“ pofe x .” 

With regard to the interior of the Derby- 
fhire cavern, I am perfuaded, that any perfbn, 
who defcends into it after having firft atten¬ 
tively perufed the fixth book x>f the Eneid, 
will be not a little furprifed at its lingular 
refemblance to the Hades of the Myfteries, 
though the terrific machinery, once intro¬ 
duced into it, exifts do longer. You firft en¬ 
ter into an immenfe and magnificent natural 
. cave, the whole of which how’ever is perfect¬ 
ly vifible by the dufky light admitted through 
its noble arched gateway. From this cave 
you are conducted to a fmall narrow door; 
having palled through which, you rapidly de- 
fcend, till you find yourfelf upon the brink of 
a fubterraneous river. Over the river you are 
ferried in a fmall boat; and, after reaching 
the oppofite fide, you continue your courfe 
along its bank, through an alternate lucceffion 
of narrow paftages, and lofty caverns. At 
length you arrive at a beautiful arched grotto 


x Afiat. Ref. vol. vi. p. ^02. Let the reader once more con- 
fult the obfervations, which I have already made upon the 
f hallic worfhip, andf he will fee yet more clearly the propriety 
of thefe remarks upon the cavern at Caftleton. Vide fupra 
vol. i. p< 364. note d. 

Ot 
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of very large dimenfions, in the centre of 
which rifes a natural rock, which you are fur- 
prifed to find illuminated ready for your re¬ 
ception. The rock itfelf "is occupied by a 
number of perfons, who had previoufly en¬ 
tered for that purpofe; and your ears are 
forthwith faluted by a variety of wild fongs> 
which forcibly remind you of the old popular 
fuperftition refpeCting elves and fairies. I 
have little doubt but that this is done pur- 
fuant to an immemorial cuftom, all traditions 
refpeCting the origin and import of which 
have however long been obliterated from the 
minds of .the guides. The reader will have 
already anticipated me in pronouncing What 
that cuftom was: during the celebration of 
• theCabiric Myfteries in this ftupendous natural 
temple, the afpirant, after pafling through the 
narrow door of the rock, after ferrying over 
the infernal ftream emblematical of the cen¬ 
tral waters of the vaft abyfs, and after en- 

* I 

countering the canine portents y which grinned 
horribly upon him as he wandered through 
the contracted windings of the cave, at length 
reached the illuminated grotto, the Elyfium 
of the orgies. 

To the fame Cabiric Myfteries, as thole 
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which were celebrated in the caverns of Sa- 

0 

mothrace and Caftleton, we may likewife ul¬ 
timately trace the famous Britifh legend of 
Merlin and the lady of the lake. 

To Maridunum, that is now by chaunge 
Of name Cayr-Merdin call’d, they took their 
way; 

There the wile Merlin whylome wont, they fay, 
To make his wonne, low underneath the ground. 
By a deep delve, far from the view of day. 
That of no living wight he mote be found. 
When fo he counfel’d, with his fprights encom- 
paH round. 

And if thou ever happen that fame way 
To travel, go to fee that dreadful place : 

It is a hideous hollow cave, they fay, 

Under a rock, that lies a little fpace 
From the fwift Barry, tumbling down apace 
Amongft the woody hills of Dyneuovvre : - 
But dare thou not, I charge, in any cafe. 

To enter into that fame baleful bower. 

For fear the cruel fiends Ihould thee unwares 
devour. 

% 

But Handing high aloft, low lay thine ear, 
And there fuch ghaHly'noife of iron chains. 
And brazen caldrons, thou (halt rambling hear, 
Which thoufand fprites with long enduring pains 
Do tofs, that it will Hun thy feeble brains ; 

And oftentimes great groans, and grievous 
Hounds, 

When 
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When too huge toil and labour them conftrains. 
And oftentimes loud ftrokes and ringing founds 
From under that deep rock moil horribly re¬ 
bounds. 

The caufe, fome fay,-is this : a little while 
Before that Merlin died, he did intend 
A brazen wall in compafs to compile 
About Cairmardin, and did it commend. 

Unto thefe fprites to bring to perfect end; 
During which work the lady of the lake. 

Whom long he lov’d, for him in hafte did fend, 
Who, thereby forc’d his workmen to forfake. 
Them bound till his return their labour not to 
flake. 

In the mean time through that falfe lady’s 
train 

He was furpris’d, and buried under beare 


z In this part of the hiftory of Merlin there are fome varia¬ 
tions, as the reader will perceive by comparing the following 
cxtrafts. 

“ Merlin’s mother, having fecretly conceived by a demon, 
€t was, after her delivery, condemned to be put to death, for 
t€ breach of chaftity; but her fon, an infant, defended, and fet 
“ his mother at liberty. Merlin, being grown up, went to the 
€€ court of Uther Pendragon, where he eftablifhed the famous 
€< round table, wrought many wonderful works, and uttered a 
€i number of prophecies. Here he fell in love with the lady of 
“ the lake, whom he ufed to call the white ferpent. Before his 
“ death, he ere&ed a tomb in the foreft of Nortes, capable to 
“ hold him and his miftrefs 5 and, having fhewed it to her, he 
“ taught her a charm, that would clofe the ftone, fo that it 
" could never be opened. The lady, who fecretly hated him, 

i( be- 
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Ne ever to his work return’d again j 
Nathlels thofe fiends may not their work forbear. 


4i began one day to carefs him exceedingly > and at lafl made 
u him go into the tomb, in order to try whether it was large 
“ enough. Merlin being entered, (he clofed the (tone upon 
44 him, where he died : his fpirit, being likewife confined by 
€ * the force of the fpell, continued from time to time to fpeak, 
44 and to give anfwers to fuch queftions as were put to him.’* 
Life of Merlin apud Hoole’s tranflation of Orlando Furiofb. 

4t The lady of the lake and Merlin departed; and by the way, 
“ as they went. Merlin (hewed to her many wonders, and came 
€C into Cornwaile: and alwaies laid about the lady for to have 
“ her favour; and (he was ever palling weary of him, and fain 
44 would have been delivered of him ; for (he was afraid of him, 
4 ‘ becaufe he was a dwells fonne, and (he could not put him 
44 away by no meanes. And fo, upon a time it hapned, that 
“ Merlin (hewed to her in a rocke, whereas was a great wonder, 
“ and wrought by inchantment, which went under a (tone, fo 
4 *' by her craft and working (he made Merlin to go under that 
44 (lone, to let him wit of the marvailes there. But fhe wrought 
44 fo for him, that he came never out, for all the craft that he 
44 could doe.** Morte Arthur, book i. chap. 60, Ibid. 

“ Ce Merlin naquit en Angleterre, du commerce d un demon 
44 avec un'e fille vierge. 11 fervit long-terns par (a fcience ma- 
44 gique le roi Artus; mais enfin il perit par cette fcience 
<( meme: car setantchoifi pour maitretfe la jeune Viviane, celle- 
“ ci, fous pretexte de n’avoir rien & craindre de fes parens, de- 
€% manda auMagicien deux cnchantemens* avec lefquelselle pfit 
44 les tenir endormis ou enfemies autant qu’il lui plairait. Mer- 
44 lin les lui enfeigna. Elle le fervit du premier pour lendor- 
44 mir lui-meme toutes les fois qu’il venait coucher avec elle; et' 
44 par cette adrefte, dont le motif eft louable, fut ainfi (e conferver 
44 toujours pure. Mais par une perfidiehorrible, quon ne pent 
44 excufer, elle employa enfuite le fecond pour l’enfermer dans 
t( une for&t, (d’autres manuferits porrent dans un tombeau,) &X 
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So greatly his commandement they fear. 

But there do toil and travail day and night. 
Until that brazen wall they up do rear j 
For Merlin had in magic more insight, 

Than ever him before or after living wight *. 

For he by words could call out of the Iky 
Both Sun and Moon, and make them him obey j 
The land to fea, and fea to mainland dry. 

And darkfome night he eke could turn to day ; 
Huge hofts of men he could alone difmay. 

And hofts of men of meaneft things could frame, 
Whenfo him lift his enemies to fray. 

That to this day for terror of his fame 
The fiends do quake, when any him to them 
does name b . 

* 

The whole of this defcription Ihews, that 
Merlin was precifely what the ancients thought 
the Telchines to have been. As thefe are re- 
prefented by Diodorus Siculus in the light of 


“ il mourut. Les Romanciers ajoutent que Ton efprit y fub- 
€t fiftait toujours, et que de terns en terns on y entendait fa 
i( voix/’ Note au manteau mal taille, Fabliaux du xii. et du xiiL 
Siecle, tom. i. 

a This defcription is borrowed from nature. “ In a rocluin 
“ the ifland ot Barry in Glamorganfliire, there is a narrow 
“ chink or cleft, to which if you put your ear, you fhall per- 
€C ceive all fuch fort of noifes, as you may fancy fmiths at work 
“ under ground j drakes of hammers, blowing of bellows, 
“ grinding of tools/’ Camden’s Britannia. 

Spencer’s Fairy Queen, book iii. Canto 3. 

fkilful 
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fkilful magicians, who could produce clouds 
and rain at pleafure c ; as they w ere more¬ 
over the inftitutors of the Myfleries, and are 
feigned, during their abode in Samothrace, to 
have greatly terrified the natives by their in¬ 
cantations d ; as they were Iikewife the inven¬ 
tors of metallurgy e , and excellent artificers in 
brafs and iron, infomuch that they made the 
fickle of Cronus f , the trident of Neptune s , 
and the flatues of Apollo, Juno, and the 
Nymphs h : fo, in* a fimilar njanner, Merlin 
was fuppofed to have had power over the 
Sun and Moon; to have been able to change 
night into day, and dry land into fea j to have 
overthrown by his fingle arm huge hofts of 
men ; and to have been fo fkilful a workman, 
that he defigned to furround Caermarthen 
with a wall of brafsMerlin in fhort was 
the fame as the Irifh Tailgin St. Patric; in 

c Biod. Bibl. lib. v. p. 326. 

* Ibid. p. 333. 

* Ibid. 

* Strab. Geog. lib. xiv. p. 654. 

£ Callim. Hymn, ad Del. ver. xxx. 

h Diod. Bibl. lib. v. p. 326. 

4 The fable of Merlin’s attempt to furround Caermarthen 
with walls of brafs is a legend of the very fame nature as that 
of the Cyclopians having built the walls of Tiryns and Mycenae. 
For an account of the edifices afcribed to this race, who were 
the fame as the Telchines, fee Bryants Anal. vol. iii. p, 340. 

other 
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other words, he was Noah, or the principal 
Xelchin : whence he was denominated by the 
ancient Celts Mer-Lin, or the marine god of 
the lake k . . This lake, of which he was the 
deity, was one of the fame nature as that, 
which flowed round the purgatory of St. Pa- 
tric; as that in the vicinity of the Egyptian 
Buto; and as that of Cotylc, round which 
the Pelafgi planted their fettlements 1 : while 
his imaginary miftrefs, the ,lady of the lake, 
was nothing; more than the Noetic Ark, the 
Latona of Delos and Buto, the Atargatis or 
Derceto of the lake Bambyce m . • 


k Mer, Water, either lake or Jea water . Lin, a lake. See 

the Cornifti-Englifti vocabulary at the end of Borlafe s Ant. of 

* 

Cornwall. It is perhaps almoft fuperfluous to obfcrve, that the 
Cornifti, the Welfti, the Manks, and the Erfe, are merely 
and equally dialectical variations of the ancient Celtic. 

1 All thefe lakes contained fmall facred iflands, which teem 
to have been confidered as emblematical of the Ark ) whence 
thofe in the lakes of Buto and Cotyle were fuppofed to have 
once floated. M. Bailly notices the extreme veneration of the 
ancients for iflands } but he does not appear to me to give, in 
the courle of his work, any very fatisfadtory reafon for it. €€ Ne 
“ trouvez-vous pas, Monfleur, quelque chofe de fingulier dans 
“ cet amour des anciens pour les lies ? Tout ce qu’il y a de 
u facre, de grand, et d’antique sy eft pafse : pourquoi les habi- 
tans du continent ont-ils donne cet avantage aux lies fur Ie 
u continent meme.” Lettres fur l’Atlantide, p. 361. 

m The lady of the lake, and tlje fairy Morgana or Mergiana, 
whom romance-writers celebrate as the After of Arthur, and 
the pupil of Merlin, appear to be the fame mythological cha- 

ra6ter» 
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Arioflo, who, like Spenfer, wrote from old 
traditions, the import of which he did not 
underftand, deferibes Merlin as confined be- 


rafter. “ Mourgue, Morgane, ou Morgain, commc l’appellent 
u les anciens manuferits, etoit foeur d’Artus, et eleve de Merlin, 
(i qui lui enfeigna la magie.” Note au manteau mal taille. 
Fabliaux du xii. et du xiii. Siecle, tom. i. Our weftern wri¬ 
ters borrowed the charafter of Morgana from the Perfians, to 
whom (he was well known under the title of Mergian Peri , or 
the fairy Mergian, Bailly’s Lettres fur l’Atlantide, p. 144. 
Morgana or Mergian feems to be Mer-Gin, the genius or fairy 
of the fea; and we find her, no lefs than Viviana the perfidious 
miftrefs of Merlin, connefted with a lake and a ferpent. Boi- 
ardo accordingly reprefents her as failing beneath the furface of 
an inchanted lake, and carefling an immenfe ferpent, into 
which form llie had metamorphofed one of her lovers. 

Fermofli Orlando pien di maraviglia, 

Penfando pur, che cofa fufie quella : 

La donna in vifo era bianca, e vermiglia, 

E fopra tutte l’altre belle, bella : 

Quel drago morto in fu le braccia piglia, 

E con efio entra in una navicella, 

Correndo gih per l’acqua alia feconda, 

E nel mezzo del lago fi profonda.v 

Orland. Inam. lib. ii. cant. 12 . fian. 61, 
I fufpeft, that the giant Morgante, the hero of the romance of 
Pulci, was originally the correfponding mafeuline idol to the 
feminine Morgana. 

As Morgana and the lady of the lake feem to be one perfon, 

•! fo I think it probable, that the famous Sir Launcelot du Lac, 

; the bravelt of the imaginary knights of the round table, was 
\\ the very fame as Merlin. The whole indeed of the hifiory of 
i; Arthur, whether we admit the reality of his exiftence or not, 
H appears to be purely fabulous. 

neath 
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neath an ark of ftone, from which his per¬ 
turbed 1 fpirit uttered oracular refponfes; and 
beftows upon the prieftefs, wl\o officiated in 
his myftic cavern, the name of Meliffa, the 
very name in ffiort, by which the prieftefs of 
Mithras was ordinarily diftinguiffied. This 
prieftefs he reprefents, as bluing from a nar¬ 
row door, in the loofe attire ©f one of the old 
Sibylline PythonefTes ”, to meet the heroine 
Bradamant. 

Cos! dicendo, alia cima fuperna 

Del folitario monte il deftrier caccia, 

\ 

Mirando pur, s’ alcuna via difcerna, 

Come lei poffa tor dalla fua traccia. 

Ecco nel faflo trova una caverna, 

Che fi profonda piu di trenta braecia: 

Tagliato a picchi, ed a fcarpelli il faffo 
Scende giu al dritto, ed ha una porta al balTo. 

Nel fondo avea una porta ampia e capace, 
Che in maggior ftanza largo adito dava, 

E fuor n’ ufcia fplendor come di face, 

Ch’ ardefle in mezzo alia montana cava. 


Dentro la porta ando, ch’ adito dava 


n The Sibyllae i'eem to have been prieftefles of Cybele, from 
whom, according to the ufual cuftom of the pagans, they bor¬ 
rowed their name, as the Melifiae did from Melitta. This ap¬ 
pears to me to be a much more natural derivation of the word, 
than that of Dr. Hyde from Siboleth, an ear of corn. See his 
Treatife de Rel. Vet. Perfar. 



Nella 
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Nella feconda, afiai piu larga, cava. 

Un picciol’ ufcio intanto ftride e crocca, 

Ch’ era all’ incontro, onde una donna ufcio 

Difcinta e fcalza, e fciolte avea le chiome 

# / 

Che la donzella faluto per nome : 

E diffe : O generofa Bradamante, 

Non giunta qui fcnza voler divino, 

Di te piu giorni m’ ha predetto innante 
II profetico fpirto di Merlino, 

Che vifitar le fue reliquie (ante 
Dovevi per infolito camino ; 

E qui fori ftata, accid ch’ io ti riveli 
Quel c’han di te gia flatuito i cieli. 

Quefta e l’antica et memorabil grotta, 
Che edifico Merlino il favio mago : 

Che forfe ricordare odi talotta, 

I ' 

Dove ingannollo la donna del lago.. 

II fepolcro e qui giu, dove corrotta 
Giace la came fua ; dove egli, vago 
Di fodisfare a lei che gliel fuafe, 

Vivo corcoffi, e morto ci rimafc. 

-Lieta dell’ infolita avventura, . 

Dietro alla'maga fubito fu mofla, 

Che la conduffe a quella fepoltura 
Che chiudea di Merlin l’anima e l’ofla. 

Era quell’ area d’una pietra dura, 

Lucida e terfa, e come fiamma rofla, 

Tal ch’ alia ftanza, benche di Sol priva, 

Dava fplendore il lume che n’ufciva °. 

Arioit. Orland. Furiof. Cant. ii. Stanz. 7°*“^Cant. 
Stanz, 6 . et infra. 
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So faying, to the hill he bent his courfe. 

And up the fteepy fummit (purr’d his hctrfe j 
Thence looking round, he fought fome path to 
take, 

By which he might the damfel’s track forfake: 
When fudden there a monftrous cave he found. 
Hewn out with labour in the ftony ground : 
Full thirty cubits deep it feem’d in (how : 

A fair and lofty gate appear’d below, 

Which by its ample ftrudture feem’d defign’d 
For entrance to fome larger place behind. 

And through the (hade a glimmering brightnefs 
gave. 

As of a torch that burnt within the cave. 


Soon as the maid again from earth was rais’d. 
With the hard (hock and fudden fall amaz’d. 
She enter’d boldly through the gate, which gave 

An entrance to the fecond, larger, cave. 

•• 

Meantime a fudden jarring found was heard. 
When from a narrow gate a dame appear’d. 
Ungirt, with feet unfhod, with hair difplay’d, 
Who by her name addrefs’d the warrior-maid. 
And thus—O generous Bradamant! ((he faid) 

Not without heaven’s appointment hither led : 

4 • 

Behold this ancient cave, by Merlin wrought. 
Merlin in every art of magic taught : 

Here with bewitching looks, and wiles prepar’d. 
The lady of the lake his heart enfnar’d : 
vol. ii. f f ' His 
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His fepulchre is here, ^rhofe womb contains 
The deathlefs fpirit and decay’d remains : 
To this he by her blandifhments was led. 
And what receiv’d alive, detains him dead. 


His voice furvives, and oft is heard to come 
In tuneful mufic from the marble tomb. 

To all, that queftion, is his wifdom fhewn. 

He tells the paft, and makes the future known. 

She faid: and Amon’s daughter, while fhe 
fpoke. 

With filence heard.- 

Then rapt with joy at fuch a blefs’d event. 
Silent fhe follow’d where the matron went. 
Slow leading to the tomb, in which detain’d 
The ghofl of Merlin with his bones remain’d. 
Hard was the polifh’d marble, fmooth and 

t 

bright. 

And like a ruddy flame difpell’d the night. 
Whether Tome marble by its nature fhews 
A beam, that like a torch, in darknefs glows: 
Or elfe by verfe, and fumigated powers. 

Or figns imprefs’d in planetary hours, 

As' beft may feem, this wonder was compos’d. 

Hoole. 

Jh 

In this pafTage, the Italian poet has very 
undefignedly given us the exa<ft defcription of 
a Mithratic temple.. Firft we may obferve 
the rapid and fteep defcent into the outer 

cavern, 
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cavern, like that into the firft grotto of Tro- 
phonius; next, the door of communication 

with the inner cavern; andi after that, the 

/ 

fmall door of expurgation, through which the 
prieftefs MelifTa enters: while, in the midft 
of the illuminated facellum, we find the 
tomb, or, as Ariofto very juftly calls it, the 
ark of Merlin; from which he was fuppofed 
to utter oracular refponfes precifely in the 
fame manner, as the Argo of Ofiris was 
thought to be fatidical, and as the prophetic 
fhrine of Ifis was conftrudted in the form of 
an ark, or fhip. 

The genealogy of Merlin perfectly accords 
with thefe remarks upon his mythological 
character. I have obferved, that, in the theo¬ 
logy of paganifm, Noah was fometimes de- 
fcribed, in allufion to his fecond birth from 

I 

the womb of the Ark, as never having had a 
mortal father. Such likewife was the cate 
with Merlin. He was feigned to have been 
born of a fair virgin, who conceived him in 
confequence of her intercourfe with an in¬ 
fernal fpirit. Selden, in his illuftrations of 
Drayton’s PSly-®lbion, compares this legend 
to the fabulous account which the Rabbini¬ 
cal writers give of the Beni-Elohim, men¬ 
tioned in the book of Genefis p ; but I much 

\ 

* Illuft. of Drayton’s Poly-OIbion, Song 5. “ The fons of 

f f a “ God 
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doubt, whether there be the flighteft connec¬ 
tion between the two fables. As the virgin 
is the Ark, fo the infernal fpirit feems to be 
nothing more than one of the infernal or ark- 
ite Cabiri, and the fame perfon as his imagi¬ 
nary fon Merlin j for Noah, as I have fre¬ 
quently obferved, was indifferently elleemed 
the parent, the hufband, and the fon, of his 
divinely conftrudted veffel. Selden further 
mentions, that Merlin was likewife called 
Ambrofe or Ambrofius q ; but Spenfer repre- 
fents Ambrofius as the coufin of Matilda, 
Merlin’s mother r : I fufpedt however, that 
Selden is right in this matter, and that Spen¬ 
fer is miftaken. Our fabulizing anceftors con¬ 
verted Ambrofius into a Roman king of Bri¬ 
tain ; but, as Mr. Bryant very juftly obferves, 
no fuch perfbn ever exifted. Amber or Am- 
P’Ur Signifies any thing divine or Jolar : hence 
the term was fometimes applied to Noah, or 
Merlin ; and fometimes to. the confecratcd 
Petrae, in which he was worfhipped. Stone¬ 
henge was compofed of thefe Petrae : accord- 

u God came in unto the daughters of men/' (Sen. vi. 4. if The 
i( angels of God,** fay's Jofephus, meaning I fuppofe the fallen 
angels, “ cohabiting with women, begot a race prone to commit 
“ injuftice.” Jofeph. Ant. Jud. lib. i. cap, 3. 

3 Illuft. of Poly-Olb. Song. 5. 

r Spenier s Fairy Queen, book iii. cant. 3. 

ingly, 


Digitized by ^.ooQie 



437 


ON THE CABIRI. 

ingly, while a town in its immediate vicinity 
is denominated Ambrojbury, we find a tradi¬ 
tion prevalent, that that ftupendous monument' 
itfelf was brought in a fingle night from Ire* 
land, through the power of Merlin’s incanta¬ 
tions*. Another Druidical ere&ion, confift- 
ing of the f^me Ambrofiae Petrae, formerly 
Hood in the neighbourhood of Penzance. It 
is at prefent nearly deftroyed; but it ftill re¬ 
tains the name of Main-Amber , or the Am - 
ber-fone ' 

The romance of the life of Merlin repre- 
fents that magician, as contemporary with 
king Arthur, and as the inftitutor of the fa¬ 
mous round table. .1 am much inclined to 
conjecture, that the hardy knights of this cele¬ 
brated order were in faCt no other than the 
infernal or Cabiric deities. Hence we find a 
ftrange wild legend .refpeCting them, that 
they were accuftomed to ferry demons over 
Cocytus, Phlegethon, Styx, Acheron, and 
Lethe". The whole of this is merely the 


• Draytpn’s Poly-Olb. Song 4. 

1 See the whole paffage from the Analyfis refpe6Ving the Am* 
brofiae Petrae, cited above, p. 170. 

u “ Tous les chevaliers de la table ronde eftoient pauvre 9 

“ gaigne deniers, tirans la rame pur paflfer les rivieres de Co- 

* 

u cyte, Phlegeton, Styx, Acheron, et Lethe, quand meflieurs les 
“ diables fe veulcnt efbatre fur leau, com me font les bafteliers 
“ de Lyon et gondoliers de Venife. Mais pour chacune paf- 

p f 3 “ fade 
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counterpart to the fabulous birth of Merlin, 
■who, as we have feen, was feigned to be the 
offspring of an infernal fpirit. 

As the. knights of the round table were 
placed in the fabulous Hades, fo Merlin or 
Noah was fuppofed to have contrived a foun¬ 
tain, the waters of which excited hatred in 
the bofoms of thofe who drank of them. 
This fountain of hatred I apprehend to be the 
very fame as the claffical Styx, the mytholo¬ 
gical hiftory of which I have already fuffi- 
ciently difcuffed. 

i 

• » 

Dicon, che da Merlin fu fabbricata 
Per Trillan, che d’lfotta era invaghito. 

Era quell’ acqua di quefta natura, 

Che chi amava, faceva difamare, 

E non fol difamar, ma in odio avere 
Quel ch’ era prima diletto, e piacere x . 

Upon comparing the Hindoo Mithratic 
temples with the pyramids of Egypt, and the 
Irifh cavern at New-Grange, we found, that 
one method of conftrudting thofe places of 
worfhip was to difpofe the building in the 
fhipe of a crofs, and over the facellum to 


u fade ils n’ont qu un nazarde, et fur le foir quelque morceau 
<f de pain chaumeny.” Rabelais, liv. ii. cap. 50. apud Selden. 

* Orlan. Inam. di Boiardo. lib. i, cant, 3. Stanz. 36, 37. 

' raife 
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raife a lofty pyramid. Such is the form of 
the fupemal pagoda of Benares, and of the ' 
fubterraneous grotto at New-Grange. Keep¬ 
ing this circumftance in view, we lhall be led 
to difcover the real ufe of two curious relics 
of antiquity, fituated near Tortofa in the re¬ 
gion which lies diredtly north of BeruthV 
Tyre, and Paleftine. Maundrell, in his con¬ 
jectures refpeCting them, makes precifely the 
lame miftake that Norden has done in treat¬ 
ing of the great pyramid, and Ledwich in de- 
fcribing the cavern of New-Grange; for he 
has erroneoufly pronounced two ancient Mi- 
thratic temples to be two places of fepul- 
ture, notwithftanding their vicinity to another 
curious monument, which has been molt hap¬ 
pily illuftrated by Mr. King. Maundrell’s 
account of thefe feveral remains is as follows. 

On the north fide of the ferpent-fountain 
was a large dike, cut into the folid rock; 
“ and juft on the other fide of it, we elpied 
“ another antiquity, which took up our next 
“ obfervation. There was a court of fifty 
“ five yards fquare, cut in the natural rock; 
** the fides of the rock Handing round 
“ it, about three yards high, fupplying the 
** place of walls. On three fides it was thus 

y The ancient Berytus, the Bird of Nonnus. 

f f 4 “ en«- 
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“ encompaffed; but to the northward it lay 
“ open. In the centre of this area was a 
“ fquare part of the rock left {landing; being 
** three yards high, and five yards and a half 
'* fquare. This ferved for a pedeftal to a 
“ throne eredted upon it. The throne was 
“ compofed of four large {tones, two at the 
“ iides, one at the back, another hanging over 
** all the top, in the manner of a canopy. 
'* The whole ftrudture was about twenty feet 
u high, fronting towards that fide, where the 
u court was open. The ftone, that made the 
“ canopy, was five yards and three quarters 
" fquare, and carved round with a handfom6 
“ cornice. What all this might be defigned 
“ for we could not imagine ; unlels perhaps 
“ the court may pafs for an idol temple, and 
“ the pile in the middle for the throne of the 
“ idol: which Teems the more probable, 
in regard that Hercules, that is the Sun, the 
“ great abomination of the Phenicians, was 
“ wont to be adored in an open temple. At 
u the two innermoft angles of the court, and 
“ likewife on the open fide, were left pillars 
“ of the natural rock; three at each of the 
“ former, and two at the latter. 

“ About half a mile to the fouthward of 
“ the aforefaid antiquities, there Hood in view 
“ two towers.—We found them to be fepul- 

** chral 
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*' chral monuments, ere<fted over two ancient 
“ burying places. They ftood at about ten 
“ yards diftance from each other. The firft 
“ tower was thirty three feet high. Its long- 
“ eft ftone or pedeftal was ten feet high, and 
ft fifteen fquare: the fuperftru&ure upon 
“ which was firft a tall ftone in the form of 
“ a cylinder; and then another ftone cut in 
“ fhape of a pyramid. The other tower 
“ was thirty feet and two inches high. Its 
pedeftal was in height fix feet; and fixteen 
“ feet fix inches fquare. It was fupported by 
“ four lions, carved one at each corner of the 
u pedeftal. The carving had been very rude 
“ at beft; but was now rendered by time 
“ much worfe. The upper part reared upon 
“ the pedeftal was all one fingle ftone, in 
“ fafhion like a cone. 

“ Each of thefe barbarous monuments had 
“ hhder it feveral fepulchres ; the entrances 
* c into which were oh the fouth fide. Going 
“ down feven or eight fteps” into the vault 
under the firft of the towers, “ you come to 
“ the mouth of the fepulchre ; where crawl- 
ing in, you arrive in a chamber, which is 
** nine feet two inches broad, and eleven feet 
u long. Turning to the right hand, and go- 
u ing through a narrow palfage, you come to 

“ a fe- 
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“ a fecond room, which is eight feet, broad 
“ and ten long. In this chamber are feven 
“ cells for corpfes, two overagainft the en- 
“ trance, four on the left hand, and one un- 
u finifhed on the right. Thefe cells were 
“ hewn dire&ly into the firm rock. We 
** meafured feveral of them, and found them 
** eight feet and a half in length, and three 
“ feet three inches fquare. I would not in- 
** fer from hence, that the corpfes, depofited 
** there, were of fuch a gigantic lize, as to fill 
** up fuch large coffins: though, at the fame 
“ time, why fhould any men be fo prodigal 
“ of their labour, as to cut thefe caverns into 
“ fo hard a rock as this was, much farther 
** than neceffity required ? 

“ On the other fide of the firft chamber 
** Was a narrow paflage feven feet long, lead- 
** ing into a third room, whole dimenfions 
“ were nine feet in breadth, and twelve in 
“ length. It had eleven cells, of fomewhat 
“ a lefs fize than the former, lying at equal 
“ diftances all round about it. 

“ Paffing out of the firft room,” which 
ferved as a veftible to all the others, “ fore- 
11 right, you have two narrow entrances, each 

“ feven feet long, into a fourth room. This 

✓ 

“ apartment was nine feet fquare : it had no 

“ cells 



% 


Digitized by ^.ooQie 



ON THE CABIRI. 


443 


u cells in it, like the others, nor any thing re- 
“ markable, but only a bench, cut all along 
“ its lide on the left hand. 

“ From the defcription of this firft fepul- 
“ chre, it is eafy to conceive the difpofition of 
“ the other. The height of the rooms in 
“ both was about fix feet; and the towers 
“ were built each over the innermojl room of 
** the lepulchre, to which it belonged 

Maundrell further mentions, that not far 
from thefe pyramids were two others with 
nearly fimilar excavations beneath them. 

The firft thing, of which I fhall remind the 
reader, is, that he is now in the very coun¬ 
try of the Phenician Cabiri, in the region of 
Tyre, and Beruth ; and I lhall next call to his 
recollection, that the worfhip of thefe deities 
was equally eftablifhed in Britain and Ireland. 
This will prepare him both for the obferva- 
tions of Mr. King upon what Maundrell calls 
a throne, and for my own remarks upon what 
he denominates two fepulchres. 

Thefe feveral monuments being in the im¬ 
mediate neighbourhood of each other, we are 
naturally led to fuppofe, that they were con- 


* Maundrell's Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem, p. 20. 
The reader will find there a plan of thefe caverns. 
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ne&ed in their ufes j and I apprehend, that 
we lhall not find ourfelves miftaken. 

With regard to the firft, Mr. King, and I 
think very juftly, fuppofes it to have been not 
a throne, but an altar, precifely refembling 
that curious relic of antiquity ufually called 
Kit’s Cotty boufe, as well as feveral other erec¬ 
tions of a fimilar nature in various parts of 
thefe iflands. Upon this altar he conjectures, 
that human facrifices were offered: and he 
obferves, that it is raifed juft high enough for 
the purpofe of exhibiting thofe dreadful rites 
to the furrounding multitude, and no higher; 
and moreover that it is juft large enough for 
fuch facrifices, and no larger. Jde further 
conceives, that the area, cut out of the rock, 
-was deftined for the priefts; and that the ele¬ 
vated part around it was meant for the ac¬ 
commodation of the populace. In fhort, he 

pronounces this imagined throne to be no 

% 

other than a Cromlech a . Concerning the 
rude ftone pillars, he does not appear to me 
to fay any thing very fatisfaCtory; for he lim¬ 
ply obferves, that they bear an affinity with 
Druidical remains. I am perfuaded however, 
that thefe were nothing more than Phalli; 


* Muniment. Ant. vol, i; p. 225. et infra. 
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and that they were placed in the court-yard 
of the, grand altar, with the very fame allu- 
fion to the deluge, as the Phalli, which Lu¬ 
cian informs us were erected in the area fur- 
rounding the temple of the Syrian goddefs. 

Hitherto I have, with great pleafure, at¬ 
tended the fleps of Mr. King; but, upon the 
fubjett of the imaginary fepulchres, he is en¬ 
tirely filent. Having feen however, that the 
fuppofed throne was a Cabiric, Mithratic, or 
Druidical altar, (for it matters little by which 
of thefe names we delignate it,) we may na¬ 
turally expert to find in its neighbourhood a 
cavern temple, or Petra, deftined for the ce¬ 
lebration of the Myfieries of the helio-arkite 
fuperftition. ' Such then I conceive the two 
vaults, with their pyramidal appendages, to 
have been. Accordingly we find, that they 
are each conftru&ed in the form of the Taau- 
tic crofs T j that they have each an adytum, 
or facellum; and that they have each a py¬ 
ramid, JludiouJly and uniformly , not accident¬ 
ally, erected precifely over this adytum. We 
further find, that the entrance into them is 
by a fmall paflage, fo narrow, that a perfon 
is obliged to advance crawling rather than 
walking j and that there are within them a 
number of recedes, hollowed out in imitation 

h 

of the irregularities of a natural cavern, which 

were 
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were ufed by the priefts, partly for. the ma¬ 
nagement of their terribly fantaftic machinery, 
and partly as troughs for water. Thefe places 
Maundrell fuppofes to be cells for the recep¬ 
tion of dead bodies ; but he allows, that they 
are much larger than what was neceflary for 
that purpofe; and, as for any remains either 
of Ikeletons, mummies, or coffins, we find 
no more veftiges of them here, than in the 
great pyramid of Egypt, or in the grotto of 
New-Grange. Upon the whole, I have lit¬ 
tle doubt of the mutual connection of all 
thefe Syrian monuments of antiquity, feeing 
they are thus placed in each other’s imme¬ 
diate neighbourhood; and I cannot refrain 
from believing, that, as the altar was ereCted 
for facrificial purpofes, fo the excavations 
were made for the due celebration of the Mi- 
thratic or Cabiric Myfteries. 

Let us now turn our eyes to Egypt, where, 
as a confirmation of what has been faid re- 
ipeCting the fubterraneous chambers in the 
Syrian caverns, we fhall find (upon a larger 
fcale indeed) a fuite of grottos cut out of the 
folid rock, and arranged on the north and 
weft fides of the fecond pyramid. Mr. Greaves 
obferves, that “ the entrance into them is by 
“ fquare openings, hewn out of the rock, not 
u exceeding in magnitude thofe, which he 

“ had 
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** had defcribed before as forming the en- 
“ trance of the firft pyramid, and which he 
“ has reprefented as narrow and quadrangu- 
“ lar. The chambers within, he obferves, 
** are likewifo of a fquare form and well-pro- 
“ portioned, covered and arched above with 
“ the natural rock; in moft of which there 
“ was a paflage, opening into an interior 
“ chamber, but fo obftrudled with rubbilh, 
“ and fo involved in darknefs, as to forbid all 
“ penetration into their recefles. Thefe cham- 
“ bers, it can fcarcely be doubted, had fome 
“ focret communication with the interior 
“ apartments of the pyramid, the entrance 
“ into which has, if ever known, been long 
** fince forgotten b .” Mr. Greaves, and after 
him Mr. Maurice, conjectures, that thefe ca¬ 
verns were the dwellings of the priefls; an 
opinion, which I will not indeed venture po- 
fitively to contradict, but the propriety of 
which I very much doubt. I am rather in* 
dined to think them a fuite of grottos def- 
tined for the celebration of the Myfteries; 
and I fufpeCt, that they terminated in an ady¬ 
tum, the paflage to which is now choaked 
up, direClly under the pyramid. It is ob« 
fervable, that thefe caverns are difpofed, not 

b Maur. Ind. Ant, vol. ii. p. 538. 

in 
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in the form of the Taautic T, but in that of 
an L; a fhape exactly fimilar to that of St. 
Patric’s purgatory, excepting only that the 
angle of the latter is an obtufe inftead of a 
right one. The T and the L however are 
in fa<St the fame fymbol; the former X being 
the complete Argha, and the latter L the Ar- 
gha with its ftern lopped off, as it is invaria¬ 
bly reprefented upon the celeftial globe. 

If from Egypt we once more revert to 
Hindoftan, as we have already found in that 
country the ancient petrean worfhip efta- 
blifhed in its higheft fplendor and magnifi¬ 
cence ; fo we {hall be at no lols to difcover 
an inftance of a fuite of facred rooms hewn 
out of the folid rock: accordingly, as the laft- 
mentioned Egyptian grottos were deiigned, I 
conceive, for the celebration of the Cabiric 
Myfteries; fo the wonderful excavations at 
Ellora feem to have been formed for the very 
fame purpofe. Hence we find, that the Lin- 
ga or Phallus, the lymbolical bull, the god 
Maha-Deva or Ofiris, and his allegorical con- 
fort Parvata, are ftudioufly introduced into 
them; hence alfo we meet with the {tone 
ciftern for the purpofe of holding water; and 
hence we may obferve, that dole to Ellora is 
a fmall circular lake, and a little ifland in the 
midlt of it, lymbolical, like the Egyptian 

Chem- 
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Chemmis in the lake near Buto, the Pelafgic 
illand in the Cutilian lake, and the Irifli Ma- 
cra in the lake Derg, of the Noetic Ark c . 

All- thefe various caverns being alike dedi¬ 
cated to the lunar or arkite deity, the obfer- 
vations which have been made upon them 
may perhaps enable us to unravel the wild 
legend of Endymion, the Moon, and the Lat- 
mian grotto. 

According to Hefiod, Endymion was the 
fon of Calice by Jupiter-Aethlius ; and he 
obtained from his father the privilege of pre- 
fiding over death. He is evidently the fame 
perlbn as Ixion; for we find, that the very 
fame (lory is told alike of them both. As 
Ixion attempted to ravifh Juno, and, em¬ 
bracing in her ftead a cloud, became the fa¬ 
ther of the Centaurs, for which crime he was 
thruft down into the infernal regions: fo En¬ 
dymion was taken up into heaven, where he 
made a fimilar attempt upon the chaftity of 
Juno; embraced, in a fimilar manner, a 
cloud; and was, in a fimilar manner, call 
into the fabulous Hades. After what has al¬ 
ready been faid concerning Nephele, the cen- 

c For an account of thefe caverns I refer the reader to Aflat. 
Ref. vol. vi. p. 389. where he will find a variety of‘Plates il- 
luftrative of them, among which there is a view of Ellora with 
its lake and ifland. 

vol, ii. g g taurs. 
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taurs, and the infernal regions, it is fuperfltt- 
ous to point out the import of thefe tradi¬ 
tions : it will be fufficient merely to obferve, 
■ that the circumftance of Noah’s feizing the 
dove, and drawing her into the Ark, has 
been flrangely perverted into an imaginary 
attempt to ravifh Juno. 

The part of the legend of Endymion, laft 
confidered, in fome meafure points but the 
nature of his real charader; but that, which 
is moll: immediately conneded with the pre- 
fent fubjed, is the fable of his eternal fleep 
. in the cave of Latmos. Some fuppofed, that 
he was beloved by the Moon, and was thrown 
into that lleep by her, in order that fhe might 
vifit him in the cave without any oppofition; 
others afferted, that he was deified on account 
of his exemplary piety, and yet for the very 
fame reafon was doomed to perpetual fleep; 
and others again fancied, that this fleep over¬ 
powered him in confequence of the anger of 
Jupiter on account of his attempt to violate 
Juno. All thefe feveral legends, though in 
fome refpeds they may feem contradictory, 
are virtually the fame; for the defeent of 
Endymion into the infernal regions, and his 
fuppofed Hate of torpidity, are only different 
modes of deferibing the allegorical death of 
Noah, his inclofure within the lunar Ark. 

As 
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As for the Latmian cave, I doubt not but 

t 

that it was a well-known Cabiric grotto, 
where Endymion, or the folar Noah, wa9 
worfhipped in conjunction with Diana, or the 
lunar Ark: accordingly, in the immediate 
vicinity of this cavern, there was a town de¬ 
nominated Heraclia , from Heracles, Hercules, 
or Erech-El, the arkite god. 

The fictitious genealogy of Endymion, and 
his imaginary prefidency over death, perfectly 
accord with the preceding remarks upon his 
character. His mother was named Calich , or 
the cup, becaufe a cup was one of the many 
lymbols of the Ark : and his father Jupiter - 
Aethlius is the very fame perfon as himfelf; 
both being equally Efh-El, or the god of fire, 
on the one hand, and En-Du-Maon, or the 
gracious god of the lunar crefcent, on the 
other d . 

We have feen, that, upon the propagation 
of Chriftianity in the Britifli ifles, a variety 


d For all the preceding traditions refpe&ing Endymion, fee 
Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. iv. ver. 57. Du Maon, or En- 
Du-Maon, is the fame as the Baal-Meon of Scripture. Mton 
was a title of Apollo, or the folar Noah; hence, in confequence 
of the prieds bearing the names of the deities whom they 

ferved, Statius, with drift mythological propriety, denominates 

* 

an oracular pried of Apollo Mean, 

— Nodra praefignem Maeona lauro. 

Stat. Thebaid. lib, iv. ver. 598. 
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of wild legends were built upon certain mu¬ 
tilated traditions refpe&ing the ufe of the 
Mithratic caverns. Thefe, as I have ob¬ 
served, were generally efteemed oracular: 
whence, in fucceeding ages, they were lome- 
times metamorphofed into the purgatories of 
imaginary faints; Sometimes into the dens of 
magicians, or fairies; and Sometimes into the 
flrong-holds of Satan himfelf. A great change 
in the religion of the weftern parts of the 
oriental world produced very fimilar notions 
refpe&ing the Afiatic grottos of the Noetic 
Mithras. The Sanguinary theifm of Maho¬ 
met Speedily overthrew the ancient fire-wor- 
lhip of Perfia, Chaldea, and Arabia: and the 
caverns of the arkite Cabiri were hencefor¬ 
ward deemed now the haunts of genii; and 
now the receptacles of immenfe treafures, of 
inchan ted lamps, and of magical talifinans. 
That curious original produftion, The Arabian 
Nights Entertainments, is at once replete 
with alluiions to the old Sabian idolatry, 
and to the confecrated oracular grotto. Thus, 
Zobeide arrives at a city, all the inhabitants 
of which, with the Solitary exception of the 
king’s Son, who had embraced the religion of 
Mahomet, had been miraculoufly changed 
into Hones, as a punifhment for their obfti- 
nate adherence to the fire-worfhip of the 

Magi; 
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Magi: and thus prince Aflad very narrowly 
efcapes being facrificed by the adorers of the 
lolar fire. Thus alfo the fecond Calender 
difcovers a wonderful cavern, decorated and 
furnifhed like a magnificent palace, and con¬ 
cealing within its fubterranean recefles a beau¬ 
tiful lady, the miftrefs of a powerful genius ; 
thus Ali-Baba finds a cave, the door of which 
opens and lhuts by the pronunciation of a 
magical word ; and thus, not to multiply in- 
flances, Aladdin defcends into an immenfe 
grotto, confiding of three fucceffive vaulted 
apartments, rich with the mod precious jew¬ 
els, and yet more rich with the wonder¬ 
working lamp. 

To the Mithratic rock-temple, and the ar¬ 
tificial cavern condrudled within the nearly 
folid mafs of the pyramidal pagoda, fucceeded 
the Pyratheia of the Perfians % and the circu- - 


% 

e The round towers fo frequent in Ireland feem to have 
been edifices of the fame nature as the Pyratheia of the Per- 
iians. u There can be no doubt,” fays Col. Vallancey, “ of 
f< the round towers in Ireland having been fire-towers. The 
u conftru&ion of them was well adapted to the purpofe: the 
u door being always from twelve to fifteen feet from the bafe, 
“ the facred fire at the bottom could not be molefted by the 
u wind : it was covered by a cupola at top; and four fmall 
“ windows in the (ides near the top let out the fmoke. The 
“ diameter of them is no more than fufficient for the Cai-Cu - 
“ lam or Draoi (Ang. the high-prieft) to perform his facred 

o g 3 " office : 
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lar temples of the Greeks and Romans. Thefe 
were fo built, that their interior precifely re- 
fembled a circular excavation; and they were 


“ office; his Zend or prayers were not to be heard by the con- 
gregation, as in the fervice his mouth was covered left he 
“ ffiould breathe on the holy fire, fo that he mumbled or mut- 
“ tered his words. When he had done, he probably afcended 
t€ to the door or to the top, and gave his Apbrin (Ang. bene- 
<c diftion). The facred fire was fed by the wood of a facred 
tree. In Perfia the name of that tree is Haum al Magjus, 
“ i. e. Haum Magorum: in Irifh Om and Omna was Crann - 
“ naomha or facred tree ; we tranflate it an oak . The Perfo- 
“ Scythae of Ireland named thefe towers Tuir-Beil, or the towers 
a of Baal, a name facred to the Sun. In Pharh. Gj. a Perfian 
“ author, we are told, that Ardefhir Babek, a Perfian king, 
u conflru6tfed a certain lofty building, which he named Terbalit 
“ to the eaft of the city of Iharaghun in Perfia. The facred 
“ fire was named Hyr (Heb. in Irifh Ur j it was alfo 

“ named Adur, whence the Adair of Ireland, names of places 
“ where fome facred building is always to be found. Our mo- 
“ dem churches are commonly annexed to thefe old fire-towers; 

€( a ftrong argument that they were originally facred buildings. . 
u The praefe£tus ignis was named Hyr-bad, in Irifh Ur-Baidb, 

“ or priejl of tie fire . We now tranflate laid, a prophet . The 
“ Urbfld continued night and day in the fire-tower; and all 
** other priefts were fubje£t to him. We have the fame ac- 
* f counts in the Irifh MSS. This order was alfb named Mogb 
tf (or Magus.) Mogb, Mugb, or Magi, was the name in Ire- 
“ land; hence Ard-Magb, the metropolitan fee of Ireland.— 

<r We fhall find moft of the Irifh towers connected with our ca- 

V 

thedrals, as at Cloyne, Cafhell, Glandalougb.” Vallancey s 

$ 

Vind. p. 203. The tower of Belus in Babylon was evidently, 
as I have already obferved, an immenfe Tuir-Beil, or tower de¬ 
voted to the worfhip of the folar Noah. 

con- 
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conftantly devoted to the idolatrous worlhip 
' of the folar fire. Mr. Maurice conjectures, 
and I think very juftly, (although I cannot 
adopt his fentiments refpeCting the My fie - 
ries,) that both the round church of St. Ste¬ 
phen at Rome, and the Pantheon itfelf, were 
copies of .the ancient Mithratic cavern. Ac¬ 
cordingly he obferves, that the latter of thefe 
buildings, from the circumftance of its origi¬ 
nally having no windows, and receiving light 
only through an opening in the roof, exhibits 
at this moment the exaCt reprefen tat ion of a 
vaft circular cave. He further remarks, that 

t 

wherever the Perfian conquefts extended, we 
invariably find temples of an orbicular form ; 
and he adds, that, in the Indian pagodas, the 
concave dome not unfrequently occupies the 
place of the tapering pyramid f . In all thele 
different buildings, whether eretted in Greece, 
in Italy, in Perfia, or in Hindoftan, the myf- 
terious rites of the helio-arkite Cabiri were 
alike celebrated; nor fhall we wonder at this 
fimilarity of religious inflitutions, when we 
recollect, that from the Noetic Ogdoad all 
the nations of the earth equally derived their 
origin. 

Upon the whole it appears, that the moll 

r Maur. Ind. Ant. vol. iii, p. 181. et infra. 
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prominent features, obfervable in fuch places 
as were dedicated to the Mithratic or Cabiric 
fuperftition, are the fubterraneous grotto whe¬ 
ther natural or artificial; the pyramid, com¬ 
prehending and concealing, within its malTy 
bulk, the central chamber ; the circular pyra - 
theion ; the 'Taautic crofs, whether fimple, or 
compounded ; and the fmall lake, with its 
floating ifland typical of the Ark. Thefe dif- 
tinguifhing charaCteriftics we fometimes find 
fingle, and fometimes united; but, generally 
fpeaking, they may be confidered as the al- 
moft infeparable concomitants of the helio- 
ark ite devotion. 

Such is the beft information, which I hare 
been able to colled? refpe&ing the Myfteries 
of the Cabiri; but I fufpeCt, that a wide 
field yet remains unexplored, being flrongly 
inclined to conjecture, that, were the legen¬ 
dary annals of every people upon the face of 
the globe carefully examined, they would all 
be found, diredlly or indirectly, to agree upon 
one main point, the exiftence of the deluge 5 . 


s The pyramidal temple is equally familiar to the inhabit¬ 
ants of Peru, and to the iflanders of the vaft pacific ocean r 
for, while the former of thefe nations have a tradition of the 
deluge, and of the prefervation of feven perfons, the exa& num¬ 
ber of the Hindoo Rifhis, and the Phenician Cabiri, exclufive 

♦ 

of Noah their head; the latter religioully preferve the Egyp¬ 
tian 
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To profecute however an examination of this 
nature, with any reafonable profpedt of fiic- 
cefs, requires more ieifure, more health, more 
perfeverancc, more judgment, and a greater 
knowledge of languages, than what ufually 
fall to the lot of one perfon; certainty much 
more, and much greater, than what have 
fallen to my own lot. 


tian cuftom of carrying, in folemn proceflion, the arkite Bans,' 
Maur. Ind. Ant.—Miflionary Voyage to the South Sea.—Go- 
mara.—Cooke’s Voyage by Hawkefworth. It is notunworthy 
of notion, that one of the pyramids in Atooi was eredted upon 
the bank of a fmall lake. 
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AbANTES, i. 390. ii. 42. 

Abfyrtus, ii. 90. 

Abury, i. 210. ii. 170. 

Acheron, i. 274. 

Achilles, i. 322. ii. 103. 

Adonis, i. 197, 223. ii. 30. note b, his Myfteries, 335. his 
hiftory, 337. 

Adrumetum, ii. 54. 

Agamemnon, i. 324. ii. 177. 

Agruerus, a name of Noah, i. 33, 43, 45. 

Aletae, i. 35, 44. 

Amazons, i. 270. ii. 23. 

« 

Amber, Ambrofius, Ambrofiae Petrae, ii. 170, 436. 

Amynus, a name of Ham, i. 35, 47. 

Anak, Anakim, ii. 209. 

Anius, i. 202. 

• • 

Antediluvian idolatry, nature of, i. xo. 

Antda, i. 144. 

Anteus, ii. 234. 

Anubis, i. 162, 280. 

Apamea Cibotus, ii. 167. 

Apis, i. 376. ii. 155. 

Aquarius, i. 86. 

Aras, i. 233. ii. a 12. 

Arachne, ii. 364. note x. 

Area, daughter of Thaumas, i. 262. 

Areas, i. 202, 284, 336. ii. 133. 

Arcs, 
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Ares, i. 173, 

Argis, i. 208. 

Argiphontes, i. 302. 

Argalus, ii. 102. note u. 

Argo, ii. 7 6 . Hindoo account of it, 80. import of the name, 
118. catafterifm of it, 138. 231. hiftory of its building, 174* 
Argonauts introduce the Cabiric fuperftition into Italy, i. 420, 
their voyage, ii. 68. their number, 237. 

Argus, the arkite god, i. 92, 295, 302. builder of the Argo> 
ii. 180. 

Arion, ii. 10. 

Arifteus,tiis mythological hiftory, ii. 368. 

Ark worfhipped along with the Moon, i. 16. 

Arkite worftiip, its connexion with the folar fuperftition, 

i 1 Ij °* 

Armenius, ii. 100, 163. 

Arran, i. 63. 

Afclepius, a name of Noah, i. 36. his hiftory, 98, 167. ii. 39. 
Aftarte, the lunar Ark, mother of the feven Titanides, i. 80. 

the fame as Aftrono£, 103. and Afteria, ii. 326. 

Afterius, i. 404. ii. 190, 213. 

Afwiculapa, i. 99. ii. 223. 

Atalanta, ii. 32. 

Atargatis, i. 83. 

Atlas, a name of the folar Noah, i. 36, 67, 112, 336, 339. 
Atlantis ifland, import of traditions refpe6fcing it, ii. 283, 403. 
Attis, i. 363. ii. 112. 

Azon, the Noetic Sun, ii. 140, 133. 

Azonac, ii. 134* 



Baaltis, i. 189. 

Babel, era of its foundation, i. 11. note o. its tower, ii. 38 4 * 
Bacchus, i. 190, 234, 264. elder and younger Bacchus, ii. 267. 
his flight, 298. Bacchus-Colonates, ii. 65. Bacchus-Iungias, 

* 


Baldc r; 
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Balder, i. 293. 

Balenus, Belis, i. 210. 

Baris in Armenia, i. 426. 

Battus, i. 302, 305. 

Bees, caufe of their introdu&ion into the Myfteries, ii. 365. 
Bellerophon, i. 269. ii. 45. 

Belus, i. 188. 

Beotds, ii. 41, 164. 

Beruth, Berith, Bero£, the covenant, i. 36, 69. mythological 
hiftory of Beroe, ii. 310. 

Betarmus, the dance, ii. 107. 

Betylus, Beth-El, i. 36, 67, no. 

Boar, fymbolical, i. 220. 

Bootes, i. 284. 

Boreas, Bore, ii. 169. note ii. 

Brahma-Vifhnou-Seeva, i. 312. ii. 381. 

Bridget, St. ii. 398, 400. 

Brimham rocks, ii. 382. note k. 

Brimo, i. 279. note d. ii. 323. See Hecate. 

Britannus, i. 237. 

Britomartis, i. 403; 

Bubaftis, ii. 420. note u. 

Buddha, i. 287, 299. ii. 93. 

Budfdo, i. 288. his horfe, ii. 29. 

Bull, fymbol of Noah, i. 177. bull of the fphere, 206. of the 
northern nations, 208. of Crete, 402. bulls of Colchi, 

ii. 203. 

Bufiris, i. 184. 

Bute, i. 63. 

Butes, i. 63, 182. 

Buto, i. 6x, 163. 


C. 

Cabiri, opinions refpe&ing them, i. 3. import of their Myfte- 
ries, 9. principles, upon which the analyfis of their hiftory 
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is conduced, 19. Cabiri of Sanchoniath© and Mnafeas, 32. 
their genealogies, 34, 136, 138, 309. the fame as the Diof- 
cori, Corybantes, Curetes, &c. 49, 129. and as the Noetic 
family, 36. Cabiri of Pherecydes, 56, 138. the fame as the 
eight great gods of Egypt, 61 . infernal deities, 223. diffe¬ 
rent cotmtries where they were worfhipped, 334* the fame as 
the Trojan Penates, 411. Cabiri of Samothrace, 413. of 
Hindoftan, 421. of Colchi, ii. 120. identity of their myfte- 
ries with thofe of Bacchus, Rhea, Adonis, Ifis, &c. 320. * ac¬ 
count of their myfteries, 333. worfhipped in caverns, 337. 

Cadmus, i. 178, 240, 270, 283. ii. 23, 31, 73. note f. 

Cadmonites of Phenicia, ii. 26. 

Calais, ii. 168. 

Callifto, i. 284, 336. 

Calypfo, i. 249. her cave, ii. 406. note e. 

Camilla, ii. 42. 

Car, radical, i. 164. 

» * 

Cafmilus, Cadmilus, Camillus, Cadolus, i. 296, 368. 

Caftor, ii. 208. et infra. 

Caftleton cavern, ii. 419. 

Cavern worfhip, ii. 337. et infra. 

Cerberus, i, 279. 

Ceres-Hippa, ii. 10. her Myfteries, 340. 

Cernunnos, i. 210. 

Chaldean theology, ii. 141. 

Chandra-Bans, i. 169. 

Chaos, i. 245. 

Charon, i. 273. *•> 

Charybdis, i. 267. 

Chimera, i. 269. 

Chiron, i. 311. ii. 30, 123, 136. 

Circular temples, ii. 434. 

Clymene, i. 113, 113, 173, 334. 

Cocytus, i. 274. 

Col, Cul, Cal, radical, ii. 61. 

Colias-Venus, ii. 62. 

Coll, ii. 63. 

Colo- 
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Colonus-Hippotes, ii. 64. 

Colenis, ii. 64. 

Colenus, ii. 64 . 

Colchians, their origin, ii. 101. 

Columba, St. ii. 398, 403. 

Columns of Hercules, ii. 174. 

Comatas, ii. 366. note b. 

Conteft between Neptune and Juno, i. 91. between Neptune 
and the Sun, 170. between Neptune and Minerva, 170• 
Corey ra, its fabulous hiftory, ii. 163* 

Corinth, i. 169. ii. 164. 

Coronis, her hiftory, i. ioi, 167,182. 

Corybas, i. 163, 187, 332. 

Corybantes, fee Cabiri. 

Cotyle, its floating iiland, i. 63. 

Cooke, Mr. his opinion of the Cabiri, i. 3. 

Crete, i. 171. its mythological hiftoiy, 372. 

Cronus, or Saturn, a name of Noah, i. 36, 67. his war with 
Uranus, 72. his triple offspring, 73, 76. father of the feven 
Titans and feven Titanides, 80. 

Cudworth, Dr. his opinion of the Cabiri, i. 3. 

Cumberland, Bp. his opinion of the Cabiri, i. 8, 32. 

Cup, fymbol of the Ark, i. 241. ii. 34, 84. 

Cupid, ii. 13. note i. 

Curetes, i. 380. fee Cabiri. 

Cyclopes, i. 393. 

Cyllenus, i. 387. 



Dagon, a name of Noah, i. 36,37, 67, 118. 

Dagdae, the Irifh Dagon, ii. 401. 

Danacd, i. 278. 

Dannah, i. 299. 

Danaus, i. 239. ii. 43. 

Dardanus, i. 336, 410. 

Delos, 
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Delos, its traditional hiftory, i. 64. ii. 213. note e. 

Delphi, i. 66. 

Demaroon, a name of Noah, i. 37, 72. 

Derceto, i. 83, 119. 

Deucalion, i. 66, 233, 309, ii. 83. 

Diana, i. 88, 168. 

DionS, i. 88. 

Dionufus, fee Bacchus. 

Diofcori, conne&ed with Afclepius, i. 99. ii. 223. their hifto¬ 
ry, 208. Diofcori of Hindoftan, 221. See Cabiri. 

Dragon of the fphere, i. 207. 

Dus-Ares, i. 174. 

E. 

Eacus, 1.321. 

Echidna, i. 263. 

Edipus, ii. 11. note i. 

Eetes, ii. 119. 

Egypt, eight great gods of, i. 61. caverns of*, ii. 446. 

Eleftra, i. 336, 343. 

Elephanta, cavern of, ii. 380. 

Eleufis, ii. 344. 

Eliun, his defendants, i. 67. 

Ellora, caverns of, ii. 448. 

Elohim aflifts Cronus againft Uranus, i. 73. 

Elyfium, i. 331. 

Endymion, his mythological hiftory, ii. 449. 

En&as, his introduction of the Cabiric rites into Italy, i. 408. 
Epaphus, i. 189,392. 

Epimetheus, i. 114. 

Erechtheus, i. 204. 

Erichthonius, i. 203. 

Erin, ii. 71. note c. 

Erinnus, i. 320. ii. 16, 64. . 

Efculapius, fee Afclepiu?. 

Eubu- 
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Eubuleus, i. 194. 3 i. 343, 347. 
Euphemus, ii. 231. 

Eftropa, i. 178, 400, 402. ii. 48, 233. 
Europe, i. 180. 

\ 

Expurgation of the ancients, ii. 409. 


F. 

Fohi, i. 288. 

Frea, i. 291. 


• • 


G. 

i 

Gallus, ii. 60. 

Galli, Gaels, Celtae, ii. 60, 

Ge, i. 67. 

Genealogical tables from Sanchoniatho, i. 39, 40. 

Geryon, i. 312. 

Gods, heathen, moft of them ultimately the folar Noah, i. 17. 
Goddefles, heathen, the Moon, the Ark, or the Earth, i. 17, 
138. 

Gorgon, i. 2 66 . 


Harmonia, i. 283. ii. 24. 

Hecate, i. 279, 280. See Brimo. 

Heifer, fymbol of the Ark, i. *177. 

Heliadae, i. 373. 

Hercules, a name of Noah, i. 123, 173, 240, 236, 283, 413. 

ii. 56, 38. 

Hercules-Hippodites, ii. 22. 

Hermes, i. 283, 306. 

Hermonites of Phenicia, ii. 26. 

Hindoo qavem mentioned by Porphyry, ii. 410. 

Hiph, Radical, ii. 2. 

vol. 11. Hh Hippa, 
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Hippa, the nurfe of Bacchus, ii. 6 . 
Hippafus, ii. 34. 

Hippian Gods, ii. 8. 

Hippo, ii. 53. \ 

Hippodamia, ii. 20. 

Hippomenes, ii. 32. 

Hippolytus, ii. 33. 

Hippothoiis, ii. 40. 

Homai, her hiftory, ii. 334. note h. 

Horfe, a fymbol of Noah, ii. 2. 

Horfe, Trojan, ii. 18. 

Horfley, Bp. his opinion of the Cabiri, i. 3. 
Horus, the folar Noah, i. 62, 162. ii. 276. 
Hyads, i. 204, 341. 

Hyperboreans, their religion, i. 209. 


1 

I. 

Janus, a name of Noah, i. 73, 76, 370. 

Jana, the arkite crefcent, i. 17* 

✓ 

Iafus, Iafion, i. 336, 349. 

Jafon, i. 330. his voyage, ii. 68. worshipped in the Eaft, 98. 
his genealogy, 121. his hiftory, 122. favoured by Juno, 124. 
the fame as Azon, or the Noetic Sun, 140. 

Jafonia, high places of Jafon, ii. 98, ) 

Ichthus, a name of Dagon, i. 87, 

Idei DaXyli, i. 380, 383. See Cabiri. 

Ilus, a name of Noah, i. 36, 347. , 

Inachus, his genealogy, i. 90. 

Inceftuous connexions, the origin of the fables refpcXing them, 
i. 182. 

Ino, i. 233. 

Io, i. 146, 235, 237, 296, 301, 35o, 335, ii. 47, 181. 
Iphigenia, ii. 178. 

Ireland, round towers of, ii. 433 . note e. 

Ifis, 
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Ifis, the lunar Ark, i. 152. etymology of the name, ii, 77. 
note 1. 

Italy, i. 369, 394, 396 . 

Juno, the dove, i. 83. her ftatue, 148. ii. 89. 
lunx, Noet£, ii. 141, 146. 

Jupiter, his war with the giants, ii. 277. his mythological hif- 
tory, 292. 

Ixion, ii. 449. 

L. 

' , - 

Language ufed in the Myfteries, that of Egypt and Aflyria, 
i. 22. 

Lares, i. 133, 332. 

Larifla, i. 93. ii. 

Latmos, cave of, ii. 450. 

Latona, the Ark, i. 61, 64, 148. 

Leda, her hiftory, ii. 214. 

Leptis, ii. 34. 

Lerna, i. 234, 264. 

Leth£, i. 273. 

Linus, ii. 12. note i. 

Lotus, i. 313. note f. 

Lycaon, i. 93, 284. 

Lycurgus, ii. 3oo. 

Lynceus, ii. 189. 

M. 

Magnes, Magnetes, ii. 197. 

Maha-Deva, ii. 85. 

Maia, i. 298, 343. Maha-Maya, 299. Moye, 299 . 

Maneros, ii. 13. note i. . 

Mandar, ii. 30. note p. 

Manto, Mantua, i. 3 70. 

Manes, i. 133, 332. ii. 192—1 96 . 

Mare, a fymbol of the Ark, ii. 2. 

h h 2 Mau- 
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Maurice, Mr. his opinion of the Cabiri, i. 3. 

Maurigafima, ifland, ii. 289. 

Medea, ii. 90, 103. venerated in the Eaft, 104. her genealogy, 
119. 

Meliflae, prieftefles of Mylitta, ii. 366. 

Meon, ii. 56. note s. 

Mercury, i. 283. his genealogy, 294. his hiftory, 293. wor- 
fhipped under the form of a (tone, 306. father of the feven 
Corybantes, 309, 388. Mercury-Hipparcheus, ii. 27. 
Merlin, ii. 14. note i. his mythological hiftory, 424. 
Metcmpfychofts, origin of it, ii. 354. 

Minerva, i. 105. ii. 17. 

Minos, i. 32 t, 398. 

Minoa, i. 399. 

Minotaur, i. 402. 

Minyas, the father of the Argonauts, i. 95. his daughters, ii. 
34. his hiftory, 182. 

Minyae, a general name of the Argonauts, ii. 182. their hifto¬ 
ry, 186. their fettlements,'187. 

Miphletzeth, i. 3^1. note t. 

Mifa, ii. 7. 

Milbr, a name of Mizraim, i. 36, 48. 

Mithras, his cavern, ii. 357. 

Mnizur, ii. 149. 

Molafs, St. ii. 403. 

Moloch, i. 190. 

Morgana, ii. 429. note m. 

Muidhr, (the Irifh Mithras,) cave of, near Sligo, ii. 408. 
Mus&us, i. 244. ii. 278. 

Mycerinus, i. 183. 

Myfteries of the ancients, their connexion with the fabulous 
Hades, i. 223. their import, ii, 320. mode of their celebra¬ 
tion, 331. 


Nebo, 



Digitized by boogie 



INDEX. 


469 


N. 

« 

. \ 

Nebo, i. 123. 

Neleus, ii. 190. 

Nemefis, ii. 215. 

Neptune, i. 125. Hippian Neptune, ii. 9. (huts up the Titans 
in the oentre of the earth, 265. 

Nergal, ii. 6 1. note e. 

Nereus, i. 74. 

Neftor, ii. 188. 

New-Grange pyramid, ii. 388. 

Nimrod, the founder of the helio-arkite (iiperftition, i. 13. See 
Orion. 

Niob&, ii. 157. 

Nifroch, i. 123. 

Noah worshipped along with the Sun, i. 13, 151. 

Nu&imus, i. 336. 

Nus of the Myfteries, and the Platonifts, ii. 147. 

Nufa, ii. 302. 

Nymphs, a difiertation on the pave of the, ii. 359. et infra. 


O. 


Oannes, i. 77, 120. 

Ob, Op, Ophis, i. 187. 

Oc, radical, i. 248. 

Ocnus, i. 370. 

Ocean, i. 247. 

Oder, i. 291. 

Odin, i. 290. his horfe, ii. 28. 

Ogga, i. 230. 

Ogoa, i. 232. 

Ogmius, i. 232. 

Ogyges, i. 180. ii. 60. 

Ogygia, 
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Ogygia, the ifland of Calypfo, i. 249. remarks upon the tradi¬ 
tional hiftory of it, ii. 404. note e. 

Oncus, i. 251. 

Opis, i. 208. ii. 31. 

Ophion, ii. 255. 

Orchomenus, i* 95 * 3h* s hiftory, ii. 183, 313* 3 * 7 * 
Orchomenii, ii. 186. 

Orgies, import of the word, ii. 117- 
Orion, i. 338, 340. ii. 160. 

Orpheus, his mythological hiftory, ii. 234. 

Ofiris, the folar Noah, i. 131. etymology of the name, ii. 77. 
note 1 . the fame as Ifwara, 8 3. and Bacchus, 274. his Mys¬ 
teries, 334. 

Owen, 393 - 


P. 

Pagodas of Hindoftan, ii. 386. 

Palas, i. 410, 415. 

Palici, i. 417. 

Palemon-Melicerta, i. 254. 

Palladium, i. 346, 410. 

Pan, i. 160. 

Panoptes, ii. 181. 

Parcae, i. 320. 

Parkhurft, Mr. his opinion of the Cabiri, i. 5. 

Pamaflus, i. 233. note g. 

Pataici, i. 138. ii. 173. note a. 227. 

Patara, ii. 132. note h. 338. 

% 

Patricus, ii. 148,398. 1 ? 

Pegafus, i. 269. ii. 17, 43. 

Peiruun, ii. 289. 

Peleus, i. 321. 

Pelafgi, L 63, 93, 337. 

Pelafgus, his genealogy, i. 93, 337. 

Pelops, ii. 20, 212. 

Pena- 
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Penates Trojan, i. 409. 

Pfcrfeus, the folar Noah, i. 199. known in Hindoftan, ii. 105. 
note e. 

Petar, ii. 109. note k. 

Petroi, Petrei Dii, ii. 137, 358. 

Petra, ii. 359. 

Phaethon, i. 17a. 

Phanes, i. 194. 

Phallic worfhip, i. 364. note d. ii. 92, 109. note k. 

Phanac, ii. 210, 338. 

Philiftines, i. 361. 

Phlegethon, i. 273. 

Phlegyas, i. 326. ii. 282. 

Phlegyae, i. 327. ii. 280. 

Phlegrbans, ii. 279. 

Phoroneus, his genealogy, i. 89. 

Phrixus, i.' 303, 401. 

Pleiades, i. 336, 338. 

Pluto, a Cabirus, i. 106, 349. 

Polyphonte, i. 271. 

Pollux, ii. 208, et infra. 

Porphyry, his treatife on the cave of the Nymphs confidered, 
ii. 361. 

Poftdiluvian idolatiy firft openly eftablifhed at Babel, i. 14. 
Priefts of the Cabiri alfo called Cabiri or CorybanUs, i. 4. 
Priam, i. 347. 

Prithu, i. 70. 

Praw, import of the term, i. 114. 

Prometheus, i. 114. ii. 64. 

Proferpine, a Cabira, i. 103. her Myfteries, ii. 347. 

Protogonus, i. 34, 41. 

Purgatory of St. Patric, ii. 392. 

Pyramids of Egypt, ii. 385. 

Pyratheia of Perfia, ii. 433, » 

Pyrrhic dance, ii. 109, 


Quan- 
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Quanwon, the Magna Mater of the Japanefc, i. 314. note f. 


ii. 87. note g. 412. 


& 



Radicals, i. 27. 

Raamah, the younger Bacchus, ii. 270, 305. 

Raved, its mythological hiftory, i. 101. 

Ravan, king of Ceylon, ii. 303. 

Reland, his opinion of the Cabiri, i. 6. 

Regeneration of the Myfteries, its import, ii. 349. 
Rhadamanthus, i. 321. 

Rhea, the lunar Ark, mother of the feven Titans* i. 80, 88. 

her Myfteries, ii. 339. 

Rhodos, i. 374. % 1 

Rifhis, i. 130. note d. 

S. 

Salus, the lunar Ark, i. 99. 

Samothrace, i. 333. ii. 116. 

Sanchoniatho, his Phenician hiftory analyfed, i. 32. 

Sandocus, ii.* 5 °- noteb. 

Sarpedon, ii. 169. note n. 

Saturn Hippian, ii. 30. 

Satyavrata, ii. 82, 94. 

Scyphius, ii. 9, 57. 

Scylla, i. 267. 

Semiramis, i. 86. 

Serpent, fymbolical of the Sun, i. 186. ferpent of the northern 
nations, 208. of Colchi, ii. 206. 

Serapis, i. 281. 

Shuckford, Dr. his opinion of the Cabiri, i. 6. 

Ship temples, i. 213. 

Sibyl- 
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Sibyllae, ii. 431. note n. 

Siberian medals i. 315. note f. 

Silenus, ii. 308. note u. 

Siph, radical, ii. 2. 

Sifyphus, ii. 9, 58, 163. 

°ita, ii. 86. 

Siton, a name of Dagon or Noah, L 36, 48. ii. 88. 

Socus, a title of Mercury, i. 388. 

Sphinx, i. 270. ii. 25. 

Stone worihip, i. no, 306. ii. 168. 

Stone-Henge, ii. 170, 436. 

Styx, the deluge, i. 239. 

Sun, his polyonymy, i. jjo. 

Surya-Bans, i. 169. 

Sydyk, a name of Noah, i. 36, 49. 

Symbols ufed in the Cabiric worihip, i. 19. 

Symplegades, import of the fable concerning them, ii. 129. 
Syrian Goddefs, i. 83. 



Talefman, ii. 414. note o. 

Talus, his hiftory, i. 394. 

Tantalus, ii. 157. 

Targitaus, i. 237. 

Tarfus, its mythological hiftory, ii. 47. 

Tarteflus, i. 242. 

Taurus, i. 404. ii. 190. 

Telamon, i. 321. 

Teleboae, i. 397. 

Telchines, i. 272, 372. 

Tellis, i. 243. 

* 

Telephus, i. 201. 

Tennes, i. 348. 

Tethys, i. 90. 

Thetis, i. 322. 

Thebah, i. 352. ii. 163. 

*01.11. 1 i The- 
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Thebes, i. 178. ii. 164, 178. 

Thor, i. 293. 

Thoth, Taautus, Thoyth, a name of Noah, i. 36, 73,126, 309. 
Titan, the folar Noah, i. 173. 

Titans, i. 33, 37. a general name of all the diluvians, 44. the 
feven Titans the Noetic family, 80. attacked by Styx, 260. 
in Hades, 323. hiftory of their war, ii. 239. et infra. 
Titanides, i. 37, 87. 

Titea, i. 79, 386. 

Tithonus, i. 347. 

Titias, i. 387. 

Tityus, i. 323. 

Tola, ii. 413. note o. 

Tolmen of Conflantine in Cornwall, ii. 413. 

Tortofa, caverns of, in Paleftine, ii. 439. 

Trinity of the Gentiles, Shem, Ham, and Japhet, i. 313. 
Trophonius, his cavern, ii. 373. 

Troy, (iegeof, i. 324. ii. 173. 

Tulus, i. 393. 

Typhoeus, ii. 247. 

Typhon, the Ocean, i. 37, 6 1, 82, 332. 

Tyrrheni, i. 361* 


U. 

X 

% 

Vallancey, Col. his opinion of the Cabiri, i. 7. 

Vandimon, i. 78. 

Venus, the lunar Ark, i. 81. Venus-Cabira, 97. Venus-Hip 
podamia, ii. 20. Venus-Colias, 6 2. 

Vifhnou, i. 121. ii. 114. 

Uranus, i. 67, 71. ii. 243, 246. 

Vulcan, i. 137. 


War- 
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Warburton Bp. his fentiments refpe&ing the Myfteries, i. 23 a. 
Whifton, Mr. his theory relpe&ing the natural caufe of the de¬ 
luge, i. 82. note z. 



Yncas of Peru, i. 170. 


Z. 

Zagreus, ii. 272. 

Zancld, its fabulous hiftoiy, ii. 139. 
Zanclus, ii. 159. 

Zetes, ii. 168. ' 

Zon, ii. 140, 138. 

Zoroafter, ii. 134. 


THE END. 
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